y
l
h
t
n
o
m
i
b
the

bulletin

Te m p l e B e t h A m

"Creation / Creativity"
August / September 2018 | Av 5778 - Tishrei 5779,Vol. 65, No. 6
Tapestry designed by Beth Am member and artist Erika Michael (profile pg. 18) and stitched by 14 Beth Am members hangs on a
wall in the K'hilah Center

Ma'asei V'reisheet /
Acts of Creation
In Your goodness, You daily renew Creation

W

hat does being creative mean to you? Is
“creativity” a label designated only for those
individuals with artistic talents – visual artists,
musicians, dancers, filmmakers? For sure, the artists
among us remind us of the power of creativity. They
thrill us and challenge us by presenting the world anew
through their art form. And yet, even if you’ve never

Rabbi Ruth A. Zlotnick
rabbiruth@templebetham.org
206-525-0915 x217

picked up a paintbrush, or composed a song, or tapped
out a story on a keyboard, Judaism teaches that we all
have within us wellsprings of creativity and innovation
– wellsprings we can access to transform ourselves, our
congregation, and the world.
Our tradition attests that God’s creativity began with
bringing forth light, forming heaven and earth, and
all that dwells therein. However, God’s creativity did
Continued on page 21
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Friday Services			

Saturday Services

Kinder Kabbalat Shabbat

Shabbat Morning Service

Friday, August 3/ 6:00 PM

Choir Kabbalat Shabbat
Friday, August 3 / 8:00 PM

Jazzy Kabbalat Shabbat

Friday, August 10 / 8:00 PM

Acoustic Kabbalat
Shabbat and Annual
Shabbat BBQ

Friday, August 17 / 6:15 PM

Klezmer Kabbalat
Shabbat
and Healing Challahs

Friday, August 24 / 6:15 PM

Saturday, August 4 / 10:30 AM / Parsha: Ekev
B’not Mitzvah of Lucia Stoller, daughter of Rebecca
and Andy Stoller; and Louisa Rudo, daughter of Rona
Frimmer and Jeremy Rudo

Shabbat Morning Service

Saturday, August 11 / 10:30 AM / Parsha: Re’eh
B’nai Mitzvah of Adam Fisher, son of Sarah KremenHicks and Matt Fisher; and Aidan Megathlin, son of
Elizabeth and Mark Megathlin

Shabbat Morning Service

Saturday, August 18 / 10:30 AM / Parsha: Shoftim
B’nai Mitzvah of Max Finkelstein, son of Nora Paille
and Fred Finkelstein; and Zac Petrillo, son of Elizabeth
and David Petrillo

Tot Shabbat

Saturday, August 25 / 9:15 AM

Kabbalat Shabbat

Friday, August 31 / 6:15 PM

Shabbat Morning Service

Saturday, August 25 / 10:30 AM / Parsha: Ki Tetze
Bat Mitzvah of Miriam Miller-Friday, daughter of
Nancy Friday and Mark Miller
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“Like” us at
www.facebook.com/
templebethamseattle

S H A B B AT S E R V I C E S

Friday Services			

–

SEPTEMBER

Saturday Services

Kinder Kabbalat Shabbat

Shabbat Minyan Service

Choir Kabbalat Shabbat

Selichot

Shabbat Shuvah Service

Shabbat Minyan Service

Acoustic Kabbalat Shabbat

Shabbat Shuvah Service

Klezmer Kabbalat Shabbat
and Healing Challahs

Tot Shabbat and Shabbat Minyan Service

Friday, September 7/ 6:00 PM

Saturday, September 1 / 10:30 AM / Parsha: Ki Tavo

Friday, September 7 / 8:00 PM

Saturday, September 1 / 7:00 PM

Saturday, September 8 / 10:30 AM / Parsha: Nitzavim

Friday, September 14 / 8:00 PM

Saturday, September 15 / 10:30 AM / Parsha: Vayelech

Friday, September 21 / 6:15 PM

Saturday, September 22 / 9:15 AM and 10:30 AM /
Parsha: Ha’azinu

Friday, September 28 / 6:15 PM

Shabbat Morning Service

Saturday, September 29 / 10:30 AM / Parsha: Ki Tisa
B’not Mitzvah of Lila Greenspun, daughter of Jillian
Tacher and Bob Greenspun; and Talya Plank daughter
of Ronit and Colin Plank

