
Shabbos Times 
15May , Friday 

Online Connection  
7:25 pm 

Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm 

  
Saturday, May 16 

Shabbos Ends 
8:56 pm 

Online Connection  
9:15 pm 

WEEKLYNEWSLETTER 
Shabbos May 16, 2020     22 Iyar 5780 
Parshas Behar-Bechukosai     Shabbos Chazak  

Office Hours 
 

Monday - Thursday:  
9am - 3pm 

Friday : 9am - 12:30pm 

Online Weekday Services Due to Social Distancing  
 
All our minyanim are currently suspended, instead we present you with Online Con-
nection. 
In order to maintain as much of a normal schedule as possible, you will have the option of con-
necting online for learning and davening. 
 
Connecting online is not required, but strongly encouraged for our regular minyan group and any-
one who wants to join. This will keep our morale up, and we will have an opportunity to connect 
on some level at least. 
 
Online connection is not a real minyan, we cannot say kaddish or read the torah, it is only for 
purposes of having a set time for davening, group learning, and maintaining a connection with 
each other. 
 
Online connection is for weekdays only, Shabbos services are not part of online connection. 
 
 We will each daven in our own homes at the set time 
 We will connect using google meet. (connection info will be published in the minyan chat). 
 We will hear one person daven out loud just like a Chazan would in shul. 
 Each of us can follow along with chazan or at our own pace. 
Find a quiet room and a secure place for your laptop or phone so you don’t have to hold it while 
davening. 

Schedule on bottom of page 3   



What is Judaism’s economic sys-
tem? Is there one? I would de-
scribe it as “capitalism with a con-
science.” In promoting free enter-
prise, the Torah is clearly capital-
istic. But it is a conditional capital-
ism, and certainly a compassion-
ate capitalism. 
Winston Churchill once said, 
“The inherent vice of capitalism is 
the unequal sharing of blessings. 
The inherent vice of communism 
is the equal sharing of miseries.” 
So Judaism introduced an open 
market system, where the sharing 
of blessings was not left to 
chance or wishful thinking, but 
was made mandatory. 
Our Parshah gives us a classic 
example. 
Shemittah, the Sabbatical year, 
was designed to allow the land to 
rest and regenerate. Six years the 
land would be worked, but in the 
seventh year it would rest and lie 
fallow. The agricultural cycle in 
the Holy Land imposed strict 
rules and regulations on the 
owner of the land. No planting, 
no pruning, no agricultural work 
whatsoever in the seventh year—
and whatever grew by itself 
would be “ownerless” and there 
for the taking for all. The owner 
could take some, but so could his 
workers, friends and neighbors. 
The landowner, in his own land, 
would have no more right than 
the stranger. For six years you 
own the property, but in the sev-
enth you enjoy no special claims. 
This is but one of many examples 
of Judaism’s “capitalism with a 

conscience.” There are many other 
legislated obligations to the poor—not 
optional extras, not even pious recom-
mendations, but clear mandatory con-
tributions to the less fortunate. The 
ten percent tithes, as well as the obli-
gation to leave to the poor the unhar-
vested corners of one’s field, the glean-
ings, and the forgotten sheaves are all 
part of the system of compassionate 
capitalism. 
Judaism thus presents an economic 
system which boasts the best of both 
worlds—the advantages of an unfet-
tered free market, allowing personal 
expression and success relative to hard 
work, without the drawbacks of corpo-
rate greed. If the land belongs to G‑d, 
then we have no exclusive ownership 
over it. G‑d bestows His blessings 
upon us, but clearly, the deal is that we 
must share. Without Torah law, capi-
talism fails. Unbridled ambition and the 
lust for money and power lead to mo-
nopolies and conglomerates that leave 
no room for the next guy and widen 
the gap between the haves and the 
have-nots. The Sabbatical year is one of 
many checks and balances that keep 
our capitalism kosher and kind. 
Some people are too businesslike. Eve-
rything is measured and exact. Business 
is business. We should be softer, more 
flexible, not so hard, tough and busi-
nesslike. By all means, be a capitalist, 
but be a kosher capitalist. What a per-
son is “worth” financially should be 
irrelevant to the respect you accord to 
him. Retain the traditional Jewish char-
acteristics of kindness, compas-
sion, tzedakah and chesed, generosity 
of spirit, heart—and pocket. 
May you make lots of money, and en-

courage G‑d to keep showering you 
with His blessings by sharing it gener-
ously with others. 
-adapted from www.chabad.org 
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daughter marry an actor." 
David said, "Sir, I think you may 
change your mind if you see me per-
form. Won't you at least come and 
see the play?" 
So Moishe went to see the play, and 

David Silverstein, an aspiring 
young actor was in love with 
Shira Rosenbaum so he asked 
her father Moishe for his daugh-
ter's hand in marriage. Moishe 
said, "I would never let my 

the next day he called David, "You 
were right. I did change my mind. 
Go ahead and marry my daughter. 
You'll never make it as an actor.  

