
FROM THE RABBI 
 Every year, as David Stameshkin 
writes our Purimshpiel, he faces the 
challenge of telling the same basic 
story in a new way; and if not new, at 
least in an entertaining way. For David, 
for music director Alan Levine, and for 
20+ others, This "minor" holiday gets 
more attention than most other 
holidays. Hopefully you'll join us in 
celebrating on Sunday, March 12, as 
we enjoy “Bye-bye Haman.”  
 
 But what does the story in the 
Megillah have to offer us? We have our 
heroes in Mordechai and Esther who 
come to know that power must be used 
appropriately for the good of society, 
even sometimes, at great personal 
risk. We have scheming anti-Semites 
who successfully manipulate a buffoon 
monarch, reciting old anti-Semitic lines, 
"they're just not like us." We have a 
woman who refuses to be humiliated 
and degraded when someone in power 
wants to exploit her sexually. We have 
challenging moral questions about 
collective punishment. We are taught 
that times of joy are not complete 
unless we remember the poor in our 
midst. In the more traditional world, we 
are taught that before celebration there 
is sometimes sadness and anxiety, 
marked by the fast day (Ta'anit Esther, 
the Fast of Esther) that comes before 
the feast day. And we learn that 
feasting is a Mitzvah too, with food and 
drink, costumes and noise makers. 
 
 In this way, Purim becomes the 
ultimate holiday, minor only if we limit it 
to one dimension, whatever that 
dimension may be. Hamantaschen 
may be delicious, but these days you 
can get them at Costco. If I want a 
great party, there's always Mardi Gras 
(even if its origins are Christian). If I 
want a serious message, I need to only 
open my computer to find the news of 
the day on my welcome screen. Purim 
(and other holidays) offer us 
perspective by combining all of these 
elements into discrete doses, scattered 
throughout the year. 

 This then raises a question. How 
do we make all of our observances 
multi-dimensional? This takes will. 
Carving out the time in our day and 
age is far from easy. The effort must 
be intentional. It's too easy to believe 
that Hallmark has the answer to all of 
our holiday needs. It takes learning, 
especially for Jews by Choice and 
others who have not genuinely 
explored the meaning of the holidays 
since childhood. It takes a community. 
Together we share our deepest 
sorrows and most joyous celebrations. 
 
 Purim is as good a time as any to 
begin. Take out your Tanach (Bible). 
Go the Book of Esther. A cursory 
reading will take only about 30 
minutes. Let Rabbi Google help you 
find a good Hamantaschen recipe. Be 
sure to give some to friends. Give 
some extra Tzedakah. Learn more at 
http://www.reformjudaism.org/jewish-
holidays/purim?gclid=CIfsnbT-
o9ICFRgHhgodXTAOPA.  And by all 
means, join us for our Purimshpiel. Be 
sure to bring your friends and family. 
 
 Once you get in the habit of 
observing our holidays in this way, 
remember that Passover is just around 
the corner. Let me know if you have 
room at your Seder tables to welcome 
guests, and sign up for the second 
night Seder, brought to us by 
Brotherhood. 
 
 I look forward to sharing with you 
in the holidays, and so much more. 
Chag Purim Sameach. Have a joyous 
Purim holiday! 
 

 

SERVICES & EVENTS 
March 3 

First Friday Erev Shabbat service  
 

March 4 
Beyond Torah study 9 a.m.   

 

Movie night see p. 5 
 

March 6, 13, 20, 27 
Adult Jewish Growth see p. 5 

 

March 10 

Erev Shabbat service 7:30 
 

March 11 

Beyond Torah study & Shabbat service   
9 a.m.  

 

March 12 
Sh’arim 9:15-noon 

 

Purimshpiel 
“Bye Bye Haman” 1:30 p.m. 

  

March 17 
Shabbat La-y’ladim 6:30 

 

Erev Shabbat service 7:30 
Shaarai Ha-Am (5th grade) participating 

 

March 18 
NO Beyond Torah study & Shabbat 

service   
 

YES Fund dinner, see p. 9 
 

March 19 
Women’s Torah study 

 

March 24 
Erev Shabbat service 7:30 

 

March 25 
NO Beyond Torah study & Shabbat 

service   
 

March 31-April 2 
Ed Freedman Congregational retreat 

 

March 31 
Erev Shabbat service at 7:30 
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Mi Shebeirach 

 If you’ve been to Friday night services, you know we 
sing a version of the Mi Shebeirach blessing. Actually, Mi 
Shebeirach is a traditional blessing asking God for 
something. This one asks God for healing for someone in our 
life, or for ourself. Rabbi Paskoff introduces this prayer by 
asking the congregation to mention the name (s) of anyone in 
our life who is in pain, ill, or hurting in any way. 
 
