
Friday, December 9, 2016  

Candle Lighting 4:10 pm 

Evening Services 4:15 pm 

  

Saturday, December 10, 2016  

Morning Services 9:30 am 

Kiddush lunch & L’Chaim 11:45 am 

Afternoon Services 4:10 pm 

Shabbos Ends 5:14 pm 

Shabbos Times 
Shabbos Bulletin 

December 9-10, 2016 

10 Kislev 5777 

Parshas Vayeitzei 

 

Daily Prayer Services 
 

Morning Services: 
Sunday: 8:00 am 
Mon & Thurs: 6:45 am 
Tues, Wed, & Fri: 7:00 am 
 

Evening Services: 
Sun: 4:15 pm (with Mincha) 
Mon - Thurs: 8:15 pm 

Office Hours 
For the week of December 12th: 
 

Mon - Thurs: 9 am - 3 pm 
Friday: 9 am - 12:30 pm 

Wednesday  
Talmud in Russian with  
Rabbi Berel Zaltzman 
9:00 pm 
At Bris Avrohom 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

JTeen Talks - Thursday, December 15th at 7:30 pm 
For boys & girls ages 13-16. Teen Talks is the perfect social interaction for Jewish teens in a  
dynamic Jewish experience. Teen Talks will focus on exciting subjects that teens have to face daily. 

Kaballah Course, Week 6 - Tuesday, December 13th at 8:00 pm 
Join Rabbi Mendel Zaltzman on a fascinating six week course on "The Identity and Journey of Your 
Soul." $36 per person for the six week course • Complimentary for Partners in Pride 
For more information and to register please visit www.JewishFairLawn.org 

Chanukah with Mommy and Me - Sunday, December 18th at 11:30 am 
Bring the little ones, ages 2-4, for fun, upbeat, Chanukah music and movement and make a Chanukah 
craft. $15 per child • Complimentary for Partners in Pride. Register at www.JewishFairLawn.org/Chanukah 

Chanukah Night Live! - Saturday night, December 24th at 8:00 pm 
Celebrate Chanukah with friends and community! A social evening for adults featuring sushi 
station, open bar, menorah lighting and entertainment. Pre-register before December 12th, 
$40 per ticket • After December 12th, $50 per ticket • Door ticket $60 • Complimentary for 
Partners in Pride • For more information and to register please visit www.JewishFairLawn.org/Chanukah 

Dads and Teens Tefillin Club - Sunday, December 11th at 10:00 am 
Join dads & teens for Tefillin followed by breakfast every Sunday of Hebrew School. 

Chanukah Wonderland - Sunday, December 25th at 2:00 pm 
Lighting the menorah! Chanukah crafts! Pizza lunch! Carnival games! Giant bounce house! Hot 
latkes! Donuts! Cotton candy! Chanukah Gelt for all! All children receive a prize! 
Pre-register before December 12th: $10 per adult and $12 per child! • After December 12: $12 

per adult, $15 per child. At the door: $15 per adult, $20 per child • Includes all food and activities. • Complimentary for 
Partners in Pride. For more information and to register please visit www.JewishFairLawn.org/Chanukah 

For information on even more exciting 
Chanukah events visit our website at 

www.JewishFairLawn.org/Chanukah!!!! 

JTeen Chanukah Bash - Wednesday, December 28th at 7:30 pm 
Pizza, donuts, lighting the menorah, and entertainment for teens ages 13-16.  
Free admission! By reservation only! Make reservations now!! Come and bring your friends! 



 

A Word of Torah 
 

Philosophers have long struggled with the great question of our freedom of choice on the one hand, and 
our belief in a higher destiny on the other. Is life determined by fate, or do we enjoy genuine freedom? 
 
Generally, Judaism would seem to subscribe to a personal freedom in matters of morality, faith and the 
ethical choices we make in life. But when it comes to things like life and death, and even health and 
wealth, much as we would like to think we are in the driver's seat, we do seem to be subject to forces  
beyond our control. Where we live, how long we will live, how comfortably we will live-these are all in G-d's 
hands. Where we can and must choose is what kind of life we will lead. Whether it will be a G-dly,  
righteous, upstanding, decent and honest life-this is up to us, and us alone. G-d steps back to grant us the 
freedom to determine how good, how kind and how Jewish we will, or will not, be. 
 
And Jacob lifted his feet and went on his way (Genesis 29:1). This verse from our Parshah tells of Jacob's 
journey in his escape from the wrath of Esau. He was en route to Haran, where he would eventually  
establish his family and lay the foundations for the Jewish people. But why the curious language, "And 
Jacob lifted his feet"? Does the Torah really need to tell us that in order to move, we have to first lift our 
feet? Was he stuck in a swamp or something? 
 
So many of us look at our circumstances and shrug our shoulders, "Nu, what can you do?" If we were born 
into poverty or raised in a less-than-privileged environment, we resign ourselves to being doomed to  
failure.  
  
Rabbi Jonathan Sacks (Chief Rabbi of the United Kingdom) tells the story of how, as a young philosophy 
student at Cambridge, he traveled the world visiting great leaders. When he came to see the Lubavitcher 
Rebbe, the Rebbe asked him what he was doing for the Jewish students at Cambridge. He began by  
saying, "In the circumstances I currently find myself . . ." whereupon the Rebbe interrupted him and said, 
"No one 'finds himself' in circumstances. We create our own circumstances." 
  
