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The Children are our Future: A group from Beth Am Temple Youth (BATY) at NFTY NW's 2018 Fall Kallah.

Finding Elder Wisdom
from Our Youth

W

ho are our elders? From where shall we acquire
wisdom?

It should be no surprise that “zaken,” the Hebrew word
used in biblical and rabbinic text for “elder,” most
commonly refers to those who are older in ages. As a
result, Jewish tradition often reveres older members
of our community as “elders,” honoring their gathered
experience and perspective. Our Biblical text instructs,

Rabbi Jason Levine
rabbijason@templebetham.org
206-525-0915 x215

"You should rise before the elderly and honor the aged"
(Leviticus 19:32).
Yet, our Jewish tradition does not stop there, teaching
that the word “zaken” has layers of meanings. The
Talmud (Kiddushin 32b) expands the definition of
“zaken,” not seeing it exclusively as the result of age.
The Sages explain that “zaken” is an acronym for
“zeh shekaneh chachma – a person who has acquired
Continued on page 21
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Friday Services			

Saturday Services

Kinder Kabbalat Shabbat and
YFBA Hanukkah Schmooze

Shabbat Morning Service

Friday, December 7/ 5:30 PM

Choir Hanukkah Shabbat

Saturday, December 1 / 10:30 AM / Parsha: Vayeshev
Bar Mitzvah of Benjamin Wintraub, son of Lori Heller
and Keith Wintraub

Friday, December 7 / 8:00 PM
Choir Shabbat followed by a festive oneg

Shabbat Minyan Service

Jazzy Shabbat Service

Shabbat Morning Service

Saturday, December 8/ 10:30 AM / Parsha: Miketz

Friday, December 21 / 6:15 PM

Saturday, December 15 / 10:30 AM / Parsha: Vayigash
B’nai Mitzvah of Eli Casso, son of Sheryl Schwartz
and Deb Casso; and Max Seitz, son of Sandhya
Subramanian and Steve Seitz

Kabbalat Shabbat and Healing Challahs

Tot Shabbat

Friday, December 14 / 8:00 PM

Acoustic Kabbalat Shabbat

Friday, December 28 / 6:15 PM

Saturday, December 22 / 9:15 AM

Shabbat Morning Service
We offer alcohol-free services at all
B’nai Mitzvah and Acoustic Shabbat
onegs. All Minyan Services are
followed by a dairy potluck.

Saturday, December 22 / 10:30 AM / Parsha: Veyechi
Bar Mitzvah of Oscar Simon, son of Cathy and
Howard Simon

Shabbat Minyan Service

Saturday, December 29/ 10:30 AM / Parsha: Shemot
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Friday Services			

J A N U A RY

Saturday Services

Kinder Kabbalat Shabbat

Learner’s Minyan Service

Friday, January 4 / 6:00 PM

Judaism Shabbaton: 9:00 AM
Saturday, January 5 / 10:30 AM / Parsha: Va’era

Choir Kabbalat Shabbat

Shabbat Morning Service

Friday, January 4 / 8:00 PM

Jazzy Kabbalat Shabbat and Freedom Shabbat
Friday, January 11 / 8:00 PM
See page 10 for details on our annual Freedom
Shabbat, this year featuring NFTY North American
President Lila Greene

Experimental Multi-Generational
Family-Friendly Shabbat
Friday, January 18 / 6:15 PM

Klezmer Kabbalat Shabbat with Artist-inResidence and Healing Challahs
Friday, January 25 / 6:15 PM

–

Saturday, January 12 / 10:30 AM / Parsha: Bo
Bar Mitzvah of Tommy Garvey, son of Anita Nadelson
and Thomas Garvey

Shabbat Morning Service

Saturday, January 19 / 10:30 AM / Parsha: Beshalach
B’nai Mitzvah of David Palmieri, son of Deborah
Bacharach and John Palmieri; and Oliver AhrensSiegel, son of Deborah Ahrens and Andrew Siegel

Tot Shabbat

Saturday, January 26 / 9:15 AM

Shabbat Minyan Service

Saturday, January 26 / 10:30 AM / Parsha: Yitro

The
Secret
Garden
Sowing the Seeds
of Community

Save the date
the evening of
Saturday, March 9, 2019

Temple Beth Am’s
Annual Gala & Auction
Fairmont Olympic Hotel

FROM THE PRESIDENT

Betsy K. Maurer
Temple Beth Am President

W

president@templebetham.org

hile I write this near the end of October,
we are studying the Torah portion in which
Abraham famously argues with G-d over the fate of
the inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah. What does
Abraham’s intervention on behalf of the innocent have
to do with youth engagement? It turns out this Torah
portion has a valuable lesson for our Board of Directors
and community about passing on Jewish values.
While many Biblical scholars focus on Abraham’s
courage to confront G-d or his success in educating
G-d, Rabbi Shai Held challenges this traditional
perspective. Rabbi Held asserts that it is, in fact, G-d
who is educating Abraham because G-d recognizes that
Abraham cannot train his descendants to do what is
just and good if Abraham has not learned how to do it
himself. According to Rabbi Held, by consulting with
Abraham on the plan to destroy everyone in Sodom
and Gomorrah, G-d is placing Abraham in a situation
where Abraham can learn firsthand about standing up
for what is good and just. G-d understands that only
after learning to stand up for goodness, justice, and
mercy can Abraham credibly instruct and serve as a
role model for his offspring. To me, it is a powerful
lesson about how to engage future generations of Jews.
As Rabbi Held summarized, “We cannot teach our
children values that we ourselves do not embody.”1
As we govern the temple with the welfare and
engagement of our children and young adults in mind,
I would like to invite you to reflect on when it was that
you first really considered how to pass along Judaism
to the next generation? I, for one, didn’t think too hard
about this question until my husband, Andrew, and I
entertained the possibility of becoming parents. Until
I became a parent, I must confess that I thought about
my relationship to Judaism mostly in terms of what
met my needs: the synagogue experience I preferred,
1

Rabbi Shai Held, The Heart of Torah, Vol. 1, Va-yera’ No. 2.: In
Praise of Protest (2017)
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Governance with
Youth in Mind
the music I liked, the theology and rituals that made
the most sense to me, and the values that meant the
most to me. In some ways, I took for granted the family,
friends, extended Jewish community, and Jewish
institutions that had nourished my affiliation, value
set, and sense of abundant choices as to how I might
express those values.
After our daughter was born, it struck me that I
would have to be very intentional if I wanted to pass
along the precious gift of Judaism to our child. As
she grew up, she also made it clear that what might
have been compelling entry points into Judaism for
me did not necessarily draw her in. This realization
forced me to grapple with how to pass along Judaism
and its enduring values to the next generation and to
prioritize, as best as I realistically could, the formation
of her Jewish identity, understanding of Jewish values,
and connection to the Jewish people.
Temple Beth Am has been an essential partner in this
ongoing quest. As I guide the Board over the next 18
months, we will be thinking about how our decisions
ensure Temple Beth Am will be there to support
the transmission of progressive Judaism to the next
generations. This means more than focusing on “youth
engagement” and cultivating our youngest members’
relationship with Judaism. We must also nurture
a thriving temple community that embraces and
supports parents, grandparents, and anyone else who
cares about the perpetuation of Judaism, so that all may
have the opportunity to embody the values we wish to
teach our children. When this Bulletin edition lands in
your inbox or mailbox, the Board will be in the process
of making tough decisions about our upcoming budget
and determining the priorities for the second year of
the Strategic Plan. As a community, I hope you will
share my gratitude for a Board of Directors who care
deeply about transmitting enduring Jewish values and a
positive Jewish identity to the next generation.
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Barbara Green
Executive Director
barbara@templebetham.org
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Planting SEEDS
for a Jewish Life