 On the tables just outside the front and back sanctuary 
doors are pre-printed postcards to send to someone you 
have mentioned, or thought of, for healing. Feel free to take a 
card, address it, sign it or include a personal note if you wish, 
and drop it in a mailbox.  

 
Shabbat La-y’ladim  

March 17 
is our special Erev Shabbat experience for those 
around 8 years old and under and their families. 
Shabbat La-y’ladim begins at 6:30 p.m. and 
includes a child-friendly Oneg Shabbat. 



  

 To David & Kelley Weiss on the marriage 
of their daughter Erica to James Martin last 
August. 
 

    To Tamar Livneh on her recent 
engagement to Derek Baker. 
 

    To Richard Geisenberger being named and sworn in as the 
Secretary of Finance for the State of Delaware. Richard is the son 
of Rosalind Geisenberger and Jacques Geisenberger Jr. 
 
     

Todah Rabah! 

    To everyone who sent me birthday wishes via my 
Sisterhood Uniongram. Getting thoughtful birthday wishes, 
that help raise money for the wonderful things that the WRJ 
YES fund supports is a great combination. Thank you!  Sharon 
Randazzo       

     Our grateful thanks to JCAL for helping to provide a 
wonderful weekend of community with story teller, Jennifer 
Zunikoff, the first weekend in February.   
 

    To Marilyn Nathan and Jill Weisberg for a delicious and 
meaningful Teaching Shabbat Dinner on Jan. 27. Miriam 
Baumgartner, AJG Committee Chair 
 

    To all those Sisterhood members who received, and 
congregants who signed Uniongrams over the past four years. 
I have thoroughly enjoyed communicating with and getting to 
know all of you.  Miriam Baumgartner, Sisterhood Uniongram 
Chair, 2013-2/17/2017. 
 




Condolences 
    Rabbi Paskoff, President Oxenberg, and the Board of 
Trustees of Congregation Shaarai Shomayim express their 
condolences to Stu Blumenthal and family on the passing of 
Stu's step-father John Casaerta January 26.  
 

    Sympathy is extended to Eric Parker and family on the 
passing of Eric’s sister, Janet Parker Lewin, on Tuesday, 
January 31.  
 

    Condolences go to friends of long time member Arno Wolff 
who passed away on February 1. 
 

    Sympathy is extended to Barry Margolis and Betty Margolis 
on the passing of Barry’s brother and Betty’s stepson, Donald, 
on February 7. 
 

    Our condolences go to friends and family of long time 
member Joyce Goldfarb, who passed away on February 19.  
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Important Notification 
    If you or a member of your family is hospitalized, it may 
take as long as 48 hours for the Chaplain’s office to notify us, 
especially if it is overnight or a weekend.  
 You can contact the office, mrowley@shaarai.org or 
397-5575, or email Rabbi Paskoff directly at 
jpaskoff@shaarai.org if you hear about a congregant in the 
hospital. 

 The 2017 edition of the Shaarai Shomayim 
Directory has been printed and sent to each 
member family. 
  
Please take a moment to review your directory information. 
We will continue to publish corrections, additions, and 
updates. 
 
Additional directories will be available at the Temple office 
SOON.  Watch for an announcement...  

From the Financial Secretary 

  In the first week of March, congregants with a current 
account balance will receive an email statement from 
accounts@shaarai.com, subject line "March 
Statement."  Please open the statement and review for 
accuracy.  If you have any questions, please contact Jill 
Weisberg, bellallure1@aol.com or 717-917-3748.  Do 
not call the Temple office, as we do not have access 
to all your information. 
 
Please remember that balances are due within 30 days 
of the statement date.  If you would like  your payments 
to be made on a charge card, please contact Jill  at 
bellallure1@aol.com.or 717-917-3748. The Temple 
office cannot take credit card information over the 
phone. 

 

REMINDER-- there is a new address for 
sending ANY checks for payment for Temple 
pledges, Sh’arim, etc.; if you make automated 
payments from a financial institution you need 
to change the payment address there as well.  

                      Congregation Shaarai Shomayim 

                      PO Box 219 

                      Montvale NJ  07645 

You are also now able to pay via ACH on 
shaarai.org as well as with credit or debit cards.   

