
Schedule 

21Feb , Friday 
Candle Lighting 

5:20 pm 

 Evening Service 

5:25 pm 

 

Saturday, Feb 22 

Morning Service 

9:30 am 

Evening Service 

5:19 pm 

Shabbos Ends 

6:20 pm 

WEEKLYNEWSLETTER 
Shabbos February 22, 2020     27 Shevat 5780 

Blessing the New Month of Adar     Parshas Mishpatim 

Weekly Schedule of 

Services:  

Morning Services: 
Sunday: 8:00 am 

Monday - Friday:  

6:30 am 

Evening Services: 

(Mincha & Maariv) 
Sunday - Thursday: 5:30 pm 

Office Hours 

 
Monday - Thursday:  
9:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Friday:  
9:00 am - 12:30 pm  

 UPCOMING EVENTS 

 WEEKLY CLASSES 
 
Monday 8-9pm - Tanya - 
Chassidik Philosophy     
  

Tuesday 8-9pm- Halacha  - 
Jewish Law 
 

Wednesday 8-9pm - Gemara 
- Talmud 



Cyberspace, outer space, inner 
space. Genome maps, globaliza-
tion, going to Mars. Smart cards, 
smart bombs, stem cells and cell 
phones. There is no denying it: 
we live in a new age. Science fic-
tion has become scientific fact. 
And the question is asked: In this 
new world order, with science 
and technology changing the way 
we live, is religion still relevant? 
Do we still need to subscribe to 
an ancient and seemingly long-
obsolete code of laws, when we 
are so much further advanced 
than our ancestors? 
But let me ask you: Have the Ten 
Commandments passed their 
“sell-by” date? Are faith and 
doubt, murder and adultery, 
thievery and jealousy out of fash-
ion? Notwithstanding all our mar-
velous medical and scientific de-
velopments, has human nature 

itself really changed? Are not the very 
same moral issues that faced our an-
cestors still challenging our own gen-
eration? 
Whether it’s an oxcart or a Mercedes, 
road rage or courteous coexistence is 
still a choice we must make. Looking 
after aged parents is not a new prob-
lem. The very same issues dealt with in 
the Bible—sibling rivalry, jealous 
spouses and warring nations—are still 
the stuff of newspaper headlines today. 
We still struggle with knowing the dif-
ference between right and wrong, 
moral or immoral, ethical or sneaky, 
and not even the most souped-up com-
puter on earth is able to answer those 
questions for us. 
Science and technology address the 
how and what of life, but they do not 
answer the question of why. Why are 
we here in the first place? Why should 
I be nice to my neighbor? Why should 
my life be nobler than my pet Dober-

man’s? Science and tech-
nology have unraveled many myster-
ies that puzzled us for centuries. But 
they have not answered a single 
moral question. 
Only Torah addresses the moral 
minefield. And those issues are per-
haps more pressing today than ever 
before in history. 
Torah is truth, and truth is eternal. 
Scenarios come and go. Lifestyles 
change with the geography. The 
storylines are different, but the gut-
level issues are all too familiar. If we 
ever needed a Torah—we need it 
equally today, and maybe more so. 
May we continue to find moral guid-
ance and clarity in the eternal truths 
of our holy and eternal Torah. Amen.  
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before you do so, there is a shark in 
the pool." 
One evening a young Israeli named 
Shuki Hadari who had just finished 
his army service scored himself an 
invite to one of the Texans famous 
parties. After the Texan gave his 
usual spiel, there was a splash, Shuki 
was in the water and swam the entire 
length of the pool chased by the 
shark. Shuki got out of the pool just 
in time as the shark thudded into the 
wall. 
The Texan said, "Congratulations you 

A wealthy Texan had an impres-
sive ranch. He had a huge swim-
ming pool where he kept a 
shark. The rich Texan loved to 
throw lavish dinner parties and 
would invite his guests up 
around the pool afterwards. 
Then he would say to them, "If 
any of you will swim a length of 
this pool then I will give you one 
of three things: $10 million, half 
of my estate, or the hand of my 
daughter in marriage." Then he 
would add, "But I must warn you 

are the first person who has ever 
done that!! Now what would you 
like? Would you like $10 million?" 
Shuki gasped, "No." 
"Would you like half of my estate?" 
"No," Shuki replied. 
"Ahh, you want the hand of my 
daughter in marriage?" asked the 
Texan. 
Exasperated, Shuki said, "No!" 
So the Texan said to him, "Well 
what do you want?" 
Shuki said, "I want the name of the 
guy who pushed me in."  

