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ast year, I complained that the 

High Holy Days were so early. 

This year, they’re so late! Of course, 

they are neither, as in 5782 and 5783 

they are right on time: the 1st of 

Tishrei. It’s the Gregorian Calendar’s 

fault if they feel early or late.  

But it is time for all of us to renew 

not only our membership at Temple 

Har Zion, but our membership in 

the Jewish people and its fate. 

I’ve heard so many reasons that  

Jews in the community choose not 

to affiliate with a synagogue:  

1. Membership contributions are 

too expensive;  

2. Our kids aren’t old enough for 

school yet;  

3. I’m religious or spiritual, but I’m 

against organized religion.  

1. We’ll never turn anyone away 

from membership because of 

true financial need.  

2. We all teach our children to eat 

healthy foods and brush their 

teeth as soon as they can eat 

solid food. Why would we wait 

until they are four or five to 

teach them that Judaism and 

their Jewish heritage is 

important? 

3. As Sidney Greenberg teaches, 

“Those folks who label 

organized religion as 

expendable if not downright evil 

would never say, ‘I believe in 

medicine but I do not believe in 

medical schools, hospitals and 

clinics.’ Nor would they say, ‘I 

love art and beauty but I do not 

believe in art schools and 

museums.’ Besides, most 

synagogues are not nearly as 

organized as you’d think! 

I truly believe that many Jews in the 

world don’t know what they’re 

missing when they don’t belong to 

the “organized” Jewish community. 

Some of our members might not 

either!  

Here are a few of the reasons that 

synagogue life is more important 

than ever: 

 The synagogue provides a place 

of assembly for the Jewish 

community. It is the recognized 

address of the Jewish community 

for Jew and non-Jew alike.  

 The synagogue is the institution 

that best preserves the Jewish 

heritage and most effectively 

transmits the teachings of the 

prophets, and the wisdom of  

our Sages and teachers. 

 The synagogue has been the most 

potent force for Jewish continuity 

throughout our history. No matter 

what Jews have believed, or 

practised; no matter in what way 

Jews have understood God and 

Judaism — the synagogue has 

always been there. It is the 

battery that fuels our people and 

its struggle to repair the world. 

 The synagogue raises to 

significance the great milestones 

of life, from birth to death, by 

robing them in the warmth of 

sacred words and rituals, and  

by providing a community with 

which to share these exalted 

occasions. 

 The synagogue is the place 

where it’s safe to talk about our 

doubts and fears, our hopes for 

the future. It nurtures our faith 

in an era of peace and justice 

that will come if we work for it. 

It is a place where everyone is 

draped in dignity, where life is 

given the ultimate meaning, 

where we recognize our greater 

purpose in the world. 



 

When you join a shul, it’s not just 

about what you “get” for your 

contributions. It’s about what you 

put in as well. When you devote  

your heart, time, and resources to 

the Har Zion community, you not 

only bring meaning to your life  

and soul, you also help preserve  

the Jewish future for all those who 

come after you.  

Tell your friends about the THZ family 

— bring them to a service; invite them 

to Torah Study; encourage them to 

send their children to our wonderful 

school programs. Be an ambassador 

for the congregation that has nurtured 

and cared for you, and let’s all 

celebrate 5783 here at the shul 

— together! 

Shanah Tovah, 

 

 

We at Har Zion have been blessed to have had 

Morris Maron join us as Interim Executive 

Director for the past 15 months. Morris is not 

just good at his job as our administrator, but is a 

mensch and a good friend. He dove right into life 

at THZ and has been at just about every event 

we’ve held since May 2021.  

I am honoured to have worked with Morris as a 

colleague since he came to us, and am so glad 

that he wants to find a way to remain part of the 

Har Zion family. Morris held our ship together 

during very turbulent and challenging times, and 

we should be forever grateful.  

I am comforted in knowing that this isn’t 

goodbye, and that our friendship will last for 

many years.  

Karen, Jacob and I had the great privilege to finally be sworn in as Canadian citizens 

on August 17th! After many years, and one false start, we can officially say what we 

have been feeling inside for years: We are Canadian! We’re so grateful to all the 

members of the Har Zion family who’ve offered us mazel tovs, and we’re so proud to 

be citizens of this wonderful country of OURS. Now we can look forward to voting for 

the first time and applying for passports! 



 

f you hadn’t already heard, this 

July I went to sleep-away camp 

for the very first time… better late 

than never! I was told that there was 

no way I would survive the bugs,  

and God forbid I should be assigned a 

room with an unrenovated bathroom 

(I was), and oh, had I mentioned the 

mosquitos? (they love me!) 

Not only did I survive, but it 

reminded me of just how important 

my connecting with the (G)reat (O)ut 

(D)oors is. Camp George is located  

on a truly magnificently beautiful 

property. Simply walking its paths 

provided me with a direct spiritual 

connection. Attending my first t’filah 

service on the lake reminded me of 

just how powerful prayer can be 

when surrounded by nature (even if  

a bunch of campers are braiding each 

other’s hair).  

One of the most memorable 

programs that I had the opportunity 

to work with while at Camp George 

was Project Barak. Barak (lightning}  

is the name given for the oldest  

of campers (14 to 15-year-olds). One  

of the major features of being part of 

this age group is the many activities  

that are shrouded in mystery. I was 

informed by my group that one must 

be in Barak to find out what goes  

on in Barak! Even a camper with  

a relative who previously attended 

Barak themselves, will refuse to 

discuss the secrets of their summer.  

Another important privilege of being 

in Barak is participating in one  

of several courses offered by the 

faculty present in that week, and 

participating in a volunteer project 

that emphasizes tikkun olam by 

giving back to the community. The 

volunteer projects this year included: 

singing for and speaking with 

residents of the Parry Sound Assisted 

Living Home (the group I worked 

with and attended); a car wash; an 

animal sanctuary where the campers 

made puzzles for the animals, and the 

clean-up of an area in Parry Sound. 

