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Temple Beth Am Community from the Past Year

A Year of Learning:
Ma'asei V'reisheet /
Acts of Creation

L

ast summer, I introduced the 5779 learning
theme in these pages in this way: “Ma’asei
V’reisheet / Acts of Creation is our learning
theme for this year. Over the next year, our
congregation will engage in a series of small experiments
with the intention to help us fulfill our mission of deepening members’ relationships to one another and to Judaism by engaging the soul, heart, and mind. In short,

Rabbi Ruth A. Zlotnick
rabbiruth@templebetham.org
206-525-0915 x217

we want to make sure that all aspects of your experience
at Temple Beth Am are relevant and meaningful for you,
adding joy and purpose to your life.”
Indeed, as this year draws to a close, we consider our
learning theme Ma’asei V’reisheet / Acts of Creation and
realize that we have fulfilled what we set out to do in the
last year. Here are just a few of the ways that we engaged
in the acts of creation of our soul, heart, and mind:
Continued on page 16
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Friday Services			

Saturday Services

Kinder Kabbalat Shabbat

Shabbat Morning Service

Friday, June 7 / 6:00 PM

Choir Kabbalat Shabbat

Saturday, June 1 / 10:30 AM / Parsha: Bechukotai
Bar Mitzvah of Benjamin Cahn, son of Joanne and
Mitchell Cahn

Friday, June 7 / 8:00 PM

Shabbat to Honor our Volunteers
and Board Installation Service

Friday, June 14 / 8:00 PM
In June, the passion and dedication that our volunteers
give to our synagogue will be honored at a special
Shabbat service. Also, join us as we recognize and
install our new Board members for 2019-2020.

Experimental Multi-Generational
Family-Friendly Shabbat

Friday, June 21 / 6:15 PM
We will join together to try new things and
experiment in Shabbat prayer that welcomes all
ages. Vegetarian / dairy potluck to follow.

Klezmer Kabbalat Shabbat
and Healing Challahs
Friday, June 28 / 6:15 PM

Shabbat Morning Service

Saturday, June 8 / 10:30 AM / Parsha: Bamidbar
B’nai Mitzvah of Jonah Rausch, son of Tali and
Daniel Rausch; and Talia Willson, daughter of Laurie
Jacobson and Howard Willson

Shabbat Minyan Service

Saturday, June 15/ 10:30 AM / Parsha: Nasso

Tot Shabbat

Saturday, June 22 / 9:15 AM

Shabbat Morning Service

Saturday, June 22 / 10:30 AM / Parsha: Beha’alotcha
B’nai Mitzvah of Madeleine Timm, daughter of Laura
Rattner and Raymond Timm; and Jacob Goldberg, son
of Jeri Goldberg

Shabbat Morning Service

Saturday, June 29 / 10:30 AM / Parsha: Sh’lach
B’not Mitzvah of Giana Busiel, daughter of Steph
Turner-Busiel and Chris Busiel; and Rachel Wechsler,
daughter of Denise and Laurence Wechsler
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S H A B B AT S E R V I C E S

Friday Services			

–

J U LY

Saturday Services

All July Friday Shabbat services will start at 6:15 PM
Kinder Kabbalat Shabbat
has been cancelled for July

Tot Shabbat has been cancelled for July

Summer Kabbalat Shabbat

Saturday, July 6 / 10:30 AM / Parsha: Korach

Friday, July 5 / 6:15 PM

Summer Kabbalat Shabbat
Friday, July 12 / 6:15 PM

Summer Kabbalat Shabbat
Friday, July 19 / 6:15 PM

Annual Kabbalat Shabbat Celebrating
Yiddish and Healing Challahs

Shabbat Minyan Service
Shabbat Minyan Service

Saturday, July 13 / 10:30 AM / Parsha: Chukat

Shabbat Minyan Service

Saturday, July 20 / 10:30 AM / Parsha: Balak

Shabbat Minyan Service

Saturday, July 27 / 10:30 AM / Parsha: Pinchas

Friday, July 26 / 6:15 PM
Our annual celebration of all things Yiddish will
feature Yiddish poetry, songs, and prayers. All Yiddish
material will be translated. The evening will include
traditional Hebrew liturgy and English readings.
Instrumental accompaniment from Wendy Marcus
and Shawn Weaver with special guest Lynda Gilman.

Erev Shavuot and
Covenant Renewal Service

Saturday, June 8 / 7:00 PM
This beautiful service is led by our 10th Grade Covenant
Renewal class as they share their perspective on what
it means to engage with Torah through a service that
includes creative reading and music. This service is held
during Shavuot because on this day we see the students
reaching a point in their lives where they can stand at
Mt. Sinai and receive Torah anew. Members often find
this to be one of the most inspiring services of the year.
We invite everyone in the community to join with us to
celebrate Erev Shavuot!

We offer alcohol-free services at all
B’nai Mitzvah and Acoustic Shabbat
onegs. All Minyan Services are
followed by a dairy potluck.

