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fter his first Confirmation 

class my son, Harrison, said 

to me, “This was the best religious 

school class I have ever had.”  

This comment was not meant to 

negate the 10 years that preceded 

this year as they were great. 

Learning with the Rabbi has had  

an amazing impact on him and the 

other students in the class and it 

has been a great way to end this 

part of his Jewish learning journey. 

Throughout the year, the class 

addressed topics in a more 

philosophical way and dove 

deeper into aspects of Judaism that 

could be discussed on a more 

mature level guided by the Rabbi. 

The last weekend in April, I had 

the privilege of accompanying the 

group to New York … and what a 

weekend it was!!! If you asked the 

students what they thought of the 

trip, the first thing they would tell 

you is we walked and walked, and 

walked some more. Every half 

hour or so someone would check 

the health app on their phone to 

report the number of steps they 

had accumulated throughout the 

day. The first day alone we walked 

over 20,000 steps. I think that is 

more than some walked during all 

of Covid! All kidding aside, this  

trip was a once in a lifetime 

experience. We were in a city with 

over one million Jews, Jewish and 

non-Jewish tourist attractions, a 

Broadway show, delicious food, 

while socializing with the Rabbi! 

Wow! What a weekend!! 

The last couple of years have been 

rough, but these students have 

been able to stay together and are, 

to this day, a tightknit group.  

Most of them have been together 

since kindergarten, celebrating 

many milestones together. From 

Consecration, the Matan Siddur 

service, B’nai Mitzvah to preparing 

for and executing the Confirmation 

service, these experiences have 

made every one of them a better 

well-rounded Jew. 

Have I convinced you yet, that  

all students need to join 

Confirmation for a year of learning 

with the Rabbi? Don’t take my word 

for it. Here are some thoughts from 

the other families and students  

about Confirmation 2022. 

James developed a better 

understanding of the history of 

Judaism and what it means to be a 

Reform Jew. We could tell that 

James found the confirmation class 

engaging. On many Monday 

evenings, he would come home 

and share the topic of the week, 

along with some of the interesting 

facts that he had learned from 

Rabbi Weiss.  

 



In confirmation class, I was given 

the opportunity to discuss more 

mature and in-depth ideas of Reform 

Judaism. The knowledge one can 

gain from this program enhances the 

Jewish studies learned as a child. 

 

Confirmation is a wonderful 

opportunity to celebrate the years 

of formal Jewish education that 

Joely has participated in since 

Junior Kindergarten. It’s lovely 

for her and her classmates to be 

publicly recognized for their 

commitment and dedication. As 

students, the Confirmation year  

is special and totally different.  

It allows them to engage in 

discussions with the Rabbi (and 

others) on a different level and 

about a wide variety of topics. 

Mazel Tov class of 2022! 

One of my favourite things about 

confirmation was the trip to New 

York City, but that’s not all. I also 

love that confirmation gave me  

a chance to share my personal 

opinions about a variety of different 

and interesting topics. Confirmation 

was also a fantastic way to make 

new bonds and strengthen other 

ones.  

Confirmation is awesome!  

With Monique now graduating 

formal Temple education by 

confirmation, we are happy and 

proud that both our children  

have stayed on for all the years of 

excellent education to become  

Jewish adults. We are very grateful for 

the rich experience that the 

confirmation class provided, since 

they directly engaged with the  

Rabbi, got prompted to answer 

deeper questions, and discovered  

the fun that can be had in learning 

about their Jewish heritage. Monique 

was always happy to go on Monday 

nights, not just because of the pizza 

that will be sorely missed. 



To me, confirmation helped  

me learn about other people's 

opinions of the Torah, which 

helped me get to know others. 

Another thing confirmation helped 

with is to form my own values and 

opinions based off of experiences  

in the Torah. 

Confirmation gives our children a 

very unique experience. They get  

to work with the Rabbi and discuss 

real life issues. They then share 

their learning with us.  

