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Bat Mitzvah

SHELBY GREENWOOD
Daughter of Yael and Steven Greenwood

Bat Mitzvah December 4, 2021
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by Rabbi Cory Weiss

In my 28 years as a Rabbi, I have been
installed in synagogues three times: as

the Assistant Rabbi at Congregation Beth
Israel in West Hartford, CT; as the Rabbi
of Congregation Beth Shalom Rodfe
Zedek in Chester, CT; and, of course, as
the Rabbi of Temple Har Zion. But I’ve
never had the opportunity to install a
clergyperson in their shul. And all of a
sudden, I am part of two installations
within a month! 

On November 21, we all had the privilege
and joy of sharing in Cantor Rachael
Littman’s installation as our Cantor. What
an incredible feeling in the room to be
together as a community for the first time
in such a long time. We had 150 people
there in person, and many more joined us
online. The ruach was amazing to
experience, and we were all reminded of
the extraordinary talent we have in the
THZ family. Our special guest, Cantor
Magda Fishman, was a joy to listen to and
sing with, and she’s quite funny as well!
It was wonderful to hear from Hazzanit
Tara Abrams, and to have all of us make
music together. Our singers and
instrumentalists added so much to the
evening, as did our speakers. And all
topped off with a joyous L’Chaim! It was
an evening we won’t soon forget, and was
a welcome return to the shul after so
many months of isolation and streaming.

If you didn’t see Cantor Littman’s
Installation, or would like to watch it
again, please click here. The recording
includes our wonderful choir singing
Shehecheyanu!

I do hope that if you haven’t been back for
a Shabbat service, you’ll consider joining
us in person as soon as you feel
comfortable. Our precautions are still in

place and we’re keeping everyone as safe
as we possibly can.

On December 17, the Weiss family will be
in Tampa, Florida, to celebrate the
installation of Rabbi Michael Weiss as the
Assistant Rabbi of Congregation Schaarai
Zedek. Michael was ordained in May of
2020 (without an in-person ceremony or
celebration), and started his work at
Schaarai Zedek that July. He will finally
be installed on the 17th, in the joyous
presence of his congregation, and
especially his parents, his brother Jacob,
and his grandparents. We haven’t been
able to see Michael in person since he left
for Florida, and we can’t wait! Karen and
I have written him a new composition in
honour of his Installation that his Cantor
will perform during the service. I’ve owed
Michael a piece of music for 30 years now,
and I’m so pleased to be able to share it
with him. 

You are also cordially invited to join us
online for Michael’s Installation. In
addition, Michael and I will be co-leading
Torah Study for Har Zion and Schaarai
Zedek from Tampa on December 18.
There will be no in-person Torah Study at
THZ that day, but we hope you will join
us and members of Schaarai Zedek
Shabbat morning to study the very end of
Genesis. Links for both events will appear
in Har Zion’s online calendar and events
page, as well as in our weekly eBlast.

What a joy it is to have the opportunity
once again to celebrate with my Har Zion
family and the Weiss family in these
special simchas! May 2022 bring us all
many good reasons to celebrate.

L’Shalom

A tale of two 
installations

“What a joy it is
to have the
opportunity 
once again to 
celebrate with
my Har Zion
family and the
Weiss family in 
these special
simchas! 

”
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https://harzion.ca/past
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People making music 
together is magical

by Eleanor Ackerman Rice
Music Director

THZ choir recently gathered in the
sanctuary on a Wednesday night,

the same time and day of regular 
practice. No food could be served. No 
songs could be sung and no faces could 
be easily recognized. If I learned anything 
from this event it was that our choir is 
not just a music group whose only 
value is to sing at a service or a concert. 

When you take away the singing, the 
service, and the concert, you’re left with 
the essence of our choir. They are a 
caring community. Although it was the

music that brought them together, it’s
not the music that keeps them together.
It is the memory of the magic. People
making music together is magical. 