Our day concluded at a lake with the 

option to swim, or just relax and lay 

out on the sand.  

The campers that came with me to  

the Retirement Home shared beautiful 

stories about their experience — many 

had tears as they said or waved 

goodbye to residents who many were 

able to refer to by first name. One 

resident turned to a camper and said 

that he had never seen another 

resident standing across from them 

smile until that day.  



 

BUG REPELLANT and 

Afterbite 

Sunscreen 

Waterpik/mouthguard 

Duvet/Bedding/Pillows 

Portable A/C 

2 fans 

Sound Machine 

1 dozen Lysol wipe containers 

2 dozen masks 

MacBook 

Airpods and earplugs 

Hairclips/Hair product/blowdryer 

Protein Shakes 

Keurig/French Roast pods 

Nail File 

Vitamins/ADVIL 

100 pairs of underwear 

15 bathing suits 

30 t-shirts 

20 shorts 

shoe collection and rain boots 

10 shabbat dresses 

Kippot all colours 

Tallit 

Siddur 

Sheet music 

Project Barak Curriculum - 

Utilizing Positive Psychology  

and Judaism to Cultivate 

meaning and Build Resiliency 

within our Lives 

MORE BUG REPELLANT 

Amazon Prime Account for 

anything left behind 

0

Several days later, all the groups  

came together and were given  

the opportunity to express their 

individual experiences by creating 

something via different art media;  

then each group was asked to present 

to all of the other groups what their 

expression and experience had meant 

to them.  

After finally experiencing sleepaway 

camp for myself, it comes as no 

surprise that so many Jewish leaders 

have claimed “If you want your kids to 

grow up Jewish, send them to Jewish 

summer camp.” Moreover, a survey 

conducted about four years ago by 

Rosov Consulting found that those  

who participated in overnight summer 

camp or immersive weekend-long 

getaways through the Reform Youth 

Movement, were more likely to be 

engaged in Jewish life in collage and 

beyond and more committed to  

“doing good.”  

As we enter the year 5783, may we be 

reminded of the joy we can bring to 

each other’s lives simply by showing 

up and being present. May we have a 

little more patience and a quality time 

away from our electronic devices to 

make room for the human connections 

that are so very important and vital to 

our lives. May we find ways to discover 

or rediscover the peace offered when 

giving of ourselves to another, by 

coming to services and appreciating 

the community, music, and prayer  

that surrounds you. Finally, may we  

all continue to be appreciative for  

each day we can take a breath of  

air and speak to our loved ones. 

Remember you are part of a very 

special community at THZ that cares 

about you, and wants to see you.  

 



 

Summer fun at 
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his will be the last article that  

I write for connect as Interim 

Executive Director, so I write this  

with mixed emotions. I am so very 

grateful and happy to have had  

the opportunity for the last almost  

18 months to be part of the Temple 

Har Zion community. I met so many 

wonderful people who, from Day 1, 

have greeted me with open arms, and 

thus I am saddened as my working 

term comes to an end. 

When I started in May 2021, we  

were in the throes of a pandemic 

lockdown. The building was closed 

and, while clergy and staff were 

working remotely, we, along with  

the Executive and Board made sure 

that we remained connected to our 

members. The Back to Shul Task 

Force was formed, staff returned to 

the office, and we started planning  

for the High Holy Days; our goal was 

to hold meaningful services while  

ensuring everyone’s safety.  

Last September, we held beautiful 

Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur 

services in the sanctuary and social 

hall, and a children’s service, 

ensuring everyone was socially 

distanced. The Scheinberg Family 

Sustainability Fund campaign was 

launched on Yom Kippur, under  

the leadership of our Rabbi and 

Brena Taylor, raising much-needed 

funds, and we can now see the  

finish line.  

Religious School returned; first in 

person, then virtually, and back in 

person, as necessitated by Covid. 

Brotherhood built a sukkah and we 

celebrated Sukkot and Simchat Torah.  

In November, we celebrated the 

installation of our Cantor at a  

truly magical evening attended by 

over 150 people. Sisterhood began 

holding events, Brotherhood held a 

virtual whiskey-tasting event, and  

we held two highly successful golf 

tournaments led by Tony Katz, Eric 

Birnberg and a great golf committee.  

Our Purim Shpiel, ice cream sundae 

party, family Kol Bo Shabbat BBQ 

(attended by over 60 people), and 

Friday evening summer services in 

the Davis-Yacht garden all returned. 

As Executive Director, I sit on a 

committee with the EDs of other 

synagogues in the GTA and discuss 

the challenges we are all facing. By 

that yardstick, our members can be 

proud of how our Executive and 

Board have led Temple through these 

difficult times. BUT, our challenges  

of membership retention, growth and 

funding continue. As members, you 

all have a stake in ensuring the 

viability of Temple. For those of  

you who have not yet renewed,  

please do so as soon as possible.  

To the Rabbi, Cantor and Eleanor,  

to Sheree, Len, Brena, Julian and  

the rest of the Executive — thank 

you for your continued support and 

encouragement. 

To Jaye, Marie and Sarah — the team  

I have been so privileged to work 

with — thank you for all your 

dedication, talent, and friendship. 

Know that you are THE BEST!! 

In Quebec they say au revoir, which 

translates to ‘see you later’, and  

not ‘goodbye’, so I say to you all  

“au revoir” because I plan to stay 

connected to Har Zion, engage with 

all the friends I have made and 

continue to be inspired by Temple. 

Wishing us all a New Year filled  

with health, happiness, and only  

good things. 



