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Yo u r  T o u r  E d u c a t o r
Every journey we offer is accompanied by a Tour Educator (TE) 

who brings your itinerary to life. Some of our TE’s have decades of 

firsthand experience leading people to particular places.

Your TE will provide you with an authentic understanding of the 

locations you will visit, will introduce you to the locals, and will 

share his/her enthusiasm and passion for the local culture. The 

result is a journey that transforms your understanding of a place, 

connecting you to the people and places you encounter in a way 

that is palpable and unforgettable. 

Our TE's are like no other: intelligent, knowledgeable, engaging 

and fun. They will become an indispensable part of your experience 

and some might just become lifetime friends.



NovEmbER 23 - DEcEmbER 2, 2019

FROM $3,539 CAD - LAND ONLY

HIgHLIgHTS
A journey of inspiration and education��

Experience Israel from ancient history to high-tech innovation��

Beyond the headlines: explore the challenges and triumphs of the nation��

From Jerusalem to the Negev desert: the diversity of Israel and its people��

Feel the beat, savor the flavor: the music, culture and cuisine of Israel��

Meet Reform Jewish communities in Israel��

Outstanding tour educator and speakers��

Israel in style: quality service and logistics��

OUR TRIP
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DAY ONE  SATURDAY, NOvEMBER 23, 2019
DEPARTURE

Depart Canada.��

Overnight: Flight

DAY TwO  SUNDAY, NOvEMBER 24, 2019
ARRIVAL 

Morning arrival at Ben Gurion International Airport.��

Welcome by our representative and assistance with arrival ��

formalities.
Enter Tel Aviv, also known as “the city that never sleeps,” with its ��

centers of culture, recreation and national history, great beaches 
and fine stores.
Visit the Old City of Jaffa and ascend from the old port through ��

the renovated alleyways to the Jaffa Overlook for an introduction 
to Tel Aviv at the place where it all began and walk through the 
famous Jaffa Flea Market - “Shuk Hapishpeshim.”
Lunch on own, en route.��

Check into the hotel and acclimate.��

Enjoy a Middle-Eastern-style welcome dinner at Maganda, ��

serving a varied menu of traditional salads and grilled meats in Tel 
Aviv's Yemenite Quarter, and talk to your tour educator about the 
exciting days ahead.

Overnight: Tel Aviv

DAY ThREE  MONDAY, NOvEMBER 25, 2019
TEL AVIV: ThE FIRST hEBREw CITY 

Breakfast at the hotel.��

Old and New Tel Aviv: Visit the Shalom Tower, Israel's first ��

skyscraper, displaying the famous Nachum Gutman mural and 
models of the city.
A State Against the Odds: Learn about the establishment of ��

the State of Israel and consider whether David Ben-Gurion's 
proclamation of a Jewish state based on equality and justice was 
a miracle, madness or both. Stand outside Independence Hall 
(the interior is currently being refurbished) before moving to their 
nearby temporary exhibition, and then discuss the events leading 
up to the Declaration of Independence, and sing, as they did on 
May 14, 1948, Hatikva (The Hope), Israel's national anthem. 
Challenge, Question, Engage and Enlighten: Proceed to Bina, the ��

Secular Yeshiva, which represents the Secular Jewish Renaissance 
and Yahadut Hevratit (Jewish Social Activism) in Israel.
Urban Culture Tours of Tel Aviv, Combining Street Art, Language & ��

Graffiti: Join a resident to explore the urban culture of the city.
From Templers to Hipsters: Tour the newly renovated Templers ��

town of Sarona, now a hip and vibrant fashion and culinary 
center; stroll through the indoor food and spice market and stop 
at the Historic Olive Mill and Press House for olive oil tasting; 
lunch on own.
Proceed to the home of Save A Child's Heart, an Israeli-based ��

international humanitarian project providing life-saving heart 
surgeries and follow-up care for children from around the world 
(gifts of art supplies and small treats are welcome.)



