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Light the Way: Rabbi Jason R. Levine lights the menorah during SEED Early Childhood School's Hanukkah service. Photo by Rachel Román.

Walking the Talk
of Inclusivity

F

rom February 2 – 4, we are honored and excited to
host our 2018 Scholar-in-Residence, April Baskin,
the Union for Reform Judaism’s Vice President of
Audacious Hospitality. In her role, VP Baskin strives
to connect people who were traditionally marginalized
from mainstream Judaism. Those include interfaith
couples and families, adults who grew up in interfaith
homes, LGBT Jews, Jews with disabilities, unaffiliated
Jews – especially those from Generation X and

Rabbi Jason Levine
rabbijason@templebetham.org
206-525-0915 x215

Millennials – and Jews of Color like herself. Her job is
to put these groups front and center.
“I deeply believe that every person should have a
community where they feel fully supported and
unconditionally accepted. We are, in fact, an evergrowing and evolving people with many Jewish
traditions and cultures that span the globe.” VP Baskin
shared these words with the 6,000 Jews who celebrated
Shabbat together at the URJ Biennial this past
Continued on page 16
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Friday Services			

Saturday Services

Kinder Kabbalat Shabbat

Shabbat Morning Service

Friday, February 2 / 6:00 PM

Choir Kabbalat Shabbat

Saturday, February 3 / 10:30 AM / Parsha: Yitro
Bar Mitzvah of Liam Rudoff, son of Margaret O’Malley
and Douglas Rudoff

Friday, February 2 / 8:00 PM

Jazzy Kabbalat Shabbat

Friday, February 9 / 8:00 PM

Acoustic Kabbalat Shabbat
Friday, February 16 / 6:15 PM

Klezmer Kabbalat Shabbat
and Healing Challahs
Friday, February 23 / 6:15 PM

We offer alcohol-free services at all
B’nai Mitzvah and Acoustic Shabbat
onegs. All Minyan Services are
followed by a dairy potluck.

Shabbat Morning Service

Saturday, February 10 / 10:30 AM /
Parsha: Mishpatim
Bat Mitzvah of Talia Glick, daughter of Laura
Hitchcock and Jan Glick

Shabbat Morning Service

Saturday, February 17 / 10:30 AM / Parsha: Terumah
B’not Mitzvah of Tananda Haulley, daughter of Tamara
Trank and Ted Haulley; and Eleanor Kelman, daughter
of Amy and Myles Kelman

Tot Shabbat

Saturday, February 24 / 9:15 AM

Learner's Minyan Service

Saturday, February 24 / 10:30 AM / Parsha: Tetzaveh
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“Like” us at
www.facebook.com/
templebethamseattle

S H A B B AT S E R V I C E S

Friday Services			
Kinder Kabbalat Shabbat
Friday, March 2 / 6:00 PM

Choir Kabbalat Shabbat
Friday, March 2 / 8:00 PM

Jazzy Kabbalat Shabbat
Friday, March 9 / 8:00 PM

Acoustic Kabbalat Shabbat
Friday, March 16 / 6:15 PM

Klezmer Kabbalat Shabbat
and Healing Challahs
Friday, March 23 / 6:15 PM

No Services – first night of Passover
Friday, March 30

–

MARCH

Saturday Services
Shabbat Morning Service

Saturday, March 3 / 10:30 AM / Parsha: Ki Tisa
B’nai Mitzvah of Asher Gebler, son of Katherine and
Daniel Gebler; and Joseph Friedman, son of Hilary
Loeb and Marc Friedman

Shabbat Morning Service

Saturday, March 10 / 10:30 AM /
Parsha: Vayakhel-Pekude
B’nai Mitzvah of Evan Mazor, son of Suzan and Robert
Mazor; and Alexandre Lipson, son of Michelle Seelig &
Jude Kavalam and Daniel Lipson

Shabbat Morning Service

Saturday, March 17 / 10:30 AM / Parsha: Vayikra
Adult B’nai Mitzvah

Tot Shabbat

Saturday, March 24 / 9:15 AM

Temple
Beth Am

MIMOUNA
A Muslim and Jewish
Interfaith Celebration

Shabbat Morning Service

Saturday, March 24 / 10:30 AM / Parsha: Tzav
Bar Mitzvah of Jaheem Lee, son of Darci Lee and
Lionel Lee

Passover Festival Minyan Service

Saturday, March 31 / 10:30 AM / Parsha: Bo

Saturday, April 7, 2018
7:00 - 9:00 PM

Passover Seder Hosts Needed for March 30 and 31

Each year, we receive requests from congregants looking for a seat at a seder. Consider offering a spot at your
table for those in our community who do not have family or a seder to attend in Seattle. It’s a mitzvah!
If you can host 1 – 4 people for either seder, contact TBA’s Director of Community Engagement Alexis Kort at
alexis@templebetham.org or 206-525-0915 x. 210 by Friday, March 23 to be paired up with someone in need.
206-525-0915 • temple@templebetham.org • www.templebetham.org
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

Shelly F. Cohen
TBA President
president@templebetham.org

W

hen the Union for Reform Judaism’s President
Rabbi Rick Jacobs rolled out the phrase
“Audacious Hospitality” at Biennial four years ago, it
sounded like a straightforward concept: make sure that
anyone who walks in the door of a Reform synagogue
feels welcomed and seen for who they are.
Trying to figure out how to make audacious hospitality
happen, though – that’s not so easy. It’s easier to
describe the absence of audacious hospitality: walking
into a synagogue and feeling invisible, feeling like you
don’t belong, feeling like no one even cares enough to
know your name. You’ve probably experienced that
feeling somewhere (hopefully not at Temple Beth Am);
I know I have. I remember walking into a synagogue
in L.A. where I was asked to fill out a nametag – okay,
there’s a good start – but when I asked the “greeters”
the way to the sanctuary, they pointed vaguely in some
direction while barely taking a break from their oh-soimportant conversation.
Surely the mitzvah of welcoming the stranger should
lead us to be a little more considerate to the out-oftown visitor. The role of audacious hospitality is more
than that: it reminds us that we are all part of k’lal
yisrael (Jewish peoplehood); none of us are strangers.
This is especially important given the growing diversity
of the Jewish community.
The kind of diversity I’m talking about is not just
where you moved to Seattle from, or whether your
grandparents spoke Yiddish or Ladino – although
those are some of the elements of it. What if your
grandparents weren’t Jewish? You are not a stranger
here. Are you a Jew of Color? You are not a stranger
here. Do you (or your parents) identify as LGBTQ?
You are not a stranger here. Do you have a disability,
visible or invisible? You are not a stranger here. Are
your political beliefs different from mine? You are not
a stranger here.
4