 

In his first visit to Canada as president of the World Union for Progressive Judaism, Rabbi Sergio Bergman met with 
Reform Jewish leaders. He spoke about the importance of keeping a unified Reform voice across the world, and staying 
true to our commitment to Tikkun Olam. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

mailto:benjymorrow@gmail.com?subject=I'd%20like%20to%20join%20the%20Mitzvah%20Committee
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warm welcome to Yuval Malach 

and the rest of Komunnah 

(cohort) 16 to Toronto! 

On Sunday, August 21, our Toronto 

ShinShinim touched down at Pearson 

Airport. This year, we have 18 Israeli 

emissaries joining our community  

and Temple Har Zion is excited to 

welcome Yuval to our family (he’s the 

tall one in the back row).  

This past year, Mika Sela was an 

outstanding example of what the UJA 

ShinShinim program is all about. She 

shared her perspectives through Divrei 

Yisrael at Shabbat Services, at Israel 

Culture Clubs for adult members, 

through our school and with her  

host families. This year’s cohort will  

be guiding our new Shins through 

orientation at Camp Shalom, to share 

their experience of living, working, 

and learning about our community.  

As Temple’s lay leader, I’m thrilled to 

welcome Yuval to our congregation 

and I know that Judy Silver, our 

Director of Education, joins me in 

sharing how excited we are to have 

him connect with our students and 

the rest of our members. Yuval will 

also be working with Bialik Hebrew 

Day School (Himel North Branch).  

Yuval is being 

hosted by a Bialik family for his first 

session: August to January; however, 

we really want him to have the 

opportunity to stay with a THZ 

family for his second session, from 

the end of January to June 2023.  

If you’re interested, please email 

info@harzion.ca; I’ll contact you 

directly to talk about this AMAZING 

program. My family has hosted three 

times and it was an incredible 

experience and an honour to become 

their ‘parents’ for these few months. 

To find out more about the program, 

please click here.  

To learn more about Yuval, check  

out his bio here. Please join me in 

warmly welcoming Yuval to THZ! 

Introduce yourself and your family 

at services, offer to have him to your 

house for dinner, tell your kids that 

he will be joining them at Hebrew/

Religious School and get ready to 

learn more about Israel!  

mailto:info@harzion.ca?subject=I'd%20like%20to%20host%20Yuval
https://www.jewishtoronto.com/ujas-shinshinim-20222023
https://images.shulcloud.com/1790/uploads/Email-Images/YuvalMalach-Bio-2.png


 

Love doesn’t die. People do.”  

A line from a poem by 

contemporary poet Merrit Malloy 

At our last choir practice, Evelyn 

looked at the bay and noted those 

choir members who have passed 

away. It is a sad and wistful 

observation to be sure, and it’s 

understandable that at this time of 

year our thoughts turn to people we 

miss, people with whom we shared 

time and space. 

One of my favourite readings on 

Shabbat morning is the one by 

Abraham Joshua Heshel: 

 “The meaning of Shabbat is to 

celebrate time rather than space.” 

I understand and appreciate the 

importance of the concept. However 

with the upcoming High Holy Days,  

it is the combination of time and 

space that causes me and veteran 

choir members some degree of 

loving sadness. You can all relate to 

this at your own Pesach table, too. 

Certain family members sit in the 

same place every year.  

In the choir bay, once a year, at  

a certain time, certain people sit  

in certain seats. They take up 

certain space. 

Each of these people, of blessed 

memory, sat in a specific space.  

Back Row Bass: Marvin Kopstick, 

Martin Shaw, Herb Cooper; Back 

Row Tenor: Laurence Hart; Front 

Row Soprano: Lynn Rae, Barbara 

Hehner; and Janet Kirschner, Front 

Row Alto (where her daughter 

Robyn now sits). 

Although new people sit in those 

chairs now, I still see my old friends.  

I still hear them. 

So Merrit Malloy had it right. “Love 

doesn’t die. People do.” 

But their songs go on... 

Shanah Tovah to you all. 

 



 

hough inclement weather 

required us to take a 

“mulligan” on our originally 

planned date, we held the 25th 

Annual THZ/Dick Grimm Memorial 

Golf Classic on June 29, with almost 

120 golfers and our dedicated 

volunteers braving the rain 

throughout the morning, and 

enjoying a very sunny afternoon  

of golf at the RedCrest Golf Course 

at Cardinal in King City.  

Congratulations to the overall winning 

foursome (scoring 11 under par) of 

Mark Inglis, John Field, Tom Mach  

and Armand Del Busso, and runner-up 

foursome (scoring 9 under par) of 

Donald Biback, Jonathan Biback, 

Sammy Biback and Michael Biback. 

And congratulations to the two 

winning “mixed” team foursomes (tied 

at 2 under par) of Joan Dessau,  

Alan Dessau, Sharon Naiberg z”l and 

David Naiberg z”l, and of Miles Pollock, 

Jennifer Pollock, Alan Lewko and  

Ken Gotlib.  

Congratulations as well to individual 

prize winners for the Longest Drives – 

Men (Aaron Korolnek and Chuck 

Pine), Longest Drives – Ladies 

(Jennifer Katz x 2), Closest to the  

Pin – Men (Mark Inglis), Closest to 

the Pin – Ladies (Ginny Connon), 

Closest to the Pin – “Golden 

Agers” (David Naiberg z”l), Most 

Accurate Drive – Men (Issie 

Chaimovich) and Most Accurate 

Drive – Ladies (Ora Harris). 

Special congratulations to the 

individual prize winners for the 

Longest Drive with a Marshmallow 

contest (Michael Carr), and for the 

Guess the Tees contest (guessing  

the correct number of 850 exactly) 

(Lauren Cole). 

Immediate feedback regarding the 

course conditions, the facility and its 

amenities, and the tournament 

organization was overwhelmingly 

positive. Many thanks to the staff  

at Cardinal Golf Club. 