There is no way to explain how a group
of people of different backgrounds,
different musical expertise and
different ages come together to produce
something beautiful and of value. (Did
you know that congregants have
asked if they could pay to have the
choir sing at their children’s Bar/
Bat Mitzvah services?)

Jessie Saunders-Drutz produced the video 
of our choir singing Shehecheyanu as 
part of Cantor Littman’s installation 
ceremony. CLICK HERE to watch it. 

Although it was a sad reminder of how 
much we have lost, it was also a 
hopeful glimpse of what awaits us 
when we conclude this challenging 
episode in our lives. 

We’re going to come out singing!

The Masked Choir! Even with masks and no food, we still have a great time!

https://www.harzion.ca/cantor
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by Judy Silver
Director of Education

Two hours a week? What can be
done in two hours a week? Plenty!

Our Beit Ivrit (Hebrew School)
introduces our students to Hebrew as
both a modern language and the
language of prayer and Torah.

Hebrew School (or as I like to say,
Hebrew’s cool), starts on Sunday
morning in Kindergarten to Grade 2,
long before the students enter our
weekday program. Our youngest
students start to learn Hebrew through
“Hebrew Through Movement” (HTM).
HTM is a language acquisition
strategy in which students learn
Hebrew by hearing and responding to
Hebrew commands. It introduces
Hebrew in a playful and meaningful
way, creating a positive first link
between children and Hebrew.
Sunday morning T’filah with our
clergy and music leaders exposes our

students to the language, music and
sounds of prayer. By the time they
enter our building on Tuesday

afternoons in Grade 3, they have a
solid foundation of Hebrew upon
which to build.

We start Beit Ivrit with an all-school
“mini-lesson” in which they learn

and practice basic Hebrew reading
rules. This is coupled with a Hebrew
‘Pun of the Week’ which introduces a

variety of vocabulary in a fun and
memorable way. 

The afternoon continues with an
individualized reading program by
grade. Their teacher works with the
students one-on-one as they make their
way through their reading materials
and books.  

The school gathers once again for
“HaIvrit Sheli”—(My Hebrew). In small
mixed groups the teachers lead the
students through a variety of activities
ranging from games, books, web apps
to HTM and more. The students rotate
each week experiencing the different
activities and are offered a new set of
activities once they have completed the
rotation cycle. 

Our afternoon finishes off all together
in our Beit T’filah (Sanctuary). Each
student has their own Siddur, Kippah
and yad. They learn about the prayers,
are introduced to prayer vocabulary
and phrases, reflect on the prayers
individually and in groups, and pray
together as a community.  

Our two hours of Beit Ivrit is busy
and fun and offers many paths to
interacting and learning Hebrew. 

Just by reading this article, you have
taken in seven Hebrew words that our
students already understand just by
attending Beit Ivrit! Just think what we
can do in two hours!

What’s happening at 
Beit Ivrit? Here’s what!
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by Sheree Davis
President

At our June annual meeting, I said that when
Cantor Littman’s family could travel here easily
with few restrictions, we would install Cantor
Littman properly, welcoming her to our
Temple community with our membership
present in our sanctuary. That is what we did
on Sunday, November 21 — we gathered
together in person and online for the
installation of Cantor Rachael Littman and to
celebrate a momentous time for our
congregation.  

According to Jonathan Serna, who teaches
Jewish history at Brandeis University, cantors
were the only clergy Jews had when they first
arrived in the United States. “In the 1840s, there
were no rabbis in America.” “With the lack of
rabbis, cantors joined couples in marriage,
prayed over funeral ceremonies and led the
Sabbath service. That role has changed little.”
Cantors regularly step in when the Rabbi is
absent.” They are musical interpreters of
liturgy, educators and a partner in spiritual
leadership.

The installation of a Cantor is about the
transition of spiritual leadership within a
congregation as well as a commitment both on
the part of the Cantor but also the members of
that congregation.  It’s not a secular event nor is
it simply an important ritual or minhag.
Installation is a sacred occasion for each of us
and for all of us. Through our participation as
witnesses we recommit ourselves to our
Temple, to Judaism and to our people. It is at
once about our past, our present and our future.