206-525-0915 x208

y nurturing our youth, we create the future
leaders of Judaism. One way that our community
develops future leaders is through SEED Early
Childhood School at Temple Beth Am, which provides
opportunities to engage youth at a very young age (3
months to pre-Kindergarten). SEED offers children
and their parents numerous and varied occasions to
participate in a rich and meaningful Jewish communal
life. These Jewish experiences have become deeper
and more frequent as we continue to more fully
integrate SEED and Temple Beth Am. For example,
starting school this year, Beth Am clergy members
lead SEED students in a weekly Shabbat celebration
in the Sanctuary, and parents are invited to attend.
The children are starting to feel comfortable in the
Sanctuary and learning Shabbat prayers. In addition,
clergy provide hands-on experiences to learn about
Jewish holidays. Generally, when the children go
home, they talk with their families about what they did
at school that day. Parents and children then mutually
reinforce their interest in Jewish learning and ritual.
Research over the past two decades corroborates
that Jewish preschool is a crucial period for instilling
education and involvement in synagogue and
community life (Vogelstein, 2008). Parents of young
children are more involved in their child’s educational
experience than at any other time in their child’s
formal education. In addition, parents who take on
leadership roles at their child’s preschool are more
likely to become lay leaders in a synagogue.

early formative years (Rosen, 2008). SEED and Young
Families at Beth Am (YFBA) have joint events (such
as the Sukkah Schmooze) that help build connections
between SEED parents and other Temple Beth Am
parents. Once their children have graduated from
SEED, it is more likely that those parents will join the
synagogue.
SEED also helps create lasting connections to
unaffiliated families who consider the Jewish part of
the program as secondary. However, if parents perceive
the school as excellent and well-run, they will become
more engaged in Jewish actions as a “side effect” (BenAvie, et al, 2009).
In addition to the youth and family engagement
benefits mentioned above, there are two other
important aspects of the SEED/Temple Beth Am
relationship. On a personal level, I love having kids
around to remind me of what is really important
and to help put things in perspective. And, last but
not least, SEED has provided Temple Beth Am with
additional revenue that has allowed us to continue to
grow and expand our engagement activities even as
other sources of revenue decrease.
I cannot thank enough those of you who were involved
in the decision to acquire SEED. It has broadened the
Temple Beth Am community in many powerful ways
and will continue to do so as we integrate the two
organizations even more intentionally over the next
several years.

In addition to providing quality education for
young students, SEED also provides programs for
parents to get to know one another and develop
meaningful relationships. According to the National
Jewish Population Study, a major predictor of Jewish
engagement is the number of Jewish friends a person
has, which, in turn, impacts how much involvement
parents have with Jewish tradition during their child’s
206-525-0915 • temple@templebetham.org • www.templebetham.org
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RELIGIOUS SCHOOL

Rabbi Janine C. Schloss
Director of Education
rabbijanine@templebetham.org

Religious School
Lights the Way

206-525-0915 x216

W

hen I first learned that this edition of the
Bulletin was focused on Youth Engagement,
it seemed like an embarrassment of riches. So many
things to write about!
Whenever a student walks into our synagogue for a
session of Religious School, we are engaging them
in a positive Jewish experience that impacts their
connection with Judaism for the rest of their life. We
engage our youth every single session in joyful and
interactive learning, community, and social justice
work – through music, art, drama, games, and more.

In addition, our school is structured around the belief
that our youth have so much to offer their peers, the
younger students, and our program as a whole. As
many of you know, 125 teenage teaching assistants
(Madrichim) work in the classrooms of younger
students on Sunday mornings. These 8th – 12th graders
also come to Religious School on Tuesday nights for
their own classes. What an incredible way for these
students to continue to learn while sharing their
knowledge with and serving as role models for our
Pre-K through 6th graders!

the Madrichim program and youth groups. We have
Club 45 for our 4th and 5th graders, jBATY for the 6th
– 8th graders, and
BATY (Beth Am
Temple Youth)
for our 9th – 12th
graders. More
than 90 teens
attended BATY
events last year
alone. These are
such fun and
meaningful ways
to get our youth
involved, making friends, learning about Judaism, and
forming bonds that can last a lifetime.
But there’s even more! More than 130 of our students
go to Camp Kalsman every summer. What an
incredible way to reinforce their relationships and
learn further about Judaism between rounds in the
gaga pit, climbing the Tower, or taking a dip in the
pool. Camp helps our children live Judaism 24/7. They
come home singing Jewish songs and quoting Torah
texts, all while showing off their lanyards and boasting
of their soccer scores. It’s truly Gan Eden – the Garden
of Eden – just a short hour away.
Youth Engagement is at the heart of all that we do.
Help your child join in! It’s the start of a lifelong
journey as part of the Jewish community!

But there’s more! We actively encourage students to
also get involved with our youth groups. Director
of Youth Engagement David Lizzo organizes both
6
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B E T H A M T E M P L E Y O U T H ( B AT Y )
Making Change Now

By BATY Board President Rachel Selby

Y

oung people are the future. Whether it was at
temple or school, spoken by a teacher or perhaps
an overbearing uncle,
most teens have heard
that phrase. And while
it is true that today’s
young people will
eventually grow up to
be tomorrow’s notso-young people, our
status as “future adults”
is not what makes
teenagers important.
Youth have our own
vital role to play,
especially in the Jewish community. That’s what makes
youth engagement – like BATY, NFTY, and summer
programs – so important.
This year, I had the incredible opportunity to spend
my summer at the URJ Kutz Camp in Warwick, New
York. Since I had never gone to a sleepaway camp
before, I had no idea what to expect. All I had to go on
was the glowing testimonials of a few friends who told
me that the time they had spent at Kutz in years past
had changed their lives. Walking into Kutz for the first
time, I was filled with nerves. However, that feeling
didn’t last long. I
quickly realized
that the friends
I was making at
camp were some of
the most amazing
people I had
ever met – kind,
passionate, driven, and ready to be leaders. Over my
month at Kutz, I watched my friends create and lead
programming, organize social action, and learn far
more about what it means to be young and Jewish than
I ever expected. When it was time to say “good-bye,”
they went home to their roles as community leaders
and activists.

skills and friendships and many find their passions
in youth group settings. My experience showed me
that teens can also be leaders on the national level; in
fact, they already are,
including Beth Am teen
Jamie Margolin, who
founded the national
movement Zero Hour
to combat climate
change (as well as Talia
Glick, who volunteers
with Zero Hour)
Jewish teens, informed by their values, have proved
it by taking up the front lines on countless social and
political causes. But that all has to start somewhere.
BATY, NFTY, and other Jewish youth programs have
given me and countless others a space to grow into
leadership. Youth programs give teens a platform to be
leaders today where we can learn and grow as people,
Jews, and leaders. While it may not be the whole truth,
it is true what they say. Young people are the future.