Where Everybody
Knows Your Name
How do we move beyond being strangers to each
other? We start by learning one another’s names, and
then we build connections by sharing our stories. We
talk about our hobbies, hometowns, kids, and pets.
We compare notes about where we are on our Jewish
journeys, knowing that regardless of where we are,
there is always something another person can teach
us. We look into each other’s faces and see, as Jacob
did when he was briefly reunited with Esau, the face of
God.
We listen, and we learn, and we celebrate the
differences that bring richness and depth to our
communal life. We rejoice in the beauty of this multihued and multi-faceted tapestry because Temple Beth
Am is that tapestry. Without the people who make up
this community, we are nothing.
I’m very excited that the URJ’s Vice President of
Audacious Hospitality, April Baskin, will be our
Scholar-in-Residence this year. I hope every one of you
will have a chance to hear and be inspired by her at
some point over the weekend of February 2 – 4.
To take a deeper dive into audacious hospitality,
download the URJ’s Audacious Hospitality Toolkit
(https://urj.org/audacioushospitality/audacioushospitality-toolkit). Then take a look at our Strategic
Plan (http://www.templebetham.org/images/
Engagement/Strategic-Plan-for-website.pdf) under
“Priority #2: Heart,” where we talk about embracing
and designing for audacious hospitality. If this is
something that interests you and you’d like to be part
of the task force that will be working on this, please
drop me a line at president@templebetham.org.
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E X E C U T I V E D I R E C TO R

Barbara Green
Executive Director
barbara@templebetham.org
206-525-0915 x208

C

ongratulations Temple Beth Am! Because of your
generosity, we reached our goal of raising $1.1
million dollars to reduce our debt payment. Over
300 households contributed to the success of this
campaign.
Now that the campaign is completed, we will be able
to reduce our debt payment from $434,000 per year to
$154,000 saving TBA about $280,000 per year starting
in February. So, what will we do with the “extra”
money?

Looking Ahead
After Nachshon
your financial commitment.
In addition, we have other areas where we need to
catch up. We have a big discrepancy between benefits
for SEED staff and TBA staff that needs to be rectified.
Many of our computers and other technology are
nearing the end of their lifespan. And we want to make
sure our staff members are compensated fairly.

We have all of those things to weigh in addition
to making sure that we are achieving our most
important goal – meeting the needs of our members
by providing powerful Jewish experiences with and
We will be looking at that more closely as we start the
budgeting process for 2018-2019. One of our goals is to for you, including worship, learning, and community
make sure that the budget is aligned with the Strategic engagement opportunities.
Plan that the TBA Board of Directors approved in
The Board and staff will be busy creating a budget
November. The Budget Committee and the Board will
that takes all of these issues into account before we
have the difficult task of balancing the priorities of the present a draft to you at the budget meeting on Sunday,
plan to move us forward boldly and responsibly.
April 8. At that meeting, you will have the chance
The past several years of deficit spending have taken
a toll on our synagogue finances. For example, we
have five years of deferred maintenance that can no
longer be ignored. We have less than one month of
operating reserves. Best practice recommends three
to six months of operating reserves. We have a clunky
database that is transactional rather than relational and
that makes it more difficult and less efficient to do our
work and hard for you to sign up for programs or pay

to provide feedback on the draft budget before it is
finalized by the Board in May and then brought to the
congregational meeting for approval.

We are taking this task to heart as we prepare a budget
that is aligned with the mission and vision of Temple
Beth Am. If you have any questions or concerns, please
contact me at barbara@templebetham.org or at
206-525-0915.

URJ Biennial

By Andrea G. Lieberman, TBA Board Secretary

B

oston was a beautiful, welcoming venue for my
first-ever URJ Biennial, an experience bestdescribed as being surrounded by 6,000 Reform
Jews immersed in learning and sharing ideas for
making our congregational experiences the best they
can be. Twelve members of TBA participated in the
conference, attending dozens of learning sessions to
reap as much diverse information as possible. You can

watch many of the speakers’ presentations, including
those from Senator Elizabeth Warren, Israeli author
and activist David Grossman, and Rev. Dr. William J.
Barber at this link: http://www.cvent.com/events/urjbiennial-2017/custom-126-787082dfce8940c9a72f2246
c5208ab9.aspx
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Continued on page 6
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RELIGIOUS SCHOOL

Rabbi Janine C. Schloss
Director of Education
rabbijanine@templebetham.org

Building a School
Community

206-525-0915 x216

I

t’s hard to believe that BAPA, the Beth Am Parent Association, was founded almost 13 years ago! One of their
most important goals is to build community among the Religious School’s parents and families. They have
done this through schmoozes, adult education classes, picnics, potluck Shabbat dinners, and even by organizing
Mitzvah Day.
A few years ago, a new opportunity started to crop up. All on their own, one family invited all of the families in
their child’s entire grade to their house for a potluck dinner on Shabbat or some other meal during the weekend.
From the very start, this type of event – to our amazement – brought together 30, 40, or even 50 people to share
food together and enjoy each other’s company.
Over the past few years, the idea really started to catch on. More and more Religious School parents were inviting
families into their homes, and all of this was going on outside of the formal structure of BAPA and the Religious
School. This year some of the members of the BAPA Executive Committee have decided to intentionally spread
these events. Helen Spencer-Snyder and Linda Sherran, with assistance from this year’s BAPA Co-Chairs, Sam
Rosen and Rachel Scherr, have now helped to organize what they are calling Kitah Potlucks in almost every
grade. The word “kitah” means “grade” in Hebrew, and the goal is to have grades join together for anything from
a traditional Shabbat potluck dinner to a Havdalah celebration or a Sunday night dinner.
Thanks to the families who have gotten us started, and thanks to the BAPA Executive Committee members who
are moving this fantastic idea forward. I hope each of you and your families will have a chance share in a Kitah
Potluck this year. What a wonderful way to help families meet each other and build community in the comfort of
their own homes! I hope you’ll join in!
Continued from page 5