According to what I’ve learned about Cantors,
they bring their own special sauce to a
congregation’s musical and spiritual identity.
Building on the rich liturgic legacy of Temple
Har Zion, in the almost 17 months that she has
been with us, Cantor Littman has brought to
our worship a rich and diverse blend of ancient
and traditional chants, culturally diverse as
well as modern melodies, and has encouraged

our membership to do the same. Her personal
interpretation of liturgy is imbued with passion,
creativity and a beautiful, joie de vivre. As an
educator, she both engages and inspires her
students with some even choosing to regard her
as a mentor as they move forward in their
Jewish education. Trust me when I tell you, her
readiness to reach out to members in need, her
compassion and her plans for her pastoral work
are as big and beautiful as her voice. 

On behalf of the THZ community, I want to say
thank you and Yasher Koach to those leaders
and volunteers who are responsible for
bringing Cantor Littman into our community
and for the installation concert. Thank you to
Claude Heimann and the entire Cantoral
Search Committee as well as our past president
Brena Taylor who quite literally signed the deal
that brought Cantor Littman to us. For this
evening’s program, I’d like to thank Co-chairs
Cheryl Ackerman, Melissa Klein and the entire
Music Committee; Rabbi Weiss, Eleanor Rice,
and Serge Adam; Len Bates, our ShulCloud
maestro and Webmeister; Seth Cole and the
Back to Shul Task Force for ensuring that we
could celebrate safely; and Morris Maron,
Marie Corvese, Jaye Goldberg, and Sarah
Greene in our office who helped to make this
all come together. My special thanks to Alyssa
Gilman who was vigilant in her efforts to ensure
that this evening was true to the Cantor’s vision.

During very uncertain times, Cantor Littman
entered the life of our Temple community.
With very few exceptions and for a very long
time, her interactions with leadership,
membership and students were virtual
only. And yet, her warmth, commitment,
compassion, knowledge and fervor made
their way into our hearts and helped to
connect, engage and inspire us.  

Welcome home, Cantor Littman. 

Welcome home, 
Cantor Littman

“Her warmth,
commitment,
compassion,
knowledge and
fervor made
their way into
our hearts 
and helped to
connect, engage
and inspire us.

”
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https://images.shulcloud.com/1790/475724.mp3
https://images.shulcloud.com/1790/475725.mp3
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https://www.harzion.ca/past
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https://www.harzion.ca/cantor
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https://images.shulcloud.com/1790/475726.mp3
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https://us04web.zoom.us/j/5918957200
https://www.harzion.ca/zoom
https://www.harzion.ca/zoom


https://apps.apple.com/bo/app/temple-har-zion/id1352428542?l=en
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.shulcloud.app1790&hl=en&gl=US
https://www.harzion.ca/event/brotherhood-gathering-with-rabbi-weiss.html
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https://venue.streamspot.com/64d0af2962
https://www.harzion.ca/zoom
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https://www.harzion.ca/event/israel-culture-club--whats-so-funny-about-israel.html
https://www.harzion.ca/zoom
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https://www.zedek.org/events/erev-shabbat-service-2-2021-12-17/
https://www.zedek.org/events/torah-study-8-2021-12-18/


https://www.harzion.ca/event/sisterhood--movie-night-with-rabbi-weiss1.html


https://www.harzion.ca/sfsf
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Temple Family News

TEMPLE HAR ZION FUND
Clare and Serge Adam to Lisa Cohen in

appreciation
Barbara Barnartt to Sharon Liebesman and

family in memory of their husband,
father, father-in-law and grandfather
Shelly Liebesman

Vera and Meir Aschkenazy in memory of
Meir’s father Eliezer Aschkenazy

Phylis and Alan Coles in memory of
Phylis’ father Philip Catania; and Alan’s
mother Mary Coles

Joan and Alan Dessau in memory of Joan’s
stepfather Ben Pape

Carol and Sheldon Diamond in memory of
Carol’s mother Eva Fromowitz; and
Sheldon’s mother Fannie Diamond

