
 
 

A Message from Rabbi Gordon Concerning the Rise of Anti-Semitism 
 
 
Dear Friends: 
 
Just as we are emerging from the Covid-19 pandemic, we now find ourselves amid a 
different pandemic—a frightening outbreak of anti-Semitism. Sadly, there is no vaccine 
that can serve as an antidote to this ancient societal sickness. Some of these recent 
attacks have been in response to the military conflict in Israel and Gaza. But it goes 
deeper than that. Tensions in the Middle East are merely an excuse for anti-Jewish 
violence. We have seen a roving band of thugs attack Jews eating dinner at a sidewalk 
restaurant in Los Angeles. Jews in New York have similarly been called out and beaten. 
The Persian Jewish synagogue in Skokie was defaced, and there have been numerous 
other incidences of vandalism at synagogues and other Jewish institutions, including the 
hijacking of an apolitical mom’s social media discussion group which banished Jewish 
members who objected to its partisan and anti-Israel objectives.  
 
The conflict between Israel and Hamas is no excuse for the forces of anti-Semitism in 
Europe and America. Criticism of Israeli policies and actions is legitimate. I, myself, am 
often harshly critical. Some of the strongest attacks on Israeli policy are heard within the 
halls of the Knesset itself. But dissent from Israel cannot justify, in any way, attacks on 
Jews. From the Right, Jews are seen as a direct threat to white supremacist ideology and 
are accused of being behind an imagined white “genocide.” Such thinking led to 
Charlottesville, Pittsburgh, and Poway.  
 
But the demonization of Israel from some on the Left has engendered many of the most 
recent acts of violence against Jews in America and Europe. These are frightening times 
that represent troubling trends. Attacks on Jews seem to mirror recent attacks on Asian 
Americans and other minorities. America has seen significant polarization as a result 
extremist rhetoric on social media and other sources. Demonization of the “other” has 
become more and more common. More people seem willing to believe the wildest 
conspiracy theories promoted by QAnon. The Covid-19 pandemic has added to the 
ideological divisions in our nation. 
 
There are those who are comparing the current atmosphere of anti-Semitism to the 
early days of the Nazi rise to power Germany, but I would strongly argue against any 
such analogy. Kristallnacht happened in 1938 under the authority of the Nazi led 
government of Germany. It was a pogrom led by the SA and Nazi Youth with the full 
support of the civil authorities and police. In contrast, while these current random 



incidents of anti-Semitism are of great concern, they are universally condemned by all in 
authority. So, too, the attacks on Americans of Asian and Pacific Island descent. These 
are hate crimes perpetrated in opposition to the government, not with its support.  
 
There are also those who claim that American Jews are standing alone and are not 
receiving support from our traditional allies. I cannot speak for others, but here is a 
widely shared Facebook post by our friend and spiritual partner, Reverend Stephanie 
Perdew, of First Congregational Church of Wilmette: 
 
 
Last Sunday a synagogue was vandalized in Skokie, just south of my home, a few miles 
from the church I serve. Windows were broken, and Freedom for Palestine” tagged on 
the building. The vandalism is classified as a hate crime. Had the synagogue been 
tagged with swastikas, we Christians would likely be holding a vigil, or calling up our 
rabbi friends to see if we could join shabbat worship tonight in solidarity. The fact that 
there has been little reaction illustrates a growing, dangerous confusion among those 
of us who care about peace among Israelis and Palestinians. I care, and have been 
involved with Israeli Jewish, Israeli Arab, Muslim and Christian Palestinians working 
on the ground in the midst of the conflict for twenty-five years.  What those immersed 
in that work teach us is first and foremost, no categorical demonization of the other. So 
when a synagogue is vandalized in the name of freedom for Palestine, those doing the 
protesting conflate the policies of the state of Israel, or policies of US support for Israel, 
with the religious beliefs and identity of all Jews. Whether by intention or via naivete, 
the result is the same: Jews are categorically deemed fair game for attack and 
harassment,  which has happened in Skokie and elsewhere in the US this week. When 
Jewish people are categorically demonized and delegitimized, we must call it what it 
is: anti-Semitism. I am calling on my Christian colleagues who care about Palestinians 
and the conflict to be vigilant in watching for anti-Semitism in our own hearts, words, 
and actions as we criticize Israeli and American policies, at protests we attend and in 
our social media posts. I count Palestinian Christians and Muslims, Israeli Jews, 
Israeli Arabs, Palestinian Americans and American Jews among my friends and 
colleagues. I realize I may lose a few with this statement, which in and of itself speaks 
to my point. But hatred is not solved with more hatred, and as our scriptures say, God 
is not the author of confusion, but of peace,” (I Corinthians 14:33.) 
 
 
I am grateful for Reverend Perdew’s support and moral leadership. We will continue to 
devote ourselves to the building of a community of mutual respect and support as we 
battle against intolerance and hatred. 
 

- Rabbi Sam Gordon, June 2021 