 

 

If you served on Temple Board between 1995 and 
2001... 
  ...the Archives could really use your help. We are 
missing most of our Board minutes from July 1995 through 
November 2001. (We do have April 1998 through 
June 2000.)  
 That is a long time ago and most of us assume we 
don't have them. But, please look in your files, boxes and 
computers (old ones particularly).  Those asked 
individually so far have been surprised with what they do 
have! We have found all from 2002 to present day.  Any 
format will work: hard copy, computer files, attachments to 
emails.  Even one month's minutes is important.  
 If you find any, please contact David Brener at 
Brenerda@aol.com or (717) 733-1506. 

mailto:accounts@shaarai.com
mailto:bellallure1@aol.com
mailto:bellallure1@aol.com.or
http://shaarai.org
mailto:Brenerda@aol.com
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Shaarai Shomayim  Summer Camp! 

 June 12-16, 2017 
A Summer Celebration of  

Jewish Life! 
at the Emerald Foundation 

(formerly the JCC building)  

2120 Oregon Pike, Lancaster 

Shaarai Camp 
 

*is for ALL Jewish students, preschool through the completion of 7th grade 
*is staffed by adult volunteers and high school students, chosen for their creativity,      
   RUACH!, and love of Judaism! 
*meets Monday - Thursday,  9 a.m.-3 p.m., Preschoolers 9-Noon  (snacks provided) 
*has special days! 
*Thursday—all full-day campers stay late. Parents are invited to join us at 6 p.m. for a  
   BBQ dinner and bonfire. 
 
*FRIDAY: Drop off at 9:00. ALL CAMPERS ARE PICKED UP AT NOON. At 6:00,  
families are invited to bring their own picnic dinner, and join us for dinner and services 
at a local park (details to follow) 
 

 ALL DAY CAMPERS SHOULD BRING: 

SUNSCREEN, BATHING SUIT, TOWEL,  

CHANGE OF CLOTHES 

LUNCH & DRINK (NO NUTS PLEASE) 
 

WE WILL PROVIDE AFTERNOON SNACK 

COST:  
 

$90 FOR HALF-DAY  
 

$170 FULL DAY CAMPERS 
Please complete registration & payment 

online 
at www.shaarai.org 

 

CAMP T-SHIRTS THIS YEAR, 

GUARANTEED FOR THOSE 

REGISTERED BY MAY 1. 

 

Invite friends from throughout the 

Jewish community to join us! 
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Adult Jewish Growth  5776-77 
 

All Monday night presentations are 7:30-9 p.m. in 
the small side of the Wise Memorial Hall 

Please enter through the double glass doors on 
Duke St. 

 
 

Mar. 6      The Faith of our Plain Sect Neighbors   
      Dr. Donald Kraybill 
         13 & 20 People of the Book, a book discussion  
      Ruth Wunderlich 
         27  Great Jewish Women               
      Ann Leisawitz  & Rabbi Paskoff 

 
COMING APRIL 3 

Adult Jewish Growth will host a women’s Passover 
seder, and a men’s Passover seder that evening.  
More details to come. 
 
Weekly sessions: 
Mondays noon-1:00: Book Group (Currently studying 
Reform Responsa for the 21st Century and Penguin 
Book of Hebrew Verse) 
 

Tuesdays noon-1:00: Talmud Study 
 

Saturdays 9–10:30 a.m.: Beyond Torah study and brief 
Shabbat morning service 
 

Sessions are cancelled occasionally for Rabbinic, 
scheduling, or other reasons. Please check with the 
office prior to attending a session for the first time. 

Shaarai Shomayim Movie Night presents 
 

"Spaceballs" 
 

Planet Spaceballs' President Skroob sends Lord Dark 
Helmet to steal planet Druidia's abundant supply of air to 
replenish their own, and only Lone Starr can stop them. 

Starring Mel Brooks, John Candy, Rick Moranis, Bill 
Pullman. 

 
1987♦ rated PG ♦ 96 min. 

Begins with Havdalah at 7 p.m. 
Movie refreshments 

March 4 

 

SUMMER MITZVAH TRIP 

 This summer, we’ll be returning to Appalachia, for the 
SEVENTH year! We will leave on Sunday, July 9, and return 
Thursday, July 13. The level of poverty we witness is beyond 
our imagination, and the work we will do will be vital for the 
people of McRoberts, Kentucky. Let’s put Tzedakah into 
action! 

Space is limited 
The cost is $200 per person double room, $250 per person 

single room  
   

 Open to adults, high school and middle school students 
accompanied by a parent. 
  If you can’t join us, you can still participate through 
donations to help subsidize the trip, by coming to special 
fundraisers to support our efforts, or by donating supplies in 
the form of Walmart gift cards that can be used in KY.  I hope 
you can join us. 

Rabbi Paskoff 
 

 
 
C o m i n g 
f u n d r a i s e r s : 
Isaac’s, April 5, 
Friendly’s, May 17   

X  
  

Many of you have seen clips on YouTube… 

The Maccabeats! 