Teen leaders create experiences for their peers to gain
206-525-0915 • temple@templebetham.org • www.templebetham.org
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Everyone is a Donor
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Y

our financial commitment to Temple Beth Am
is about more than membership; it is about
supporting a cause and an organization that impacts so
many lives in our community.
But what does this look like in everyday practice?
Sometimes it is the small things. In a recent committee
meeting for the 2019 Annual Gala, a congregant
mentioned how moved she was every time she
encountered teenagers having fun while engaged
in Jewish life. Whether it is through BATY, NFTY
trips, weekends at Camp Kalsman, or the Madrichim
working with younger children, she said “seeing
teenagers actively engaged in temple life after their
B’nai Mitzvah makes me know my giving is helping to
ensure the legacy of Judaism will live on.”
Not only was this congregant moved to contribute,
she was right! Research has shown that fun and social
experiences with other Jewish teens helps increase
the likelihood that they will have a strong Jewish
identity in adulthood. Personally, I can attest to this. As
someone who did not have a strong Jewish connection
when I was young, the experiences I had and lifelong
friendships that I built through NFTY in high school
were the foundation of my adult connection to Judaism
as an individual and a parent.
Everyone who gives money to Temple Beth Am is a
donor supporting this and other important causes.
However, in my first few months here at Temple Beth
Am, I realized that the terms we use often change
(creating confusion), and we have not always been
clear about how your annual financial commitment
and/or donations are connected. We recognize
that it can be hard to feel joyful and excited about
philanthropy when it is unclear exactly how giving to
Temple Beth Am works. So, although we are working
on clarifying this long-term, hopefully the brief

8

explanation below can help you better understand the
impact of your giving at Beth Am.
First and foremost, to ensure that each year we are able
to pay for our inspiring clergy, teachers, and programs
as well as upkeep our facilities, we have annual support
fundraising. The “vehicles” by which people give to this
include:
•

the annual financial commitment of congregants,
sometimes referred to as membership dues

•

gifts made to our Annual Appeal, in years past
this has been referred to as the High Holy Days,
Hanukkah, or End-of-Year Appeal

•

tributes made on behalf of simchats,
remembrance, and acts of kindness

•

each year, we also hold a fundraising event,
known as the auction or Annual Gala to offer a fun
and social way to raise annual revenue for Temple
Beth Am

In addition to the money we raise to support our
annual needs, we are also always raising funds for our
long-term needs. Gifts that support our future include
endowment and reserve fund contributions, legacy
gifts, and special needs campaigns, such as the former
K’hilah Center or Nachshon Debt Campaign. Just like
each of you, we are constantly working to support our
needs for today and the future.
While this may seem like many “vehicles” for one
temple, with more than 900 households doing their
part, each person’s load is lightened. In fact, it should
be your choice regarding which “vehicle(s)” best fit
your annual giving budget. I am happy to discuss with
you how to combine your total giving for the year at
Temple Beth Am and do all I can to make your giving
more meaningful.

206-525-0915 • temple@templebetham.org • www.templebetham.org

ENGAGEMENT
KlezKidz Hanukkah Performances

Temple Beth Am's KlezKidz will hold Hanukkah
performances around town. They also need more
instrumentalists and vocalists to perform at these
events. Please contact Shawn Weaver at shawnsax@
me.com if you would like to volunteer. The KlezKidz
will perform at the following events:
•

Seattle Center Armory Winterfest
Sunday, December 2, 12:30 – 1:30 PM
Seattle Center Armory

•

Seattle Community Hanukkah Celebration
Tuesday, December 4, 6:00 – 7:00 PM
University Village
Hanukkah Community Party
Saturday, December 8, 6:00 PM
Temple Beth Am

•

Creativity with Paper Cuts with Artist Cathy
Shiovitz and Sisters of Beth Am

Sunday, January 6, 1:00 – 3:00 PM
Beth Am Social Hall
Cost: $10
A hands-on workshop with Jewish artist and Beth Am
member Cathy Shiovitz. Learn the history of Jewish
paper cut art, see a demonstration of the art form,
practice skills, and create one of your own. No previous
artistic experience necessary. All supplies provided.
Space is limited, so please RSVP by Thursday,
December 20 to Beth Am Director of Community
Engagement Alexis Kort at alexis@templebetham.org if
you want to attend. Please bring a check for $10 to the
event made out to Temple Beth Am, memo: Sisters of
Beth Am.

RAC Reads: Social Justice Book Group

Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates
Sunday, January 6, 11:00 AM – 12:30 PM
Beth Am K’hilah Rm. 226
Between the World and Me was
hailed by Toni Morrison as
“required reading,” a bold and
personal literary exploration
of America’s racial history
by “the single best writer
on the subject of race in the
United States” (The New York
Observer). In a profound work
that pivots from the biggest
questions about American
history and ideals to the most intimate concerns of a
father for his son, Ta-Nehisi Coates offers a powerful
new framework for understanding our nation’s history
and current crisis.
For more information, visit: https://rac.org/rac-readssocial-justice-themed-literature-discussions.

Freedom Shabbat

Friday, January 11, 8:00 PM
Temple Beth Am
Our guest speaker is Temple Beth Am member
and NFTY North American President Lila Greene.
Lila has been a member of our congregation since
birth, following in the footsteps of her parents and
grandparents, including long-time Beth Am member,
director of education for Temple Beth Am’s Religious
School, and former Board President Beth Weisberg.
To learn more about Lila Greene, read the Bulletin
profile article on her on page 18.
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ENGAGEMENT
Experimental Multi-Generational
Family Friendly Shabbat

New Jewish Writing from
Around the World Book Group

Limmud Seattle Festival

Cookbooks and Appetizers Fundraiser
for Temple Beth Am

Friday, January 18, 6:15 PM Shabbat service, dairy
vegetarian potluck dinner to follow
Temple Beth Am
Join us for our second
experimental Shabbat
experience, different
from what we are used
to at Temple Beth Am.
We will join together
to try new things and
experiment in Shabbat
prayer that welcomes
all ages. We will be playful, interactive, and creative.
We will enjoy familiar melodies and learn new music,
too. We will explore using technology and new ways
of engaging in worship. This is a place for the young
to fully participate and the older to be inspired. It will
certainly be different. Stick around afterwards for a
dairy vegetarian potluck. Temple Beth Am will provide
drinks, mac n’ cheese, and snacks – please bring a
vegetarian dish to share.

Saturday, January 19 – Sunday, January 20
Bellevue College, 3000 Landerholm Circle SE, Bellevue
Cost: Adults: $72; Students and youth: $36
Limmud Seattle (from
the Hebrew word
meaning "learning") is
a celebration of Jewish
culture and creativity, part
of a global movement
of volunteer-run, multidenominational learning events in 44 countries
worldwide inspired by the idea that everyone should
be a student and anyone can be a teacher. At Limmud,
there is room for every subject – art, spirituality,
philosophy, music, food, and more – with multiple
sessions every hour.