Shavuot Festival Morning
Service with Yizkor

Sunday, June 9 / 10:30 AM
Our joyous festival morning service
includes the Ten Commandments,
Hallel prayers, Yizkor, and more.
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AC T I N G E X E C U T I V E D I R E C TO R
Davida Sims
Acting Executive Director/
Director of Development
davida@templebetham.org

A

Culture of
Philanthropy

206-525-0915 x213

s the acting executive director and director of development at Temple Beth Am, it is important for me to
seek balance between deepening our relationships with Temple Beth Am and each other with the reality
that needing money is a fact of congregational life. With my background in institutional advancement,
I hope we can learn together that the bridge between these interests can be built by creating a "culture
of philanthropy."
When done well, philanthropy is a relationship-based, mutually rewarding experience that feels meaningful and
appreciative. Philanthropy is relational and aims to provide everyone with a way of expressing their personal
values through charitable giving. This is opposed to fundraising, which is transactional and focuses on asking for
money because an entity needs it. So, what then is a "culture of philanthropy?"
At their core, philanthropy and a culture of philanthropy are about the people who are giving, not about the institutions using the funds. This is a major shift, and it parallels the contemporary shift taking place across the synagogue spectrum from programming to engagement. Philanthropy, which derives from the Greek philo (loving)
and anthropo (humankind), places the individual who gives or may give – and not the institution – at the focal
point. Within synagogue life, in particular, philanthropy is a means to engage in intimate relationships by providing individuals with a way to express their values and Jewish identity through fulfilling their charitable aspirations.
So, as we stop for a moment to look at our administrative structure and systems going forward, I feel grateful to
have the ability to look at the role of the executive director through the lens of a culture of philanthropy. I hope to
help ensure that our financial and administrative systems put you, not money, at the center of everything that we
do.
*Many thanks to Rabbi Lou Feldstein’s Creating a Culture of Philanthropy: A URJ Resource for providing the basis
for much of this article.

The Temple Beth Am Gala &
Auction is moving to January.
Save-the-Date for Saturday
evening, January 25, 2020!
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In Appreciation of Barbara Green
Temple Beth Am is grateful for the positive
contributions former Executive Director
Barbara Green made to our organization
over the last 2.5 years, both in her roles as
interim executive director and as our regular
executive director. In appreciation of her
efforts, the Board of Directors has made a
contribution in her honor to Legal Voice,
a Northwest nonprofit pursuing justice for
women and LGBTQ people, where Barbara
serves on the board.
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RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
Our Amazing Religious School Community

Thanks to everyone who
made this year so spectacular!

By Rabbi Janine Schloss and Rabbi Allison Flash

W

e are writing to you together with a
mixture of emotions. We have been
incredibly blessed to serve for 14 years
(Rabbi Schloss) and 12 years (Rabbi
Flash) as your rabbi educators. We are so appreciative of the opportunities to teach and learn from
so many of you – parents, teachers, and students.
We have had the incredible privilege of working
with wonderful members of our professional staff
and the temple’s leadership, including the Board of
Directors, Religious School Board, and BAPA Executive Committee. Each of you has helped us grow
personally and professionally, and we thank you for
the impact you have made on our lives.
We have worked so hard to create a school program
that helps students learn about all of the different
facets of being Jewish, so they can explore their
own identities. We’ve encouraged students to think
critically about what they are taught and to understand what it means to be a Reform Jew in today’s
world. We’ve done this while creating an environment where teachers are nurtured and nurturing
and where teens – 125 of them! – are role models
for younger students. We are proud that our Madrichim program is the largest in the United States
and Canada, and we are inspired by our Inclusion
Program, making sure that every Jewish child can
get a Jewish education. We’ve done this by trying
to be as transparent as possible, maintaining the
highest level of integrity. We’ve also done this by
constantly re-evaluating, changing, innovating, and
adapting our programs to make them the best that
they can be.
We are confident that the systems that we have created for the school will long endure after our departure. It’s the school that is strong – not any one
person. Since our families will still be members of
Temple Beth Am, we look forward to watching the
school go from strength to strength under the leadership of the new directors.
Being a part of Temple Beth Am has been a true
blessing. We thank you all!

•

Our 125 teens who work as Madrichim,
enhancing every aspect of our program for our
Pre-K through 6th graders. They help us provide
individualized attention to our students; give
support to our children with special needs; and
fill our halls with music, art, and literature.

•

Our 50 teachers and specialists who put their
heart and soul into their work, sharing their
love of Judaism with their students and serving
as powerful role models for the next generation.

•

Jeannette Cohen, our child support
coordinator, who is retiring this year. Many
thanks for building our Inclusion Program over
the last 14 years!

•

Zach Goldberg, our 7th grade coordinator

•

Paula Bilstein, our 8th grade coordinator and
Madrichim-in-training coordinator

•

Kate Gebler, our 9th grade coordinator

•

Rabbi Ruth A. Zlotnick, Rabbi Jason R.
Levine, and Cantor Victor Geigner for their
tremendous vision and endless support.

•

David Lizzo, our Director of Youth
Engagement

•

Aliza Pilisuk, our Administrative Assistant for
Education and Membership

•

The Religious School Board, led with grace
and humor by Mark Miller, and members:
Daniel Bernstein, Dan Cory, Margy Crosby,
Jackie Kleinstein, Sam Rosen, Josh Samson,
Rachel Scherr, Amy Singam, Phil Welt, and
Yana Zhaglina. We look forward to welcoming
new members to our Board for the coming year
as well.