An American Jewish all-male a cappella group based 
at Yeshiva University. 

Here’s your local opportunity to see them live 
and up close, appearing at F& M College on 

Sunday, March 26, 5 p.m., at the  
Barshinger Center for the Performing Arts 

The concert is presented in honor of F&M Hillel's 
50th Anniversary and is free. 
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  Last August I was fortunate to attend the NewCAJE 
conference for Jewish Educators along with other teachers 
and staff.  This was my second year attending and just like 
last year, it refreshed me with new ideas for the coming year 
and helped me reaffirm my commitment to Sh’arim and the 
young minds we help shape.  One session I attended was on 
a new program called Chai Mitzvah.  The basis of the program 
is a monthly topic addressed through Jewish text selections 
meant to be used in a small group setting.  They have a teen 
specific program that takes the same topics but focuses on 
one or two texts that can be most relatable for our middle and 
high school students.   
 I thought this would be the perfect way to reintroduce 
topics that have been covered in other years in Sh’arim but 
are worth looking at again as students mature and have a 
different perspective.  We’ve been using this program for the 
combined Shaarai Mitzvot and Shaarai T’filah classes (7th & 
8th grade) and it has been an interesting journey so far.   
 The topics covered across the year are: Rites of 
Passage, Tzedakah/Philanthropy, Individual & Community, 
Interpersonal Relationships, Mindfulness/Conscious Living, 
Adding New Insights and Meaning to the Passover 
Seder,  Israel and the Jewish Spirit, Gratitude: Modim 
Anachnu Lach, and Judaism and the Environment.  Each 
monthly program focuses on a text, a discussion, and an 
activity.  The overall program asks that in addition to covering 
the nine topics, participants identify something Jewish they 
want to learn, take on or deepen an existing Jewish ritual, and 
engage in a social action project.   
 I look forward to seeing how the program comes together 
as a whole at the end of the year and hope to continue this in 
future classes.  While the topics are static, the discussion can 
take a number of different directions depending on the group.   
 Biographically, I am a fourth generation member of 
Shaarai Shomayim. I have been teaching here for three years, 
after becoming a Bat Mitzvah, completing Religious School, 
and being confirmed here.    

WANTED—laptops, new or 

used (no more than 3 years old, 
please) for use in Sh’arim. 
Please let Rabbi Paskoff know 
if you are upgrading and able to 
donate your old computers to 
us. 

  

SAVE the DATE… 
A Summer Celebration of   

Jewish Life! 

Shaarai Shomayim Summer Camp 
June 12-16, 2017 

 
Shaarai Day Camp is returning to its former 
location, now the Emerald Foundation, on 
Oregon Pike, and we extend grateful thanks to 
the Usdin family for hosting camp while the JCC 
property was in transition.  
 

WATCH FOR REGISTRATION ON 
WWW.SHAARAI.ORG 

 

Questions about camp?  
Contact Rabbi Paskoff, 397-5575  

or jpaskoff@shaarai.org. 

Sh’arim thanks Sisterhood 
for providing a wonderful Tu 
B’Shevat seder in February. 



  MITZVOT OPPORTUNITIES & COMMUNITY EVENTS 

 Mitzvot Opportunities are activities that give us the chance to do something positive for our Jewish and 
non-Jewish neighbors.  Whether it is a 13 year old’s Bar/Bat Mitzvah project, a collection for Jewish 
Family Services, a meal for the homeless, or money for a disaster relief fund; whether you call it Tikkun 
Olam, gemilut chasadim, or Mitzvot, it’s all good. 
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We’re here for you 
Can we help you? 

With a ride?   With a call?  With a visit?   
With something we haven’t thought of yet? 

Can you help us? 
Be a driver.  Be a caller.  Be a visitor.   

Be a mentsch 
Contact ALICE YERMAN, 569-5554 or 

ayerm@juno.com 

HINEINI 

Jewish Family Service of Lancaster 
Durable Medical Equipment Loan Closet 
 

Lancaster JFS’s Durable Medical Loan Closet has 
walkers, canes, commode 
sidebars, bedside commodes, 
shower stools, and wheelchairs for 
loan at no cost.  We have also just 
received a 16" stainless steel grab 
bar— easy installation by a handy 
person. 

Taking advantage of an equipment loan just takes two 
steps: 
  Call JFS at 397-5575 to reserve your item 

 Stop by the JFS office  to pick up your item 
   

If hardship prevents you from picking up the item, a JFS 
volunteer can deliver it to you home. If and when you no 
longer need it, return it to JFS for others to use. 
  

 JFS appreciates donations of durable medical 
equipment.  Please contact us 537-1863 or 
jfshelps@gmail.com, and a JFS volunteer will pick up the 
item at your home. 

