
GUIDELINES AND STANDARDS 

 

Student Placement 

New students are assigned to classes based on their age and 

corresponding school grade. New students in grades 4 through 6 need to 

meet with the Director or Assistant Director of Education to determine 

the most appropriate placement for the Hebrew classes.  

 

Attendance 

In order to receive full benefit from class, it is essential that students 

attend regularly and be prepared to participate fully in class. If parents 

know that their child will be absent, they should contact Kaitlyn 

Angrove at 206-525-0915 x200 or adminsupport@templebetham.org. As 

a community that strives to care about each individual student, the 

Religious School sends home a friendly email checking up on any 

student who has been absent for two weeks of classes. Students who are 

absent more frequently may also receive a call from one of the rabbis. 

 

Tardiness 

Because our students have a very limited number of classroom hours and 

we want to use the time to its fullest, we urge parents to get their 

children to class on time. When tardiness is unavoidable, it is better to 

arrive late than to be absent from an entire session. However, please 

remember that latecomers inevitably disrupt classroom activities. 

 

Progress Reports 

Progress reports are distributed twice per year to give students and 

parents feedback and to initiate improvement where necessary. They 

include a numerical assessment and a summary evaluation written by the 

student’s teacher. Reports are written for every student in the PreK year 

through the 7
th

 grade.  Parents are encouraged to contact the teacher, the 

Director of Education, or the Assistant Director of Education at any time 

during the year to discuss progress, attendance and/or conduct. 

 

 



Homework and Testing 
When homework is given, it will be meaningful and realistic. 3rd 

through 6
th

 graders are expected to practice their Hebrew for a few 

minutes several times a week in order to best retain the information 

learned in class.  

 

Tests may be given as part of the learning experience and to help 

teachers determine whether the learning goals are being achieved by 

their students. 

 

Materials 

Students studying Hebrew should bring a pencil, their Hebrew books, a 

folder or binder, and their homework to class each day. It is helpful to 

have a bag designated for Religious School so books are sure to make it 

to class. 

 

Behavior 

It is important that Temple Beth Am be a place where everyone feels 

safe, where each individual is respected, and where the temple and its 

grounds are treated with respect. If a minor problem arises, teachers 

handle it directly within the classroom. However, if a student continues 

to behave inappropriately, he/she is sent to the Religious School office. 

At that time, the student fills out a Behavior Incident Report, stating 

what happened and what could have been done to prevent it. The student 

speaks with the Director or Assistant Director of Education. If they are 

unavailable, the student speaks with the adult in charge of the office at 

that time. The second time a student is sent to the office, the above steps 

are taken and the parents are called. If the student acts inappropriately 

again, the student, parents, and Director or Assistant Director of 

Education meet to work out a solution to the problem.  

 

Dress Code 

We strive to live our lives in accordance with the values of our Jewish 

tradition. The choices we make about our dress reflect the value of 

Tzniut, modesty, the idea of Kavod, respect, and the concept that each 



human being has been made B’tzelem Elohim, in the image of God. May 

we live these values when we are in our building and when we go out 

into the community as representatives of Temple Beth Am. 

 

Whether we are here as a staff member, a Madrich/a, a student, or a 

participant in an offsite Temple Beth Am function, we are expected to 

dress according to these professional guidelines: 

 Undergarments and midriffs must be fully covered during all 

activities. 

 Clothing may not display obscene, vulgar, or lewd messages, or 

mention alcohol, cigarettes, or drugs. 

If someone violates this dress code, he or she will be given a T-shirt 

and/or sweat pants to cover up the clothing. Parents will not be contacted 

unless this becomes a recurring issue. 

 

Visiting the Classroom/Guests 

Parents are welcome to visit classrooms before and after school as often 

as they wish. Arrangements for visiting class while in session need to be 

made with the Director or Assistant Director of Education in advance.  

 

Guests are not encouraged to attend our classes on any regular basis. 

However, if a child wishes to bring a guest, s/he must obtain permission, 

in advance, from the office. 

 

Cell Phones 

Students are welcome to bring cell phones to Religious School. 

However, they must remain in the child’s pocket or backpack unless 

there is an emergency. Students are not allowed to make phone calls, 

text, surf the web, or take or share photos at any time during class 

sessions. Many teachers simply collect all phones at the beginning of 

each session to avoid the temptation. Others will collect a student’s 

phone if the student is unable to put the phone away. In these cases, the 

phone will be returned to the student when the class session is over.   

 



Pick-Up and Drop-Off 

Children must be picked up immediately after classes are dismissed. 

Children in 2
nd

 grade and under must be picked up directly in their 

classroom by a parent, responsible older sibling or an adult designated 

by the parent. This person’s name must be submitted in writing to the 

temple office. If an emergency prevents prompt pick-up, please call the 

temple office to let us know. Young children who are still waiting to be 

picked up from the classroom are brought to the office to wait under the 

supervision of the office staff.  

 

If a student needs to be picked up prior to dismissal, the parent must 

come to the Temple office first and sign the child out. Then the parent is 

given a slip that gives the teacher permission to release the child. 