•

The BAPA Executive Committee – especially
our co-chairs, Sam Rosen and Rachel Scherr –
for all of their work to help our families get to
know each other and build community. Sam
will be stepping off this year, and we welcome
Theresa Glatstein to her role as co-chair for the
coming year!
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B E T H A M T E M P L E Y O U T H ( B AT Y )

David Lizzo
Director of Youth Engagement
david@templebetham.org

I

Looking Back while
Moving Forward

206-525-0915 x209

am very happy to say that we are arriving at
the end of yet another inspiring, dynamic, and
action-packed year in the world of Temple Beth
Am Youth!

graders and aligning itself with the Religious School and
the larger Temple Beth Am community.
We are planning on achieving these goals by shifting
the way that we engage our community and by partnerThis year, we’ve revisited a few classic events and bold- ing on more things similar to the current collaboration
ly, bravely tried new ones at every age level. Over the with the Madrichim Leadership Team around the Punext few paragraphs, I’d like to mention a few highlights rim Carnival. There are a lot of changes coming to the
Temple Beth Am community and BATY is excited and
from each group.
ready to help lead the way.
Club 45 (4th – 5th grade) held its second tree planting
So, how will BATY look different next year? For starters,
outing along the Burke-Gilman trail. Twenty youth
we’re shifting our focus from five big events per year to a
planted every bush and tree provided by the Seattle
schedule that allows and promotes more consistent, inGreen City Partnership. The change was dramatic as we
formal community-building opportunities that are also
saw how we could greatly improve our environment in
interest-based. For example, this past year we brought
a matter of hours.
the Lounge Night model to BATY and saw a huge injBATY (6th – 8th grade) took a trip to Puzzle Break, crease in participation. We are planning on increasing
an escape room in Capitol Hill. These brave 6th – 8th the frequency of these laid back, get-togethers to once
graders used creativity, ingenuity, and teamwork during a month. We will also be holding “All BATY” hangthis afternoon outing to kick off the 2018-2019 year. We outs after Religious School on selected Sundays. These
also continued our 8th Grade Lounge Nights, meetings will be informal times for all of BATY to get together,
that gave our 8th graders an intentional, focused yet hang-out with some delicious snacks, and hear a little
informal space at Temple Beth Am. It also allowed for an bit about what will be coming up. We are also planning
organic forum to build on the relationships and sense of on increasing the scale and scope of our pop-ups. In adcommunity they started forming as new Madrichim in dition to our Social Action Pop-Ups (such as making
the Religious School. These Lounge Nights were hugely meals for people experiencing homelessness, planting
successful and will continue when we return in the fall. flowers on the Temple Beth Am grounds, etc.), we’ll be
BATY (9th – 12th grade) continued to grow in new adding Membership Pop-Ups, Religious and Cultural
directions as we started conversations about innovation Pop-Ups, and any other type of pop-up our BATYites
and moving in a path that will build on our past as we are interested in having.
look to our future. We still had our main events this
Change can sometimes be scary. However, with the
year, including an amazing evening of tie-dye, bowling,
right planning, leadership, vision, and direction, change
and skating as well as an exploration of Israel from the
can be exciting, invigorating, and open up whole new
comforts of our very own K’hilah Lounge with BATY’s
worlds. I can’t wait to start the next year with all of you
Retro Night and Night in Israel. We also took a critical
and build an exciting new world together! If you have
look at the way that we operate and started asking the
any questions or concerns, please email me at david@
question “Why do we do the things we do, and could we
templebetham.org.
be doing these things better?”
Moving forward, BATY is focusing on a few areas,
including increasing engagement among our 9th – 12th
6
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ENGAGEMENT
"I Will Life Up Mine Eyes: Finding the Light"
Sunday, June 2, 4:00 PM
Temple Beth Am
The Seattle Jewish Chorale's spring concert. Tickets at
https://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/4231811.

Young Families at
Beth Am / SEED
Shavuot Celebration

Saturday, June 8,
3:00 – 4:30 PM
Magnuson Beach: Kite Hill
Temple Beth Am and SEED
families with young children
can enjoy a fun afternoon
of kite-flying and bubbles
to celebrate Shavuot. This
is the holiday where we are
thankful for the giving of
the Ten Commandments and eat ice cream! Bring your
own kite; ice cream will be provided. RSVP to Beth Am
Director of Community Engagement Alexis Kort at
alexis@templebetham.org.

Wednesday, June 5, 6:30 – 8:00 PM
Beth Am Courtyard / Social Hall
Join us for an evening of learning about the mikvah and
celebrate Rosh Chodesh (the new moon) with amazing
Jewish educator Debbie Massarano as we connect with
other women at Beth Am and honor female friendships.
We will also celebrate the start of summer with a casual
happy hour potluck featuring a variety of wine, non-alcoholic drinks, hors d'oeuvres, sweets, and schmoozing.
Non-alcoholic beverages and wine will be provided.

Shabbat to Honor Our Volunteers and Board
Installation Service

Friday, June 14, 8:00 PM
Temple Beth Am
In June, the passion and dedication that our volunteers
give to our synagogue will be honored at a special Shabbat service. Also, join us as we recognize and install our
new Board members for 2019-2020.