 

Please remember, Jewish Family 
Services HELPS!  
Let us help you!  

  

75 E James St 
Lancaster, PA 17602 

717-537-1863 or jfshelps@gmail.com 

MITZVAH CLOSET 

 The Tikkun Olam committee has organized the Mitzvah 
Closet and is continuing our efforts to support the School 
District of Lancaster through the collection of school supplies 
and clothing items for uniforms; the Water Street Rescue 
Mission by collecting art supplies that will be used in therapy 
for adults; and by collecting items for Milagro House, the 
YWCA, and the Shelter for Abused Women.  Items for these 
ongoing projects are listed next to the Mitzvah Closet. 

 Until mid-March we are also asking for donations of new 
or gently used, clean coats and blankets for Church World 
Service, which is collecting items for  refugees it is helping to 
settle in the Lancaster area. For more information, contact 
Bob Houghton, La6756@gmail.com  

 Thank you so much for your help and support as we 
reach out to serve the needs of our Lancaster community. 
 

FROM THE GREEN COMMITTEE 
Say "no" to individually packaged portions. 

 Each person in America generates about 1,500 pounds 
of trash--called solid waste--every year.  By the end of our 
lifetimes, we will have each created about 117,000 pounds of 
trash.  Ed note: this statistic is from 2005.  
 The fashion for pre-packaged mini-portions is no more 
than a marketing strategy.  Take the time to create your own 
portions.  Stop buying individual portions, cans, and other 
superfluous packaging for children's meals, or mid-morning 
snacks.  Invest instead in reusable plastic containers and 
drinking bottles.  When you explain your choice to your 
children, you can also make them aware of the threat to the 
planet that prompted your choice. 
 

365 Ways to Save the Earth  
by Phillippe Bourseiller 
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Anne Frank 
Traveling 
Exhibit 

February 6-
March 9, 2017 

Milanof-
Schock 
Library,  

Mount Joy, PA  
717-653-1510   

www.mslibrary.org 

 

 The Milanof-Schock Library in Mount Joy will be 
hosting this amazing exhibit from the Anne Frank Center 
USA.  This is the first time that this traveling exhibit has 
come to Pennsylvania and it will be free to the public.  In 
addition, the library has organized a number of programs 
and events that will take place during the course of the 
exhibit.  

 PROGRAMS & EVENTS 

The exhibit will be open for public appreciation 
during regular Library hours. Trained Docents will 

be on-hand to provide information and answer 
questions. 

Discussion of this year’s selection Rose Under Fire by 
Elizabeth Wein. 

• Thursday, March 2 @ 6:30 - Readers’ Theatre Group 
to perform excerpts from Rose Under Fire. 
• Monday, March 6 @ 6:30 - “Never Again: Holocaust 
and Genocide – A Round Table Discussion.” 
 

 

 Sponsored by  Lanco Federal Credit Union, Members 1st 
Federal Credit Union, Rotary Club of Mount Joy, Kiwanis 

Club - NORLANCO/RHEEMS 

• Wednesday, March 1 @ 6:30 - Rabbi Jack Paskoff 
from Congregation Shaarai Shomayim in Lancaster will 
speak about the relevance of Anne Frank today. 

 

 To those of you 
who are aware of The 
Walk to End Genocide 
on April 23 in 
Washington DC, there 
are plans locally to 

organize a group to participate. Rabbi Paskoff and Dr. 
Karen Rice at Millersville are working to reserve bus
(es;) if you are interested in participating, contact Rabbi 
at jpaskoff@shaarai.org so we know how many buses 
to reserve!!!  

 We Walk to raise money to end genocide and mass 
atrocities worldwide though education, advocacy and 
projects that support and build resilience in conflict-
affected communities. We Walk in solidarity with our 
sisters and brothers in conflict-riven parts of the world.  

 For more information, to register, or if you cannot 
participate in the Walk, please go to https://
www.walktoendgenocide.org/dc/Static/Faq to help us 
realize our vision of a world where civilian populations 
are no longer being attacked simply because of who 
they are; a world without genocide and mass atrocities.  

JEWISH MUSICAL ARTISTS 
SERIES 

 Ann Leisawitz will be giving a four 
week series of lecture-concerts at the 
Overlook Public Library,  Monday 
mornings, March 13 through April 3, beginning at 
10:00. 

   This series will focus on the Violin Concerto, 
and features performances by legendary artists 
Jascha Heifitz, Yehudi Menuhin, and Itzhak 
Perlman.  

