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My name is Ava Olson and I am a 16 year old resident of Magnolia. Through experiences 
with my synagogue and meeting Israelis I care about, I have taken a personal interest in the 
Israeli/Palestinian conflict and am here today to ask for your help. An Israeli counselor at my 
summer camp in Arlington was sharing what life was like in Israel and her involvement in the 
military. When asked directly, she shared that her views about Israel’s politics differed 
dramatically from the Netanyahu government. She was proud to be Israeli and to be a part of 
its Defense Forces but rejected the fundamentalist religious control over national and 
international matters. It was a shock to learn that many Israelis share my hope for a peaceful 
solution to the ongoing tensions in Israel. 
 

My interest in this topic started through my personal connection with Shachar and has 
developed as a Reform Jew participating in my Temple community. An important teaching of 
Judaism is presented by Rabbi Shimon Ben Gamliel in a 2nd Century text: “the world is 
sustained by three things, by tzedek – justice, by emet – truth and by shalom – peace”. This 
particular principle is one that I feel rings true for any action I take in life. If I am not working 
towards justice than what am I working for? If I am not speaking the truth than what do I 
speak? If I do not believe in peace than what do I believe in? The Reform Movement supports 
active steps toward a two state solution to the conflict, and hopes the principles such as the 
ones presented by this text might encourage Israelis, Palestinians, and the United States to 
recommit to the work of peace. 
 

Among the Jewish values our traditions teach that we have an obligation to “Bakeish 
Shalom v’Radfeihu – Seek peace and pursue it” (Psalms 34:14). In moving towards a two state 
solution the United States has an important role to play in facilitating peace negotiations and 
ensuring that the process has a successful result. Through increasing foreign aid for both Israel 
and the Palestinians both sides would benefit: Israeli would be assured military and existential 
security while the Palestinians would experience the security of a better quality of life. By 
continuing to appropriate funds for the ten-year military assistance package to Israel, including 
3.3 billion in foreign military finance and 500 million for cooperative programs for missile 
defense, the United States government allows Israel to protect themselves from hostile 
neighbors. The financial aid being provided to Palestinians would allow for the existence of 
“people to people” programs to build a community, dialogue, reconciliation and ultimately 
support coexistence between Israelis and Palestinians while providing Palestinians with access 
to basic needs like food, water and health care. The growth of the Palestinian economy would 
also come from US Aid helping them feel more secure enough to pursue peace with Israel.  
 

I know the Senator/Representative understands the important strategic relationship 
between the United States and Israel, a relationship that will only grow stronger as a lasting 
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peace is achieved.  This is why I am asking you to continue to vote for foreign aid to Israel and 
co-sponsor the Palestinian Partnership Fund Act, formerly HR.7060 or S.3549 when it is 
reintroduced in this Congress. Foreign aid packages for both Israelis and Palestinians will allow 
them the internal security to pursue a durable two state solution and I am grateful for her help 
and support. 