Men’s Group at Beth Am Meeting

Thursday, June 20, 7:00 – 8:30 PM
Beth Am Library
Interested in being part of a new venture at Temple Beth
If your last name starts with O-Z, bring something Am? There are many ways to connect more deeply with
Judaism and one another at the temple. For nearly a desweet!
cade, our Sisters of Beth Am group has created a space
Please also bring ONE book to swap for a good summer
for Jewish learning and women to connect. In the spirit
read, and we will tell you all about our Sisters Summer
of cohort groups and experimentation, we are launching
Reads Book Group!
a Men’s Group at Beth Am. Join with member Joel FinPlease bring some dollars and change for the Sisters geroot and others to talk about what our Men’s Group
Tzedakah Box. At all Sisters of Beth Am events, we will do at our synagogue to build connections.
collect money to donate to an organization doing great
Curious about forming or being a part of another cowork in the world to advance Women's Rights.
hort-based group at Beth Am? Read more about Beth
At this event, you will have the opportunity to sign on Am B’Yachad: Small Groups on page 12 and contact
to be a supporting member of the Sisters of Temple Beth Director of Community Engagement Alexis Kort at
Am for your annual pledge of $18.
alexis@templebetham.org for more information.
If your last name starts with A-N, bring a savory appetizer

206-525-0915 • temple@templebetham.org • www.templebetham.org
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ENGAGEMENT
Women of Reform Judaism

2019 Pacific Northwest Area Day
Saturday, July 20 – Sunday, July 21
Congregation Kol Ami,
7800 NE 119th St., Vancouver, WA
Cost: $36
Hosted by the Kol Ami Women of Reform Judaism, this
Friday, June 21, 5:30 – 8:00 PM
year’s event theme is “Be the Change: Change Yourself,
Temple De Hirsch Sinai, 1511 E. Pike St., Seattle, WA
Temple Beth Am is proud to be a community partner for Change Your Sisterhood, Change the World.” A twoPride Shabbat! Pride Shabbat is open to the community day event for women that includes workshops, learning,
and is a celebration of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgen- walks, food, and a waterfront Havdallah service. More
der, and Queer Jews along with friends, families, and information and registration here: https://www.wrjpaallies of all ages. Guests will be welcomed at 5:30 PM cific.org/pacific-northwest-area-day.html.
with pre-oneg appetizers followed by a 6:30 PM service
and concluding with a dessert oneg to celebrate the evening. *ADA Accessible and ASL Interpreted. Register
at https://www.jewishinseattle.org/investments-in-jewish-life/pop-up-events/pride-shabbat-2019/.

Experimental Multi-Generational
Family Friendly Shabbat

Friday, June 21, 6:15 PM
Beth Am Sanctuary
We will join together to try new things and experiment
in Shabbat prayer that welcomes all ages. Vegetarian /
dairy potluck to follow.

Summer Talmud Class with
Professor Beatrice Lawrence

Tuesdays, June 25, July 2, 9, 16
Beth Am K'hilah Rm. 226
Beatrice Lawrence, Professor of Theology and Religious
Studies at Seattle University, who helps lead Torah Study
and our monthly Women’s Torah Study group, will lead
this new dynamic opportunity to engage with Talmud
at Temple Beth Am. The Talmud is one of the central
works of the Jewish people. It is the record of rabbinic
teachings that spans a period of about 600 years. For
a fuller description of the Talmud, go to https://reformjudaism.org/talmud. No prior study required. Please
email Director of Community Engagement Alexis Kort
at alexis@templebetham.org to register for this FREE
summer class.
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Annual Summer Shabbat BBQ

Friday, August 16, after 6:15 PM Shabbat services
This year's theme will be camping. There will be that
camping favorite: s'mores! Registration and more info
will be on our website at templebetham.org in early July.

New Members
Krista Nelson and Tucker Slosburg
Clara Siegel and Robert Katz
with Armand (2) and Jeanne (baby)

New Baby
Sophia Tovah Webb
March 12, 2019
Granddaughter of Shoshana Stombaugh

206-525-0915 • temple@templebetham.org • www.templebetham.org

Annual Kabbalat Shabbat

Celebrating
Yiddish
Zei gezunt!

Friday, July 26, 6:15 PM
Temple Beth Am

Alevai!

Featuring Yiddish poetry,
songs, and prayers.
With financial support from
the Alfred and Tillie
Shemanski Trust Fund.

Instrumental Accompaniment
by Music Director Emerita
Wendy Marcus and Shawn
Weaver. Featuring guest
speaker Lynda Gilman on
“Yiddish Foodways.”

Lynda Gilman

H2R’s

A Taste of Elegance in the Courtyard
Returning to Temple Beth Am on

Sunday, August 4th, 2019 at 5:00 pm
A sit-down dinner showcasing interactive food
demonstrations by local chefs and caterers including:
Executive Chef Dylan Giordan, Piatti
Chef William Leaman, Bakery Nouveau
Chef Deb Brownstein, Mangia Bene Catering
Chef Traci Calderon, Succulent Catering
Wine tasting by 8 Bells Winery

To be accompanied by appetizers.
Silent Auction for dinner at top Seattle restaurants.