 All are welcome, there is no admission charge.   

http://jww.us2.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=77e795450555d847455a24b8d&id=aaa50ae61e&e=b77b0564fc


Temple Contributions 
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Effective January 1, 2017….To those making 
a donation to a Temple fund: Along with the 

name of the fund, PLEASE include the name 
and ADDRESS of whomever the donation is 

being made. If the name and ADDRESS of who 
is being honored or remembered is not 

included, a note will not be sent.  Thank you.  
Carole D’Ettorre 
 

Mitzvah Fund 
Get well Ellyse Selfon 
 Marilyn and Ron Toplitz 
 

In memory of Ralph Friedman 
 Sandy and Dick Bloom 
 Missy, Anthony and Logan DePietro 
 

In honor of Jill Pokorney’s engagement 
 Maureen and Michael Rostolsky 
 

In honor of the birth of Ivy Mascho 
 Randi and Bill Jacobson 
 

In honor of the engagement of Carmel Friedman to Jeff 
Intinarelli 
 Randi and Bill Jacobson 
 

In memory of Robert Schattner 
 Toby and Paul Greco 
 

In memory of Shirley Weiss 
 Toby and Paul Greco 
 

Miller Music Fund 
In memory of John Casaerta 
 Rosanne and David Selfon 
 

In memory of Lester Mayberry 
 Rosanne and David Selfon 
 

Chavrai Zamir Fund 
Get well Judy Singer 
 Randi and Bill Jacobson 
 

Gilat Zikkaron Fund 
In honor of the birth of twin granddaughters to Emily Ritholz 
and Timothy Reusing 
 David Brener 
 

In memory of Donald Margolis 
 David Brener 

Sisterhood Contributions 

Sofian Youth Fund 
Mazel Tov to Emily Ritholz and Tim Reusing on the birth of 
their twin granddaughters  
 Randi and Bill Jacobson 
 

Speedy recovery to Ellyse Selfon   
 Randi and Bill Jacobson 
 

Social Welfare Fund 
Mazel Tov to Emily Ritholz and Tim Reusing on the birth of 
their twin granddaughters  
 Ronnie and Harvey Meyer 
 

Wishing a complete recovery to Ellyse Selfon 
 Ronnie and Harvey Meyer. 

Explore new perspectives from a 
woman's point of view on the great 

teachings of our faith. 
 

Sunday, March 26, 7 p.m. 

Teen Lounge 

                              Read Exodus 35:1-40:38 
 

All are welcome!! 
No prior Torah experience necessary 

 
 

Sponsored by Sisterhood 
 

 

Each meeting begins with a short  Rosh Chodesh  
Service and focuses on a single Torah portion, so if you 

miss a session, you can just join right in. 
 

Contact Tama Etra at tamaetra@gmail.com or Jill 
Weisberg  at bellallure1@aol.com with questions. 

 YES Fund Evening 

Saturday, March 18, 2017 

in the Wise Memorial Hall, 

7 p.m.  
Join us for an evening of food and entertainment as 

we raise money for WRJ's YES Fund.  We are 

delighted to announce that our honoree this year is 

David Stameshkin and look forward to celebrating 

with him and his family.  

 

This event is open to the entire congregation.  Please 

contact Terry Singer, 717-560-1686 or 

singer@etown.edu. by March 10 if you would like to 

come. A $36 contribution is suggested, but not 

required.  

mailto:tamaetra@gmail.com
mailto:bellallure1@aol.com
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YAHRZEIT 

These names are perpetual memorial plaques displayed permanently or on the appropriate week of their Yahrzeits in our 
Sanctuary: 

March 3 
Rosette B. Joseph 
Celia Selig 
Selma Freedman 
Louis Solomon 
Ida Sylvia Selfon 
Susan R. Baer 
Samuel Schaffer 
Bernard Zaritzky 
Yetta S. Gilbert 
Florence R. Rosenthal 
Bella Sussman 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March 10 
Eugene Ellis 
Stella W. Miller 
Rebecca Strauss 
Dr. Harry A. Elins 
Joseph Rabinowitz 
Settie Selig 
Ethel Gittel Rosenzweig 
Lev Reingold 
Rabbi Samson A. Shain 
Frieda N. Strauss 
Natalie M. Loss 
Cherie A. Lehner 
Minnie Lurio 
Sara L. Stein 
Max Wolf 
 
 

March 17 
Max Rosenbaum 
Harry M. Cohen 
Mary A. Halperin 
Sara H.C. Rosenstein 
Lily Adler Jacobs 
Beatrice Halpern Evers 
Stanley Geisenberger 
Fannie J. Peitzman 
Mildred A. Migdon 
Harry Chertcoff 
Rebecca Goldring 
Paulyne S. Levine 
 
 
 
 
 

