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Yo u r  T o u r  E d u c a t o r
Every journey we offer is accompanied by a Tour Educator (TE) who 

brings your itinerary to life. Some of our TE’s have decades of firsthand 

experience leading people to particular places.

Your TE will provide you with an authentic understanding of the 

locations you will visit, will introduce you to the locals, and will share 

his/her enthusiasm and passion for the local culture. The result is a 

journey that transforms your understanding of a place, connecting 

you to the people and places you encounter in a way that is palpable 

and unforgettable. 

Our TE's are like no other: intelligent, knowledgeable, engaging and 

fun. They will become an indispensable part of your experience and 

some might just become lifetime friends.



FEbRuARy 15-26, 2020

FrOM $2,949 LAnd OnLy (early bird discount price)
FrOM $3,049 LAnd OnLy (from April 18th)

HIgHLIgHTS
A journey of inspiration and education��

Experience Israel from ancient history to high-tech innovation��

Go beyond the headlines: explore the challenges, triumphs and diversity of Israel��

Feel the energy of Tel Aviv & the holiness of Jerusalem, see the beauty of the North��

From floating in the Dead Sea to jeep tours on the Golan Heights: authentic Israel��

Camels, urban adventures, Tikkun Olam, a cooking workshop: great family activities��

Celebrate Shabbat with an Israeli congregation��

Israel in style: outstanding tour educators & speakers, superb service��

OUr TrIP





DAY ONE  SATUrdAy, FEBrUAry 15, 2020
ON THE WAY TO ISRAEL

Depart the US.��

Overnight: Flight

DAY TWO  SUndAy, FEBrUAry 16, 2020
LET THE GOOD TIMES ROLL

Arrival at Ben Gurion International Airport. Our representative will ��

be on hand to assist with all formalities and ensure your journey 
has the smoothest of starts.
Meet your tour educator who will accompany you on this journey ��

of education and inspiration.
Check into the hotel.��

Israel 101 – Our Thoughts, Our Journey: Opening remarks and ��

orientation of your trip with Rabbi Ruth and your tour educator.
Enjoy a Middle-Eastern-style dinner in Tel Aviv’s Yemenite Quarter ��

at Maganda, serving a varied menu of traditional salads and 
grilled meats.

Overnight: Tel Aviv

DAY THREE  MOndAy, FEBrUAry 17, 2020
ALTNEULAND: DREAMS & REALITIES IN TEL AVIV

Breakfast at an Israeli hotel is an experience in itself. Start the day ��

with a bounteous buffet.
Adults

Da'at Encounters the State of the State of Israel: Talk with Paul ��

Liptz of Tel Aviv University and Hebrew Union College about key 
issues shaping Israeli society today. Find out whether the country 

is stronger than ever or splitting into separate tribes.
Depart the hotel.��

Children (with the tour educator)
Walking activity in the old port of Tel Aviv.��

All
Ascend from the old port through the renovated alleyways of Old ��

Jaffa to the Jaffa Overlook for an introduction to Tel Aviv at the 
place where it all began.
Walk through the famous Jaffa Flea Market – “Shuk Hapishpeshim.”��

Combining Street Art, Language & Graffiti: Join a local artist and ��

resident of the Florentin neighborhood, to explore the urban 
culture of the city.
Stroll down the Nachalat Binyamin pedestrian mall, with its bi-��

weekly craft fair and eateries. Alongside is the colorful Carmel 
open-air market; lunch (on own account).
From Hebrew City to Hebrew State: Stroll along the newly-��

opened Independence Trail in Tel Aviv and embark on a 
remarkable journey that begins with the founding of Tel Aviv in 
1909 and ends with the establishment of Israel in 1948.
Return to the hotel.��

Free Evening and dinner (on own account). This is an opportunity ��

to:
Discover Rothschild Boulevard, with its many cafés and bars.��

Explore Tel Aviv Port or the colorful Neve Zedek��

Saunter down the Tel Aviv Beach Promenade.��

Enjoy the smells, flavors, and tastes of the renovated Templers ��

town of Sarona, which boasts a range of cuisine – from street 
food to fine dining by world-renowned chefs.

Overnight: Tel Aviv



DAY FOUR  TUESdAy, FEBrUAry 18, 2020
A MOSAIC OF THE GALILEE

Breakfast at the hotel, followed by check-out.��

Visit the pioneer museum at Yifat and gain insight into life in the ��

historic Kibbutz.
Proceed to Nahalal in the Jezreel Valley for an in-depth look at ��

communal living then and now in Israel’s first moshav, farming 
village, and the cemetery where Moshe Dayan, Ilan Ramon 
(Israel’s first astronaut) and his pilot son, Asaf Ramon, are buried.
A Time to Glean: Pick your way to a better world as we join the ��

volunteer organization Leket Israel for a hands-on Tikkun Olam 
opportunity. We'll harvest fruit and vegetables that will be 
donated to the needy.
Drive to Akko(Acre), a UNESCO Heritage Site, with lunch (on ��

own account), en route. Enjoy a fresh look at one of the oldest 
towns in the world. Once a stronghold of the Christian crusaders 
in the Holy Land, Akko was also an important center of Muslim 
Ottoman rule and today is an example of the multi-culturalism of 
northern Israel. Highlights include:

The restored Crusaders' Fortress and look into the lives of the ��

Templar knights, the Christian warriors based here from the 
twelfth century.
The colorful Akko Shuk (market).��

Check into the Kibbutz hotel.��

Dinner at the hotel.��

Overnight: Kibbutz Hotel, Sea of Galilee

DAY FIVE  WEdnESdAy, FEBrUAry 19, 2020
SPIRITUALITY IN TSFAT AND SECURITY ON THE 
GOLAN

Breakfast at the hotel.��

Drive to Tsfat, a center of Jewish mysticism for hundreds of years ��

and a contemporary artists’ colony:
Explore the Ari, Caro or Abuhav Synagogues, each with its great ��

stories and mystical messages.
Walk through the quaint Artists’ Colony, its galleries and craft ��

shops; meet with local artisans inspired by the messages of 
Kabbalah.
Tour the Tsfat Candle Factory.��

Lunch (on own account) en route.��

Take a jeep tour off-road on the Golan Heights. Enjoy the ��

beautiful natural scenery and learn about the strategic 
complexity of the Golan.
Stop by Tel Faher, an abandoned Syrian outpost that once ��

threatened the northern towns of Israel. The view offers an 
invaluable insight into the challenges of the Six Day War and its 
rapid and unexpected conclusion.

Option 1
Wine Tasting at a local winery.��

Option 2
Enjoy the culinary delight of a chocolate workshop at the De ��

Karina Chocolate Factory on Kibbutz Ein Zivan.
All

Da’at Encounters You Be the Chef: We’ll be welcomed into the ��

home of an Israeli Arab family to hear about their lives and for a 
GalilEat cooking workshop. Galilee cuisine is famous for its fish 



and olive dishes and for delicious desserts, including knafeh and 
baklawa. Our host family will be our expert mentors as we whip 
up and eat a classic Galilee dinner.

Overnight: Kibbutz Hotel, Sea of Galilee

DAY SIx  THUrSdAy, FEBrUAry 20, 2020
THROUGH THE JORDAN VALLEY

Breakfast at the hotel, followed by check-out.��

Kinneret Cemetery: The area around the Kinneret was a ��

stronghold for early Zionist experiments in communal living 
and collective agriculture. We’ll visit the graves of some of the 
iconic figures in pioneering Zionist culture buried at the Kinneret 
Cemetery including Rachel the Poetess, the Zionist Marxist 
philosopher Ber Borochov, and Naomi Shemer, the “first lady of 
Israeli song,” and discuss communal life in Israel then and now.
Visit the Beit She’an National Park, one of Israel’s largest ��

archaeological sites, with its Biblical period archaeological mound 
and excavated Roman-Byzantine city.
Lunch (on own account), en route.��

Drive along the Jordan Valley.��

Welcome to Jerusalem: Upon entering the vibrant and colorful ��

ancient city of Jerusalem, experience the convergence of the old 
and the new and stop at the Haas Promenade for an overlook of 
the city and to recite the traditional “shehechiyanu” blessing.
Check into the��

Free time in the Mamilla pedestrian arcade, a contemporary ��

shopping area with a touch of the past, located outside the Jaffa 
Gate of the Old City; dinner (on own account).

Lights! Action! Jerusalem! View The Night Spectacular at the Tower ��

of David Museum. The walls of the Citadel serve as the stage for 
this cinematic celebration of sight and sound depicting the story 
of Jerusalem.

Overnight: Jerusalem

DAY SEVEN  FrIdAy, FEBrUAry 21, 2020
HISTORY AND SPIRITUALITY IN JERUSALEM

Breakfast at the hotel.��

Explore the excavations at the City of David, the very core of ��

ancient Jerusalem. View the Gihon Spring and optionally wade 
through the 2,700-year-old water tunnel of King Hezekiah.
Today’s tour will take you to the heart of Jewish life, history, and ��

holiness: Jerusalem's Old City and the Jewish Quarter. Among the 
highlights will be:

The Cardo, the heart of Roman-controlled Jerusalem and its ��

Byzantine-era columns.
King Hezekiah's “Broad Wall,” a massive wall built to protect ��

Jerusalem from invasion 2,700 year ago.
Hurva Square, the center of modern-day life in the Jewish ��

Quarter.
Lunch (on own account) in the Old City.��

Head to the Western Wall Tunnel, the underground continuation ��

of the Kotel, and examine important archaeological discoveries 
that are revising our understanding of daily life in Jerusalem after 
the Roman conquest.
Kabbalat Shabbat services at Kehilat Mevasseret in Mevasseret ��

Zion, led by Rabbi Alona Nir-Keren, followed by home or 



communal Shabbat dinner with local congregants.
Return to the hotel in Jerusalem.��

Overnight: Jerusalem

DAY EIGHT  SATUrdAy, FEBrUAry 22, 2020
SHABBAT IN JERUSALEM | No Bus

Breakfast at the hotel.��

Depart for a walking tour in the Old City including:��

The rooftops, where you’ll have a bird's eye view of the ��

remarkably diverse yet closely bound communities of the Old City.
The Ramparts which offer a view of sites holy to Jews, Muslims, ��

and Christians.
A view of the Temple Mount and the Church of the Holy ��

Sepulchre.
Lunch (on own account), en route.��

Walk through Jerusalem’s famous Shuk (Old City Market).��

Return to the hotel.��

Ben Kodesh Lechol: Havdallah overlooking the Old City.��

Stroll along the Ben-Yehuda Street and Nachalat Shiva pedestrian ��

malls, joining the many Israelis out on the town; dinner on own 
account.