The tournament-related raffle was 

held afterwards, with outstanding 



 

ticket sales, and more than 60 prizes 

awarded in addition to the 10 prizes 

awarded in our “early bird” draw  

held on June 1. Congratulations to  

the following winners of the top  

five prizes: 

 Large Screen Smart TV – 52” TCL 

(Chuck Freedman) 

 Premium Toronto Raptors Tickets 

(Jodi-Starkman Mendelson) 

 Premium Toronto Maple Leafs 

tickets (Howard Render)  

 Golf foursome at the RedCrest  

Golf Course (Cheryl Ackerman) 

 Golf foursome at the Cardinal  

Golf Course (Doug Jack) 

Click here for the complete list of 

raffle winners.  

Many thanks again to our valued 

corporate and individual sponsors,  

as well as our prize and giveaway 

donors, for your generosity. We are 

grateful for your support of THZ’s 

most important annual fundraiser. 

And many thanks again to the THZ 

Golf Committee members as well, for 

your time and dedication. 

The 26th Annual THZ/Dick Grimm 

Memorial Golf Classic is now in the 

planning stages and is poised to be 

even bigger and more successful 

than ever!  

If you have comments or suggestions 

regarding this year’s events, or are 

interested in joining the THZ Golf 

Committee, please send us an email: 

golf@harzion.ca. 

https://www.harzion.ca/golf
mailto:golf@harzion.ca?subject=I%20want%20to%20join%20the%20Golf%20Committee!


 

https://www.harzion.ca/event/learn-what-all-the-buzz-is-about.html
mailto:info@harzion.ca?subject=Learn%20what%20the%20BUZZ%20is%20all%20about%20


 

hen our kids were little, my 

husband Shelly and I spent  

a lot of time with them at Temple 

Har Zion celebrating the Holidays 

and Festivals with other young 

families. It was a terrific opportunity 

to meet and socialize with the other 

families at Temple. We discovered 

that we had a lot in common with 

them and ended up spending quite  

a bit of time together.  

The results were strong friendships 

with those families that grew from 

our involvement at Temple and… fast 

forward 20 years, it’s so nice to share 

that these friendships remain strong, 

and our kids keep in touch, as well! 

Recently the “Old Temple Crew” got 

together to brainstorm how we  

could be working to engage the  

young families at Temple — and the 

community in and around Thornhill/

Markham — to participate in 

programs and potentially join the 

Temple, too.  

With the support of the Temple 

leadership, we’ve come up with a 

year’s worth of young family 

program ideas that we would like  

to organize and share with the 

community at large. Programs like 

these cost money, however, and so  

it is our hope that we can encourage 

our THZ family to help sponsor  

these events with a donation to this 

new initiative.  

We know how special a place Temple 

is, and we want others to feel this  

as well. Our programming budget for  

these events is $2000 for the year. 

Please click here and select “Young 

Families Engagement Fund” if you’d 

like to help support these programs 

with a donation. We’d like to thank 

you in advance for your generosity 

and support! 

https://www.harzion.ca/donate


 



 

fell in love with my first 

synagogue when I was 10  

and my parents had joined a Reform 

congregation and started sending 

my sister and me to Religious 

School. All my report cards were 

glowing, and I vividly remember 

that the 5th-grade teacher loved our 

class, but the 7th-grade teacher 

loathed us (but not because of me).  

I was active in our NFTY youth 

group and somehow learned every 

light switch in every room and 

hallway, maybe because scavenger 

hunts and “simulation games” 

prompted us to use every space 

inside and outside the building. The 

Cloakroom was an imaginary ship 

to Ellis Island, and the Social Hall 

was the scene of a mock pogrom 

which, in my teenage mind, rivalled 

the one in Anatevka. 

Later, the temple Library was the 

setting for weekly Confirmation 

Class taught by the rabbi, and  

not too many years after that, the 

place for me to participate in 

weekly Torah study, Sisterhood 

creative-service writing, and more 

committee meetings than I can 

count. I was a true temple rat. 

But my true happy place was the 

Sanctuary. My favourite books were 

the “Gates of Prayer” siddur (we  

had the lighter-blue English-opening 

edition) and the Plaut Chumash (the 

original version, but with a red 

cover and English-opening). My 

favourite seat was in the right-hand 

section, second row, on the aisle. 

There were several years during my 

20's when I went to nearly every 

Shabbat evening and morning 

service, plus holidays. I loved the 

language and ideas of the prayers, 

the songs, the Torah reading and 

divrei Torah as they cycled around 

every year. 

Fast-forward: I stood on the bimah 

of that very same temple with Cory, 

under the chuppah which my 

Confirmation Class had donated  

17 years earlier. We ate and danced 

in the Social Hall with so many 

relatives and friends. Sheer joy!  

I was home. 

When I finished my Master’s degree 

at the Rhea Hirsch School of 

Education, I returned to fill the job 

of Religious School Principal during 

the two years when Cory was 

completing his rabbinic studies.  

I got to work alongside my rabbi  

for one year before he retired, and 

worked as a real colleague with  

my cantor, who had been my 

guiding light toward becoming a 

professional Jewish educator. 

I was just as much a temple rat in 

our next two congregations in 

Connecticut, as well as being a 

teacher, Religious School Director, 

and member of a zillion committees.  

My home congregation was always 

my favourite until… our family came 

to Canada and made our home at 

Temple Har Zion, 16 amazing years 

ago. Since then, I have been a teacher 

of children and adults, a member of  

no less than 10 committees and 

groups (including some stints as 

chairperson), engaged audience 

member at movies, lectures, and 

performances, and always, always, 

always a congregant at every possible 

Shabbat and holiday service. I have 

helped decorate the sukkah, cleaned 

out closets, washed dishes, rolled 

Torah scrolls, set up chairs, sung 

loudly at song sessions, and read  

a great many Torah portions on 

Shabbat mornings. And I have 

probably turned on and off every 

single light switch in the building. 