March 24 
Florence E. Ellison 
Anna Pirosh Levy 
Sydney M. Schwartz 
Solomon Enco 
Rosalind Geisenberger 
Henriette Aaronsohn 
Irving Elins 
Alvin Pellis 
Hannah Hurwitz 
Moses Lurio 
Rabbi Isadore Rosenthal 
Melvin Morris Wolfe 
Dr. Donald Berkowitz 
James Zamoiski 
Audrey Berkowitz Brown 
 
 

March 31 
Stephanie G. Dubroff 
Louis Lyons 
June S. Dubroff 
Alexander T. Stein 
Blanche L. Rosenstein 
Bernard Z. Schachter 
Helen L. Wolton 
 
 
 
 
 

 

If you would like to have any names added to the Kaddish list, please notify the Temple office, 397-5575 or  
office@shaarai.org by Wednesday of the week you would like those additions read. 

2018 in Israel! 

 
 

 

                     

Do you think you might be interested in traveling to Israel sometime in 2018?  

Rabbi Paskoff will host a meeting on Wednesday, March 15, 7 p.m., at his house to 

discuss possibilities. Open to all, including Jews who are not congregants as well as 

people from the general community, first timers and returnees  

Please contact jpaskoff@shaarai.org or 397-5575, if you would like to attend. 

Dead Sea 

Tel Aviv 

The Negev 

Haifa 
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TICKETS NOW AVAILABLE! 
 

Tuesday, April 11 
5:30PM 

Four Seasons Golf Club,  
949 Church St., Landisville 

Banquet Room 
 

Reserve your seats today for the  
33rd Annual Second Night Seder by registering   
online at www.shaarai.org/2017-passover.html 

 
 
 
If you haven't joined us yet, beware - - it may become a new tradition for your family! This event, 

coordinated by the Shaarai Shomayim Brotherhood, is a traditional Community Family Seder 
Celebration open to the public and conducted by Rabbi Jack Paskoff. It is an interactive seder 

where you leave spiritually fulfilled, and belly-filled. 
 

Tickets are required to attend, and you can make seating requests.  
 

Adults….. $25 each 
           Children ages 7-12, $15 each,  
           Children ages 6 and under free 
           $100 maximum per family.  
          

    Reservations are required by March 20. 
 
 

When you complete the online registration, you will also be asked to choose which kosher-style 
entrée you would like reserved for each guest.  
 
MAIN COURSE OPTIONS: 
  

Homemade Beef Brisket, served in sauce with carrots and potatoes 
     OR 
Homemade Vegetable Matza Lasagna 
 
  

Included on the menu are homemade Matzah Ball Soup, applesauce, gefilte fish (from Baltimore 
Deli,) matzah, charoset, horseradish, a kosher-style dessert buffet from Sweet Street, and 
beverages. 
 
 
  

Questions?   Contact Aaron Zinner, Brotherhood President, at 
alz17522@comcast.net. 

  

A SPECIAL PASSOVER  

COMMUNITY-WIDE EVENT 
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 A CHANGE IS COMING... 

 In order to provide better, more timely communication with the membership, the Temple 
Board is facilitating a change in how that happens. 

 In mid-February, we began delivering one reformatted, electronic newsletter every Friday. 
It presents a fresh new look that provides a glimpse of the various happenings at our 
congregation and a message from our leadership.  Each piece directs you to our website 
where you can find more details.  

 If you do not have email, and would like a printed copy of the weekly newsletter, please 
call the  office, 397-5575. 

  In addition, we are planning to replace the monthly printed Temple Bulletin with a 
quarterly printed newsletter beginning June 1.  The new quarterly will give a bird’s eye of our 
congregation by focusing on the biggest events: High Holidays, ritual, education, Tikkun Olam, 
and other activities that impact the entire membership. We will also keep you informed of 
important happenings within our Board and Temple family. There will no longer be a midmonth 
mailing.   

 If you have questions or concerns, please contact Debi Oxenberg at 
doxenberg@wellspan.org. 

mailto:doxenberg@wellspan.org


Shevat/Adar 5777           March 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1  Adar 3 
 
 
Sh’arim for Tarbut-
Mitzvot   
4:30-6 p.m. 
Adult Hebrew  
5-6 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

2  Adar 4 
 
 
Sisterhood board 

3  Adar 5 
 
 
1st Friday Erev 
Shabbat service     
6 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4  Adar 6 
 
NO Beyond Torah 
study & Shabbat 
morning service  
 
 

Movie night see  
p. 5 
 

Terumah 

5  Adar 7 
 
 
Sh’arim  9:15-noon 
 
Sh’arim Shaarai Ha
-Gan-Shaarai Ha-
Am (grades k-5th) 
retreat to Pearlstone 
8 a.m.-3 p.m.  