Confirmation was a whole new 

dynamic that I never experienced 

before. It taught me different parts 

of Judaism. I am so grateful that I 

had this opportunity. 

So, there you have it!  

C o n f i r m a t i o n  E N G A G E S , 

INSPIRES and CONNECTS.  

It connects friendships for life, 

engages our youth in furthering 

their Jewish education and inspires 

new ideas and thoughts about 

Judaism. 



PLEASE JOIN US FRIDAY FEBRUARY 29  

following the 8 pm Shabbat Service 

 

7:30pm via Zoom 

The Huntress by Kate Quinn 

BOOK CLUB 

https://www.harzion.ca/zoom
https://www.harzion.ca/event/yoga-with-david-kendal.html
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82104911141?pwd=V2xiUDczWi9ZTkJFUEY1bDlqSVNQQT09




Emily and Matthew Dicker on  
the birth of their son Cole Marlow 
Dicker 

Tara and David Abrams and  
Carol Goodman on the birth of their 
grandson and great grandson  
Cole Marlow Dicker 

Morris Maron on the birth of his 
second granddaughter Aiden Romy 
Kamien  

Talya and Patrice Gaborieau in 
celebration of their daughter 
Shayna’s Bat Mitzvah 

Kim Morris in celebration of her son 
Elijha’s Bar Mitzvah 

Clare and Serge Adam to Stephen 
Marcus for a speedy recovery; and to 
Lori Silverstein in celebration of her 
son Matt’s upcoming marriage 

Jerry and Georgi Bagelman to 
Norman Fisher in celebration of  
his 80th birthday 

Len Bates to Morris Maron in 
appreciation 

Irving Frisch in appreciation 

Perri-Anne and Charles Magerman on 
the yahrzeit of Perri-Anne’s father 
Dr. Samuel William Grossman 

Sheila Sieravki to Sheilah and  
Morty Litwin in celebration of their 
60th wedding anniversary 

Norman and Lillian Sirota on the 
yahrzeit of Norman’s mother  
Rose Sirota; to the Hechler family in 
memory of Rose Hechler; and  
to Bonnie Usprech in memory of her 
husband Philip Usprech 

Brena and Tom Taylor to Laura and 
Denis Farbstein in memory of their 
sister and sister-in-law Elena 
Schlanger; and to Melissa and Jordan 
Cait in memory of their mother and 
mother-in-law Lee Shaw 

 

Ron and Audrey Tepper on the 
yahrzeit of Ron’s parents  
Ruben and Lottie Tepper 

Betsy and Philip Wolfenden to Ronnie 
Bacher and Shelly Bacher and family 
in memory of their husband, father, 
father-in-law and grandfather Aaron 
Bacher 

Diana Bellissimo and Toby 
Abramson in celebration of their 
wedding 

Marnee Birnbaum and Adam Pearl in 
celebration of their wedding 

Rachel Klar and David Burden in 
celebration of their wedding 

Martin and Debra Ginsherman in 
memory of Martin’s mother  
Phyllis Ginsherman 

Ken and Shelley Glick in memory of 
Ken’s mother Frances Glick 

Lawrie and Debby Kaplan in memory 
of Lawrie’s father Jacob Kaplan 

 

 

Judith Ross in memory of her husband 
Harold Ross 

Karen and David Saltz in memory of 
Karen’s mother Zelda Rosenmeyer 
and David’s mother Mia Saltz 

Robyn Weinberg in memory of her 
husband Mark Weinberg 

Harry and Marilyn Zimmer in 
memory of Harry’s father  
David Zimmer 

Clare and Serge Adam to Lisa Cohen 
in celebration of her son’s upcoming 
marriage 

Mary Anne and Willie Handler in 
appreciation 

Miriam Wyman to Eddie Birnbaum 
and family in memory of their  
wife, mother, mother-in-law and 
grandmother Elaine Birnbaum 