Of course, there are times when we will find ourselves in circumstances beyond our control; but throughout 
life, we will find ample scope and opportunities to improve our own circumstances. G-d gives each of us 
our own unique qualities, talents and potential, and it is up to us to use and develop these gifts. Life is full 
of inspiring examples of individuals who have overcome disabilities and disadvantages of one kind or  
another. In the Jewish world, many have risen to prominence from the humblest beginnings. The Torah is 
the birthright of every Jew. We just have to go out and claim it. 
  
The words of our Parshah are quite deliberate and well-chosen after all. "Jacob lifted his feet and went on 
his way." Some people follow their feet wherever they will take them. No matter the direction, they simply 
coast along, allowing their feet to lead them. 
 
Not so Jacob. He was master of his feet and master of his circumstances. He set his feet on the right road, 
and became master of his destiny. 
 
May we all be inspired to lift ourselves beyond our circumstances. 

 
- Adapted from Rabbi Yossi Goldman 

 
 

 

Let Your Kids have An Awesome Summer Adventure! 
Camp registration is now open with our Super Early Bird Discount! Save up to 

$300 off of an 8 week registration! Discount ends December 12th. 
For more information or to register please visit www.FairLawnCamp.com 



 

A Biselleh Humor 
 
Coach Epstein was having some trouble when he was coaching the Stars of David in the synagogue's little 
league baseball league. At one point during a game, the Coach Epstein said to one of his young players, 
"Do you understand what a team is?" 
The little boy nodded. 
"Do you understand that what matters is whether we win together as a team?" 
"Yes, Sir," the little boy said. 
"So," Coach Epstein continued, "when a strike is called, or you're out at first, you don't argue or yell at the 
umpire. Do you understand all that?" 
Again the little boy nodded. "Yes, Coach, I understand." 
"Good," said Coach Epstein nervously. "Now, could you go over there and explain it to your mother?" 

Children’s Corner 

This week’s Torah reading begins with Jacob leaving Canaan and heading for Charan. The night before he 
enters Charan, he finds a place to rest. In lieu of a pillow, Jacob takes twelve stones and makes a pillow out 
of them on the ground. He doesn't know it, but, miraculously, all 12 stones merge into one "fluffy" rock pillow. 
While sleeping that night, Jacob has a dream where he sees a ladder stretching up to the sky with angels  
going up and down the ladder. We found a tasty way to incorporate both the rocks and ladder from this  
week’s reading! 
 
Jacob’s Ladder Cupcakes 
 
Ingredients: 
 Chocolate cupcakes of your choice 
 Chocolate frosting 
 Chocolate rock candy 
 White melting candies 
 Wax paper 
 
Directions: 
1. Melt white melting candies in a sealed Ziploc bag in 30 second intervals until completely melted (squish it 

together in between times to make sure it’s all mixed). 
2. Snip a small hole in one of the bottom corners of the bag to use it as a piping bag. 
3. Pipe out ladders on wax paper with the white melting chocolate.  Make sure you make the poles thick 

enough that they will be sturdy enough to stand. Let harden fully. 
4. Frost the cupcakes with chocolate frosting. 
5. Place rock candies around the border of the frosted cupcake. Place some in a pile in the center like a  

pillow if you’d like. 
6. When fully dry and hardened, carefully stick Jacob’s ladder into the center of the cupcake ascending to 

the Heavens! 
- Adapted from ChallahCrumbs.com and Facebook.com/ParshaDesserts 

Save the Date!  
 

 



Bris Avrohom of Fair Lawn 
We are your center for everything Jewish, whatever your need may be, do not hesitate to contact us.  
Our ever popular holiday celebrations will enable you and your family to celebrate the Jewish holidays in 
style, with fun and educational ideas helping to make Judaism relevant to our youth. 
 
Our Torah classes will give you a second opinion on any subject or matter you may be dealing with, our  
Holiday programs will allow you to celebrate your Jewish pride with your family and friends.  
 
Our fun Hebrew School and Day Camp will fill your children with an educated sense of what it means to be 
Jewish and our synagogue services will give you the opportunity to pray, be inspired and experience  
spirituality. 
 
From pregnancy and baby celebrations to weddings and after life services including Kaddish and unveiling, 
we will be there for you and help create a meaningful and memorable experience. 
 
We are here to help you and serve you and look forward to seeing you soon! 
  
Rabbi Berel & Leah Zaltzman 
Rabbi Mendel & Elke Zaltzman 
Bris Avrohom of Fair Lawn 
30-02 Fair Lawn Avenue. Fair Lawn, New Jersey 07410 
201-791-7200 | Office@JewishFairLawn.org 
www.JewishFairLawn.org •  www.Facebook.com/BrisAvrohomFairLawn 

Find the answers to these questions in this week’s Torah reading! 
 What did Jacob see in his dream?   

 How many years did Jacob work for his wives?  

 What was Jacob’s payment for working for Lavan?  

 What did Rachel steal from her father Lavan’s house?  

 What did Jacob and Lavan do as a peace treaty?   

 

Find out more & join online at 
www.JewishFairLawn.org/Partnership 

Fair Lawn  
Jewish Day Camp 

An Awesome  
Summer Adventure! 

Registration open now! 
 

www.FairLawnCamp.com 
 

www.Facebook.com/FairLawnCamp 
 
 

Cett Hebrew School 
An exciting and innovative  
educational program for  

children in  
Pre-K through 7th grades. 

 
For more information or to  

register please visit: 
www.JewishFairLawn.org/cett 

Consider a convenient online donation to help support your center for Jewish life. 
www.JewishFairLawn.org/Donate 

This bulletin, and all archived weeks, are available on our website as well!   
http://www.jewishfairlawn.org/shabbos-bulletins.html 