The Best Place On Earth, A Collection of Short
Stories by Ayelet Tsabari (Yemenite-Israeli)
Tuesday, January 22, 6:30 - 8:00 PM
Beth Am K’hilah Rm. 226
These 11 stories take place in Israel,
Canada, and India and feature a
range of characters – expatriates,
travelers, immigrants, and locals –
searching for a place to belong. The
award-winning author, Aylet Tsbari,
grew up in a large family of Yemeni
descent, served in the Israeli army,
traveled extensively throughout
South East Asia, Europe, and North
America before settling in Vancouver, Canada. She
will be a guest speaker at the University of Washington
on Thursday, February 28. UW’s Professor of Jewish
Studies and Slavic Languages and Literatures at the
University of Washington, Sasha Senderovich, will lead
this book discussion.

Wednesday, January 23, 6:00 – 8:00 PM
Book Larder, 4252 Fremont Ave. N., Seattle
Cost: $36 per person, Spaces available: 20
Join Rabbi Ruth A. Zlotnick and bring (or buy) your
favorite cookbook along with a sweet or savory treat
from that cookbook to share. We'll enjoy a nosh
together and then everyone will have a chance to
share more about the cookbook they love. Hosted by
Leslie & Tom Redd and Lara Hamilton, owner of Book
Larder.

Congregational Meeting

Sunday, January 27, 11:45 AM
Beth Am Sanctuary
Pending a Board of Directors recommendation
of the new temple bylaws to the community, this
Congregational Meeting will be held for their
adoption. To read the draft bylaws, please go to https://
www.templebetham.org/about/from-board-rabbis.

206-525-0915 • temple@templebetham.org • www.templebetham.org
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ARTIST/SCHOLAR
-IN-

RESIDENCE 2019
Danny Maseng is a renowned Jewish musician and composer and
serves as hazzan and spiritual leader of Makom LA, a new, dynamic,
post-denominational Jewish Community, in Los Angeles.

Kabbalat Shabbat
Friday, January 25, 6:15 PM

Danny Maseng leads this musical Shabbat service with the Beth Am choir.
We will experiment with new melodies, familiar tunes, and visual t'filah.

Danny Maseng in Concert: "The Heart of the World"
Saturday, January 26, 7:30 PM
University Prep Theater
Tickets: $18, register at templebetham.org
Danny Maseng will perform a concert filled with heart and soul and a message of tikkun olam
– the mending of the world – through the healing power of music. Blending ancient melodies
with original compositions – from popular Israeli songs to liturgical gems and everything in
between (Hebrew, English, Russian, Ladino) – Danny performs the most beautiful, inspirational
songs and music from 2,000 years of Jewish and world traditions.

T'filah Workshop: Sing *Pray* Talk
Sunday, January 27, 10:00 AM
We'll look at creative ways to make prayer a more engaging, meaningful,
and joyful experience. This artistic, interactive session will help you see
prayer in a new light. Everyone is welcome – no artistic background or
knowledge of prayers is required. Unleash the inner you and discover a
new, soulful, spiritual, alternative path to prayer.

Through a generous sponsorship by the Kaplan Family Fund

BETH AM COMMUNITY
Celebrating Tikkun Olam and Planning for the Future
By Executive Director Barbara Green

W

e have a proud history of tikkun olam at Temple
Beth Am – and yet there is still so much in our
world in need of repair. While we acknowledge we
can’t fix everything, we also know that there is more
that we can do as a congregation.
On February 9, we will devote an entire day – a
shabbaton – to the theme of tikkun olam. From Torah
study in the morning to Havdallah in the afternoon,
we will come together for a day of learning, worship,
and action all focused on repairing the world (see the
Tikkun Olam Shabbaton schedule on pg. 14).

•

Garnering the collective power of the congregation
to make meaningful social change, and, thus,
strengthening the congregation

•

Building community and deepening Jewish
experiences by offering opportunities for
meaningful engagement

The task force is operating on the principle that all
current tikkun olam work will continue as long as
there are enough congregants engaged to do the work.

Sample Questions for the task force:
•

Brief History

Tikkun olam lives deep in Temple Beth Am’s DNA.
One of our founding principles is that “[w]herever
human beings are persecuted or oppressed, it is our
concern.” For more than 60 years, synagogue members
have pursued justice on a range of issues including
civil rights, Soviet Jewry, environment, hunger and
homelessness, health care, Darfur, LGBTQ rights,
and immigrant and refugee justice. These efforts have
garnered two Irving J. Fain Awards and one honorable
mention from the Religious Action Center of Reform
Judaism.

•

Current Status

•

As Temple Beth Am has grown, our social justice work
has also grown. There are numerous groups working
on a range of issues, both independently and in concert
with other synagogues and faith traditions. Much – but
not all – of that work is represented on our website.
There is probably not one person in our community
who knows what’s happening with every social justice
project, which makes it difficult to connect members
with issues they’re passionate about. It also means that
we are missing out on opportunities for teams working
on different issues to collaborate.
Our current Strategic Plan calls for the establishment
of a new structure that will allow us to coordinate
existing and emerging tikkun olam activities and align
them with other priorities of the plan. To do that, I
have convened a small task force with the purpose of:

•
•
•
•
•

How can we best leverage the collective power of
our congregation for tikkun olam?
What unique value does Temple Beth Am bring to
an issue?
How should we structure tikkun olam to encourage
more involvement from a broader range of
congregants?
How do we determine which issues to address?
How can someone create a new initiative or
program?
What would be the advantages and disadvantages
of having a community-wide initiative?
How do we infuse Jewish values into our tikkun
olam work?
What is staff responsibility and what is lay
responsibility in leadership and logistics?

What’s Next?

On the afternoon of February 9, the task force will
present a proposal that answers the above questions –
and any others that arise between now and then – and
the congregation will have an opportunity to discuss
and give feedback. The task force will then reconvene
to review your feedback and make a recommendation
of how to proceed.
Whether you are currently involved in tikkun olam at
Temple Beth Am or have been looking for your place
to plug into this important work, I hope you will all
join us for our Tikkun Olam Shabbaton on February 9.
Tikkun Olam Shabbaton schedule on page 14
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BETH AM COMMUNITY
Tikkun Olam Shabbaton: Recreating
Social Justice at Temple Beth Am

Small Groups: Beth Am
B'Yachad (Together) Coming Soon

Please join us for a day of worship, learning, and
action at our Tikkun Olam Shabbaton on Saturday,
February 9. If you can’t stay for the entire day,
please join us for as long as you are able. To
promote a respectful and productive discussion
of the proposed structure, however, we ask that
anyone who wants to participate be present for the
entire block from 12:45 – 3:45 PM.

As part of Temple Beth Am’s Strategic Plan, we will be
launching our first Small Groups initiative this year.
As Beth Am has grown into a larger congregation, we
want to make sure that members are connecting more
meaningfully with one another. Small Groups are a
great way to help us all connect more deeply to each
other, Jewish life, and our community.

