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We as a Jewish community find ourselves
heartbroken, numbed, and shaken by the tragic
shooting at Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh last Shabbat. It was yet another reminder that anti-Semitism, which Robert Wistrich dubbed “The Longest Hatred,” is still alive
and well in our world. Our hearts go out to the
victims’ families, and to the entire Jewish community of Pittsburgh.
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It has been heartening to receive many messages of support from our
neighbours. At the UJA/CIJA Toronto Vigil Monday night, there were
members of the many religious communities that make up our Canadian
mosaic, as well as municipal, provincial, and federal leaders — all there
to express their solidarity with the Jewish community and to share
in our grief. We are especially grateful to all of our friends from the
greater community who have come here this Shabbat to be with us in
solidarity and love.
The York Regional Police have been so supportive and reassuring in this
time of worry and concern, and we are most grateful. They have been in
constant communication with us regarding the steps they are taking
to ensure the safety of all of the synagogues and Jewish institutions in
York Region.
As a Jewish people, we are taught to choose life and blessing over death
and destruction. We will remember, we will grieve, and we will continue
to fulfill the mission God has given us — to create a society of decency,
fairness, equality, and peace. As Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. taught
us, “We must meet the forces of hate with the power of love.”

Created with love by the Beit Ivrit students at Temple Har Zion (grades 4, 5 and 6)
to help spread love around the world.
“It is a tree of life to all who grasp it,
and whoever holds on to it is happy;
its ways are ways of pleasantness, and all its paths are peace.
- Proverbs 3:17-18 -

Zichronam livracha — may the memories of those slain be for a blessing.
L’Shalom,

Rabbi Cory Weiss
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Our services are fully egalitarian and we encourage everyone to participate. Since music plays such an
important role in the worship experience at Temple Har Zion, singing along is welcome.

TEMPLE HAR ZION . . . IT’S WHERE YOU BELONG

Sylvan and
Bernice Simon
(86 and 84)

David and Cecil Rosenthal
(54 and 59)

Melvin Wax, 88

Jerry Rabinowitz, 66

Their names have been included in
Temple Har Zion’s shloshim list, and
will be read for the full 30 days.
They will be remembered always in
our Book of Remembrance.

Rose Mallinger, 97
Richard Gottfried, 65

Joyce Fienberg, 75

Irving Younger, 69

Daniel Stein, 71

PRAYER FOR THE TREE
OF LIFE SYNAGOGUE
IN PITTSBURGH
This acrostic piece
spells out
“Tree of Life
Pittsburgh
Tree of Life”

Tree of Life,
Revive our souls,
Enrich our days,
Entreating Your blessings.
Oh, God of Peace,
Fill our hearts with comfort,
Letting Your Torah shine,
In the fullness of our love.
Faith in You, our God,
Eternal Source of blessings.

Community Vigil, October 29, 2018
Mel Lastman Square | Toronto

Praying for healing
In the depths of despair,
Thanking God for the survivors,
Thanking God for the first responders,
Sorrow crushing our hearts,
Bereaved beyond belief,
United in our love,
Returning to You in faith,
God of Israel,
Healer of generations.
Tree of Life,
Redeemer of Israel,
Enliven this moment with healing,
Enliven this moment with hope.
Oh, Rock of Israel,
Forget not the Jews of Pittsburgh.
Let Your love flow
In the days ahead
For justice and peace
Everlasting.
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We are heartened by the incredible messages
of support

“

Dear Michae

Not knowing where to go, I go to You.
Not knowing where to turn, I turn to You.

”

Not knowing how to speak, I speak to You.

Not knowing what to hold, I bind myself to You.
Having lost my way, I make my way to You.

Leonard Cohen, Book of Mercy
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Condolences from the
Zarathushti (Zoroastrian)
Community
Dear friends,

IN THE FACE OF TRAGEDY, THE
HAR ZION COMMUNITY IS NOT ALONE
We continue to receive words of support and
comfort from our neighbours. On this upcoming
Shabbat morning, members of Mosaic Interfaith will
be joining us for Shabbat services. Outside of our
building we will be joined by our Muslim neighbours
from Imam Mahdi and ISIJ of Toronto who will
literally form a ring around us and pray for peace and
for our safety.
This “Ring of Peace” is a phenomenal act of support
and solidarity.

“ ”

Prayer cannot mend a broken bridge, rebuild a ruined
city, or bring water to parched fields.
Prayer can mend a broken heart, lift up a discouraged
soul, and strengthen a weakened will.
Gates of Prayer, CCAR
Dear members of the Temple Har Zion community,
The horrific incident that occurred in Pittsburgh
saddens us all and I join you in this time of grievance. send my condolences to your community for
the tragic incident that took the lives of 11 innocent
Jewish members. A synagogue is a place of worship,
a place of remembering God, and a place to find
comfort. Acts motivated by hate, especially antiSemitism, is not tolerated in Canada, and should not
be tolerated anywhere in the world.
Last night, my office was honoured to be present at
the Toronto’s Jewish Community Vigil to remember
all those affected by this tragic incident.
I stand with you all and my heart is with your people.
Please let me know if there is anything I can help out
with in this difficult time.

It is with great sadness I heard the news of yet
another incident of religious hatred perpetrated
on innocent Jews at their holy place of worship.
Holding grudges and hatred towards a whole
community for perceived and alleged injustices
done by a relatively few is illogical and immoral
in all religions as taught by their prophets and
sages. We are all brothers and sisters created by
the same Source of Creation known by different
names in different religions and languages. We
must all learn to live like brothers and sisters to
have peace and prosperity in the world.
Please accept my sincere condolences on behalf
of myself and the Zarathushti (Zoroastrian)
community and extend them to your friends,
families, and community. We stand by you in
this hour of mourning.
Sincerely,
Maneck Bhujwala
Director, World Zoroastrian Organization, U.K.
Co-Chair, Interfaith Activities Committee of the
Federation of Zoroastrian Associations of
North America

From our neighbours at the Imam Mahdi Islamic Centre
next door to Temple Har Zion