Barbara and Sid Finkelstein in memory of
Sid’s father Issie Finkelstein

Edyse and Norm Fisher in memory of
Norm’s mother Layla Fisher

Florence Glickman in memory of her
father-in-law David Glickman; and
her father Isaac Bornstein

Debby and Lawrie Kaplan in memory
of Debby’s aunt Jennie Sax; and her
grandmother Ann Blumenfeld

Deborah and Neil Naftolin in memory of
Neil’s father Benjamin Naftolin

Linda and Stephen Newstead in memory
of Stephen’s mother Pauline Newstead

Helen Posluns Kerbel and Jeffrey Kerbel
in memory of Helen’s father Avrum
Isaac Posluns

Helen Kopstick in memory of her brother
Alan Bennett

Judith Ross in memory of her sister-in-law
Sarah Ross

Shirley and David Sklar in memory of
David’s father Solly Sklar

ARTHUR AND DVORA BROWN
CAMP SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Faga Clapham to Mr. and Mrs. Steve Adelson

in celebration of the marriage of their
son Ivan

CANTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Clare and Serge Adam in memory of

Clare’s mother Basia Lemkowicz
Tara and David Abrams; Clare and Serge

Adam; Samantha and Shelly Bacher
and family; Sara and Len Bates; Sandra
and Arthur Benjamin; Jennifer Angel
and Eric Birnberg; Gail and Zelig
Bochnek; Lisa Cohen; Joan Davidson;
Shae Eckler; Paula and Jeff Freedman;
Audrey Kaufman and Barry Ganz; Lyla
and Martin Gelfand; Karen and
Michael Goodis; Carol Goodman; Kori
Leblanc and Shaun Goodman; Dina
and Bruce Granove; Sarah and Kevin
Greene and family; Marley and Jerry
Greenglass; Yael and Steven Greenwood
and family; Frances Halperin; Adele
and Claude Heimann; Susie Shillow
and Keith Holdsworth; Ora Harris and
Michael Hutchins; Debby and Lawrie
Kaplan; Marilyn Kartash; Ilissa and
Tony Katz; Molly and Bernie Keyes;
Morris Maron; Donna and Julian
Pencharz; Debbie Kessler and Robert
Phinnemore; Sharon and Sholem
Prasow; Lynne and Gerald Pressman;
Judith Ross; Doreen Rotenberg; Robyn,
Mitchell, Jacob and Hannah Rozen;
Josette Sassoon and Morris Joseph;
Bunny and Ken Saul; Jill and Stanley
Segal; Julie Sermer and Paul Beard;
Lori Silverstein; Ianne and David
Spencer; Brena and Tom Taylor;
Brigitte Waisberg; Karen, Rabbi Cory,
Rabbi Michael and Jacob Weiss; and
Glyn and John Wolpert to Cantor
Rachael Littman in honour of her
installation as Cantor of Temple Har
Zion

Sheree Davis to Cheryl Ackerman, Melissa
Klein and the Music Committee in
appreciation

LEGACY FUND
Marley and Jerry Greenglass to Sharon

Liebesman and family in memory of
their husband, father, father-in-law and
grandfather Shelly Liebesman

MARVIN KOPSTICK LEADERSHIP
FUND
Sandra and Arthur Benjamin; and Arlene

and Alan Fishman to Sharon Liebesman
and family in memory of their husband,
father, father-in-law and grandfather
Shelly Liebesman

MEMBERS HELPING MEMBERS FUND
Lyla and Marty Gelfand to Helene and Sim

Greene and family in celebration of their
grandson Jacob’s Bar Mitzvah

Robyn and Alan Packard to James Phillipson
in celebration of his special birthday

Bunny and Ken Saul to Arthur Freeman in
celebration of his special birthday

Martha and Harry Shulman to Hope and
Larry Gaum in memory of Hope’s father
Saul Kaufman

Gwen Yacht to Sharon Liebesman and
family in memory of their husband,
father, father-in-law and grandfather
Shelly Liebesman