A Biselleh Humor 



In this week's Parshah, Behar, we 
learn about some very impor-
tant mitzvot that apply in the land 
of Israel. 
First is shemittah. The same way the 
seventh day of the week is Shabbat, 
every seventh year is a Shabbat for 
the land when the land gets to "rest." 
This means that for six years, farmers 
may work on the land, sowing seeds 
so things should grow, pruning to 
help the plants grow better, 
and harvesting the fruit and vegeta-
bles so they can sell it and make 
money. But in the seventh year, the 
year of shemittah, the land must be 
allowed to rest, and there can be no 
planting or harvesting. Instead, any-
thing that grows becomes free for 
anybody who wants to just pick and 
enjoy. 
After seven cycles of shemittah, the 
fiftieth year (7 x 7 = 49, it's the year 
following the 49th, so it's the 50th), is 
called yovel or the jubilee. It is also a 
year of rest for the land, but in addi-

tion to that, all servants go free, and all 
property returns to its original owner. 
That means that whenever somebody 
buys a plot of land he knows he will only 
keep it until the year of yovel when the 
land will go back to the original owner. 
Then the Torah tells us that we shouldn't 
worry that we won't have enough to eat 
during shemittah and the following year 
because we can't plant and harvest. Be-
cause G‑d promises that the year be-
fore shemittah--the sixth year—will pro-
duce enough food for three whole 
years—the sixth year, the year 
of shemittah, and the following year, when 
things won't grow because there was no 
planting during shemittah. 
We also learn in this Parshah that it's 
forbidden to charge a Jew interest. That 
means that when we lend someone 
money, we can't take a little extra back as 
a thank you for doing them the favor and 
lending them the money. Rather, all loans 
must be free—the person only has to pay 
back exactly what you lent them. 
In Parshat Bechukotai, we read about 

the promises that G‑d gives us if we 
keep the Torah and do the mitzvot: 
rain will come when we need it to make 
the crops grow 
there will be enough food and everybody 
will eat until they are satisfied 
we will have peace and security in the 
land 
no wild beasts or armies will pass 
through the land 
we will be successful in our battles 
and victorious over armies much larger 
than ours 
and G‑d will be with us. 
But, then the Torah tells us that if the 
people don't keep the commandments, 
and forget about their agreement with 
G‑d, then many unfortunate things will 
happen. But even if G‑d is angry at the 
Jews and must punish them, he will 
never forget or abandon them. 
The last thing we learn in the Parshah is 
how to calculate the value of different 
types of gifts that people promise to 
G‑d. 

Kids Parasha Lesson 
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Wellsprings 
Don’t fear the question. Savor it. If 
the question will become your 
own, then the answer will as well. 

Yes, we must do what is right even 
when we don’t understand. But after 
we have done, we still must under-
stand. And understanding comes only 

with questions. 
Questions are also part of the truth. 
By Tzvi Freeman  

Daily Dose 

Weekly Schedule 

Sunday Mornings, starting at 8am: 
Daily portion of Kaballah 

Tefillin wrap and morning service 
Coffee and 5 minutes of daily dose of inspiration 

Hebrew school online classes (a separate log in sent to Hebrew School families) 
Monday - Friday Mornings, starting at 6:45am 

Daily portion of Kaballah 
Tefillin wrap and morning service 

Coffee and daily dose of inspiration 
Sunday, Monday - Thursday Evenings, start time in schedule 

Learning online. Led by Rabbi Avrohom. 
Mincha online. Led by Rabbi Avrohom. 

Community Chit chat, catch up with each other. 
Learning Led by Rabbi Mendel. 
Maariv. Led by Rabbi Mendel. 

Friday Evening, starting time in schedule 
Pre Shabbat Inspiration with Rabbi Mendel and shabbat songs. (will also be on facebook live) 

Saturday evenings, starting time in schedule 
Havdallah online Service led by Rabbi Mendel. 

(will also be on facebook live) 



Rabbi Berel & Leah Zaltzman 
Rabbi Mendel & Elke Zaltzman 
Bris Avrohom of Fair Lawn 
30-02 Fair Lawn Avenue. Fair Lawn, New Jersey 07410 
201-791-7200 | Office@JewishFairLawn.org 
www.JewishFairLawn.org  www.Facebook.com/BrisAvrohomFairLawn 

We are your center for every-
thing Jewish, whatever your need 
may be, do not hesitate to contact 
us. Our ever popular holiday  
celebrations will enable you and 
your family to celebrate the Jew-
ish holidays in style, with fun and 
educational ideas helping to 
make Judaism relevant to our 
youth. 
Our Torah classes will give you a 
second opinion on any subject or 
matter you may be dealing with, 
our Holiday programs will allow 
you to celebrate your Jewish 
pride with your family and 
friends.  
Our fun Hebrew School and Day 
Camp will fill your children with an 
educated sense of what it means 
to be Jewish and our 
 synagogue services will give you 
the opportunity to pray, be in-
spired and experience spirituality. 
From pregnancy and baby cele-
brations to weddings and after life 
services including Kaddish and 
unveiling, we will be there for 
you and help create a meaningful 
and memorable experience. 
 
We are here to help you and 
serve you and look forward to 
seeing you soon! 

Bris Avrohom of Fair 
Lawn 

UPCOMING ONLINE EVENTS 

Find out more & join online at  
www.JewishFairLawn.org/

Partnership 

 

Consider a convenient online 
donation to help support your 
center for Jewish life. 
www.JewishFairLawn.org/
Donate 

This bulletin, and all archived weeks, are available on our website as well!   
http://www.jewishfairlawn.org/shabbos-bulletins.html 