Among the highlights from the learning sessions that I attended was “Leading Toward the Future,” given by Bob
Johansen, a fellow at the Institute for the Future in Silicon Valley, and author of the newly-published book, The
New Leadership Literacies.
Johansen described a military acronym for the current state of the world, VUCA (meaning Volatile, Uncertain,
Complex, and Ambiguous), and proceeded to re-define the acronym as a paradigm shift for leadership models.
In his talk, Johansen described how to develop the skills to lead and grow organizations through Vision,
Understanding, Clarity, and Agility. TBA’s newly adopted 3-year Strategic Plan, while not directly informed by
this model, will actually use many of these themes to help shape the future of our congregation.
The learning and networking opportunities were robust, but I will more deeply remember the feeling of
immersion in a sea of fellow Jews. When TBA fills to capacity at High Holy Days services, I feel a powerful
resonance deep in my chest as music or prayer is joined by our congregation’s many voices, like a spiritual
reverberation. In Boston, I experienced that same resonance. It was life-affirming and incredibly moving. If you
have the opportunity to go in 2019, I urge you to join the TBA delegation at the next Biennial in Chicago.
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B E T H A M T E M P L E Y O U T H ( B AT Y )

The Six-Month Mark

By Jasper Willson, BATY Communications Vice President

T

he start of the secular year
is all about resolutions;
we’re thinking about what we
can do to improve ourselves
and make our lives better for
the next year. During the first
week, you’re ready to do a
full 180 with your life. After
about a month, most people
have started to severely slump in regards to their goal.
A few more months pass, and, by then, it just seems
slightly pointless. Instead of slipping into the slump,
BATY youth are re-evaluating themselves. Our Board
and Cabinet have goals for this year, and, with the
six-month mark of the Jewish New Year upon us, we’re
ready to refocus.
One of our biggest goals, as it is most years, is to
keep people engaged with BATY. Relationship-based

engagement is critical for this, making sure we think of
people as actual individuals and not just participants.
So far, I’ve noticed our Board and Cabinet as a whole
reaching out more frequently to people. Our reach has
also started to expand to not just making sure everyone
is comfortable, but really growing our relationships
with people. We want to continue this into the next six
months by growing the relationships that we already
started. Actively initiating conversations in-between
events and making sure people know about more
ways to stay involved as a Jewish youth. Small things

that show people that they mean more to us than just
numbers.

Another big goal specifically for this year is to get
people involved with the Jewish youth community on
a larger scale. Introducing participants who love our
events to NFTY and summer programs can help them
become as passionate about their religion and the
strong community that stems from being a part of it.
Being Jewish means something different to everybody,
and, as a teen, it can be hard to find where it fits into
your life. We want to make sure everybody gets the
opportunity to be as connected to Judaism as they
choose to be. Now that we’ve had a few events, we want
to encourage people to start thinking about any of the
hundreds of other programs available to them in the
scope of the Jewish youth community that might be
perfect for them.
BATY has had a great six months so far, full of fun
events and good connecting. We’re excited to see
where the next six months takes us.

206-525-0915 • temple@templebetham.org • www.templebetham.org
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DEVELOPMENT

Celebrating Community, Diversity, and Hesed
By Gaby Charlton and Eliza Medearis, 2018 Gala Co-Chairs

T

emple Beth Am’s community Gala is a tradition
that now goes back 20 years. In that time, we’ve
explored many themes – Shul-Odyssey 2001, The
Schmooze Cruise, My Big Fat Jewish Wedding, The
Golden Age of Hollywood, The Shushan Ball, The
Black &
White Ball,
Through
the Looking
Glass, Big
Jewish
Prom, and
more. All
have been
led by
From left: Dan Charlton, Gaby Charlton, Katie
dedicated
Samson, and Josh Samson at TBA's 2017 Annual Gala
committee
members who have worked hard to bring our
community together to have fun and create memories
while supporting our temple. We’re inspired by their
example.
This year’s gala theme, “Love Makes the World Go
’Round,” is drawn from our learning theme for the
year, Olam Hesed Yibaneh (the world is built on
loving-kindness). We felt that the concept of hesed is
something that our community needs now more than
ever, and we are working to incorporate that theme
into this year’s event.
We wanted to recognize the importance of diversity
and the way that different ethnic groups have enriched
our community, so we have added a twist to this
year’s “balloon raffle” for restaurant gift cards. Seattle’s
Ethnic Business Coalition exists to “amplify the voices
of immigrant and people of color-owned businesses
in the Seattle area.” They work to connect “curious
customers” with new places to shop, explore, and dine.
We’re encouraging our supporters to purchase gift
cards from such restaurants* for this year’s raffle. In
keeping with this theme, The Fairmont Olympic Hotel
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is preparing a special globally-inspired menu that
includes flavors from Latin America, Africa, Asia, and
the Middle East.
Our silent auction will also have a special category
to explore hesed. As at last year’s Gala, there will be
opportunities to sign up for community-building
events, including dinners and other happenings
at the homes of congregants. New this year will
be opportunities to serve our community, such as
the opportunity to bid on a knitting class with the
items created supporting children in need through
organizations like Westside Baby.
And, as always, our Gala will include time-honored
favorites. We will auction off gift cards to Canlis and
University Village, and, new this year, a year of free
Religious School tuition (you must be present to win
the year of Religious School tuition)! The live auction
includes tickets to Hamilton on Wednesday, March 14;
special events
with our
clergy; and
lots of other
fabulous
items. Come
to enjoy
passed
cocktails,
a delicious
From left: Dara McAllister, Myron Medearis, Maggie
dinner
Medearis, and Eliza Medearis at TBA's 2017 Annual
with wines, Gala
time with
temple friends, and the opportunity to support
our community. For more information, visit the
Gala website at templebe.ejoinme.org/love or email
Director of Development Rachel Schachter at rachel@
templebetham.org.
*If you would like to donate a gift card or obtain a recommended
list of restaurants, please contact rachel@templebetham.org. Seattle’s
Ethnic Business Council and Equity Matters NW, together with
Mindy Huang, maintain evolving lists.
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ENGAGEMENT
2018 Annual Scholar-in-Residence

April Baskin, Union for Reform Judaism’s Vice
President of Audacious Hospitality

Learning From Health Care Around the
World

Wednesday, February 14, 7:00 PM
Temple Beth Am
Come join us for a captivating discussion with
Professor Aaron Katz – a principal lecturer of Health
Services, Global Health, and Law at the University
Of Washington School Of Public Health – on lessons
learned from other countries’ health care systems
that can be applied to achieve a system in the US that
provides affordable, accessible, quality care for all.
Sponsored by TBA’s Health Care for All Committee.