By Executive Director Barbara Green

The Tikkun Olam Disappearing Task Force (Diane
Baer, Dan Beisel, Shelly F. Cohen, Emma Kahle,
Josh Kreisberg, Greg Roth, Susan Schulkin) has
been working since September to reimagine how
we can more effectively engage in social justice and
social action at Temple Beth Am.
At the Shabbaton, we will propose a new model
for social justice work and listen to your feedback
about what we have presented. I hope to see you
there!
Here’s the agenda for the day:
9:15 AM: Special Torah Study
10:30 AM: Services with social justice teaching
12:00 PM: Lunch
12:45 PM: Text study and discussion
1:15 PM: Presentation of proposed structure
2:00 PM: Interactive feedback
3:00 PM: Debrief
3:30 PM: Reflection and evaluation
3:45 PM: Havdallah

By Alexis Kort, Director of Community Engagement

Small Groups are Minyans of Meaning, which can
foster a greater sense of belonging as well as help
each member find their place within a synagogue
community. Many Reform congregations around
North America are experimenting with Small Groups,
and we are excited to bring this innovative idea into
action here at Beth Am.

What are Small Groups?
•

Intentional groups of 8 – 15 people, who get
together to learn, eat, pray, have fun, volunteer,
and/or just be together in community

•

Led by a Temple Beth Am member

•

Organized by passions, geography, demography, or
a combination of such

•

Meet a set number of times over a set period of
time

What will happen next?
•

In February, Beth Am B’Yachad Small Groups go
LIVE and folks can sign up via SignUp Genius to
participate

•

Groups will meet March – June 2019 (dates and
time will vary, most will meet 4 – 6 times during
those four months)

•

Small Groups will celebrate together at Shabbat
services on June 21, 2019

4:00 PM: Shabbaton adjourned

SMALL
GROUPS

B’Yachad

TOGETHER
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BETH AM COMMUNITY
Audacious Hospitality Begins at our Front Door
By Beth Am member Diana Brement

“To be truly welcoming...a congregation needs to
acknowledge and engage the people who come in the door.”
(URJ Audacious Hospitality handbook)

W

hether you are a long-time congregant or a firsttime visitor, when you come to services, you
should feel welcomed by a friendly face at the door.
Jewish tradition teaches us that “being truly gracious in
hospitality is holy,” says Rabbi Ruth A. Zlotnick, senior
rabbi at Temple Beth Am. After all, when Abram saw the
three strangers approaching, he didn’t just wave them
over, he ran to meet them (Gen. 18:2).
Last year’s Audacious Hospitality task force laid some
groundwork for making Beth Am more welcoming by
adding more greeters at High Holy Days services. Now
this group is expanding to having front-door greeters at
all 104 Shabbat services during the year.
Door greeters, Shamushim, and Board greeters are the
three components of making worshippers feel welcome.
Door greeters welcome guests and members at the front
entry doors, and Shamushim usher us into the Sanctuary,
distributing prayer books, handouts, and information
as well as helping people find seats. Traditionally, door
greeting has been done by Board members only, but we
need more volunteers on any given Shabbat than there
are Board members to fill those roles. Additionally, as
Board President Betsy K. Maurer notes, we can now give
all congregants the opportunity to enjoy this sacred task.
(Board members will continue to read announcements at
the end of services.)
So, please volunteer for this new opportunity: the corps
of door greeters known as Door L’Door! All that is
required is a friendly attitude and a willingness to come
early and continue greeting through the beginning
of services, after which you can join your friends and
family in the Sanctuary. It’s a chance to connect with
congregation and community as well as carry an ancient
Jewish custom into the future: l’dor va dor as part of Door
L’Door.
If you are interested, please email Diana Brement
at dbrement@comcast.net, or leave a message with
Executive Assistant Sara Bernson in the temple office.

O

n Saturday, July 21, 2018, I was at
temple to be the lay leader for Shabbat
morning services. I was in the foyer looking
for volunteer participants when a woman
that I didn’t recognize walked in.
A lovely aspect of minyan services is
that they are small enough – and the
congregants who attend on a regular basis
are an intimate enough group – that it is
easy to spot visitors. Typically, there has
not been a door greeter or shamus for
these services, so I greeted the woman and
quickly learned that not only was she new
to Temple Beth Am, she had never been in
a synagogue before. I showed her into the
Sanctuary and found a long-time member
to sit with her.
Continuing my search for participants, I
discovered three other people completely
new to Temple Beth Am. All were Seattle
newcomers who had looked up our service
times on our website and come without any
prior contact with the temple office.
This drove home the importance of having
both a front-door greeter and a shamus for
all services at Temple Beth Am. If no one
had been in the foyer when that woman
walked in, perhaps she wouldn’t have
stayed and that particular spiritual avenue
would have been closed to her. Also, it
doesn’t make a good first impression of our
congregation!
Greeting first time visitors as warmly as old
friends is important from a social, spiritual,
and religious standpoint. It’s as important
as directing visitors to the Sanctuary, the
coat room, or the restroom. Join the new
Door L’Door corps and bring your friendly
face, your cara hermoza, your shayna
punim to our doors!
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BETH AM COMMUNITY
The Importance of Synagogues

By BATY Communications Vice-President Alissa Berman

A

round 12 years ago, my parents made the
impactful decision to move from California to
Seattle. They didn’t have
many friends here, and our
family lived a long ferryride away. What they did
have was their faith. Back in
California, my mom, sister,
and I regularly attended
Tot Shabbat, and my
parents had several Jewish
friends. They needed a
community, so they decided
to expand on their previous
engagement and join Temple Beth Am.
I’m sure that my parents would tell you that was the
best decision they could have made, and I agree. Over
the years, as my parents have become more and more
ingrained in the temple community, they’ve told me
stories about how they automatically felt welcomed
at Beth Am. They ended up loving the community
so much that they went from hardly religious to
converting in 2008 and becoming Adult B’nai Mitzvah
last year.
This temple, like temples all over the world, creates a
community where it is easy to be Jewish. They create
a community that prays together, celebrates their
faith together,
and works to
understand
their religion
together.
Personally,
Temple Beth
Am has
connected me
Photo courtesy of Frances Gaul Photography
to the Jewish
faith on an indescribable level. I’ve laughed with my
friends countless times in the familiar Youth Lounge,
and I’ve struggled to learn the Hebrew letters in the

