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Gun Violence Prevention 
 

Hello, I am Rose Palmieri. I’m Sarah Rifkin. 
 

And we are from Temple Beth Am in Seattle, Washington on behalf of the Religious 
Action Center of Reform Judaism. We are advocating for the approval of the  

SENATE [Background Check Expansion Act, Senate Bill 42] 
HOUSE [Bipartisan Background Checks Act, House of Representatives Bill 8] 

because we both feel strongly about gun violence and want to make a difference by sharing 
some of our experiences and thoughts related to this issue. 
 
 In October of 2018, 11 people were shot and killed at the Tree of Life synagogue in 
Pittsburgh. After many other mass shootings in 2018, this one struck me because I wasn’t 
surprised. After hearing of massacres in high schools and other home shootings across many 
years, it left me and my community threatened. It could have just as easily been Temple Beth 
Am in Seattle, where people in my circles would be affected. Jewish tradition emphasizes the 
sanctity and the value of human life so it scares me that life could be taken so easily and so 
often. 
 

Every day in the United States, an average of eight people under the age of 20 are killed 
by guns. According to the Washington Post’s database of school shootings, more than 215,000 
students have experienced gun violence at schools since Columbine in 1999. For this reason, 
among others, lockdown drills are conducted regularly in almost every school across the nation. 
It so happened that one of these drills occurred in the middle of my drama class one morning 
last year. As the class is located in my school’s theater, the dressing room was deemed the 
safest place for us to hide in case of an emergency. My drama teacher ushered us into the 
room, but, rather than following us in, he explained that the room’s doors did not lock from the 
inside, so he would need remain outside to secure the room. In the event of a shooter entering 
the building, he would be put in the position of possibly sacrificing his life for ours. This 
experience and my fear of the real event amplified my belief that the current legislation on gun 
availability needs to be updated.  
 

I’m sure you know about Snapchat, and Snapchat stories, which allow users to post 
images and experiences for all of their friends and followers. A few months ago, my friend had a 
video on his story where he and his friends were playing with a gun. I mean literally playing; 
they were holding it, aiming it, and one of them even had it tucked into his belt as if it were a 
toy. Immediately, I texted him to ask if the gun was real. When he responded that it was, I 
pushed further, asking what they were doing, why a 16-year old boy had a gun in the first place, 
and how they could possibly think that was okay. All he said was ‘don’t worry, the gun was 
blank’. We ended up having a long conversation about it, about our opposing views and beliefs, 
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in which we both realized that neither would be able to change the other’s mind. Even though 
we reached no conclusion, our conversation made me realize my passion for gun violence 
prevention and my ability to speak up for what I believe in. 
 

Judaism teaches us, “do not stand idly by while your neighbor’s blood is shed.” This 
lesson seems to directly contradict my experience during the drill. If a real lockdown were to 
happen, I would literally be sitting aside while my teacher’s life was in danger. The best way I 
can see to ensure this situation never arises and therefore keep in line with my essential Jewish 
values is by increasing gun violence prevention laws, specifically those that limit sales of 
firearms with a detailed background check. 
 
  “Do not stand idly by while your neighbor’s blood is shed.” After 12 years of Jewish 
education, the values have been ingrained into my subconscious, pushing me to take action. 
When I saw my friend’s Snapchat story, I immediately spoke up for what I thought was wrong. I 
did not sit idly by, and I will continue to stand up for my values, including advocating for an 
increase in gun violence prevention. It is up to me, my peers and our generation to initiate the 
reform we wish to see. I am scared for my future and something needs to change.  
 

(For the Senator): We thank the Senator for co-sponsoring the Background Check 
Expansion Act, Senate Bill 42 and for demonstrating her commitment to preventing gun 
violence. We urge her to continue her support in this controversial issue and vote yes if it 
comes to the floor of the Senate. Thank you. 
  

(For the Representative): We thank the Representative for co-sponsoring the Bipartisan 
Background Checks Act, House of Representatives Bill 8, demonstrating her commitment to 
preventing gun violence. We urge her to continue her support in this controversial issue and 
vote yes when it comes to the floor of the House of Representatives. Thank you. 