Judy Zworth in memory of  
Yona Bebchuk 

Sandra and Arthur Benjamin in 
celebration of their grandson  
Toby Abramson’s marriage to Diana 
Bellissimo 

Judy and Ian Silver in celebration  
of their son Toby Abramson’s marriage 
to Diana Bellissimo 

Melissa Cait in memory of her mother 
Lee Shaw 

Marci Capland in memory of her father 
Leonard Panet 

Laura Farbstein in memory of her sister 
Elena Schlanger 

Selig Greenberg in memory of his 
brother Gerald Greenberg 

Fran and Stephen Isaacs in memory of 
their sister-in-law Marion Santer 

Alan Spergel in memory of his father 
Gordon Dean Spergel 

Rachael Sweigman in memory of her 
father Edward Nelson 

Karen Tabachnik in memory of her 
father Charles Tabachnik 

Bonnie Usprech in memory of her 
husband Philip Usprech 

mailto:sarah@harzion.ca?subject=I'd%20like%20to%20share%20some%20news


Samantha and Shelly Bacher to  
Itzik and Judy Abramson in 
celebration of their son Toby and 
Diana’s marriage 

Faga Clapham to Michael and Rhonda 
Pearl and Sally Pearl in honour of 
their son and grandson Adam Pearl’s 
marriage to Marnee Birnbaum 

Temple Har Zion Sisterhood to  
Sarah and Kevin Greene in honour of 
their son Harrison’s confirmation 

Cheryl Ackerman and David Saslove to 
Melissa and Jordan Cait in memory of 
their mother and mother-in-law Lee 
Shaw; and to Alan and Julie Spergel in 
memory of their father and father-in-
law Gordon Dean Spergel 

Shoshanah Steel in honour of her Torah 
reading during Shavuot 

Temple Har Zion Choir to Tara and 
David Abrams in celebration of the 
birth of their grandson Cole Marlow 
Dicker; to Melissa Cait and Heather 
Shaw and their families in memory  
of their mother, mother-in-law, 
grandmother and great grandmother 
Lee Shaw; and to Judy and Ian Silver 
in celebration of their son  
Toby Abramson’s marriage to  
Diana Bellissimo 

Gwen Yacht in appreciation 

Samantha and Shelly Bacher to  
Judy and Ian Silver in celebration of 
their son Toby and Diana’s marriage 

Andrea Shattner and Sam Castiglione 
to Mark Mingail and Robyn Gitelman 
in celebration of their daughter DJ’s 
Bat Mitzvah 

Judith Ross to Judy and Ian Silver and 
Sandra and Arthur Benjamin  
in celebration of their son and 
grandson Toby Abramson’s marriage 
to Diana Bellissimo 

Samantha and Shelly Bacher to Janet 
and Jeff Nezon in celebration of their 
daughter Sarah’s engagement 

Paul Beard and Julie Sermer in 
appreciation 

Samantha and Shelly Bacher to  
Carol Goodman in celebration of the 
birth of her great grandson  
Cole Marlow Dicker 

Sandra and Arthur Benjamin; and 
Dahlia Rusinek to Tara and David 
Abrams and Carol Goodman in 
celebration of the birth of their 
grandson and great grandson  
Cole Marlow Dicker 

Sherrill Berrys to Evelyn and Joel 
Krakauer in celebration of Joel’s 
convocation 

Ruth Carrick to Melissa and Jordan Cait 
in memory of their mother and 
mother-in-law Lee Shaw 

Ilissa and Tony Katz to Laura and 
Denis Farbstein in memory of Laura’s 
sister Elena Schlanger 

Serge and Clare Adam on the yahrzeit 
of Serge’s father Gerald Adam 

Brena and Tom Taylor to the 
Confirmation Class of 2022/5782 

Anne David in appreciation 

Shae Eckler in appreciation 

Nancy Goldstein to Rabbi Cory Weiss 
in appreciation  

Susan and Jeffrey Albaum to Tara  
and David Abrams in celebration  
of the birth of their grandson  
Cole Marlow Dicker 