Temple rat. 

I became a temple rat way back 

when I was 10, and I have had the 

incredible good fortune to have 

been able to stay one all my life. 

Shades of an old John Denver song: 

“Thank God I’m a temple rat!” 



 

CLICK 
HERE 

CLICK 
HERE 

mailto:judy@harzion.ca?subject=I'd%20like%20to%20volunteer%20to%20HeLP!
mailto:judy@harzion.ca?subject=I'd%20like%20to%20volunteer%20to%20HeLP!
https://www.harzion.ca/religious-education.html
https://www.harzion.ca/religious-education.html


 

 

(Sundays 9:30-12:30 | Grades JK-6)  

 is our opening day! 

Students and families are welcome 

to join us for our first community 

t’filah in the sanctuary at 9:30am.  

At 10, our students will go to their 

classes to start their day while 

parents are welcome to stay back 

with me to schmooze and ask 

questions! We’ll serve a BBQ lunch  

at noon for all our families.  

 is a busy day! We’ll 

have a fun family Sukkot celebration 

in the morning (9:30). Join us for a 

morning of fun! But that’s not all... 

Join us later at 7pm: Simchat Torah 

and Consecration for our newest 

students @ THZ! Dance with the 

Torah and celebrate the beginning of 

our new school year! 

 

(Tuesdays 4:45-6:45 | Grades 3-6)  

Our first day of Beit Ivrit is Tuesday 

! 

mini-lessons, reading time, and 

interactive t’filah. Please contact me 

judy@harzion.ca if Hebrew tutoring 

is required to discuss options. Can 

you read Hebrew? Would you like 

to join our HeLP team (Hebrew 

Learning Partners)? Contact me at 

judy@harzion.ca and we’ll match 

you up with a student for our  

40-minute reading time. You do not 

need to commit to every Tuesday — 

we’ll work around your schedule! 

(Mondays 6-8 | Grades 7-9)  

Our first day back is Monday 

. All parents and 

students are asked to attend this 

information-filled session to meet 

the advisors and teaching staff, 

clergy, and learn more about the 

Retreat weekend (Grade 7-8) and  

Trip to Cincinnati (Grade 9) both 

happening October 21-23 weekend. 

Grade 7-8: Ally Saks is back and 

we’re excited to offer some new  

off-site programs (Retreat weekend 

 to Lake St. George) 

and a visit to Toronto Community 

Mikvah!   

It’s going to be a great year of 

learning at Beit Noar that will 

include “Project Israel”, Mitzvah and 

Menschlekeit, celebrations of the 

holidays, B’nai Mitzvah Hebrew prep 

(Grade 7), Conversational Hebrew 

(Grade 8), and once-a-month Youth 

Group meet ups around Pizza with 

Julie and Paul. 

(Mondays 6-8)

from leaders and teachers 

in our community are scheduled 

throughout the year for our Grade 9 

students as they explore Judaism  

as young adults. Anchored with  

once-a-month “Resilience of the Soul” 

sessions with Cantor Littman, 

includes a Mikvah Program (at the 

Toronto Community Mikvah), a visit 

to Benjamin’s Funeral home, a 3-day 

Movie Festival with Rabbi Weiss, 

Cooking with Marnee, working with 

Shoresh Environmental organization, 

and New Israel Fund to learn more 

about the Israel/Palestine conflict.  

A trip to Cincinnati with our clergy 

and Temple Solel teens on 

 will be a great way to start the 

year! Bonus: Weekly pizza dinner! 

mailto:judy@harzion.ca?subject=Hebrew%20Tutoring
mailto:judy@harzion.ca?subject=I'd%20like%20to%20volunteer%20to%20HeLP!


 

Zoey Schwartz (Grade 3-4): Zoey is an eager and 

enthusiastic teacher with experience working with  

young people who have diverse social, behavioural and 

developmental needs. She  

has a commitment to creating 

a challenging yet nurturing 

learning environment and  

has a passion for inspiring 

children and teens to believe 

in themselves and their ability 

to achieve beyond their current skills and knowledge. Zoey 

comes to us with a Master’s degree in elementary 

education and years of teaching experience in the Reform 

supplementary school system. “Loved swimming with all 

my kids at every pool possible this summer!” 

Tal Rozenblit (Music): Tal is a Grade 

12 student at Alexander Mackenzie 

High School who will be working with 

Jacob Rozen to bring music to our 

students! He is a musician and plays 

many instruments including guitar 

and drums. You may have seen him at 

THZ’s musical Kol Bo Shabbat service 

on the bimah! Tal is very excited for the opportunity to 

work with our students this coming year! “This is a picture 

of me at the Western Wall in Israel this summer, where I 

went to  visit family and friends.” 

Madrichim Coordinator/Youth Group Advisors: We 

welcome back Julie Sermer and Paul Beard to their new 

positions! Julie has filled many roles in our school: song 

leader, Junior Choir director, and Madrichim coordinator. 

Paul has taught at Har Zion and is a school teacher in the 

York Region District School Board. This will be their first 

time stepping into the role  

of Youth Group advisors for 

Club 56, JHAZY and MHarZY. 

They’re so excited to work 

with our teens throughout the 

year and will be bringing new 

programs and experiences to 

our youth! “Here we are enjoying Shabbat Fun in the Sun, 

braiding challah with our youngest daughter, Elizabeth!” 

Freida Firkser - JK-K: Freida is our 

JK-K teacher at Beit Midrash! She 

has years of experience working 

with our youngest students and is 

known for her fantastic art projects 

and her gentle approach to all  

her students. “Summertime has been 

fun, but I’m getting ready for my 

Kindergarten class at Beit Midrash!” 