16

preschool classrooms. I complained about attending
High Holy Days services when I was younger and grew
to love Kol Nidre, both for its beautiful music and time
for reflection.
This personal connection to my temple – and the
personal connections people feel everywhere – are
what keep the Jewish faith alive in the US. Jews are
minorities in the US, which makes it easy to forget
to be Jewish. You have to make a conscious effort to
practice your religion in a place that doesn’t cater
to your beliefs. We have to skip school or work for
holidays and tell the Hanukkah story to that wellmeaning classmate
or co-worker for the
fourth year in a row.
Sometimes that’s too
much for people,
and they just stop
practicing Judaism
as their life grows
busier.
Synagogues create
a place that is “just
Jewish.” They create
a place where you
don’t have to be
the token Jew, and
you can have the
freedom to explore
your religion
Photo courtesy of Frances Gaul Photography
however you would
like. Synagogues are centers for learning, healing, and
laughter. They provide people with company in hard
times, employ rabbis to offer wisdom or just a listening
ear, and a place for Jews to keep our religion alive.
Simply put, Temple Beth Am is a place where you can
be Jewish without worrying about it. It is a place that
is free from the stress of ordinary life, and it is a place
that keeps the Jewish faith thriving in Seattle.
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BETH AM COMMUNITY
H2R – A Part of Who We Are

By Beth Am member Fred Diamondstone

F

or Simchat Sukkot, our Homeless to Renter (H2R) group celebrated under the sukkah at Temple Beth Am
to support this meaningful and impactful program. For 14 years, Beth Am has sustained this program and
helped 350 families move into housing. We steadily help 28 to 30 families a year with our partner, Jewish Family
Service (JFS). We do this for the many reasons that we joined Beth Am. To help repair the world, each in many
ways. We perform acts of loving-kindness and teach our children the value of doing so.
We are reminded that we, ourselves, were once homeless wanderers throughout history. From Egypt. From
Spain. From Germany and much of Europe. At times, even from the land of Israel. We offer a hand up, since we
have needed that hand.
At Sukkot, our featured speaker, Linda Olsen, talked of the importance of listening and responding to those in
need. That was how H2R began. We had hosted a tent city and learned what an insurmountable obstacle just
coming up with the deposit for rent or a permanent home was. In the 15-plus years since we have twice hosted a
tent city, rents and deposits have only risen. Homelessness touches our members and families, not just the larger
community.
Through H2R and JFS, we offer a hand to homeless families down on their luck due to sickness and medical bills,
loss of a job, domestic violence or divorce, or even the loss of an apartment due to an “upgrade” to a building.
The Knitzvah Knitters continue to crochet and knit lovely afghans that we share with many families. And
Women of the LDS Relief Society partner with us and make wonderful quilts for others.
Thank you, Temple Beth Am, for your support of more than 800 children and 400 parents (and a few
grandparents). Thank you for recognizing this is an effort worth sustaining. Thank you, Rabbi Janine C. Schloss
and Rabbi Allison B. Flash for teaching our children about this mitzvah; Wendy Marcus and Shawn Weaver for
bringing us music; and Rabbi Ruth A. Zlotnick, Rabbi Jason R. Levine, and the temple staff for your support.
If you want to become more directly involved with homelessness issues through Temple Beth Am, or share your
thoughts and ideas, contact Fred Diamondstone at fred@freddiamondstone.com.

New Members

Diane Puklin

Emily Begnel and Eric Groszman

Alicia and Joel Tieder with Tiago (15) and
Wyatt (1)

Emily Schlesinger and Hui Li with Gabriel (1)

Laurie and Todd Cohen with Brody (16), Carlie
(15), and Dylan (12)
Talia and Kevin Cronk with Gabriel (7), Henry
(5), and Lydia (1)
Gillian Gordon-Smith and Todd Smith with
Alexandra (9), Kira (6), and Trevor (6)
Mindy Iwen and Ben Steele with Eleanor (10)
Michelle McIntosh and Frank Angelo with
Miriam (5) and Olive (1)

Linda Whang and Randy Brown with Lila (10)

New Baby
James Graesser
July 16, 2018
Parents: Gillian Weiss and Daniel Graesser
Big sister: Eleanor
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Community Profile: Lila Greene
By Rachel Román / Beth Am Communications Lead

W

hands.

ith teenagers like Temple Beth Am member
Lila Greene, the future of Jewish life is in good

In her words, Lila, 18, “grew up at Temple Beth Am.”
The daughter of Beth Am members Beth and Richard
Greene and granddaughter of long-time member,
director of education for Temple Beth Am’s Religious
School, and former Board President Beth Weisberg,
Lila has been involved in the Beth Am community
since birth. She attended the temple’s Religious School
from pre-school through 12th grade. Even attending
high school at University Prep next door to the temple
felt “familiar and comfortable” due to the proximity
of Temple Beth Am and being in the same classrooms
from Religious School.

“NFTY has helped me form my Jewish identity and
the type of person that I want to be,” Lila says. “I’m
really passionate about helping other people connect
Jewishly.”
As soon as she stepped into the role, Lila says that she
was treated like an expert. “Teen engagement is such
an important part of our movement,” she says. “Reform
Judaism is all about continuing to grow, learn, and
connect to Judaism. Teens really embody that; they’re
innovative, inquiring, and can do incredible things.”

As North American president, Lila fills multiple roles.
She represents Jewish teens at Union for Reform
Judaism events and visits Reform congregations to
assist them with their teen programs. She says that
many congregations do not have the wealth of religious
“It’s really special to be at (Temple Beth Am),” she says. school and youth program offerings that Beth Am has,
“It’s such a warm and inviting community, and I always and she is able to use her knowledge of those programs
see someone that I know.”
to help other congregations build theirs.
Being active in
Beth Am Temple
Youth (BATY)
and attending
summer camp at
Camp Kalsman
and the URJ
Kutz Camp
inspired Lila’s
passion for
Jewish youth
engagement and the Reform Jewish movement. In her
freshman year of high school, Lila became involved
with NFTY NW, the regional branch of the Reform
Jewish youth movement. Following that, she served
as NFTY NW’s merchandising and fundraising vicepresident in her junior year of high school and regional
president her senior year. After graduating last spring,
she made the decision – with her parents’ blessing – to
postpone her first year of college in order to serve as
NFTY’s North American president. (She plans to start
college at American University in Washington D.C.
next year.)
18

This year, Lila will also help organize and connect
with Jewish leaders in planning the biannual NFTY
Convention, a five-day event that is the largest Reform
gathering outside of Biennial.
“This is all giving me the opportunity to give back to
the community that made me feel so welcome and
loved,” she says. “Having a first-hand experience in
planning, organizing, and helping other students is so
cool.”
While rewarding, the position requires a lot of travel.
Lila is on the road – mostly in Washington D.C. and
the northeast area – 75 percent of the time. That takes
her away from her temple community. But giving back
to the broader Jewish community is worth it, she says.
“At first, I was really sad that I was leaving my home
community,” she says. “As much as I miss hanging out
in Beth Am’s Youth Lounge, it’s really special being
able to take what I’ve learned there and help other
congregations.”
Lila Greene will be the guest speaker at Temple Beth
Am’s Freedom Shabbat on Friday, January 11. Go to
page 10 to learn more.