6  Adar 8 
 
 
Adult Jewish 
Growth 7:30-9 p.m. 
See p. 5 
 
 
 
 
 

7  Adar 9 
 
 
Youth Comm. 

meets 7 p.m. 

8  Adar 10 
 
 
Sh’arim for Tarbut-
Mitzvot   
4:30-6 p.m. 
Adult Hebrew  
5-6 p.m. 

9  Adar 11 10  Adar 12 
 
 
Erev Shabbat 
service 7:30 
 

11  Adar 13 
 
 
Beyond Torah 
study & Shabbat 
morning service 
9:00 
 
 
 
 

Tetzeveh 

12  Adar 14 
 
 
Sh’arim  9:15-noon 
Mishpacha 
 
 
Purimshpiel 1:30 

13  Adar 15 
 
 
Adult Jewish 
Growth 7:30-9 p.m. 
See p. 5 
 
Israel Comm. meets 
6:30 p.m. 

14  Adar 16 
 
 
Executive Board 
meets at the 
Temple 

15  Adar 17 
 
 
Sh’arim for Tarbut-
Mitzvot   
4:30-6 p.m. 
Adult Hebrew  
5-6 p.m. 
 
 
 

16  Adar 18 17 Adar 19 
 
 
Shabbat La-y’ladim  
6:30 
 
Erev Shabbat 
service 7:30 
Shaarai Ha-Am 
(5th grade) 
participating 

18  Adar 20 
 
 
NO Beyond Torah 
study & Shabbat 
morning service  
 
YES Fund dinner 
see p. 9 
 
 

Ki Tissa 

19  Adar 21 
 
 
Sh’arim  9:15-noon 
Shaarai Atid 
 
Women’s Torah 
Study 
See p. 9 

20  Adar 22 
 
 
Adult Jewish 
Growth 7:30-9 p.m. 
See p. 5 

21  Adar 23 
 
 
Temple Board  

Committee 

meetings 

 

Please see your 

committee chair for 

time and place 

22  Adar 24 
 
 
Sh’arim for Tarbut-
Mitzvot   
4:30-6 p.m. 
Adult Hebrew  
5-6 p.m. 

23  Adar 25 24  Adar 26 
 
 
Erev Shabbat 
service 7:30 

25  Adar 27 
 
 
NO Beyond Torah 
study & Shabbat 
morning service  
 
 
 
 
 
Vayakhel-Pekude 

26  Adar 28 
 
 
Sh’arim  9:15-noon 
Mishpacha 

27  Adar 29 
 
 
Adult Jewish 
Growth 7:30-9 p.m. 
See p. 5 

28 Nisan 1 
 
 
Temple Board 
meets at the 
Temple 6:30 
 
 
 
 
Rosh Chodesh 
Nisan 

29  Nisan 2 
 
 
Sh’arim for Tarbut-
Mitzvot   
4:30-6 p.m. 
Adult Hebrew  
5-6 p.m. 

30  Nisan 3 31  Nisan 4 
 
 
Erev Shabbat 
service 7:30 
 
 
 

 

Ed Freedman  retreat through 3/1 

High school RAC trip through 6th 

Mar. Bulletin 

deadline 

There will no longer be 

midmonth publications.  Please 

see back page for our new 

communications format 



 (I love it when they reprise a ‘shpiel, I don’t have to make a new logo!) 

Our 19th annual Purimshpiel,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, March 12, 1:30 p.m. in the 
Temple sanctuary. 

Originally produced for Purim 2006 

 

See all your favorite Purim characters—Queen Esther (yaaaaay!), 
King Ahashverosh, Mordechai, Haman (booo!), Vashti, the courtiers, 
the Jews, Ed Bedouin, and more, all dressed up in early ‘60s fashions 

and singing Rock and Roll!  Rock and Roll in a Broadway musical?  
What will they use next? RAP??? 

 

Who will the queen contestants be? 

Who will be the horse (trick question!)? 

Who will be Vashti? 

Come see the show and enjoy! 
 

 But wait, there's more! 
 
WINE, CHEESE, and a SCHMEAR 
Let the laughter and fun continue beyond the free performance of “BYE, BYE HAMAN.” New this year, you 
can join the cast members in the social hall for Wine, Cheese, and a Schmear. You'll be able to interact with 
the cast and enjoy a tasty nosh. 

Unlike the Purimshpiel performance, this event does require paid admission of $18 per person. To make a 
reservation to this special After-Party event, complete the form at http://shaarai.org/form/2017-purimshpiel-
after-party.html. 

 