Allison Board | grades 1-2, Hebrew school:  Allison  

is a certified teacher and has taught for over 15 years. 

Originally from the US, she taught 

there and in England before 

moving to Canada. Allison started 

teaching at Temple Har Zion in 

2019 and worked very hard to 

create amazing online Beit 

Midrash and Beit Ivrit lessons 

during the Covid years! She is 

married to Jon and they have three 

children, Emily, Michael and Sarah, 

who are all students here. “A great time camping at Bass 

Lake with my crew.” 

Sarah Greene | Grade 5-6, Grade 6 Hebrew: Sarah has 

been a member of Temple Har Zion since 2006 and has 

been involved in the school for the past 11 years. She has 

two children, Harrison and Hillary, and is married to Kevin 

who was a student in our school! 

Sarah is very excited to be teaching 

grade 5/6 on Sundays and grade 6 

on Tuesdays. Weekdays, you can 

find her working in the THZ office. 

“This is me getting ready for my trip 

to Jamaica. I needed to try on my 

new snorkeling accessories to make 

sure that they fit.”  



 

Ally Saks | Grades 7 and 8 Beit 

Noar: This will be her 15th year 

teaching at religious schools across 

the GTA. Ally joined our teaching 

staff in 2019 and brings her artistic 

flair and enthusiasm for working 

with teens to every lesson. Her 

favourite things to do in her “spare” 

time are going on walks, arts & crafts, 

and cooking. “Learning an old trick!  

I used to live in my roller skates, 

putting them on again after what seems like 70 years, is a 

little scary.” 

Lena Oded | Hebrew: It’s been 

almost 14 years since Lena came to 

Canada from Israel with her family, 

and she has taught in Beit Midrash 

and Beit Ivrit at Temple Har Zion 

for 9 of those years. Lena sees her 

role in class as a Jewish educator 

who is responsible to assist and 

accompany students through their 

journey of learning Jewish values, culture, the Hebrew 

language and customs. “Learning and fun continues in the 

summer at my daycare.” 

Marnee Birnbaum-Pearl | Cooking: Marnee has been 

teaching at Temple Har Zion for 18 years and her family 

have been proud members for over 30 years. They have 

celebrated baby namings and bar and bat mitzvahs at THZ, 

and now, her wedding this past summer! Marnee began 

teaching during her Confirmation year and has taught 

every grade in our school. A 

couple of years ago, she took on 

a new adventure — a Jewish 

cooking course, and she owns 

and operates a cooking school 

for children, called Taste Budds. 

 

Jacob Rozen | Head of Music: Jacob and his family  

are long-time members who have brought their musical 

talents to our community! 

He’s a graduate from our  

school (Confirmation Class 

of 5780) and is starting 

Grade 12 in the fall. Jacob 

started leading music at 

Beit Midrash when he was 

a “Music Madrich” and has 

since led our music program and morning t’filot alongside 

our clergy on Sunday mornings. This will be his first year 

being “Head of Music”. “I got a chance to get super dirty 

with some family members in a foam-themed 5K fun run 

with tons of awesome obstacles along the way! It’s been nice 

to have some family in from out-of-town, and doing this run 

with them was a great opportunity to spend time with them 

on their first trip back here since the pandemic.” 

Judy Silver | Director of Education: Judy graduated  

from York University with a Bachelor of Education and 

taught for 11 years at Bialik Hebrew Day school. In 2015, 

she returned to school at Hebrew Union College-Jewish 

Institute of Religion to obtain her master’s degree in 

Religious Education and, in 2017, to complete her Reform 

Jewish Educators certification. Judy was the Director of 

Education at two different congregations before returning 

home to Temple Har Zion in 2019. You can find her 

confirmation photo in our 

meeting room — check 

out her 70s-inspired 

outfit! “Walking my son 

Toby down the aisle on his 

way to the Chuppah to get 

married to his now wife, 

Diana, was the highlight of 

my summer!” 

ShalomLinked: The URJ and ShalomLearning are 

partnering together to support URJ congregations to 

offer an online option for students in 1st-6th grade. 

Please contact Judy if you would like to explore 

ShalomLinked as an online schooling option.  



 

https://www.harzion.ca/event/shabbat-fun--thz.html


 

e would like to take this 

opportunity to introduce 

ourselves. We’re Julie Sermer and 

Paul Beard and we are thrilled to be 

your new Youth Group Advisors!  

We’ll be working with THZ youth to 

plan and produce programs for  both 

our high school aged Senior Youth 

Group (MHarZY) and our grade 7- 

and 8-aged Junior Youth Group 

(JHAZY). We hope to see all of you  

out at our events — meeting other 

teens, working together, and having a 

great time! 

We live in Aurora and have four 

children: Ethan, Carly, Jordan, and 

Elizabeth. Julie was an active member 

of MHarZY when she was a teen.  

She was on the MHarZY Executive and 

on the Regional (NFTY-NEL) Board. 

Paul was heavily involved in the Senior 

Youth Group at Temple Emanu-el when 

he was in his teens., and later went on 

to be the Youth Group advisor at 

Temple Holy Blossom when he was in 

his late 20s.   

Our time in Youth Group shaped who 

we are as individuals. We learned 

how to plan and lead creative and 

educational programs, and we gained 

valuable social and organizational 

skills crucial to effective leadership. 

We also made friends who both of  

us are still close with today.  

Our time in youth group helped foster  

self-confidence, understanding about 

the world around us, and a love  

of Judaism. There was also a lot of 

laughter, silliness and fun! As a 

couple, that experience is something 

that we have in common and often 

reminisce about. For many years we 

have discussed how much fun it 

would be to be advisors together.  

  

We are very excited about bringing 

our experience and enthusiasm to  

the Youth Groups at Temple Har Zion.  