MUSIC FUND
Ruth Carrick to Sharon Liebesman and

family in memory of their husband,
father, father-in-law and grandfather
Shelly Liebesman

Jeanette Jamieson and Bill Solomon on the
yahrzeit of Jeanette’s mother Margaret
Jamieson

PAULETTE VOLGYESI MEMORIAL
CHESED FUND
Clare and Serge Adam to Judith Ross for

a speedy recovery for her daughter
Lili and Marni Holender in honour of

Clare Adam
Terry and Alan Lustig to Hope and Larry

Gaum and family in memory of Hope’s
father Saul Kaufman; and to Sharon
Liebesman and family in memory of
their husband, father, father-in-law
and grandfather Shelly Liebesman

Judith Ross; and Debby and Lawrie Kaplan
to Sharon Liebesman and family in
memory of their husband, father,
father-in-law and grandfather Shelly
Liebesman

Tributes and Acknowledgements

BAR/BAT MITZVAH
Helene and Sim Greene in celebration of

their grandson Jacob’s Bar Mitzvah
Yael and Steven Greenwood in celebration

of their daughter Shelby’s Bat Mitzvah

ENGAGEMENTS
Elka and Brian Birnbaum on the engagement of

their daughter Marnee Birnbaum to Adam
Pearl, son of Rhonda and Michael Pearl

CONDOLENCES
Joan Appelby for her son-in-law Jeff

Ambrose
Eddie Birnbaum for his wife Elaine

Birnbaum

Hope Gaum for her father Saul Kaufman
Sharon Liebesman for her husband

Shelly Liebesman
Blair and Jordan Sweigman for their

aunt Edith Sweigman Goldenberg

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Jacob and Stephanie Gilman
Vilma Soffer

A hearty Mazal Tov to the following 
families:

We thank the following for a donation
to the Temple Har Zion Fund for the
sponsorship of a Congregational
Kiddush, Seudah, Oneg, Torah Study
or Morning Minyan Breakfast:
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RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Melissa and Corey Adler to Sandra Druck

in memory of Maurice
Marie and Steve Borlak in appreciation

RABBI MICHAEL AND CELIA STROH
EDUCATION PROGRAM FUND
Marie and Steve Borlak on the yahrzeit

of Steve’s uncle Charles Krakauer
Brigitte Waisberg to Susan Berman in

memory of Gary Berman

SISTERHOOD FUND
Joan Davidson; Debby and Lawrie Kaplan;

Molly and Bernie Keyes; and Lynne
and Gerald Pressman to Hope and
Larry Gaum and family in memory of
Hope’s father Saul Kaufman

Ann and Derek Gosselin to Hope and
Larry Gaum and family in memory of
Hope’s father Saul Kaufman; to Sharon
Liebesman and family in memory of
their husband, father, father-in-law and
grandfather Shelly Liebesman

Minna Mosher and Howard Mandel to
Hope and Larry Gaum and family
in memory of Hope’s father Saul
Kaufman; to Mary Aisen in celebration
of her special birthday

Karen Weiss in appreciation

VIDEO STREAMING FUND
Paula and Irving Frisch to Serge Adam in

appreciation
Shirley and Emmanuel Kehimkar to Regina

Daniel in celebration of her birthday

Tributes and Acknowledgements

Susan and Jeffrey Albaum; Susan and
Ben Aronowitz; Roberta and Seth Cole;
Sheree Davis; Janet and Steven Eskind
and family; Karen Fisher; Andrea
Rifkin and Jack Furman; Sherry Gluck;
Sarah and Kevin Greene and family;
Adele and Claude Heimann; Ora
Harris and Michael Hutchins; Naomi
and Saul Joel; Josette Sassoon and
Morris Joseph; Ilissa and Tony Katz;
the Pijawka-Keyes family; Morris
Maron, Brenda and Stanley Pasternak;
Cheryl Ackerman and David Saslove;
Judy and Ian Silver; Marlene Smith;
Karen Tabachnick; Karen, Rabbi Cory,
Rabbi Michael, and Jacob Weiss; Jill
and Michael Yablonsky; and Gwen
Yacht to Cantor Rachael Littman in
honour of her installation as Cantor of
Temple Har Zion