Overnight: Jerusalem

DAY NINE  SUndAy, FEBrUAry 23, 2020
MEMORY & RENEWAL

Breakfast at the hotel.��

Adults
Visit Yad Vashem, the Jewish National Memorial to the six million ��

Jewish victims of the Holocaust:
The Avenue of the Righteous��

The Historical Museum��

The Children’s Memorial��

Children under the age of 10 (with a youth counselor)
Explore the Biblical Zoo, a beautifully landscaped habitat with a ��

special focus on preserving biblical fauna, geared to children of all 
ages (2-80).

All
Experience the hustle and bustle of Jerusalem’s Machaneh ��

Yehudah open-air market: Enjoy the sights, smells, tastes, and 
sounds of this vibrant area. Lunch (on own account).
Hike to the Sataf Spring outside of Jerusalem, where ancient ��

methods of terrace farming are being revived.
Return to Jerusalem.��

Evening at leisure and dinner (on own account) at the new ��

Old Train Station Plaza, a central neighborhood hub for food, 
entertainment, culture, and enrichment.

Overnight: Jerusalem



“Sabra, the Hebrew 
name for prickly pear 
cactus fruit, fruit of the 
nopale cactus, native to 
Mexico, now endemic 
in the Middle East.”
From Wikipedia





DAY TEN  MOndAy, FEBrUAry 24, 2020
INTO THE DESERT, MASADA & THE DEAD SEA

Breakfast at the hotel.��

Descend to the Dead Sea Basin.��

Ascend by cable car or walk up the Snake Path to Masada, Herod’s ��

mountain palace and the site of the Jewish Zealots’ last stand 
against the Roman Legionnaires. Discuss Masada’s role as a symbol 
of Jewish defense and its current significance in modern Israel.
Lunch (on own account), en route.��

Experience the weightlessness of the Dead Sea as you float in its ��

water.
Take a short hike to Nahal David, the freshwater spring and ��

waterfalls in the Ein Gedi Nature Reserve, where David hid from 
King Saul.
Continue to the Genesis Land encampment in the Judean Desert ��

for a camel ride and biblical hospitality.
Return to Jerusalem.��

Evening at leisure and dinner (on own account).��

Overnight: Jerusalem

DAY ELEVEN  TUESdAy, FEBrUAry 25, 2020
DIGGING FOR THE DAY

Breakfast at the hotel.��

Plant a tree at the Jerusalem Bird Observatory.��

Diggin' for Roots: Take part in an archaeological dig at the Beit ��

Guvrin Caves. Get your hands dirty uncovering pottery from the 
Hellenistic period, 2300 years ago, and then crawl through the 
Maresha Cave Labyrinth (non-crawling options are available) – a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site.

Lunch (on own account) en route.��

Adults
Creating A Joint Future for Palestinians And Israelis: Meet with ��

Rabbi Hanan Schlesinger/ Shaul Judelman and Ali Abu Awwad 
who all live in the Bethlehem/Gush Etzion Area and founded 
the Roots coexistence project. The project draws Israelis and 
Palestinians who, despite living next to each other, are separated 
by walls of fear – not just of each other, but also of the price of 
peace. Without building trust, the suspicions between the two 
communities will suffocate the peace process.

Kids
Ride the longest zip line in Israel at “Eretz Ha’Ayalim” (Deer Land) in ��

the Etzion Bloc.
Return to Jerusalem.��

Festive farewell dinner at a local restaurant.��

Overnight: Jerusalem

DAY TWELVE  WEdnESdAy, FEBrUAry 26, 2020
UNTIL WE MEET AGAIN

Breakfast at the hotel, followed by check-out.��

Transfer to Ben Gurion International Airport and check in for your ��

return flight to the US, arriving the same day.



LEARN MORE
CLICK HERE

R E G I S T E R
CLICK HERE

 “The flowering, not the fruit. The 
way, not the distance covered.”
Meir Shalev

http://arzaworld.com/Templebetham-Family-Trip2020.aspx?r_n_d=903&Theme=ARZA
http://arzaworld.com/Templebetham-Family-Trip2020-register.aspx


 “One’s destination is 
never a place, but a new 
way of seeing things.”
Henry Miller
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* Custom-crafted trips for individuals and groups to the Jewish World are available upon request.

trips to the
jewish world*



TOLL FREE 888-811-2812 | Search on arzaworld.com for more details