206-525-0915 • temple@templebetham.org • www.templebetham.org

BETH AM COMMUNITY
Temple Beth Am Board of Directors Nominations

A

re you interested in joining the Temple Beth Am Board of Directors? Beth Am’s Board is responsible for the
temple’s governance, establishing and upholding Beth Am’s mission and vision, and preparing for its successful future. The Board meets monthly, and members further the Board’s work by joining and leading various
committees, serving on tasks forces, contributing financially to Beth Am in a way that is personally meaningful,
and helping to cultivate community engagement.
The Board Nominating Committee is responsible for proposing a slate of Board Directors to the community at
the Annual Meeting. The Nominating Committee is looking for strategic thinkers and leaders with experience
and expertise in strategic planning, communications, financial management, people management, nonprofit
governance, and more. Please contact nominations@templebetham.org if you would like to learn more or to
request an application! All inquiries and applications are kept confidential.

F

eed your soul, heart, and mind:
linger in our Library and browse the
shelves. Or visit the online catalog at
templebetham/mysurpass.net.
We have seasonal displays, four-week
borrowing, picture books, chapter
books for primary grades and teens,
“free library of adult fiction,” history,
holidays, Israel, customs, Torah, culture,
art, music, and more.
Wish List: We would love to add some
specific, newer titles to our collection.
Books make great Hanukkah gifts, and
our librarian, Toby Harris, would be
happy to make recommendations! Our
wish lists are posted at Amazon, and
we would welcome new or gently used
book donations from these lists, though
not necessarily purchased at Amazon.

To look at our three wish lists (adult
books, picture books, and chapter
books), use the “Wish Lists Link” on the
Library page (under Learning) of the
Temple Beth Am website. Please note
that the page will open on any of the
three lists. The menu on the left of the
page allows you to select a different age
group. Or feel free to call Toby for ideas.
The Library is evolving! If you’d like
to volunteer and/or be part of future
strategic planning discussions, please
send an email to Toby at library@
templebetham.org or call her at 206525-0915.
Check out the Library Catalog at
http://templebetham.mysurpass.net/
Favorite kids’ Hanukkah book: Hershel
and the Hanukkah Goblins by Eric
Kimmel
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JEWISH SENIORS PROGRAMS
Hanukkah Candle Lighting
with Temple Beth Am’s KlezKidz
University Village
Tuesday, December 4, 6:00 PM

Hanukkah Schmooze

Wednesday, December 5, 1:00 – 3:00 PM
Reserve: Friday, November 30;
Emily Davis: 206-525-6723

Soup & Cinema

Nordic Heritage Museum, 2655 NW Market Street
Tuesday, December 11, 11:30 AM – 2:30 PM
Reserve: Tuesday, December 4;
Ulla Rychter: 206-546-3063

Academy Chamber Orchestra

Haller Lake United Methodist Church,
13055 1st Ave. NE
Wednesday, December 12, 7:30 PM
Anne Futterman: 206-523-4231

Endless Opportunity

Temple De Hirsch Sinai, 1441 16th Ave.
Thursday, December 13
Kate Speizer: 206-693-3046

Memorial for Madeline Buckley

Temple Beth Am, 2632 NE 80th St.
Wednesday, December 19, 2:00 - 4:00 PM

Current Events

th

12505 Greenwood Ave. N.
Wednesday, January 2, 11:45 AM
Reserve: Wednesday, December 26;
Ulla Rychter: 203-546-3056
20

Friday, January 4, 10:30 AM
Members: free; Senior non-members: $11
Reserve: Sunday, December 30;
Leah Vetter: 206-856-2875

Let’s Play Scrabble

Friday, January 11, 1:00 – 3:00 PM
Reserve: Tuesday, January 8;
Leah Vetter: 206-856-2875

Torah Study at Aljoya Thornton Place
450 NE 100th St.
Tuesday, January 15, 2:00 – 3:00 PM

Seattle Chamber Society

Friday, January 18, 1:15 PM
Nordstrom Recital Hall at Benaroya Hall
Ulla Rychter: 203-546-3056

Schmoovie

Sunday, January 20, 4:00 PM
Reserve: Monday, January 14;
Ulla Rychter: 206-546-3053

Endless Opportunity

Thursday, January 24, 10:30 AM
Temple De Hirsch Sinai, 1441 16th Ave.
Rabbi Kate Speizer: 206-693-3046

Current Events

Temple Beth Am, 2632 NE 80 St.
Friday, December 21
10:00 AM: Coffee and cookies
10:30 AM – 12:00 PM: Current Events
with Jacob Bolotin
12:15 PM: Planning Meeting

Ida Culver Broadview

Seattle Art Museum

Temple Beth Am, 2632 NE 80th St.
Friday, January 25
10:00 AM: Coffee and cookies
10:30 AM – 12:00 PM: Current Events
with Jacob Bolotin

Museum of History & Industry
860 Terry Ave. N.
Wednesday, January 30, 10:30 AM
Senior admission: $16.95
Reserve: Thursday, January 24;
Emily Davis: 206-525-6723
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FROM THE RABBI
Continued from page 1
wisdom,” irrespective of age. The Talmud further
teaches “the mitzvah (commandment) to honor a
‘zaken – elder’ includes the requirement to honor even
a young sage.” Additionally, the Septuagint, the Greek
translation of the Jewish Bible, teaches that Moses
viewed our youth as important and with whom we
must consult and gain wisdom.
Our ancestors teach that we must seek out wisdom,
insight, and even guidance from people of all ages. Our
elders are all around us, and we are encouraged to seek
them out, especially in our youth. Rabbi Ari Enkin
proclaims, “It is explained that the youth are indeed
the ‘important ones’ among the Jewish people! This is
because the future of the Jewish people rests upon the
youth.” We do not seek to diminish the importance of
the learned veterans of our community, whose wisdom
is boundless and cherished. We should widen our
understanding of who we are consulting, with whom
we are learning, and to what groups we open our ears
and hearts, and, more directly, on what topics.
All too
often we
consult with
youth only
on “youth
issues” or on
matters that
we deem
exclusively
relevant or
appropriate
to them.
In this
manner, we really are not seeing them as respected
elders but merely kids given an occasional seat at the
big table. Elsewhere in this same Talmudic tractate
Kiddushin (49b), we are told that it is also a mitzvah
(commandment) to stand before an elder when they
are not teaching Torah, i.e. the topic that we would
most expect them to teach. Our youth are passionate,
brilliant, committed, and have remarkable visions of
the Jewish future and, perhaps more importantly, on
the Jewish present (see "Making Change Now" on pg.