Free evening and dinner on own at the Tachana, Tel Aviv's ��

renovated old train station, now a center of boutiques and good 
food.
Optional: Evening Cultural Event (dance, theater, music - TBA)��

Overnight: Tel Aviv

DAY FOUR  TUESDAY, NOvEMBER 26, 2019
DREAMS, VISION, AND REALITY 

Breakfast at the hotel, followed by check-out.��

Drive to the Ayalon Institute near Rehovot for an eye-opening ��

tour of a clandestine munitions factory used during the British 
Mandate.
Living on the Edge: Drive to Sderot, located on Israel's border ��

with the Gaza Strip, for an insight into the security complexities of 
Israel's withdrawal from Gaza; meet and talk with a local.
Meet Sohila and hear her compelling story of continuity and ��

change in the life of a Bedouin woman. We'll be hosted in 
Sohila's tent in the Negev encampment of Tel Sheva (Tel as-
Sabi), eat traditional Bedouin food she has prepared and learn 
how her new catering business is providing a pathway towards 
empowerment. An option is also available to meet her sister 
Mariam and sample the cosmetics and creams she creates based 
on ancient Bedouin techniques.
Drive through the massive natural Ramon Crater and explore its ��

geological wonders.
Check into hotel.��

Dinner at the hotel.��

Overnight: Kibbutz Yahel, Negev

DAY FIVE  WEDNESDAY, NOvEMBER 27, 2019
SPIRITUALITY & ECOLOGY 

Breakfast at the hotel.��

Drive to the Reform Kibbutz Lotan and explore creative Jewish ��

approaches to community life and the environment.
Stop at Kibbutz Yotvata, known for its amazing dairy products; ��

lunch on own.
(Time permitting) Visit the impressive Timna Park with its audio-��

visual program, ancient copper mines, modern man-made pool 
and many unique geological formations.
Israel's Neighbours: Drive around the hills of Eilat to explore ��

Israel's relationship with its neighbors Egypt and Jordan.
Ascend Mount Yo'ash on the outskirts of Eilat for a four-country ��

overview: Israel, Egypt, Jordan and Saudi Arabia.
Free time in Eilat and dinner on own.��

Return to the Kibbutz.��

Overnight: Kibbutz Yahel, Negev

DAY SIx  THURSDAY, NOvEMBER 28, 2019
INTO ThE DESERT, MASADA & ThE DEAD SEA 

Breakfast at the hotel, followed by check-out.��

Drive to the Dead Sea Basin.��

Ascend by cable car or walk up the Snake Path to Masada, ��

Herod's mountain palace and the site of the Jewish Zealots' last 
stand against the Roman Legionnaires. Discuss Masada's role as a 
symbol of Jewish defense and its current significance in modern 
Israel.
Lunch on own, en route.��



Experience an astonishing sense of weightlessness as you float in ��

the super-saline Dead Sea.
Enjoy a musical welcome to Jerusalem: Upon Entering the ��

vibrant and colorful ancient city of Jerusalem, experience the 
convergence of the old and the new and stop atop of Mount 
Scopus for an overlook of the city and to recite the traditional 
“shehechiyanu” blessing accompanied by a Drum Circle Session.
Check into the hotel.��

Dinner on own, perhaps at the Old Train Station Plaza, with its ��

fashionable restaurants featuring local and international cuisine. 
On certain evenings one can enjoy street music, Israeli dancing, 
and other attractions.

Overnight: Jerusalem

DAY SEVEN  FRIDAY, NOvEMBER 29, 2019
ThE LAYERS OF JERUSALEM 

Early breakfast at the hotel.��

Optional: join the Women of the Wall for Rosh Chodesh��

Depart the hotel and explore the archaeological treasures and ��

other highlights of the Jewish Quarter:
Ascend to the rooftops of the Old City for a behind-the-scenes ��

look at the various communities in Jerusalem and how they live 
alongside each other.
Walk through the Cardo - the main street of Jerusalem in the 6th ��

century, King Hezekiah's First Temple-period “Broad Wall” and 
Hurva Square - the central square of the Jewish Quarter.

