
Friday, January 6, 2017  

Candle Lighting 4:26 pm 

Evening Services 4:30 pm 

  

Saturday, January 7, 2017  

Morning Services 9:30 am 

Kiddush lunch & L’Chaim 11:45 am 

Afternoon Services 4:25 pm 

Shabbos Ends 5:30 pm 

Shabbos Times 
Shabbos Bulletin 

January 6-7, 2017 

9 Teves 5777 

Parshas Vayigash 

 

Daily Prayer Services 
 

Morning Services: 
Sunday: 8:00 am 
Mon & Thurs: 6:45 am 
Tues, Wed, & Fri: 7:00 am 
 

Evening Services: 
Sun: 4:30 pm (with Mincha) 
Mon - Thurs: 8:15 pm 

Office Hours 
For the week of January 9th: 
 

Mon - Thurs: 9 am - 3 pm 
Friday: 9 am - 12:30 pm 

Wednesday  
Talmud in Russian with  
Rabbi Berel Zaltzman 
9:00 pm 
At Bris Avrohom 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

JTeen Talks - Wednesday, January 11th at 7:30 pm 
For boys & girls ages 13-16. Teen Talks is the perfect social interaction for Jewish teens in a  
dynamic Jewish experience. Teen Talks will focus on exciting subjects that teens have to face daily. 

Dads and Teens Tefillin Club - Sunday, January 8th at 10:00 am 
Join dads & teens for Tefillin followed by breakfast every Sunday of Hebrew School. 

New Kaballah Course - Four Weeks, beginning Tuesday, January 10th at 8:00 pm 
Join Rabbi Mendel Zaltzman on a fascinating four week course on Jewish observances as a model for 
educating our children.  Learn some of the mysteries of Judaism's ancient wisdom, how G-d planted 
clues to life in every part of his book - the Torah! Fascinating insights in education based on Ancient 
Jewish observances! $36 per person for the six week course • Complimentary for Partners in Pride 
For more information and to register please visit www.JewishFairLawn.org 

Women’s Torah Class - Wednesday, January 11th at 8:00 pm 
This engaging class will give you a fresh perspective on all the hot topics. The Torah's view 
on personal relationships, raising children, and daily stress. Light refreshments and wines 
served! All women are welcome to join! Class led by Elke Zaltzman. 

Bris Avrohom of Fair Lawn cordially invites you to the Third Annual Community Gala.  
The Gala is an important celebration of community that brings us all together, and your participation will further  

support our efforts and bring awareness to the vital work that we do.  
 

Sunday, February 12, 2017 at 5:00 pm • The Terrace, Paramus, NJ 
 

Honoring Max & Avital Borin, Alen & Renat Mamrout, and Yoni & Rina Mazor 
Keynote Speaker - Rabbi Yosef Y. Jacobson • Musical Entertainment by Chony Orchestra.  

 

To make reservations or submit dedication pages please visit JewishFairLawn.org/Gala 



 

A Word of Torah 
 

The wisest of men said there is a time to weep, which implies that there will be occasions when weeping is 
inappropriate. Though King Solomon's exact words were "there is a time to weep and a time to laugh",  
obviously there are times when other responses are called for. Clearly, life is not simply about crying or 
laughing. 
 
This week's parshah relates the story of Joseph's dramatic reunion with his brothers. Though he embraces 
them all, he reserves his deepest emotions for his only full brother, Benjamin. Joseph was separated from 
his brothers when Benjamin was a mere child, and Benjamin was the only one who was not involved in the 
plot against Joseph. Theirs was, therefore, an exceptional embrace: 
And he (Joseph) fell on his brother Benjamin's neck and cried, and Benjamin cried on his neck (Genesis 
45:14). 
 
Rashi, quoting the Talmud, explains that for both brothers, their cries were, beyond the powerful feelings of 
the moment, nothing short of prophetic. Joseph wept over the two Temples of Jerusalem, destined for  
destruction, which were in the land apportioned to the tribe of Benjamin. And Benjamin cried over the 
Sanctuary at Shilo, located in the land apportioned to the tribe of Joseph, which would also be destroyed. 
The question is why: are they each crying over the other's churban (destruction)? Why do they not cry over 
their own destructions? 
 
The Lubavitcher Rebbe explains that when it comes to someone else's problem, we may be able to help 
but we cannot solve other people's problems. Even good friends can only do so much. We can offer  
generous assistance, support and the best advice in the world, but the rest is up to him or her. No matter 
how strenuous our efforts, there can be no guarantee that they will be successful. As hard as we may try 
to help, the individual alone holds the key to sort out his or her own situation. 
 
So, if we are convinced that we have done our absolute best for the other person and have still failed to 
bring about a satisfactory resolution, the only thing we can do is shed a tear. We can pray for them, we 
can be sympathetic. Beyond that, there is really nothing else we can do. When we have tried and failed, all 
we can do is cry. 
 
But when it comes to our own problems and challenges, our own churban, there we dare not settle for a 
good cry. We cannot afford the luxury of giving up and weeping. If it is our problem, then it is our duty to 
confront it again and again until we make it right. For others we can cry; but for ourselves we must act. 
Sixty years ago, the great spiritual leaders of Europe were counting their losses -- in the millions! The great 
Chassidic courts of Poland, the prestigious yeshivas of Lithuania, were all destroyed by the Nazi hordes. 
What did these righteous people do? Did they sit down and cry? Of course there were tears and mourning 
and indescribable grief, but the emphasis quickly shifted to rebuilding. And today, thank G-d, those same 
institutions are alive and well, thriving and pulsating with spirit and energy in Israel and the United States. 
The leadership focused on the future. And painstakingly, over time, they were able to resuscitate and  
rejuvenate their decimated communities. 
 