Kori Levitt and Mark Appelby; Tya
and Irving Blumenthal; Marley and
Jerry Greenglass; Adele and Claude
Heimann; Sharon Liss; Esther
Mandelbaum ; Morris Maron; Howard
Schenk; Spergel Goldblatt Foundation
at the Jewish Foundation of Greater
Toronto; Audrey and Ron Tepper;
Agnes and George Tihanyi; and Phil
Wolfenden to help us all to build our
future together, today

Mary and Irwin Aisen to Karen and
Rabbi Cory Weiss and family in
celebration of the installation of their
son Rabbi Michael Weiss; and to Cantor
Rachael Littman in celebration of
her installation as Cantor of Temple Har
Zion

Joan Appelby in memory of her beloved
son-in-law Jeff Ambrose

Samantha and Shelly Bacher to Julie
Sermer and Paul Beard and family in
celebration of Jordan’s Bar Mitzvah

Julie Sermer and Paul Beard to Rabbi
Cory Weiss, Cantor Rachael Littman
and Hazzanit Tara Abrams in
appreciation

Jack Bengall in honour of Brena Taylor
and Rachael Littman

Elka and Brian Birnbaum in celebration
of the engagement of their daughter
Marnee to Adam Pearl, son of Rhonda
and Michael Pearl

Andrea Shattner and Sam Castiglione on
the yahrzeit of Andrea’s father Jerry Shattner

Shirley and Robin Conway in appreciation

Sheree Davis to Michaela Winterstein in
celebration of her Bat Mitzvah; and to
Morris Maron, Sarah Greene, Jaye Goldberg
and Marie Corvese in appreciation

Joan and Alan Dessau; Robert
Goldberg; and Barbara and Peter
Matsdorf to Sharon Liebesman and
family in memory of their husband,
father, father-in-law and grandfather
Shelly Liebesman

Shae Eckler to Jordan Beard in
celebration of his Bar Mitzvah

Andrea Rifkin and Jack Furman on the
yahrzeit’s of Jack’s mother Elsie Furman,
his uncle Jack Plotnick and his cousin
Josh Plotnick

Marianne and Selig Greenberg to Sharon
Liebesman and family in memory of their
husband, father, father-in-law and
grandfather Shelly Liebesman; and to
Rabbi Cory Weiss and Cantor Rachael
Littman in appreciation

Ora Harris and Michael Hutchins and
family to James Phillipson in celebration
of his special birthday

Morris Maron to Kalman Lowenthal in
memory of his father Avraham
Lowenthal

Andrea and Warren Merling on the
yarhrzeit of Warren’s father Jerry
Merling and his uncle Jack Halickman

Donna and Julian Donna Pencharz in
memory of Julian’s mother Dolly
Pencharz

Cheryl Ackerman and David Saslove in
memory of Cheryl’s parents Eileen and
David Ackerman

Deepa and Shalom Shapurkar in
memory of Shalom’s father Samson
Shapurkar

Marian and Maurice Sprumont in
memory of Marian’s parents Miklos and
Edith Kamaras

Marlene Smith to Karen and Rabbi
Cory Weiss in appreciation

Brena Taylor to Jessie Saunders-Drutz
in appreciation; and to Michaela
Winterstein in celebration of her Bat
Mitzvah

Brena and Tom Taylor in memory of
Tom’s mother Gertrude Taylor and his
sister Linda Stanley; and in memory of
Brena’s father Morey Eckler and her
cousin Debra Neskel

Gail and Stephen Victor to Rabbi Cory
Weiss and Cantor Rachael Littman in
appreciation

Gwen Yacht in memory of her
grandparents Shlomo and Ida
Wisenberg; and to Cantor Rachael
Littman in celebration of her installation
as Cantor of Temple Har Zion

SCHEINBERG FAMILY SUSTAINABILITY FUND
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