Lunch on own in the Jewish Quarter.��

Explore the Jerusalem Archaeological Park, the Davidson Center, ��

Robinson's Arch and the Southern Wall steps where Jewish 
pilgrims entered the Temple Mount 2,000 years ago.
Return to the hotel to prepare for Shabbat.��

Depart for Modi'in for Kabbalat Shabbat services and home ��

hospitality dinner at Kehilat Yozma.

Overnight: Jerusalem

DAY EIGhT  SATURDAY, NOvEMBER 30, 2019
ShABBAT IN JERUSALEM  

Breakfast at the hotel.��

Shabbat services at a local congregation such as Har-El, Kol ��

Haneshama or HUC (other options will be provided).
Proceed to the Christian Quarter - the Via Dolorosa, the Church of ��

the Holy Sepulchre and other Christian sites; taste local delicacies 
like baklava and hummus.
LaDa'at Hebrew Writers: Walk through the streets of Jerusalem ��

guided by the writings of its poets and authors - Yehuda Amichai, 
Y. Agnon and others.
Lunch on own.��

Between Jewish liturgy and millennials - Jewish Music workshop ��

with the Nigunim Ensemble. Nigunim Ensemble was founded by 
Shani Ben-Or and Boaz Dorot in 2010. Born and raised in Israel, 
Shani and Boaz are inspired to connect between their Israeli 
heritage, music and prayer. The ensemble presents and creates a 
range of sacred music in the spirit of Jewish music from all around 
the globe.



Ben Kodesh Lechol: Havdallah overlooking the Old City.��

Free time in the Mamilla pedestrian arcade, a contemporary ��

shopping area with a touch of the past, located outside the Jaffa 
Gate of the Old City; dinner on own.
Watch the Night Spectacular at the Tower of David Museum: ��

The walls of the Citadel serve as a stage for a night-time show - a 
celebration of sight and sound depicting the story of Jerusalem.

Overnight: Jerusalem

DAY NINE  SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2019
MEMORY NEAR AND FAR 

Breakfast at the hotel.��

Visit Yad Vashem, The World Holocaust Remembrance Center, ��

commemorating the six million Jewish victims of the Holocaust, 
including:

The Avenue of the Righteous��

The Historical Museum��

The Children's Memorial��

LaDa'at Machaneh Yehuda: Explore the colorful and ethnically ��

diverse Machaneh Yehuda market of Jerusalem, with lunch on own.
1 City, 2 States, 3 Religions, and 4 Quarters: Take a ride on ��

Jerusalem's light rail, starting at the Pisgat Ze'ev neighborhood, 
continuing through the Arab villages of Shuafat and Beit Hanina 
and the ultra-Orthodox area of Ramot Eshkol, and ending at the 
city center. Experience the mosaic and diversity of the Jerusalem 
population and discuss the difference between East and West 
Jerusalem and the ongoing struggles between the city's different 
communities.

Visit the Music museum for an interactive tour and a musical ��

workshop introducing ancient biblical instruments.
Festive farewell dinner at a local��

Overnight: Jerusalem

DAY TEN  MONDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2019
DEPARTURE  

Breakfast at the hotel, followed by check-out.��

Transfer to Ben Gurion International Airport.��

Departure flight to Canada.��

LEARN MORE
CLICK hERE

R E G I S T E R
CLICK hERE

http://arzaworld.com/Back-to-Zion-2019.aspx?r_n_d=6173&Theme=ARZA
http://arzaworld.com/Back-to-Zion-2019-register.aspx


“Sabra, the Hebrew 
name for prickly pear 
cactus fruit, fruit of the 
nopale cactus, native to 
Mexico, now endemic 
in the Middle East.”
From Wikipedia





 “One’s destination is 
never a place, but a new 
way of seeing things.”
Henry Miller
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* Custom-crafted trips for individuals and groups to the Jewish World are available upon request.

trips to the
jewish world*
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