2018 FAN Interfaith Advocacy Day

April Baskin served as the national Director of
Resources and Training at InterfaithFamily. Dedicated
to building a stronger, more inclusive Jewish
community committed to social justice, April has
spent 10 years advocating for Jewish diversity and
inclusion locally and nationally in a variety of ways,
including facilitating LGBT educational trainings
as a Keshet facilitator and writing a thesis about the
experiences and identities of Jewish young adults of
color in American Judaism.
Friday, February 2
8:00 PM: "Audacious Hospitality 101", Choir
Kabbalat Shabbat services followed by a festive oneg
Saturday, February 3
9:15 AM: Parshat Yitro Torah Study
4:00 – 5:30 PM: "Racial Justice is a Jewish Issue"
lecture with Happy Hour Havdalah to follow
Sunday, February 4
10:00 – 11:30 AM: "Moving from Inclusion to
Empowerment"
Lectures are free to TBA members and open to
the public through generous sponsorship by the
Kaplan Family Fund. For more information, visit
templebetham.org.
Olam Hesed Yibaneh
(The world is built on loving-kindness)

Tuesday, February 20, 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM
Olympia, WA
We will join with faith communities from throughout
the state to advocate for the FAN legislative agenda.
Register online at fanwa.org/interfaith-advocacyday. TBA will be organizing carpools for this event.
Contact TBA member Diane Baer at drbaer11@
hotmail.com for more info.

2018 Jewish Lobby Day

Wednesday, February 21, 8:30 AM – 3:30 PM
Olympia, WA (transportation available)
Sponsored by the Jewish Federation of Greater Seattle.
Feedback from the community survey completed by
members of the Jewish community is strongly reflected
in the legislative agenda of the Jewish Federation.

The Namesake
by Jhumpa Lahiri

Tuesday, February 27,
6:30 – 8:00 PM
TBA K’hilah Rm. 226
This month’s Immigrant / Refugee
Stories Book Club selection
is a work about exile and its
discontents, a novel that explores
the relationships between fathers and sons, and
an examination of what is acquired and lost by
immigrants and their children in pursuit of the
American Dream. Note: this book has also been made
into a film.

206-525-0915 • temple@templebetham.org • www.templebetham.org
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ENGAGEMENT
Adult B’nai Mitzvah Service and Luncheon

Saturday, March 17, 10:30 AM with Kiddush lunch to follow
TBA Sanctuary
Our tradition teaches that one can come to Torah as a Bar or Bat Mitzvah at any age. Join with our 2018 class
who have been working passionately for the past two years to learn Hebrew and explore Jewish learning,
spirituality, wisdom, and community together. The class will lead services, read from the Torah, and share
d’vrei as part of a wonderful Shabbat morning service. The congregation is invited for a catered Kiddush lunch
following services.
For their mitzvah project, the Adult B’nai Mitzvah class set up an apartment for a recently arrived refugee family
from Bhutan through the International Rescue Committee in January.
Our outstanding 2018 graduates are Michael Berman, Henry Boyar, Terri Buysse, Rebecca Hoff, Jo Ann
Hornsten, Andrew Kempler, Anya LevySmith, Joanne Lipson, Marj Press, Connie Rock, Raphaela Warschauer,
and Karen Wolf.

10
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ENGAGEMENT
2018 University Lecture Series

Wednesdays, March 7, 14, 21 / 7:00 – 8:30 PM
TBA Sanctuary
Cost: $40 for the series / $15 per lecture,
free for students with ID

Immigration and Immigrant Rights

Sunday, March 18, 10:00 – 11:30 AM
TBA Social Hall
Temple Beth Am's Sanctuary Action Team (SAT)
invites you to come and learn more about what it
means to be an immigrant in the US today, including
the legal framework and process facing those who
are classified as undocumented. Organized with help
from the ACLU, our speaker at this forum will be
immigration attorney Robert H. Gibbs, founding
partner in the immigration law firm Gibbs Houston
Pauw and a founding board member of the Northwest
Immigrant Rights Project. Email TBA and SAT
member Susan Schulkin at susan.schulkin@gmail.com
to sign up to receive the SAT Newsletter.

Art from Ashes: Healing Voices Chamber
Music Concert
This year’s featured lecturer is Professor Hamza Zafer,
the assistant professor of Near Eastern Languages and
Civilization at the University of Washington. Professor
Zafer’s research is in the areas of Late Antique Judaism
and Early Islam, Jewish-Muslim Encounters in the
Quran, and Early Muslim Historiographical and
Exegetical Works, Judeo-Arabic and Judeo-Persian
Writings. More information and registration is
available on our website.
Wednesday, March 7
"Judaism and Jewishness in Islam's Sacred Text"
Wednesday, March 14
"Muhammad and the Jews of Arabia
Wednesday, March 21
"The Flourishing of Judeo-Islamic Thought
Become a Patron Sponsor for $100
Help ensure this annual learning series continues,
while keeping ticket costs low for everyone. Patron
sponsorship includes tickets to all lectures, attendance
at an intimate private reception with our speaker prior
to the final lecture, and acknowledgement of your
sponsorship in the lecture program.

Sunday, March 18, 2:00 - 4:00 PM
TBA Sanctuary
Temple Beth Am
pays tribute to the
great legacy of Jewish
composers in a
powerful afternoon
of chamber works
that celebrates the
resiliency and courage
of those artists who dared to create in the darkest of
times and encouraged the world to heal through its art.
Presented by internationally acclaimed guest artists
David Small (baritone), Angela Draghicescu (piano),
and Steve Schermer (double-bass), the program will
feature music about the Holocaust during WWII,
including works by composers and poets from
Theresienstadt concentration camp.
Works by Mahler, Straus, Ravel, Bloch, and
Lori Laitman’s stunning song cycle "Holocaust
1944," commissioned by Seattle’s own Music of
Remembrance.
There will be a short intermission and Q&A following
the performance. The concert is free and open to
everyone.