All food, drink, and preparation are 100% donated. All proceeds go directly to H2R and its
mission to support homeless families in their pursuit of stable housing.
Mark your calendars now! Attendance limited to only 100 guests.
Tickets sold out in both 2011 and 2013!
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BETH AM COMMUNITY
Small Groups: Beth Am B'Yachad (Together) for 5780
By Alexis Kort, Director of Community Engagement

T

hank you to everyone who participated in one
of our pilot Beth Am B’Yachad groups this
past spring and to our wonderful group leaders: Daniel Altschuler, Shelly F. Cohen, Marie Donadio, Corinne Fligner, Phyllis Herzog, Ellen
Kret, Ned Porges, Kelly Rigotti, Carol Sanders, Julie
Seltzer, Liz Wolk, and Marty Wolk.

study, neighborhood Havdallah dinners, game nights
for new(ish) empty nesters, meditation and mindfulness, Jewish cooking, a tween/parent book group, and
a movie club.
Do you have a great idea for a group? Would you be
interested in leading a group? Please contact me at alexis@templebetham.org or 206-525-0915 ex. 210.

We were thrilled at the positive response to the launch We will have a group leader training in August and
and are looking forward to sharing even more op- more information about our upcoming groups in the
portunities for members to connect more deeply with October / November Bulletin.
one another next year
through our Beth
Am B’Yachad groups.
SMALL
These groups will be
GROUPS
an ongoing annual
engagement
with
B’Yachad
some groups continuTOGETHER
Rabbi Ruth A. Zlotnick and Richard Cicale
ing and new groups
invite our Beth Am community to join with
forming each year.
us as our daughter, Suzannah Cicale, is called
There will be opportunities for new people to jump into
to the Torah for her Bat Mitzvah on August
groups and help form new groups.
3, 2019 at 10:30 AM with Ruby Ozreitch,
Our 2019-2020 / 5780 Beth Am B’Yachad Small
daughter of Erin Schwartz and Eric Ozreitch.
Groups will begin after the High Holy Days from
We invite everyone to join us for the Kiddush
November through June. These are for 8 – 15 people
luncheon after services to celebrate.
to gather and spend time getting to know one another by participating in discussion and a shared interest or passion. This year, our groups included Talmud

Save-the-Date

206-525-0915 • temple@templebetham.org • www.templebetham.org
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BETH AM COMMUNITY
Share your time and passion with Temple Beth Am in 2019-2020
Temple Beth Am is committed to having all of
our members engage in meaningful
relationships with Judaism and one another.
Let us know what speaks to you and we’ll
connect you with various teams and activities.
Call or Email Alexis Kort to let her know which
area(s) of Beth Am you’d like to be involved in
for 2019-2020. alexis@templebetham.org or
#206.525.0915 ex.210



Lifelong Learning
Beth Am B’Yachad: Small Groups
Tzedek: Social Justice
Philanthropy
Hineyni: Caring Community

To get involved in one of Beth Am’s on-going teams,

committees or volunteer opportunities contact:
Sisters of Beth Am
Men’s Group at Beth Am
Young Families at Beth Am
ARZA (Association of Reform
Zionists of America)
H2R (Homeless to Renters)
Temple Beth Am
Knitzvah Knitters
Teen Feed Meal Team
YouthCare-Orion
Center Dinners
Lake City Mennonite
Meal Offerings
Health Care for All
Angeline’s Meals
Interfaith/Intercultural
Initiative
Immigrant Justice Action Team
Door L’Door Greeters
12

Rebecca Fox &
Stephanie Levine
Joel Fingeroot
Claire Smith

Heller-Fox@msn.com
stephlevine725@gmail.com
jfingeroot@yahoo.com
clairesmith077@gmail.com

Sandy Berger

Sandyberger4@comcast.net

Fred
Diamondstone
Carlee Savage &
Leslie Peterson
Linda Wheeler

fdiamondstone@seanet.com

Susan Simon

sesimonsays@comcast.net

Jo Merrick
Leah Vetter
Julie Lyss
Diane Baer
Susan Schulkin
Diana Brement

ccsavage@comcast.net
lesliejp@gmail.com
tbateenfeed@gmail.com

pararabbi@gmail.com
Leah.vetter@gmail.com
julie_lyss@yahoo.com
drbaer11@hotmail.com
susan.schulkin@gmail.com
dbrement@comcast.net
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BETH AM COMMUNITY

Community Profile: Sam Rosen

I

By Rachel Román / Beth Am Communications Lead
t’s been a winding path on the Jewish journey
of Beth Am member Sam Rosen, a new member of the 2019-2020 temple’s Board of Directors. But, at her core, Sam says that she has instinctively lived a Jewish life.