 

Parking 

When parents arrive to drop off or pick up their children, they should 

drive around the traffic circle and enter the parking lot through the third 

parking bay (the bay farthest from U Prep). A sign directs them to stay 

to the right and pull forward along the sidewalk to drop off or pick up 

their children, or to stay to the left to park in the second or first parking 

bays. Parking is also allowed during Religious School hours in the back 

parking lot between the K’hilah Center and the Pea Patch. 

 

Emergencies 

Temple Beth Am has a full emergency plan that is provided to the 

teachers at their orientation. Temple Beth Am also employs armed 

professional security guards who patrol the campus during Religious 

School hours. If there is a school-wide emergency during school hours, 

parents will receive notification via phone, email, and text through the 

Blackboard Connect system. 

 

Snow Policy 

In case of bad weather, parents will be notified about school closures 

parents via phone, email, and text through the Blackboard Connect 



system. For Tuesday evening classes, if Seattle Public Schools are 

closed on Tuesday, Temple Beth Am classes are also cancelled.  

 

Drug Policy 

Students are not permitted to use tobacco products, alcohol, or other 

drugs at any Temple Beth Am class, program, or event, on or off Temple 

premises. Parents are notified immediately in the event of such use. 

Students requiring medication during school hours must give it to the 

teacher or school office, along with written information about its name, 

administration time, and dosage. Emergency medication, such as that for 

diabetes or allergic reactions, is kept in the student’s classroom or in the 

temple office as instructed by the parent. 

 

Health 

Students are encouraged to stay home from Religious School if they 

have pink eye, lice or nits, a fever of 101°F or higher within the past 24 

hours, vomiting within the past 24 hours, or diarrhea within the past 24 

hours. 

 

If a child is going to be absent due to illness, a parent should let the 

School know by contacting Kaitlyn Angrove at 206-525-0915 x200 or 

adminsupport@templebetham.org.  

 

If a student becomes ill during class, Kaitlyn calls the student's home 

and notifies his or her parents. 

 

Allergies 

Parents whose children have serious anaphylactic allergies must fill out 

an Allergy Action Plan Form so that the school knows how to treat the 

child in case of an allergic reaction. The Form also indicates where the 

Benadryl, Epinephrine, or Epi-pen is stored during school hours (for 

example, in the classroom, in the temple office, or on the student’s 

person). If parents need a form, contact Kaitlyn Angrove at 206-525-

0915 x200 or adminsupport@templebetham.org.  

 



Policy Statement on Vaccine Status 
 

Temple Beth Am Religious School and Youth Programs 

2015 Policy Statement on Vaccine Status 

 

Kol Yisrael arevim zeh bazeh. 

 ָּכל ִיְׂשָרֵאל ֲעֵרִבים ֶזה ָּבֶזה
 

Introduction: 

The Talmud tells us that “all Israel are responsible for one another” 

(Shavuot 39a). At Temple Beth Am, we believe that every member of 

our community has a responsibility not only for him or herself but for 

other members and the good of the community as a whole. This is true 

for many aspects of individual and community life, including our ability 

to keep members of the community healthy to the best of our ability. 

 

Each year, the American Academy of Pediatrics publishes a 

“Recommended Childhood and Adolescent Immunization Schedule.” 

Practicing pediatricians across North America consider this the standard 

of care and, indeed, the context in which they practice. In addition, the 

Centers for Disease Control (CDC) has established vaccine standards for 

adults. Given the overriding Jewish value that puts a premium on 

maintaining health, including taking preventive measures, along with the 

clear public health based need to protect the Temple Beth Am 

community as a whole, we expect that all children and staff be 

immunized in the manner below. 

 

The vaccination of all members is essential in order to maintain a safe 

environment and decrease the risk of transmission of preventable 

illnesses, particularly to those who are unable to vaccinate due to age or 

medical contraindications. For Temple Beth Am and our parent 

organization, the Union for Reform Judaism (URJ), this is not an issue 

of individual rights and choice, but an issue of public health and policy. 

These guidelines are consistent with our community values and those of 



the URJ, as we strive to provide a safe, accessible place for all members 

of our community to participate, learn, and grow in their Jewish life.  

 

Policy Statement: 

We expect that all those who participate in Religious School or 

youth programs at Temple Beth Am (including staff) have age-

appropriate vaccines recommended by the American Academy of 

Pediatrics (AAP) and the Centers for Disease Control (CDC).  To 

discuss this Immunization Policy further, please make an 

appointment with the Director of Education.  

 

Policy Exceptions: 

We recognize that individuals who have had a documented allergy or 

severe adverse reaction to a particular vaccine will not be able to receive 

further doses of that individual vaccine. In addition, individuals with 

medical conditions such as congenital immunodeficiency or HIV, 

persons receiving chemotherapy, transplant patients, and persons 

receiving immunosuppressive drugs and chronic steroids, will not be 

able to receive certain vaccines. In these instances, we understand that 

the person may not be fully immunized. We do expect, however, that 

they will be up to date on all vaccinations that they are able to have.  

 

If your child is not fully vaccinated for any reason, we reserve the 

right to ask you to keep your child out of school in the event of the 

outbreak of a vaccine-preventable disease. This way we can best 

reduce possible exposure for your child and the community as a 

whole. 
 

(adapted from 2015 Policy Statement on Vaccine Status of Campers, 

Staff, Faculty, and their families attending URJ Camps and Israel 

programs) 