206-525-0915 • temple@templebetham.org • www.templebetham.org
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ENGAGEMENT
Women of Reform Judaism Pacific Northwest
District Sisterhood Shabbaton
Friday, March 23, 4:00 PM – Sunday, March 25,
1:00 PM
Camp Kalsman in Arlington, WA
Come home to beautiful Camp Kalsman for the
weekend and relax among old and new friends. These
are your sisters from temples around the Pacific
Northwest. We’ll have camp-style Shabbat services
and Havdalah. Sing along or just enjoy the beauty
of the natural environment around us. All meals are
provided.

Tuesday, March 27, 6:30 – 8:00 PM
TBA K’hilah Rm. 226
This month’s book for the Immigrant / Refugee Stories
Book Club chronicles both the life of Oscar De León,
a Dominican boy growing up in Paterson, New Jersey,
who is obsessed with science fiction and fantasy novels
and with falling in love, as well as the curse that has
plagued his family for generations.

New Members
Katie & Joel Chenu with Jean-Luc (6) and Lydia (1)

Group Cabin: $136
Small Group Room: $150*
Single Room: $160*

Karla Espinoza-Burnett & Lenny Burnett with Soleil (10)

*Limited availability – filled first-come, first-served

If you have any questions or want to learn more
about the Sisterhood retreat weekend, please email
Sisterhood@tdhs-nw.org

Book talk with
author Bonnie
Rochman and
TBA member
Sophie-Shifra
Kessler Gold:

The Gene Machine: How Genetic Technologies Are
Changing the Way We Have Kids —
And the Kids We Have
Sunday, March 25, 10:00 – 11:30 AM
TBA Social Hall East
This important book was named one of Amazon’s Top
20 Science Picks of 2017. Author Bonnie Rochman
explores the new frontier of gene technology and how
it is transforming medicine, bioethics, health care,
and the factors that shape a family. Rochman tells the
dramatic saga of the development of screening for
Jewish genetic diseases, including the evolution of the
Tay-Sachs screening and the story of TBA’s SophieShifra Kessler Gold, who will join Bonnie to discuss
the chapter about her son, Isaac Michael Levin (z”l),
who died of Canavan Disease. The book talk will be
ASL-interpreted and books will be on sale.
12

The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao
by Junot Díaz

Michelle Farber & Ari Lackman with Goldie (7) and
Sylvie (4)
Susan & Jason Hauptman with Cooper (8), Avery (6),
and Marley (4)
Cayman Ilika Jacobs & Gavriel Jacobs with Teddy (5)
Maya Kanzler & Yoram Bernet with Zakai (11) and
Malachai (9)
Julie & Josh Lipsky with Samson (8) and Ruby (4)
Jennifer Meyer & Benjamin Gardner with Stella (15) and
Maylie (11)
Karine Pelaez & Dan Beisel
Sarah Pressl-Cherones & Arien Cherones
Kelly & Eddy Rigotti with Jonah (14), Owen (13), and
Kate (10)
Louisa Rose & Henry Berman
David Schneiderman
Ji & Joel Sider with Jade (14) and Josephine (11)

New Babies
Miriam Gottlieb Rollins
November 1, 2017
Parents: Tori Gottlieb and Dan Rollins
Big Sister: Cecilia
Jameson Beau Garfield
December 20, 2017
Parents: Lauren and Jason Garfield
Big Siblings: Lyla, Jackson, and Theo
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Temple Beth Am’s Annual Gala

Saturday, March 10, 2018 - 6:00pm
The Fairmont Olympic Hotel

Feel tHe lovE!
This year’s gala draws upon
our learning theme for the year,
olam hesed yibaneh (the world
is built on loving-kindness).
Join us as we celebrate diversity,
inclusion and hesed together.
Here’s a taste of what you can
expect at this year’s gala:

• Fun and schmoozing with friends from the TBA community.
• Raffle drawing for gift cards to Canlis and University Village.
• A special raffle for one year of FREE religious school tuition
(look for tickets on sale Sundays in February, must be present to win!)
• Golden Tickets: If your ticket is drawn, you’ll choose from our
live auction items before the bidding starts!
• A globally-inspired gourmet dinner from the Fairmont, including hors d’oeuvres,
cocktails, wine, and a Dessert Dash (featuring favorites from TBA bakers).
• Live auction items you won’t find anywhere else, including tickets to the
acclaimed Broadway show, Hamilton, on Wednesday, March 14
AND special events with our very own clergy!

templEbe.ejOinme.Org/love

206-525-0915 • temple@templebetham.org • www.templebetham.org
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TBA COMMUNITY NEWS
TBA Sanctuary Action Team Update

November 9: UW Undocu-Ally Training, offered

I

November 14 – 15: Cultural Awareness training for

By Susan Schulkin, TBA and SAT member
n August, the TBA Board of Directors voted
unanimously to identify TBA as a Sanctuary
Congregation (aka URJ Immigrant Justice
Congregation). Since then our Sanctuary Action Team
(SAT) has promoted many opportunities for learning
and advocacy, including:

October 14: Seattle Public Library training on
supporting adult learners, especially immigrants.
October 29: AID-NW (Advocates for Immigrants in

Detention NW) volunteer training.

November 3 – 4: "Immigrant Justice Shabbat" as

declared by the Religious Action Center (RAC), with
TBA services highlighting Jewish values and Torah
teachings that support immigrant justice.

November 5: Sunday forum with Michael Ramos

from the Church Council of Greater Seattle (CCGS)
on the local Sanctuary Movement, particularly our
U-District Sanctuary Hub.

November 6: RAC National Call-In Day urging
elected officials to pass the 2017 Dream Act.

quarterly by the UW’s Leadership Without Borders
program, on how UW staff and community members
can support undocumented students.

volunteering in the U-District Sanctuary Hub.

November 19: Sunday forum that included a text

study led by Rabbi Ruth A. Zlotnick, TBA member
Josh Rubenstein's Immigration 101 outline, and
Lonnie Rentaria of Puentes’ discussion of mental
health issues affecting immigrants in detention.
Afterward, we went to Tacoma’s NW Detention Center,
a private for-profit prison housing 1,575 immigrants.

December 1 and January 11: Non-profit 21Progress

and CCGS orientation sessions on accompanying
students to immigration appointments in Tukwila.