mands that we behave as humans. That is an instinct that
lives hard in me. Now I understand myself better because
these are things that Judaism
Growing up in Long Island, NY, Sam was raised Jewish- wants us to practice and that’s
ly but didn’t fully connect as a child, choosing a Sweet intuitively how I am,” she says.
16 celebration over a Bat Mitzvah. After graduating col- “I didn’t know I was as Jewish
lege with a Bachelor’s degree in philosophy, she moved as I am (laughs). I feel so clearto Oahu, HI from 1989-1991 to train dolphins. She then ly that the ethics are in line with mine.”
moved to Seattle from 1991-1995 and switched to work- Sam and her family – her husband, Don Taylor, and
ing in television, including as a program manager for children, Campbell (15) and Sage (13) – joined Temple
Bill Nye the Science Guy.
Beth Am in 2010 after their acquaintances, Andrea &
Though she attended services at Congregation Beth Richard Korry and Courtney Miller and Dan Trager, all
Shalom as a young adult, she didn’t feel particularly raved about the temple community.
connected to Judaism, saying that she would “sit in the One of the biggest factors for her membership was upon
back and watch the kids sing songs, and I didn’t know meeting then-Senior Rabbi Jonathan Singer, who welany of them.”
comed Sam and her family, including Sage, who has
That changed in 1996 when she attended a program special needs and was diagnosed with a brain abnorthrough Livnot U’Lehibanot that sends post-college mality as an infant.
Jews to Israel in order to connect them with their heritage and community. Sam initially signed up for a threeweek program, but, after falling in love with Israel and
the Jewish community there, she extended her stay to
three months. “It changed the course of my life,” she
says.
After returning, Sam moved back to New York and
“took on too much.” She went to, what she refers to as,
an extreme by becoming Orthodox for two years: “It
was a massive life change. It’s something that you need
to do slowly, contemplate, and recognize why you’re doing these things.”
After moving away from Orthodox Judaism, Sam returned to Seattle in 2000 and continued exploring her
connection to Judaism. She realized that the code of
ethics she had felt her entire life was rooted in Judaism. For example, she was against speaking ill of others
and connected with the Jewish idea of not engaging in
lashon hara (evil tongue), the halakhic term for derogatory speech about another person.

“It wasn’t a question that she would be accepted, which
is the Beth Am way. The 100% acceptance was huge for
me,” Sam says.
Temple Beth Am administrators and educators have
supported Sage and the rest of Sam’s family, and Sam is
proud that both of her girls have become Bat Mitzvah
on the Beth Am bima.

“Jeanette Cohen was a dream, and Rabbi Ruth (Zlotnick) was wonderful,” Sam says. “Sage is a remarkable
person. She’s a joy; she’s the happiest human being that
I’ve ever met.”
Her other daughter, Campbell, will be attending the
NFTY in Israel program, and Sam is “excited to see the
legacy continue.”
While her daughters were in Religious School, Sam
wanted to find her place at the temple. She volunteered
as the co-chair of the Religious School’s Mitzvah Day,
co-chair of the Beth Am Parents Association (BAPA),
the Religious School’s Board of Directors, and was on
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Lowen-Kaplan Award Recipient: Laurie Stusser-McNeil

T

By Rachel Román / Beth Am Communications Lead

his year’s Lowen-Kaplan Award Recipient, Laurie Stusser-McNeil, is a Seattle native and has
been a member since 2001 when she joined
Temple Beth Am to send her children – Harris,
now 23, and Coco, now 19 – to Religious School. She has
been active in the temple community helping to connect
members through various committees and projects. She
was the chair of Project Hineyni, part of the Caring
Community Committee, for 10 years. She also served
on the Board of Directors for four years as well as on
the Development Committee and the Welcoming Committee for both Rabbi Ruth A. Zlotnick and Cantor Victor Geigner. Laurie also extends her helping hand to her
job as a English as a Second Language (ESL) teacher at
Highline College in Des Moines, WA where she worked
helping immigrants and refugees adapt to life in the US.
According to this year’s Lowen-Kaplan Awards Committee: “Laurie has always been in the center of our
community. She was in the center of our Caring Community…and our search for social justice. She was in the
center of fundraising activities. The real question should
be whether anyone at Beth Am has not been touched by
her kindness and caring.”

lenge and quite an honor. It grounded
me in a new way in the services, and
I got to know another group of people
from doing that.
RR: What was one of the programs
that you felt made a big difference to
members?
LS-MN: Project Hineyni (part of the Caring Community initiative) connects members to each other during
difficult times. The Caring Community Committee has
been a very special thing. I’ve written a lot of sympathy
cards and challah cards, and I’ve made a lot of phone
calls to people who were recently injured, ill, or experienced a loss. It’s been very meaningful for people who
receive them. It’s a way to be seen and not feel invisible,
especially during a difficult time.
RR: As part of the Welcoming Committee for Rabbi
Ruth A. Zlotnick, what were some of your responsibilities?

LS-MN: I organized all of the house parties around the
city for people to meet her. Ross (Kling) and I made sure
that every area was covered. We also helped her and her
Rachel Román: How do you feel about winning this family when they first arrived in Seattle; Ross and I were
her people when she first got here. It was great to be that
award?
person for her to feel really comfortable.
Laurie Stusser-McNeil: It’s more than an honor. I’m following amazing (past recipients), and I’m really grateful. RR: Were you involved in Religious School when your
It’s a big deal to be honored in this way and be seen by children were in it?
people who I know and who I don’t know. My volun- LS-MN: Oh, yes! I was very involved with the Religious
teering at temple has been an interesting mix over the School. I helped with the bake sale, Covenant Renewal
years. Each thing kind of led to the next thing. Most of it planning, and a graduation party. There was lots of volunteering with the kids over the years.
was about meeting and connecting with people.
RR: When did you first have that sense that you were
a part of this community?

RR: Why do you choose to be so involved?