Throughout the year, please keep your 

eyes open for emails, eBlasts and 

social media posts about upcoming 

programs and opportunities. 

For those MHarZY-aged teens who are 

interested in getting together with 

other teens from the GTA and our 

NFTY-NEL Region (which includes 

cities like Ottawa, Buffalo, Cleveland, 

and Rochester), please stay tuned for 

information about our L’dor V’dor 

regional event in Toronto on the 

weekend of October 14-16.  

We will be looking for high school 

students interested in planning and 

leading programs, and we will need 

families to host participants from 

other cities. 

If you have any questions, or want to 

get involved, please don’t hesitate to 

contact us at:  

youthadvisor@harzion.ca 

We’re looking forward to working 

with all of our THZ teens and their 

families! 

SAVE 
THE 
DATE 

mailto:youthadvisor@harzion.ca?subject=I%20want%20to%20get%20involved!


 

ou could help support our 

temple by tapping into your 

skills and interests in one of a variety 

of areas. 

You could be active in an area like 

programming, fundraising, writing  

for the Schmooze, writing those  

much-appreciated personal notes of 

congratulation or support. 

You could help make financial 

decisions that can impact the life of 

young people, as in awarding financial 

aid for a young person to enable them 

to go to camp. 

You could meet new people. 

You could make new friends. 

You could have fun. 

During particularly difficult times 

through Covid, Sisterhood threw a 

virtual cocktail party and swapped 

cocktail recipes. 

Sisterhood can also be a support 

during sad and difficult times.  

Or you can simply become a member 

by paying a small sum for support  

and attend our programs and 

activities whenever you wish. 

Should you not feel ready to join, 

you’re always welcome to join us 

whenever you wish! 

Any way you might like to become 

part of Sisterhood , we welcome you. 

  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/91986948305?pwd=eTRLZEtZUG5zMjZSenFSaWR6SlNmQT09
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Saturday September 17 at 8pm 

CLICK HERE TO 
REGISTER TODAY! 

50 Years of Women in 
the Rabbinate 

A Selichot Discussion on 
Tradition, Change, Renewal  
and Redemption 

 

https://www.harzion.ca/event/canada-wide-selichot-program.html
https://www.harzion.ca/event/canada-wide-selichot-program.html


 

PLEASE JOIN US FRIDAY FEBRUARY 29  

following the 8 pm Shabbat Service 

 

 
Rebel Daughter by Lori Banov Kaufmann 

A young woman survives the unthinkable in this tale of family, love, 
and resilience, set against the destruction of Jerusalem in 70CE. This 
emotional and impassioned saga, based on real characters and 
meticulous research, seamlessly blends the fascinating story of the 
Jewish people with a timeless protagonist determined to take charge 
of her own life against all odds. National Jewish Book Award Winner.  

BOOK CLUB 

Interested? Send us an email at 
Templebiz1836@gmail.com 

Ellen Morrow & Judy Silver 
Partners, JewJu Box 

https://www.harzion.ca/zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82104911141?pwd=V2xiUDczWi9ZTkJFUEY1bDlqSVNQQT09
mailto:Templebiz1836@gmail.com?subject=I'd%20lilke%20to%20join%20the%20group!
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Irving and Paula Frisch in memory of 
Irving’s mother Celia Frisch 

Miriam Meiri to Samantha Bailey in 
appreciation 

Ronald Sluer to Jody Blum in memory 
of her mother Rita Finegold 

Brena and Tom Taylor to  
Barbara Barnartt and family in 
memory of their brother and uncle 
William Schnoll  

Susan and Ben Aronowitz in memory 
of Susan’s mother Bertha Stein 

Alan and Phylis Coles in memory of 
Alan’s father Ben Coles 

Marcia Craft in memory of her father 
Sam Sonin 

Alan and Joan Dessau in memory of 
Alan’s father Samuel Dessau 

Carol and Sheldon Diamond in 
memory of Carol’s father  
Ben Fromowitz 

Peter Drutz and Laurie Saunders in 
celebration of the marriage of their 
daughter Jessie Saunders-Drutz to 
Daniel Singer 

Arlene and Alan Fishman in memory  
of Arlene’s mother Anne Riff 

Hope and Larry Gaum on the  
yahrzeit of Hope’s mother  
Miriam Snitzer Kaufman 

Karen Grimm in memory of her father 
Sidney Meyerson 

Debby and Lawrie Kaplan in memory 
of Debby’s father Irvin Shulman 

Molly and Bernie Keyes in memory of 
Molly’s mother Lonia (Leah) Waldner 

Neil and Deborah Naftolin in memory 
of Neil’s mother Betty Naftolin 

Abbe Nelson in memory of her husband 
Edward Nelson 

Harriet Noik in memory of her mother 
Kate Tanzer 

Josette Sassoon and Morrie Joseph  
in memory of Josette’s father  
Selim Sassoon 

Warren and Janie Shendelman in 
memory of Warren’s father  
Benjamin Shendelman 

Rosalind and Ronald Smith in memory 
of Rosalind’s mother Sybil Landau 

Robyn Weinberg on the yahrzeit of  
her mother Sally Ann Fagan 

Rabbi Cory, Karen and Jacob Weiss  
in celebration of their becoming 
Canadian citizens 

Lisa Rose and Sidney Fox to  
Barbara Barnartt and family in 
memory of their brother and uncle 
William Schnoll 

Judith Ross to Lisa Cohen in celebration 
of the marriage of her son Matthew  
to Leona 

Tara and David Abrams to  
Claude and Adele Heimann in 
celebration of the birth their grandson 
Brayden Wesley Heimann 

Jessie Saunders-Drutz and Daniel 
Singer to Cantor Rachael Littman in 
appreciation for officiating at their 
wedding 