Those leaders cried bitter tears for their fallen comrades, but for themselves they did not sit and weep. 
They set about the task of rebuilding -- and succeeded in the most inspiring, miraculous way. 
 
When we have problems (and who doesn't?), so many of us simply moan and sigh and heave a good  
old-fashioned yiddishe krechtz (Jewish groan). How many times have we sighed, What can I do? And what 
does that leave us with? -- with the moaning and groaning and nothing else. In the words of the fifth  
Chabad Rebbe, Rabbi Sholom DovBer of Lubavitch, One good deed is worth more than a thousand sighs. 
Leave the krechtzing for others. If it's your problem, confront it, deal with it, work at it. You'll be surprised 
by the results. 

- Adapted from Rabbi Yossi Goldman 
 
 



 

What’s Happening at Bris Avrohom of Fair Lawn? 
 

Community Menorah Lighting 
On Monday, December 26th community members joined together at the Fair Lawn 
Borough Hall to light the town's menorah in celebration of the 3rd night of Chanukah. 
Mayor John Cosgrove had the honor of igniting the shamosh, followed by Max Borin 
who lit the three candles of that night and words of Chanukah inspiration by Rabbi 
Mendel Zaltzman. Delicious jelly donuts and gelt, music and treats were enjoyed by 
all in attendance.  
 

To see the full gallery of pictures please visit our website or Facebook. 

 

 
Don’t forget to check out the photo albums from all of our amazing Chanukah celebrations this year! You can 

access them all in the new Photo section of our website or on our Facebook page! 
 
Thank you to our January Calendar Sponsors! 
January is here! Don't forget to turn the page in our wonderful calendar and check out the exciting events we have  
coming up this month!  
Thank you to our January calendar sponsors: Michael Gutnikov, CPA, Gary I. Gorodokin, M.D., Zohar "Zack" Zamir of 
KW Town Life, Vlad's Hair Studio, Peter Malinsky of Farmers Insurance, and Julia Starobinets, DDS or Bright Smiles 
Orthodontics.  

A Biselleh Humor 
 

Peter, a well known anti-Semite, walks into a bar and is about to order a drink when he sees a guy close by 
with kippa, tzitzis, and payos. He doesn't have to be an Einstein to know that this guy is Jewish. So Peter 
shouts over to the bartender so everyone can hear, "Drinks for everyone in here, bartender, but not for that 
guy over there," pointing to the Jewish guy. 
 
Soon after the drinks have been handed out, Peter notices that the Jewish guy is smiling. This infuriates him 
and in a loud voice, he once again orders drinks for everyone except the Jewish guy. But as before, this does 
not seem to worry the Jewish guy who continues to smile. So he says to the barman, "What's the matter with 
that guy over there? I've ordered two rounds of drinks for everyone in the bar except that guy, and all he does 
is smile and look happy. Is something wrong with him or something?" 
"No, he's absolutely normal," replies the barman. "He's the owner." 

Let Your Kids have An Awesome Summer Adventure! 
Regular Early Bird Discount ends January 10th!  

Don’t miss your chance to save up to $100 per child on an 8 week registration! 
For more information or to register please visit www.FairLawnCamp.com 



Bris Avrohom of Fair Lawn 
We are your center for everything Jewish, whatever your need may be, do not hesitate to contact us. Our ever popular holiday  
celebrations will enable you and your family to celebrate the Jewish holidays in style, with fun and educational ideas helping to make 
Judaism relevant to our youth. 
 
Our Torah classes will give you a second opinion on any subject or matter you may be dealing with, our Holiday programs will allow 
you to celebrate your Jewish pride with your family and friends.  
 
Our fun Hebrew School and Day Camp will fill your children with an educated sense of what it means to be Jewish and our 
 synagogue services will give you the opportunity to pray, be inspired and experience spirituality. 
 
From pregnancy and baby celebrations to weddings and after life services including Kaddish and unveiling, we will be there for 
you and help create a meaningful and memorable experience. 
 
We are here to help you and serve you and look forward to seeing you soon! 
  
Rabbi Berel & Leah Zaltzman 
Rabbi Mendel & Elke Zaltzman 
Bris Avrohom of Fair Lawn 
30-02 Fair Lawn Avenue. Fair Lawn, New Jersey 07410 
201-791-7200 | Office@JewishFairLawn.org 
www.JewishFairLawn.org •  www.Facebook.com/BrisAvrohomFairLawn 

Find the answers to these questions in this week’s Torah reading! 
 Who guaranteed to Jacob Benjamin’s return?  

 What did Joseph give his brothers?  

 What did Joseph warn them about?  

 What is the total number of members in Jacob’s family? 

 In which city did the brothers settle? 

 

Find out more & join online at 
www.JewishFairLawn.org/Partnership 

Fair Lawn  
Jewish Day Camp 

An Awesome  
Summer Adventure! 

Registration open now! 
 

www.FairLawnCamp.com 
 

www.Facebook.com/FairLawnCamp 
 
 

Cett Hebrew School 
An exciting and innovative  
educational program for  

children in  
Pre-K through 7th grades. 

 

For more information or to  
register please visit: 

www.JewishFairLawn.org/cett 

Consider a convenient online donation to help support your center for Jewish life. 
www.JewishFairLawn.org/Donate 

This bulletin, and all archived weeks, are available on our website as well!   
http://www.jewishfairlawn.org/shabbos-bulletins.html 