LS-MN: All of these things that I’ve done have helped
LS-MN: I graduated the Adult B’nai Mitzvah class in me build relationships. Plus, this is a membership orga2009, the same year that my son, Harris, had his Bar nization, and I feel very strongly that we all have to do
Mitzvah. It was very powerful, and a very special thing our part or it won’t be here. The temple is its memberto have done. It helped ground that this is my temple, ship; if we don’t all pitch in, then what happens? We’re
not just visitors here; it’s our place, too.
too; I’m not just here for my kids. That was a big step.
After graduation, I was asked to chant the Haftorah on To read the entire Q&A with Laurie Stusser-McNeil, go
Yom Kippur for three years. That was especially a chal- to the Community page of our website.
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JEWISH SENIORS PROGRAMS
Schack Art Center

Hoyt Ave., Everett
Tuesday, June 4, 11:00 AM
Reserve: Friday, May 31; Bill Friedman: 425-338-5651

Dessert Schmooze

Wednesday, July 10, 1:00 – 3:00 PM
Reserve: Friday, July 5; Linda Paros: 206-985-2844

Endless Opportunity

Endless Opportunity

Thursday, June 6
NW Detention Center, 1623 East J St., Tacoma
Rabbi Kate Speizer: 206-693-3046

Academy Chamber Orchestra

Haller Lake United Methodist Church,
13055 1st Ave. NE
Saturday, June 8, 7:30 PM
Cost: Free
Anne Futterman: 206-523-4231

Dessert Schmooze

Thursday, June 13, 1:00 – 3:00 PM
Reserve: Friday, June 7; Denise Grayson: 425-673-1626

Walk

Thursday, June 20
Destination and time TBD
Reserve: Monday, June 17; Ulla Rychter: 206-546-3053

Elandon Gardens on the Kitsap Peninsula
Tuesday, June 25
Reserve by Friday, June 21;
Anne Futterman: 206-523-4231

Thursday, July 11, 10:30 AM
Temple De Hirsch Sinai, 1441 16th Ave.
“Crossing Borders/Closed Borders: Two Perspectives
on Migration in Europe with an Eye toward America”
Rabbi Kate Speizer: 206-693-3046

Cascadia Art Museum

90 Sunset Ave., Edmonds
Wednesday, July 17, 11:00 AM
“Northwest Sculpture”
Reserve: Friday, July 12; Bill Friedman: 425-338-5651

Walk

Monday, July 22
Destination and time TBD
Reserve: Friday, July 19;
Anne Futterman: 206-523-4231

Endless Opportunity

Thursday, July 25, 10:30 AM
Temple Beth Am, 2632 NE 80th St.
“Hunger In Our Community: What Do We Know
and How Can We Help?”
Rabbi Kate Speizer: 206-693-3046

Current Events

Current Events

Temple Beth Am, 2632 NE 80th St.
Friday, June 28
10:00 AM: Coffee and cookies
10:30 AM – 12:00 PM:
Current Events with Jacob Bolotin
12:15 PM: Planning Meeting

Seattle Chamber Music Society Rehearsals

Nordstrom Recital Hall at Benaroya Hall
Fridays, July 5, 12, 19; Wednesday, July 24, 1:15 PM
Cost: Free
Ulla Rychter: 206-546-3053

Temple Beth Am, 2632 NE 80th St.
Friday, July 26
10:00 AM: Coffee and cookies
10:30 AM – 12:00 PM:
Current Events with Jacob Bolotin

Dessert Schmooze

Tuesday, July 30, 1:00 – 3:00 PM
Reserve: Friday, July 26; Leah Vetter: 206-856-2875
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FROM THE RABBI
Continued from page 1
•

Our High Holy Days services incorporated innovative liturgy, including a special shofar service and a
Yom Kippur vidui (confessional prayer) focused on
systemic racism

In the late 18th century, Rabbi Nachman of Bratslav explained these words in this way:
‘The Architect of the world never does the same thing
twice. Every day is an entirely new creation. Take as
much as you can from what each new day has to offer.
Every day and every moment, there are wonders upon
wonders…If you cannot see and understand this, at
least believe in it. Again and again, strengthen yourself
with this.’

•

Our Scholar / Artist-in-Residence, Danny Maseng, created new musical and learning environments for us to
explore Jewish prayer

•

We held 12 house parties (gatherings) to hear from What was true over two centuries ago for Rabbi Nachseveral hundred of our community members, who man remains true today. With our creative powers, we
answered the question: What moves you spiritually? have explored and experimented; we have questioned
and we have contemplated; we have preserved old ways
Based on the answers from
and pioneered new ones. What’s old has become new,
the house parties, we piloted
and what’s new has been made holy.
Beth Am B’Yachad, initiat-

•

Makor Hachayim, Source of All Life, bless this gathering of the congregation of Temple Beth Am. May we
reflect upon the past year with wisdom to see where
we have deepened relationships to Judaism and one
• We held our first annual Beth Weisberg Communi- another and to see where we fell short on fulfilling our
ty-Wide Educators Conference for Jewish educators sacred mission. May we look backward on the past year
with compassion, so that we may move forward with
throughout Seattle
strength.
• We introduced a multi-generational, experimental
Shabbat service where we tried new ways to engage And may we always fulfill the promise of our ancient
with the prayers, our Sanctuary space, and each prayer: u’tuvo m’chadeish bchol yom tamid ma’asei
v’reisheet. In Your goodness, oh God, you daily renew
other
the acts of Creation. And through your goodness, we
Now this year of learning draws to a close. To mark this gather as friends; we gather as one congregation.
moment, I opened our Annual Congregational Meeting
Hiney mah tov umanayim, shevet achim gam yachad.
for 2018-2019 with these words of blessing:
How good it is when friends sit together, b’yachad, as
“In our morning prayers, we acknowledge the miracle one.”
of each new day. We say: u’tuvo m’chadeish bchol yom
tamid ma’asei v’reisheet. In Your goodness you renew ev- May the spirit of this year when we engaged in Ma’asei
V’reisheet / Acts of Creation remain with us always.
ery day, continuously, acts of Creation.
ing intentional, congregantled small groups on a variety
of interests from cooking to
meditation to movie-watching!