January 21: Bystander Intervention Training on how

to react effectively if you witness threatening behavior.
To learn about future opportunities to support
immigrant justice through acts of loving-kindness,
contact me at susan.schulkin@gmail.com.

Olam Hesed Yibaneh (The world is built on loving-kindness)
By Alexis Kort, TBA Director of Community Engagement

A

t Temple Beth Am, we
infuse our learning theme
for the year in everything that
we do. With this in mind,
the staff at TBA had several
discussions at our weekly staff
meetings about how we could
live the value of hesed (lovingkindness) in our work place. We met and crafted a list
of guiding principles, which we would like to share
with the broader TBA community to show you how
we aspire to work as a team to support you and each
other.
We assume best intentions: we express appreciation
for one another’s hard work; we ask questions,
apologize as needed, and reciprocate with forgiveness.
Our goal is to move forward with cooperation and
solutions.
14

We use balanced communication: we share thoughts
and are active listeners; we give others space to share;
we meet face to face with colleagues when relevant, in
addition to communication over email.
We treat everyone with hesed (loving-kindness):
members, staff, anyone who enters the building, on the
phone, and over email feels welcome and accepted for
who they are. We create a space conducive to forming
more meaningful connections, where appropriate. We
politely acknowledge others, whether with a smile or
saying “hello.”
We support one another: in both our work and
personal lives; we lift up our co-workers; we respect
each other’s time and try to be on time; we share
details about our jobs and let people know when
we need help and willingly accept support; we feel
teamwork is key.

206-525-0915 • temple@templebetham.org • www.templebetham.org

JEWISH SENIORS PROGRAMS
Wing Luke Museum

719 S. King St.
Thursday, February 1, 10:30 AM
Senior Tickets: $15
Reserve: Friday, January 26;
Ulla Rychter: 206-546-3053

Dessert Schmooze

Wednesday, February 7, 1:00 – 3:00 PM
Reserve: Friday, February 2;
Bobby Kaufman: 732-673-3696

Endless Opportunity

Temple De Hirsch Sinai, 1441 16th Ave.
Tuesday, February 13, 10:30 AM – 12:00 PM
Rabbi Kate Speizer: 206-693-3046

Primetime Lunch and Learn

Temple Beth Am, 2632 NE 80th St.
Wednesday, February 14, 12:00 – 1:00 PM
TBA: 206-525-0915

Tacoma Art Museum

1701 Pacific Ave., Tacoma
Thursday, February 15
Reserve: Friday, February 9 (carpools);
Emily Davis 206-525-6723

Birthday Brunch

Sunday, February 18, 11:00 AM
190 Sunset, 190 Sunset Ave., Edmonds
Reserve: Monday, February 12;
Madeline Buckley: 425-312-5891

Dessert Schmooze

Wednesday, February 21, 1:00 – 3:00 PM
Reserve: Friday, February 16;
Madeline Buckley: 425-312-5891

Current Events and Planning Meeting

Temple Beth Am, 2632 NE 80th St.
Friday, February 23
10:00 AM: Coffee and cookies.
10:30 AM – 12:00 PM: Current Events with Jacob
Bolotin.
12:15 PM: Planning Meeting.
Leah Vetter: 206-856-2875

Endless Opportunity

Vela Grow Lab, 1944 1st Ave S., Seattle
Tuesday, March 13
Kate Speizer: 206-693-3046

Primetime Lunch and Learn

Temple Beth Am, 2632 NE 80th St.
Wednesday, March 14, 12:00 – 1:00 PM
TBA: 206-525-0915

Dessert Schmooze

Wednesday, March 21, 1:00 – 3:00 PM
Reserve by Friday, March 16
Sheila / Paul Kasprzyk: 206-522-3355

Endless Opportunity

Temple De Hirsch Sinai, 3850 156th Ave. SE, Bellevue
Thursday, March 22, 10:30 AM – 12:00 PM
Kate Speizer: 206-693-3046

Current Events

Temple Beth Am, 2632 NE 80th St.
Friday, March 30
10:00AM: Coffee and cookies.
10:30 AM – 12:00 PM: Current Events with Jacob
Bolotin.

Jewish Senior Programs are in partnership with TBA. For
information about the Senior Rides Program, please contact
Temple Beth Am with questions at temple@templebetham.org
or call 206-525-0915.

206-525-0915 • temple@templebetham.org • www.templebetham.org
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FROM THE RABBI
Continued from page 1
December, and we look forward to her bringing her
wisdom and enthusiasm to our TBA community.
There can be little doubt that our Jewish community,
both locally and nationally, is changing. As such, it is
imperative for Jewish congregations and communities
to take a collective and eager look at the way things
have been done and be creative, innovative, and
excited about what the future may hold. Institutional
models need to be rethought. Old norms need to be
reconsidered. New ideas need to be proposed. VP
Baskin stands on the forefront of this work actively
leading, teaching, and speaking about what we need to
do in order to adjust, reform, and experiment.
But the reason for this is not change for the sake
of change or merely trying to stay afloat with the
demographic waves. No, the reason the Reform
Movement needs VP Baskin and the reason she is such
a vibrant leader is the importance of welcoming and
inclusion. VP Baskin explains the crucial significance
of this approach: “Many people do this work [of
inclusion and outreach] because they are worried
about Jews dying off. That’s not where my attention is,”
Baskin stresses. Instead, she says, she is “inspired and
energized by my Jewish identity, which brought me to
this point. Jews have so much to bring to this world
and it is a tradition that people can engage in – in ways
that are relevant to them.”
On top of that, we have so much to learn from each
person who is part of the Jewish people. I often use
the metaphor of the vivid, multi-colored tapestry to
describe Temple Beth Am. We get even more beautiful
and striking with each new person, skill, or idea. But
it must be incumbent upon us all to not just claim we
are welcoming and inclusive, but to live through our
deeds, programs, policies, and actions. We need to
walk the talk of inclusion and creating a bright, diverse
21st century community.
This future direction, the Temple Beth Am that our
children and grandchildren will enjoy, will not exist
unless we unite in this concerted effort to walk the
talk of inclusion, change, and diversity, growing
together with creativity and experimentation. In the

16

Torah portion the weekend when VP Baskin will be
joining us, Moses and the whole Israelite is learning
a valuable lesson from Moses’s father-in-law, Yitro. In
Exodus 18:18, Yitro warns Moses, “You cannot do it
alone,” referring to the work of generational change,
helping the people grow from who they were in Egypt
into the people they would become in the Promised
Land. Yitro was inspiring the people to unite and work
toward a shared commitment. It worked, and in the
next chapter, when God addresses the people from
Mount Sinai, sure enough, “the people answered as
one” (19:18).