7 and "The Importance of Synagogues" on pg. 16).
We do ourselves and our community a disservice if
we decide on what they are qualified to weigh in. Give
them their voice. Give them their platform. Let them
decide where they will be a part of the communal
conversation.
NFTY North American President and Temple
Beth Am graduate, Lila Greene (profiled on pg. 18)
addressed this in an article co-written with Rabbi Liz
Zeller, NFTY’s Director of Learning and Innovation.
They write, “(Youth) might do things a little differently,
and perhaps they don’t have years of experience
and knowledge, but they bring their own invaluable
perspective to every project they take on. Teens are
creative and passionate and inspired partners. Adults
bring knowledge, experience, and perspective. This
is why we work towards equitable and supportive
partnerships. This is why we work together.”
In this regard, we are not only widening our
perspectives and gaining more wisdom from our youth
in places where we may not have previously realized
their tremendous value, we are embracing our role of
encouraging and supporting them to continue their
growth as our leaders. Lila and Rabbi Zeller speak
about “youth-adult partnerships” as the true goal.
But they “like any relationship, take work. It takes
commitment, communication, and empathy to work
towards a common goal, but, ultimately, it takes trust
to achieve success.”
We will not figure out the balance between the
generations overnight. Nor will we get it right every
time, far from it. Yet to be a congregation that truly
embraces Youth Engagement, we must consciously,
in all levels of our community, seek wisdom from
all of our elders, at all ages. Our BATY Board, 130+
Madrichim, B’nai Mitzvah students, jBATY Advisory
Group, and the hundreds and hundreds of youth in our
Temple Beth Am community are full of wisdom. Let
us listen and seek their knowledge. Let us honor their
words and stand by them, for they are the important
ones. Then we will truly be a wise congregation, from
all ages, gaining from all generations.
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Sunday

2632 NE 80th Street
Seattle, WA 98115
templebetham.org

2

Erev Hanukkah
9:00 AM-1:30 PM:
Adult Learning
9:45 AM: Religious School
3:30 PM: House Party

9

9:00 AM-1:30 PM:
Adult Learning
8:30 AM: Angeline’s Kitchen
Lunch Prep
9:45 AM: Religious School
10:00 AM: 2nd Grade Family
Education Program

16
9:00 AM-1:30 PM:
Adult Learning
9:45 AM: Religious School
10:00 AM: Knitzvah Knitters

23

No Religious School

30

No Religious School

3

Monday

First Day of
Hanukkah

10

17

24
31

Tuesday

Wednesday

5

12

19

12:00 PM: Downtown Lunch
& Learn
7:00 PM House Party

26

Thursday

27

20

13

6

December 2018
4

5:30 PM: Pizza
Dinner
6:00 PM: 8th Grade Lounge
Night
6:15 PM: Tuesday Night
Service
6:30 PM: Advanced/
Conversational Hebrew
6:45 PM: Religious School

11

5:30 PM: Pizza Dinner
6:15 PM: Tuesday Night
Service
6:30 PM: Advanced/
Conversational Hebrew
6:45 PM: Religious School

18

5:30 PM: Pizza Dinner
6:15 PM: Tuesday Night
Service
6:30 PM: Advanced/
Conversational Hebrew
6:45 PM: Religious School

25

Oﬃce Closed
No Religious School

7

Friday

Saturday

9:15 AM: Torah Study
10:30 AM: Shabbat Minyan
Service

29

9:15 AM: Torah Study, Tot
Shabbat
10:30 AM: Simon Bar Mitzvah
Shabbat Morning Service

22

9:15 AM: Torah Study
10:30 AM: Casso/Seitz B’nai
Mitzvah Shabbat Morning
Service

15

9:15 AM: Torah
Study
10:30 AM: Shabbat Minyan
Service
6:00 PM: Hanukkah
Community Party

8

9:15 AM: Torah Study
10:30 AM: Wintraub Bar
Mitzvah Shabbat Morning
Service

1

Kislev, Tevet 5779

4:00 PM

10:00 AM: PJ
Library
5:30 PM: Kinder Kabbalat and
YFBA Hanukkah Schmooze
8:00 PM: Choir Hanukkah
Shabbat Service

14

4:00 PM

10:00 AM: PJ Library
8:00 PM: Jazzy Kabbalat
Shabbat Service

21

4:07 PM

4:02 PM

10:00 AM: PJ Library
6:15 PM: Acoustic
Kabbalat Shabbat Service

28

Healing Challahs
10:00 AM: PJ Library,
Seattle Jewish Seniors
Current Events
6:15 PM: Klezmer
Kabbalat Shabbat
Service

For any calendar questions, please call Temple Beth Am at 206-525-0915.

6

9:00 AM-12:15 PM:
Adult Learning
9:45 AM: Religious School
10:00 AM: Artist/Scholar-inResidence Workshop
11:45 AM: Congregational
Meeting

29

5:30 PM: Pizza Dinner
6:15 PM: Tuesday Night
Service
6:30 PM: Advanced/
Conversational Hebrew
6:45 PM: Religious School

6:15 PM: Tuesday Night
Service
6:30 PM: Advanced/
Conversational Hebrew, Jewish
Literature Book Group
6:45 PM: Religious School

22
5:30 PM: Pizza Dinner

30

23

16

12:00 PM: Downtown Lunch
& Learn

9

2

Wednesday

31

24

17

10

3

Thursday

4

4:13 PM

11

26

19

9:15 AM: Torah Study
10:30 AM: Palmieri/AhrensSiegel B’nai Mitzvah Shabbat
Morning Service

12

9:15 AM: Torah Study
10:30 AM: Garvey Bar Mitzvah
Shabbat Morning Service

9:15 AM: Torah Study, Tot
Shabbat
10:30 AM: Shabbat Minyan
Service
7:30 PM: Artist/Scholar-inResidence Concert

NFTY NW Winter Kallah

4:31 PM

Healing Challahs
10:00 AM: PJ Library, Seattle
Jewish Seniors Current
Events
6:15 PM: Artist/Scholarin-Residence Kabbalat
Shabbat Service
4:42 PM

25

6:15 PM: Experimental
Shabbat

18
10:00 AM: PJ Library

4:22 PM

10:00 AM: PJ Library
8:00 PM: Freedom Shabbat
Service

5

9:00 AM: Judaism
Shabbaton
9:15 AM: Torah Study
10:30 AM: Learner’s
Minyan Service

Saturday

Tevet, Shevat 5779

10:00 AM: PJ Library
6:00 PM: Kinder
Kabbalat Shabbat
8:00 PM: Choir Kabbalat
Shabbat Service

Friday

For any calendar questions, please call Temple Beth Am at 206-525-0915.

28

27

21
Oﬃce Closed

15

2:00 PM: Quarterly Torah
Study at Aljoya Place
5:30 PM: Pizza Dinner
6:15 PM: Tuesday Night
Service
6:30 PM: Advanced/
Conversational Hebrew
6:45 PM: Religious School

14

5:30 PM: Pizza Dinner
6:15 PM: Tuesday Night
Service
6:30 PM: Advanced/
Conversational Hebrew
6:45 PM: Religious School

8

Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Tu B’Shevat

Winter Kallah

1

Oﬃce Closed
No Religious School

Tuesday

January 2019

7

Monday

Adult Learning
9:45 AM: Religious School
10:00 AM: Knitzvah Knitters

20
9:00 AM-12:15 PM:

9:00 AM-12:15 PM:
Adult Learning
8:30 AM: Angeline’s Kitchen
Lunch Prep
9:45 AM: Religious School
10:00 AM: All-Grades Parent
Schmooze

13

9:00 AM-12:15 PM:
Adult Learning
9:45 AM: Religious School
11:00 AM: RAC Reads
12:30 PM: Papercutting with
Sisters of Beth Am

Sunday
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TIME DATED MATERIAL

The
Secret
Garden
Sowing the Seeds
of Community

Save the date
the evening of
Saturday, March 9, 2019

Temple Beth Am’s
Annual Gala & Auction
Fairmont Olympic Hotel