Continued from page 14
the nominating committee for the 2018-2019 temple
Board of Directors. She will be staying on the RS Board
as she also moves onto the temple Board for the 20192020 year.

at this time is really cool because it’s an opportunity to
make some changes and bring in some fresh energy,”
she says. “I love our Jewish people and my chavurah
here. I have a very deep, undeniable connection here.”

“I want to contribute to how this place works because
the temple is important to me. Coming onto the Board
16
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Murl
Allen
Sanders
MUSICIAN,
PIANO, ACCORDIAN,
KEYBOARDS, B-3,
VOCALS, HARMONIC,
SOLOIST & BANDLEADER,
RECORDING ARTIST,
COMPOSER, INSTRUCTOR

206-781-8196
murlsanders@cs.com
www.murlallensanders.com

Sharon C. Rutberg
Attorney at Law
206-735-3177

www.salmonbaylaw.com
Dedicated to providing
exceptional service to
families and individuals
who need help with estate
planning, probate, and
elder law matters

WE ARE PROUD TO SUPPORT
UW ORTHOPAEDICS AND SPORTS
MEDICINE AND TEMPLE BETH AM
Sarah Pressl and Arien Cherones

I LOVE MY WIFE, SARAH PRESSL!
Arien Cherones

Sunday

2632 NE 80th Street
Seattle, WA 98115
templebetham.org

2

Last Sunday of Religious
School
8:30 AM: Angeline’s Kitchen
Lunch Prep
9:45 AM: Religious School
10:00 AM: Knitzvah Knitters
12:15: Last Day Party

9

10:30 AM: Shavuot Festival
Morning Service with Yizkor

16

23
30

3

Monday

10

17

24

4

Wednesday

5
6:30 PM: Rosh Chodesh
Schmooze with the Sisters of
Beth Am

12

19

12:00 PM: Downtown Lunch
and Learn
7:00 PM: Parsha & Poker

26

Thursday

27

20

13

6

June 2019

Tuesday

11

18

25

10:00 AM: Summer Talmud
Class with Bea Lawrence

7

Friday

Saturday

9:15 AM: Torah Study
10:30 AM: Wechsler/Busiel
B’not Mitzvah Shabbat
Morning Service

29

9:15 AM: Torah Study, Tot
Shabbat
10:30 AM: Timm/Goldberg
B’nai Mitzvah Shabbat Morning
Service

22

9:15 AM: Torah Study
10:30 AM: Shabbat Minyan
Service

15

9:15 AM: Torah Study
10:30 AM: Rausch/Willson
B’nai Mitzvah Shabbat Morning
Service
7:00 PM: Erev Shavuot and
Covenant Renewal Service

8

9:15 AM: Torah Study
10:30 AM: Cahn Bar
Mitzvah Shabbat Morning
Service

1

Iyar, Sivan 5779

8:46 PM

10:00 AM: PJ Library
6:00 PM: Kinder Kabbalat
Shabbat
8:00 PM: Choir Kabbalat
Shabbat Service

14

8:53 PM

8:51 PM

10:00 AM: PJ Library
8:00 PM: Shabbat to Honor
our Volunteers and Board
Installation Service

21

10:00 AM: PJ Library
6:15 PM: Experimental
Shabbat Service

28

8:53 PM

Healing Challahs
10:00 AM: PJ Library, Seattle
Jewish Seniors Current Events
6:15 PM: Klezmer Kabbalat
Shabbat Service

For any calendar questions, please call Temple Beth Am at 206-525-0915.

8

15

22

29

14

21

28

1

2

30

23

16

10:00 AM: Sumer Talmud
Class with Bea Lawrence

9

10:00 AM: Sumer Talmud
Class with Bea Lawrence

10:00 AM: Sumer Talmud
Class with Bea Lawrence

Tuesday

31

24

17

10

3

Wednesday

25

10:30 AM: Endless
Opportunities

18

11

4

Thursday

July 2019
5

12

26

8:42 PM

8:34 PM

Healing Challahs
10:00 AM: Seattle Jewish
Seniors Current Events
6:15 PM: Annual Kabbalat
Shabbat Celebrating
Yiddish

Shabbat

19
6:15 PM: Summer Kabbalat

8:48 PM

6:15 PM: Summer Kabbalat
Shabbat

8:52 PM

6:15 PM: Summer Kabbalat
Shabbat

6

27

9:15 AM: Torah Study
10:30 AM: Shabbat Minyan
Service

20

9:15 AM: Torah Study
10:30 AM: Shabbat Minyan
Service

13

9:15 AM: Torah Study
10:30 AM: Shabbat Minyan
Service

9:15 AM: Torah Study
10:30 AM: Shabbat Minyan
Service

Saturday

Sivan, Tammuz 5779
Friday

For any calendar questions, please call Temple Beth Am at 206-525-0915.
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