Sheree Davis to Lynn and Gerald 
Pressman and Sharon Hochberg in 
appreciation; and on the yahrzeit  
of her father Irving Davis and  
brother-in-law Milton Yacht 

Peter Drutz and Laurie Saunders to 
Emily Abrams and Matthew Dicker 
and Tara and David Abrams in 
celebration of the birth of their son 
and grandson Cole Marlow Dicker 

Frances Halperin on the yahrzeit of  
her aunt Ray Collins 

Mary Anne and Willie Handler in 
appreciation 

Adele and Claude Heimann in memory 
of Adele’s father Max Masail 

Saul and Naomi Joel on the yahrzeit of 
Saul’s parents Diana and Elijah Joel 

Liz and Derrick Kalmanson in memory 
of Liz’s parents Zena and Theo 
Kluman 

Ilissa and Tony Katz in memory of 
Ilissa’s father Seymour Rosenthal and 
her great aunt Jennie Romish 

Marilyn Kartash on the yahrzeit of her 
husband Lanny Kartash 

Miriam Meiri in appreciation 

Suzanne and Jordan Mitchell in 
appreciation 

Linda and Stephen Newstead  
in memory of Linda’s father  
Abel Joseph Volks 

Julian and Donna Pencharz on  
the yahrzeit of Julian’s father  
Myer Pencharz 

Andrea Rifkin and Jack Furman on the 
yahrzeit of Andrea’s father Philip 
Barnett 

Josette Sassoon and Morrie Joseph  
to Melissa and Jordan Cait in memory 
of their mother and mother-in-law Lee 
Shaw; and in appreciation of the staff 
and volunteers at Temple Har Zion 

Martin and Evelyn Simon in memory 
of Martin’s mother Marian Simon 

Brena and Tom Taylor to David and 
Angie Benjamin in celebration of their 
daughter Micaela becoming a Bat 
Mitzvah; to Evelyn and Joel Krakauer 
in celebration of Joel’s graduation; and 
to Fran and Stephen Isaacs in memory 
of their sister-in-law Marion Santer 

Barry and Linda Waldman in 
appreciation 

John and Glyn Wolpert on the yahrzeit 
of John’s father Solly Wolpert 

Gwen Yacht on the yahrzeit of her 
husband Milton Yacht; and in 
appreciation 

Naomi Yudelson on the yahrzeit of her 
mother Esther Shulman 

Marjie Zacks and Joel Rosenberg  
in memory of Marjie’s father  
Louis Zacks 

Marlene and Howard Waiser in 
memory Shelley Valder’s father;  
and on the yahrzeit of Marlene’s 
father Irving Davis 

Marilyn and Harry Zimmer on the 
yahrzeit of Marilyn’s mother  
Daisy Jacobs 



Clare and Serge Adam; Jennifer Angel 
and Eric Birnberg; Samantha and 
Shelly Bacher; Naomi and Saul Joel; 
Sharon Liebesman; to Tara  
and David Abrams in celebration  
of the birth of their grandson  
Cole Marlow Dicker 

David Cohen in appreciation 

Denis and Laura Farbstein on  
the yahrzeit of Denis’s father  
Harry Farbstein 

Adele and Claude Heimann;  
Sherrill Berrys; Diane and Ra’anan 
Feldman; and Judith Ross to  
Tara and David Abrams and Carol 
Goodman in celebration of the birth 
of their grandson and great grandson 
Cole Marlow Dicker 

Judith Ross to Melissa and Jordan Cait 
in memory of their mother and 
mother-in-law Lee Shaw 

Rena Singer-Gordon and Stanley 
Gordon on the yahrzeit of Rena’s 
father Gordon Singer 

Gail and Zelig Bocknek in memory  
of their parents Rose and Louis 
Sherkin and Sadie and Hyman 
Bocknek 

David and Robin Teeger in 
appreciation  
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