 

Barbara Barnartt for her brother  
William Schnoll 

Jody Blum for her mother Rita Feingold 

Jean Brettschneider for her husband 
Maurice Brettschneider 

Perlita Stroh for her grandmother  
Simy Soberano 

Ilana Keyes and Paul Pijawka in 
celebration of their daughter  
Alyssa becoming Bat Mitzvah 

Molly and Bernie Keyes in  
celebration of their granddaughter 
Alyssa becoming Bat Mitzvah 

Alison Ferry and David Tepper in 
celebration of their daughter  
Emma becoming Bat Mitzvah 

Gwen Yacht on her grandson Taio 
receiving his Member of Parliament’s 
Sequicentennial Citizenship Award 
recognizing the impact he has made  
in his community 

 

 

Adele and Claude Heimann on  
the birth of their grandson  
Brayden Wesley Heimann 

Lindsay and Adam Gilbert in 
celebration of their son  
Samuel becoming Bar Mitzvah 

Helene and Sim Greene in  
celebration of their granddaughter 
Hillary becoming Bat Mitzvah 

Sarah and Kevin Greene in  
celebration of their daughter Hillary 
becoming Bat Mitzvah 

‘‘ 
’’ 

mailto:sarah@harzion.ca?subject=I'd%20like%20to%20share%20some%20news


 

Gwen Yacht to Alan Coles for a speedy 
recovery; and to Sim Greene in 
appreciation 

Susan and Paul Sermer to  
Barbara Barnartt and family in  
memory of their brother and uncle 
William Schnoll 

Sandra and Arthur Benjamin to  
Barbara Barnartt and family in  
memory of their brother and uncle 
William Schnoll 

Susan and Ben Aronowitz to  
Barbara Barnartt and family in  
memory of their brother and uncle 
William Schnoll 

Eleanor Rice and Steve Bregman to 
Clare and Serge Adam in celebration of 
their son Michael’s recent marriage; 
and to Lori Silverstein in celebration of 
her son Matthew’s recent marriage 

Miriam and Eli Amon to Ruth Brickman 
in celebration of her birthday 

 

Clare and Serge Adam to Adele and 
Claude Heimann in celebration  
of the birth their grandson  
Brayden Wesley Heimann 

Paula and Jeffrey Freedman to  
Fred Slavner for a speedy recovery 

Rose and Jack Steinberg to  
Brenda Pearl in memory of her sister 
Shirley Ridley 

Hope and Larry Gaum in memory of 
Natalie Lichtenstein 

Mary Anne and Willie Handler to 
Barbara Barnartt and family in  
memory of their brother and uncle 
William Schnoll 

Zena and Ray Havelock to Marlene 
Smith in appreciation 

Naomi and Saul Joel; and Brena and 
Tom Taylor to Rabbi Cory, Karen and 
Jacob Weiss in honour of them 
becoming Canadian citizens 

Judith Kugler to Rabbi Cory Weiss in 
appreciation 

Miriam Meiri on the yahrzeit of her 
brother Gershon Ovadia 

Eleanor Rice and Steve Bregman to 
Rabbi Cory Weiss in appreciation for a 
beautiful baby naming for their 
granddaughter Sarah 

Jessie Saunders-Drutz and  
Daniel Singer to Rabbi Cory Weiss  
in appreciation of his guidance and 
support through the marriage process 

Sandra and Arthur Benjamin; and 
Brigitte Waisberg to Perlita and Jonah 
Stroh and family in memory of their 
grandmother and great grandmother 
Simy Soberano 

Miriam and Eli Amon to Jody Blum in 
memory of her mother Rita Feingold 

Sheree Davis to Laurie Saunders  
and Peter Drutz in celebration of  
their daughter Jessie’s marriage  
to Daniel Singer; and to  
Jessie Saunders-Drutz in celebration  
of her marriage to Daniel Singer 
 
 

Joan and Alan Dessau to the  
Naiberg family in memory of  
Sharon and David Naiberg 

Sidney Fox and Lisa Rose on the 
yahrzeit of Sidney’s father Jack Fox 

Myrna and Stephen Marcus on  
the yahrzeit of Myrna’s father  
Irving Wineberg 

Andrea and Warren Merling in  
honour of Andrea reading Torah  
during Shabbat services 

Karen and James Phillipson in memory 
of Karen’s father Robbie Jacobson 

Brena and Tom Taylor to Eleanor Rice 
and Steve Bregman in celebration of 
their granddaughter Sarah’s baby 
naming 

Brena and Tom Taylor; and Susan and 
Robert Weiss to Joan and Alan Dessau 
in memory of Sharon and David Naiberg 

Brena and Tom Taylor to Adele and 
Claude Heimann in celebration of the 
birth of their grandson Brayden Wesley 

Gwen Yacht to Ted Berman for a speedy 
recovery 

Evelyn Krakauer to Barbara Barnartt 
and family in memory of their brother 
and uncle William Schnoll 

Sherrill Berrys to Claude and  
Adele Heimann in celebration  
of the birth their grandson  
Brayden Wesley Heimann 

Judith Ross to Clare and Serge Adam 
in celebration of the marriage of their 
son Michael to Sarah 

THZ Sisterhood to Morris Maron in 
celebration of the birth of his 
granddaughter Aiden Romy 

Deena Baltman and Michael Zitney  
to Ruth Brickman in celebration of  
her birthday 

Judith Ross to Marley and Jerry 
Greenglass in celebration of the 
marriage of their son Paul to Hava;  
and to Barbara Barnartt and family in 
memory of their brother and uncle 
William Schnoll 



 

 

mailto:sarah@harzion.ca?subject=Tree%20of%20Life


 

https://www.harzion.ca/events
https://www.harzion.ca/calendar
https://www.harzion.ca/past