A Biselleh Humor 

Diversity 
The Rebbe describes the following as a 
core teaching of the Baal Shem Tov: 
Not only are the pirouettes of a leaf 
as it falls off a tree, 
the quivering of a blade of grass in 
the wind, 

and all the details of the world around 
you 
all brought into being, given life and di-
rected every moment from Above— 
but beyond that: 
Every nuance is an essential component 
of a grand and G‑dly scheme, the gestalt 

of all those vital minutiae. 
Every moment burns with the pulse 
of G‑d’s desire. 
Meditate on this. And then think: 
How much more so the details of my 
daily life. 
By Tzvi Freeman  

Daily Dose 



Now that the Jews have received the 
Ten Commandments at Mount Sinai (in 
last week's parshah [Yitro]) and accepted 
the Torah, G‑d teaches them the laws 
that are part of this Torah. In 
this parshah, we learn about 
53 mitzvot (out of a total of 613) that 
G‑d commands the Jews, so 
this parshah is basically a list of things 
you gotta do and can't do. Here goes: 
Servants 
The Torah gives very exact instructions 
about how one should treat his servant. 
First, how does a Jew become a ser-
vant? If someone steals and then doesn't 
have money to repay what he stole, the 
court sells him in order to pay it. Now 
that he's a servant, can his master do 
with him as he wishes, ordering him 
around and telling him to sleep in the 
barn? Not exactly. The Torah says that 
he must treat the servant like the oth-
ers in his household—the same good 
food, clean bed, etc. The master must 
also support and provide these things 
for the servant's wife and children. Fi-
nally, a servant is only a servant for six 
years. At the end of that, he goes free. 
Crimes Against Others 
The punishment for murder, kidnapping, 
and hitting or cursing one's parents is 
the death penalty. If somebody hits 
somebody else and he gets hurt, he 
must pay damages that include: the 
value of the limb which was lost, all his 
doctor bills, his pain, the money he 
would have made from work that he 
missed, and any embarrassment the 
injury causes him. 
Someone who accidentally kills some-
body else must go to a special city 
called an Ir Miklat or City of Refuge, and 
he is exiled there. 
Misbehaving Animals 
What happens if somebody's ox goes 
wild and kills somebody — is the owner 
responsible? Not usually, but if the ani-
mal has done this before, then the 
owner should have known that he has 
to do something about this animal, and 
in that case he's responsible. If someone 
digs a pit and forgets to cover it up and 
an animal falls into it and dies, the per-
son who dug the pit must pay the 
owner the full value of the animal. 
If someone steals someone else's animal 
and kills or sells it, he has to pay back 
five times the amount he stole, or four 
times for a stolen sheep. If he steals 

something and still has it, he has to repay 
double. 
Taking Care of Someone Else's Stuff 
If someone else's property is in our posses-
sion, we have to do everything we can to 
take care of it, and if we are irresponsible 
and something happens to it, we must pay 
for it. However, depending on what type 
of guardian we are, we might be more or 
less responsible if something happens and 
it's not really our fault. 
An unpaid guardian is doing the guy a favor 
and watching his thing for him, so he's not 
responsible if something happens to it. 
A paid guardian is responsible if it gets lost 
or stolen, but not if it's stolen in an armed 
robbery. A borrower is responsible no mat-
ter what happens to it, except if the owner 
is with him when the object gets stolen or 
broken. The last type of guardian is a renter. 
Different Ways We Must Be Nice 
The Torah demands that we be extra nice 
to strangers, widows, and orphans. These 
defenseless people especially deserve our 
kindness. 
When we lend money to somebody, we are 
not allowed to charge interest. Jews are 
only allowed to give interest-free loans! 
Also, if you take something from the bor-
rower to make sure he repays the loan, you 
have to give that thing back before the day 
is over—because what if he needs it for the 
night? 
We are not allowed to curse a judge or a 
prince. A newly-born animal may not be 
brought as a korbon until it is at least eight 

