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Moses witnessed his community engaged in an act that profaned God and 
degraded human beings; filled with rage, Moses smashed the tablet 
containing the Ten Commandments. In the aftermath, he picked up the 
pieces, carved a new tablet, and placed both tablets, the broken and the 
whole, into the aron hakodesh, the holy ark of the covenant. Forever after, 
this was the sacred center of our ancestors’ world—an ark that symbolized 
brokenness and hope. 
 
The mass protests over systemic racism and police brutality bear witness to 
four centuries of degradation and injustice to the black community. They 
attest to the fact that this is a moment of brokenness and hope—for our 
country, for our congregation, for us as individuals. 
 
We are broken. It is a time of truth-telling and atonement. 
 
We offer hope. It is a time of reconciliation and restitution. 
 
By transforming the brokenness wrought by racial injustice, we can usher in 
an era of righteousness, reparation, and hope. 
 
We as a congregation are committed to bearing witness to the 
brokenness and hope. We will learn; we will listen; we will follow the 
leadership of those who have been systematically oppressed by 
implicit and explicit racism. We will actively seek to be anti-racist. 
 
Our tradition teaches "we will not stand idly by." (Lev. 19:16) It reminds us 
not to stand by in silence or inaction. Yet, it also doesn't clarify how to move 
forward in action, in aid, in change. 
 
Perhaps that is because there isn't a “one-size-fits-all” to move forward 
creating the changes our nation needs. We each have our individual ways of 
making the world a bit better than we found it. 
 
Some of us will march. Some of us will write letters of protest. Some of us 
will donate to the NAACP, bail funds, and other organizations supporting 
black individuals, voices, and experiences. Every genuine and committed act 
brings us collectively closer to a just community. 
 
Here are just a few of the things we can each do: 
• Take part in justice efforts led by communities of color 



• Be aware of the impacts of our urgency and our emotions 
• Urgency can lead to a lack of inclusion; it is important to sit with our 

discomfort. 
• Lift up voices of people of color, including Jews of color 
• Engage with the Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism 
• Pause and listen in spaces where you are an ally  
• Don't put the onus on others to teach you, educate yourself and seek out 

opportunities to learn 
• Listen to each other respectfully, while still challenging each other to do 

the best we can 
• Offer love, support, and patience to each other 
 
Temple Beth Am has compiled a collection of Resources on a range of topics, 
including diversity within the Jewish community, queer Jews of color, 
parents educating their children, educating ourselves, articles, books, films 
and shows, podcasts, social, organizations, and other ways to help. We 
share other resources that have been beneficial to you. We ask that each 
person commit to at least one form of learning and action. 
 
Specifically, in the week ahead, Temple Beth Am is committed to 
participating in the Black Lives Matters Statewide strike and march (see 
announcement and article)—our offices will be closed on Friday June 12 and 
stay tuned for more information about a Temple Beth Am contingent for the 
march. 
 
If you need someone to talk with, process with, remember that your rabbis 
are here to be of support. Together, we will move through this moment 
carrying within us brokenness and hope, and ensuring that we can create a 
free and democratic society where black lives matter. 
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