“We need to walk the talk of inclusion
and creating a bright, diverse 21st
century community”
Our tradition later explains in Deuteronomy 29:9-10
that this moment of Divine connection and communal
realization was not just the elders or the veterans or
the prized few who witnessed this. It was the entire
community that made this moment so holy. Everyone
is included, but it does take organized and committed
efforts to make it happen. We can’t just read a text; we
need to live its teachings. We cannot just talk about
inclusion and being welcoming, we need to make it
happen.
There are incredible blessings and triumphs at Temple
Beth Am, and there have been for decades. But we by
no means should rest on our laurels. Judaism is everevolving and changing. We hope all of you join us in
February as April Baskin shares her story and inspires
our community. We hope everyone joins in the joint
work of our Strategic Plan to work toward our future.
We hope you all join as leaders in the work of living
our values and strengthening who we are, expanding
the vibrant and dynamic tapestry of TBA.
*For more on Audacious Hospitality and how it plays a crucial
role in Temple Beth Am’s Strategic Plan and the future of our
community, please check out the article by Board President Shelly F.
Cohen on page 4.
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TBA COMMUNITY

Community Profile: Eliza Medearis
By Rachel Román / TBA Communications Lead

S

ocial justice and a close-knit Jewish community
are two things that strongly resonate with Eliza
Medearis, 37, who has been a Temple Beth Am
member for 30 years. For her, TBA is like a second
home with family and friends congregating in a
special shared space. Her parents – Maggie and Myron
Medearis – are both long-time members as is her sister,
Dara McAllister, who is also the assistant director at
SEED Early Childhood School.

This year’s Gala theme is “Love Makes the World Go
’Round” and focuses on inclusion and loving-kindness,
which dovetails with Temple Beth Am’s focus on
creating community and connections. This will be
prevalent in the Gala set-up as an evening out at The
Fairmont Olympic Hotel on Saturday, March 10 at
6:00 PM* as well as some of the auction categories,
which will be designed to get TBAers to spend time
together outside of the temple.

After moving away to New York and then Baltimore,
MD, Eliza is grateful to be back in the TBA community
that she grew up in along with her husband, John
Williams, and two sons, Walter (3) and Benji (1), who
also attend SEED.

With immigration and refugees being some of the
world’s most important issues, Eliza believes that
the Gala theme along with TBA’s annual theme of
Olam Hesed Yibaneh (The World is Built on LovingKindness) are particularly important right now.

“It’s just such a lovely community,” Eliza said. “It’s so
fun to have all of these long-term connections and
then there is also all of these new folks who I have
recently met that have become awesome friends.”

“I love this year’s theme,” she said. “Some of the current
global-political climate seems to have gone away from
the whole idea of ‘what is hateful to you, do not do to
another person.’ That reminder and that focus on how
important it is to be kind and how easy it is to be kind.
It just made so much sense to incorporate that as a
theme and a purpose.”
This year’s Gala will include auction items designed
to promote activism through volunteering with other
TBAers. Even the food will incorporate the global
theme with the Fairmont catering an international
menu with items such as mini-fish tacos, vegetarian
spring rolls, and Ras el Hanout spiced salmon.
This year’s Gala represents what TBA strives for with
social justice, inclusion, and community, things that
Eliza seeks in her life.

From left: Dara McAllister, Myron Medearis, Maggie Medearis, and Eliza
Medearis at TBA's 2017 Annual Gala

Eliza met some of her newest friends since she has
been co-chairing this year’s Annual Gala.
“That’s been a really fun way to meet people that are
new to me in the temple community,” she said. “I also
like being a co-chair as a way to contribute to the
temple. It’s such an interesting event because it’s truly
an EVENT, so we try to make it fun and inclusive for
people.”

“I really love that we hire rabbis who have a
commitment to social justice,” she said. “It’s been really
nice coming back into this community, watching it
evolve, and watching it want to evolve. It’s a continuous
community.”
*For more information on this year’s Annual Gala, please see Eliza
and co-chair Gaby Charlton’s Bulletin article on page 8 as well as
our Gala website at https://templebe.ejoinme.org/love.
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NFTY Winter Kallah

Sunday

2632 NE 80th Street
Seattle, WA 98115
templebetham.org

4
10:00 AM-12:15 PM:
Adult Learning
9:45 AM: Religious School Tu
B’shevat Sedarim Workshop
10:00 AM: SiR Morning
Lecture

11

8:30 AM: Angeline’s Kitchen
Lunch Prep
9:00 AM-12:15 PM:
Adult Learning
9:45 AM: Religious School
10:00 AM: Knitzvah Knitters

18
No Religious School

25

9:00 AM-12:15 PM:
Adult Learning
9:45 AM: Religious School
12:15 PM: BATY Board
Meeting
12:30 PM: Women’s Torah
Study

5

Monday

12

19

OFFICE CLOSED
President’s Day

26

Bulletin Deadline
6:30 PM: Sisters of Beth Am
Leadership Team Meeting

Wednesday

Thursday

February 2018
Tuesday

1

2

Saturday

Shevat, Adar 5778

Friday

3

NFTY Winter Kallah in Bellingham

10

7:00 PM: Executive
Committee Meeting, Health
Care for All Meeting, YFBA
Planning Meeting

9

9:00 AM: SiR Breakfast
9:15 AM: Torah Study
10:30 AM: Rudoff Bar
Mitzvah Shabbat Morning
Service
4:00 PM: SiR Lecture and
Happy Hour Havdalah

8

4:54 PM

7

9:15 AM: Torah Study
10:30 AM: Glick Bat Mitzvah
Shabbat Morning Service

10:00 AM: PJ Library
6:00 PM: Kinder Kabbalat
Shabbat
8:00 PM: Choir Kabbalat
Shabbat Service and
Scholar-in-Residence

6

10:00 AM: PJ Library
8:00 PM: Jazzy Kabbalat
Shabbat Service

9:15 AM: Torah Study
10:30 AM: Haulley/Kelman
B’not Mitzvah Shabbat
Morning Service