days old. We are not allowed to eat the 
flesh of a mortally wounded animal. 
Laws for Courts and Judging 
Never testify falsely against somebody, and 
don't accept a false testimony from some-
body else. Now here's something interest-
ing: Even if someone is very poor, you're 
not allowed to rule in his favor just because 
you feel bad for him. Justice is justice no 
matter what our feelings are. Don't accept 
bribery. 
Shemitah and the Holidays 
For six years we can work on the land—
prepare the land, plant seeds, take care of 
the plants, and harvest the fruits and vege-
tables. But the seventh year, 
called shemittah, we must give the land a 
break and not do any work on it. 
Six days of the week we can do work, but 
on the seventh day, Shabbat, we must rest. 
There are three important festivals 
throughout the year: Pesach, Shavuot, 
and Sukkot. 
Meat and Milk 
Finally, the last mitzvah given in this parshah 
is that we keep meat and milk separate. 
Now we know why kosher kitchens have 
two sets of everything, dishes, sinks, count-
ers—one for meat and one for milk! 
Conclusion 
G‑d promises the land of Israel to the Jews 
and Moses goes up the mountain to get the 
Tablets from G‑d. He remains there for 
forty days and forty nights. 

Kids Parasha Lesson 
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Rabbi Berel & Leah Zaltzman 
Rabbi Mendel & Elke Zaltzman 
Bris Avrohom of Fair Lawn 
30-02 Fair Lawn Avenue. Fair Lawn, New Jersey 07410 
201-791-7200 | Office@JewishFairLawn.org 
www.JewishFairLawn.org  www.Facebook.com/BrisAvrohomFairLawn 

We are your center for every-

thing Jewish, whatever your need 
may be, do not hesitate to contact 

us. Our ever popular holiday  
celebrations will enable you and 
your family to celebrate the Jew-

ish holidays in style, with fun and 
educational ideas helping to 
make Judaism relevant to our 

youth. 
Our Torah classes will give you a 

second opinion on any subject or 
matter you may be dealing with, 
our Holiday programs will allow 

you to celebrate your Jewish 
pride with your family and 

friends.  
Our fun Hebrew School and Day 
Camp will fill your children with an 

educated sense of what it means 
to be Jewish and our 

 synagogue services will give you 
the opportunity to pray, be in-

spired and experience spirituality. 
From pregnancy and baby cele-
brations to weddings and after life 

services including Kaddish and 
unveiling, we will be there for 
you and help create a meaningful 

and memorable experience. 

 
We are here to help you and 
serve you and look forward to 

seeing you soon! 

Bris Avrohom of Fair 
Lawn 

Find out more & join online at  
www.JewishFairLawn.org/

Partnership 

 

Consider a convenient online 
donation to help support your 
center for Jewish life. 
www.JewishFairLawn.org/
Donate 

Ingredients:  

 3 large Spanish onions 
 6 medium zucchinis 
 2 Tbsp. salt 
 4 cups water 
 1 cup quinoa, cooked in 2 cups water 

(optional) 

Light & Healthy Zucchini Soup 

This bulletin, and all archived weeks, are available on our website as well!   
http://www.jewishfairlawn.org/shabbos-bulletins.html 

Weekly Events  

Directions:  
1. Roughly chop onions. Place them in the 

bottom of the pot with 2 cups water and 2 
tbsp. salt. Cover and cook on a low flame 
for approximately 45 minutes, until translu-
cent. 

2. Add in chunks of zucchini (unpeeled) and 3 
more cups of water. Cover and bring to a 

boil. Then simmer for approximately 30 
minutes, until the zucchini is tender but not 
mushy. 

3. Blend and serve. 
4. Optional: Add in 1 cup cooked quinoa for a 

more filling soup. 
5. Yield: 6 servings 


