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Hi, I’m Sydney Young, and I’m Jeremy Levy, and we are here on behalf of the 

Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism, representing our interpretation of the Jewish 

take on climate change. We are both members of Temple Beth Am in Seattle, a temple 

devoted to helping solve world issues. 

Gases such as Carbon Dioxide (CO2), and Methane (CH4) play an important role in 

the earth’s atmosphere, forming a thick barrier that has a similar effect as a greenhouse, 

trapping heat inside of it. While this system is essential for providing the heat required to 

sustain life on the planet, unnatural amounts of greenhouse gases present in the 

atmosphere can have harmful effects on the earth and its inhabitants. Since the Industrial 

Revolution, we have seen over a 30% increase in CO2 levels as well as the highest 

concentration of atmospheric CO2 levels in the past 800,000 years. These startlingly off 

balance atmospheric levels have led to an increased number of natural disasters 

worldwide, including droughts, floods and forest fires. Increasing global temperatures have 

directly resulted in the rising of sea levels worldwide, which have the potential to cause 

floods that would displace tens of millions of people in low lying areas. Changing rainfall 

patterns have been and will continue to decrease crop yields of farmers in the Middle East, 

further worsening the issue of world hunger. 

While the United States has a distinct advantage over developing nations in our 

ability to counteract the effects of climate change, we are not immune to its destructive 

power. We have seen an abnormal number of hurricanes and forest fires this past year, as 
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well as severe flooding in parts of the country. Pollution caused by excess carbon poses a 

major risk to public health, as well as threatening our nation’s water and food supply. 

These issues are not going to magically go away. In order to manage the effects of climate 

change and to ensure that our planet is able to continue to provide the basic things 

required for life, we need to act now. The longer we wait, the worse things will get, and the 

effects will be all the more difficult to reverse. 

We hear about climate change in the news almost every day, albeit under a variety 

of different names. We learn that warm weather can sometimes be attributed to global 

warming, we hear about environmental degradation, we learn about our Oceans becoming 

slightly more acidic. We sift through the information we learn, and non-personal 

information is much more likely to be disregarded. I have always had a profound love for 

the environment that dwells outside of my Seattle bubble. I spent and continue to spend a 

lot of my free time outside of the house participating in activities like sailing, fishing, 

archery, and backpacking. Partaking in those activities is when I’m happiest. I am always 

outside, and I know that we don’t always see these issues. Climate Change is slow moving 

and slow receding, meaning that before long, the damage we have done may be irreparable. 

The environment nourishes us as a society physically, but I would argue the importance of 

it mentally. Recreation, having a place to defuse and reset, away from the rush of the city. I 

want to grow up in a place where I can still utilize the environment for recreation. I don’t 

want to grow up in a society that refuses to acknowledge the importance of clean energy. 

We have already, and will continue to see, a recession of natural land if we continue to 

change the climate around us. Clean energy is a crucial beginning step towards keeping our 

Earth green.            
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In Deuteronomy 20: 19-20, we are taught the value of Bal Tashchit, “Do not destroy.” 

In 2018, we have the means to start using clean energy. Yet, we seem to barely have blazed 

a trail in the right direction. As a species, we continue to disregard the land and 

environment which has given so much to us. We could continue to advance as a species, 

with the use of clean energy, and yet we still get our energy from sources with detrimental 

effects, like fossil fuels. By continuing to live by non-clean energy we are contradicting the 

teachings of that excerpt. In the direction we are headed, future generations may not have 

access to the natural resources which we enjoy today. We are taught that after G-d created 

Adam G-d proclaimed (Ecclesiastes Rabbah 7:13); “See how beautiful and praiseworthy all 

of My works are? Everything I have created has been created for your sake. Think of this, 

and do not corrupt or destroy my world; for if you corrupt it, there will be no one to set it 

right after you.” We have not only a moral obligation, but also an obligation to our Jewish 

values to turn towards clean energy, so that future generations will still have a safe home to 

live in. If we don’t fix this issue, then who will? It is time to make a stand. We have to set a 

platform for future generations to build on. This we are tasked with. We have this beautiful 

world, this gift, in our hands. It is fragile, and the decisions that our generation makes, will 

either reinvigorate, or destroy this lush land. We care about the earth as humans, and as 

Jews, we feel responsible for promoting clean energy. 

In order to combat climate change effectively, we need to come at it head on. The 

100 by ’50 Act (H.R.3314 and S.987) is a comprehensive energy bill that would do just that. 

This bill would mandate that the United States transition to 100% renewable energy by 

2050. Also included in this bill is a just transition title, which would ensure that individuals 
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and communities that currently rely on fossil fuel jobs are not negatively impacted 

economically by the transition to renewables. While this bill is certainly ambitious, it is the 

kind of firepower we need in order to ensure the long-term security of our planet. We urge 

you to consider co-sponsoring this legislation, as it will help us fight and prevent the 

negative effects of climate change in the future and for many years to come.  