17

7:00 PM: YFBA How to Talk
with Kids about Death
7:15 PM: Religious Practices
Committee Meeting

5:05 PM

5:16 PM

24

9:00 AM: Intro to Judaism
Shabbaton
9:15 AM: Torah Study, Tot
Shabbat
10:30 AM: Learner’s Minyan
Service

NFTY NW 678 Event

Healing Challahs
10:00 AM: PJ Library,
Seattle Jewish Seniors
Current Events
6:15 PM: Klezmer
Kabbalat
5:27 PM
Shabbat Service

23

10:00 AM: PJ Library
6:15 PM: Acoustic Kabbalat
Shabbat Service

16

12:00 PM: Intermediate
Yiddish
1:00 PM: Self-Led Yiddish

15

5:30 PM: Pizza Dinner
6:15 PM: Tuesday Night
Service
6:45 PM: Religious School

14

12:00 PM: Primetime Lunch & 7:00 PM: Board of Directors
Meeting
Learn, Intermediate Yiddish
1:00 PM: Self-Led Yiddish
Group
7:00 PM: Learning From
Health Care Around the World,
Religious School Board Meeting

13

5:30 PM: Pizza Dinner
6:15 PM: Tuesday Night
Service
6:45 PM: Religious School, 9th
Grade Parent Meeting
7:00 PM: Song Circle with
Cantor Victor Geigner

22

21

12:00 PM: Intermediate
Yiddish
1:00 PM: Self-Led Yiddish
Group
6:30 PM: Purim Spiel

28

12:00 PM: Intermediate
Yiddish, Downtown Lunch &
Learn
1:00 PM: Self-Led Yiddish
7:00 PM: Parsha & Poker

20

No Religious School

27

5:30 PM: Pizza Dinner
6:15 PM: Tuesday Night
Service
6:30 PM: Immigrant/Refugee
Stories Book Club
6:45 PM: Religious School
7:00 PM: Song Circle with
Cantor Victor Geigner

9:00 AM-12:15 PM:
Adult Learning
9:45 AM: Religious School
10:00 AM: The Gene Machine
Book Talk
12:15 PM: BATY Board
Meeting
12:30 PM: YFBA Pre-Passover
Pizza Party

25

9:00 AM-12:15 PM:
Adult Learning
9:45 AM: Religious School
10:00 AM: 3rd Grade Family
Education Program and Service
12:15 PM: BATY Board
Meeting
12:30 PM: Women’s Torah
Study
2:00 PM: Art From Ashes
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8:30 AM: Angeline’s Kitchen
Lunch Prep
9:00 AM-12:15 PM:
Adult Learning
9:45 AM: Religious School
10:00 AM: Knitzvah Knitters,
5th Grade B’nai Mitzvah Meeting
12:15 PM: BATY Board
Meeting

11

9:45 AM: Religious School
10:00 AM-12:15 PM:
Adult Learning
12:15 PM: Purim Carnival

4

Sunday

2632 NE 80th Street
Seattle, WA 98115
templebetham.org

26

19

12

5

Monday

27

5:30 PM: Pizza Dinner
6:15 PM: Tuesday Night
Service
6:30 PM: Immigrant/Refugee
Stories Book Club
6:45 PM: Religious School, 5th
Grade Mock Wedding

5:30 PM: Pizza Dinner
6:15 PM: Tuesday Night
Service
6:45 PM: Religious School

20

5:30 PM: Pizza Dinner
6:15 PM: Tuesday Night
Service
6:45 PM: Religious School, 6th
Grade B’nai Mitzvah Meeting

28

12:00 PM: Intermediate
Yiddish
1:00 PM: Self-Led Yiddish
Group

12:00 PM: Intermediate
Yiddish, Downtown Lunch &
Learn
1:00 PM: Self-Led Yiddish
7:00 PM: Parsha & Poker,
University Lecture

21

14

29

22

17

23

30

7:19 PM

No Shabbat Services
First Evening of Passover
10:00 AM: PJ Library, Seattle
Jewish Seniors Current Events

7:09 PM

Healing Challahs
10:00 AM: PJ Library
6:15 PM: Klezmer
Kabbalat Shabbat Service

6:59 PM

31

Passover
9:15 AM: Torah Study
10:30 AM: Passover Festival
Minyan Services

24

9:15 AM: Torah Study, Tot
Shabbat
10:30 AM: Lee Bar Mitzvah
Shabbat Morning Service

10:00 AM: PJ Library
9:15 AM: Torah Study
6:15 PM: Acoustic Kabbalat
10:30 AM: Adult B’nai Mitzvah
Shabbat Service
Shabbat Morning Service
th
th
7:15 PM: 4 - 6 Grade Family
Shabbat Potluck Dinner
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9:15 AM: Torah Study
10:30 AM: Mazor/Lipson B’nai
Mitzvah Shabbat Morning
Service
6:00 PM: TBA Gala (off-site)

10:00 AM: PJ Library
6:00 PM: 1st Grade
Shabbat Service and
Potluck Dinner
8:00 PM: Jazzy Kabbalat
5:48 PM
Shabbat Service

7:00 PM: YFBA Program
7:15 PM: Religious Practices
Committee Meeting

15

10

9:15 AM: Torah Study
10:30 AM: Gebler/
Friedman B’nai Mitzvah
Shabbat Morning Service

3

Saturday

9

10:00 AM: PJ Library
6:00 PM: Kinder
Kabbalat Shabbat
8:00 PM: Choir Kabbalat
Shabbat Service
5:38 PM

2

Friday

Adar, Nisan 5778

8

10:00 AM: Megillah Study
7:00 PM: Executive
Committee Meeting, Health
Care for All Meeting

1

Thursday

12:00 PM: Primetime Lunch & 7:00 PM: Board of Directors
Meeting
Learn, Intermediate Yiddish
1:00 PM: Self-Led Yiddish
Group
6:30 PM: Sisters of Beth Am
Leadership Team Meeting
7:00 PM: Religious School
Board Meeting, University
Lecture

12:00 PM: Intermediate
Yiddish
1:00 PM: Self-Led Yiddish
7:00 PM: University Lecture

12:30 PM: UW Torah Study
5:30 PM: Pizza Dinner
6:15 PM: Tuesday Night
Service
6:45 PM: Religious School,
10th Grade Parent Meeting

13

7

Wednesday

6

Tuesday

March 2018
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