Rosh Hashanah

Yom Kippur

Sunday, Sept. 9

Tuesday, Sept. 18

Monday, Sept. 10

Wednesday, Sept. 19

Sukkot

Simchat Torah

Sunday, Sept. 23

Sunday, Sept. 30

Monday, Sept. 24

Monday, Oct. 1

High Holy Days tickets will be sent to members in
good standing in early August with our High Holy
Days booklet. To purchase tickets, please go to
the High Holy Days section on our homepage at
templebetham.org. This will take you to Greater
Giving where you may purchase your tickets. If you
have questions please contact Executive Assistant Sara
Bernson at sara@templebetham.org.

Temple Beth Am

High Holy Days 2018 / 5779

Ma'asei V'reisheet / Acts of Creation:

In Your goodness, You daily renew Creation

206-525-0915 • temple@templebetham.org • www.templebetham.org

3

FROM THE PRESIDENT

Betsy K. Maurer
Temple Beth Am President

I

president@templebetham.org

n Jewish morning prayers, we proclaim, “From
God’s goodness, God always renews the work of
creation (ma’asei v’reisheet) each day.” Our Jewish
liturgy conveys an attitude of hope and renewal.
Although we cannot know ahead of time with any
certainty what form the renewal will take, we may be
empowered with joy to innovate in sacred partnership
and, as Rabbi Ruth A. Zlotnick has encouraged us, “to
transform ourselves, our congregation, and the world.”
Over the coming year, the Temple Beth Am Board
of Directors will be focused on acts of innovation
that will renew our congregation financially for the
following year. Accepting the operational constraints
that we cannot change, we will be bringing fresh
perspectives to the aspects that we can modify. We
will be grappling with competing priorities as we
remain committed to presenting our congregation
with a balanced budget. Working in sacred partnership
with clergy, staff, and dedicated volunteers, we will
be welcoming creative approaches to allocating and
increasing our financial resources. I cannot predict
what decisions the Board will make; I can only say
they will be new mission-driven decisions because our
situation each year is new. We cannot simply cut and
paste from the current budget.

As the Torah teaches us, the work of creation that
goes into a synagogue poses challenges and takes
time. Compare the amount of text the Torah devotes
to creation of the universe and creation of the first
sanctuary, the tabernacle in the wilderness. The Torah
covers the creation of the universe in one chapter
plus three lines of Genesis (Bereisheet) or 34 verses.
However, the Torah devotes much of five distinct
weekly Torah portions – between 500 - 600 verses – to
the creation of the first synagogue for the Israelites.
While there are no doubt many explanations for the
difference in length between these two “creation”
stories, I would like to share a few observations
4

Temple Governance:

Acts of Creation and Renewal
relevant to the ongoing creation, so to speak, of
Temple Beth Am. Creating the universe was simpler
in some key respects. God acted as a solo creative
force, accomplished the task in six days, and singularly
evaluated the results as good. By contrast, our annual
congregational budget is a team effort, months in the
making, and every member of our community who
is eligible to vote under our bylaws can express an
opinion on the final work product. Perhaps the authors
of the Torah who wrote at such great length about the
creation of the first synagogue had a keen appreciation
for large group projects.
As we reflect on 5778 and explore how we might
transform ourselves and our community in 5779,
please know your Board will be bringing the
inspiration of ma’asei v’reisheet, acts of creation, and
the hope that accompanies such renewal to the sacred
work of guiding the development of a balanced budget
that reflects Temple Beth Am’s mission and values.

Open Comment Period
for Proposed Bylaws

Some transformations are years in the making.
After 30-plus interviews, two congregational
forums, several Board meetings, multiple
consultations with outside legal counsel, and
countless committee meetings, the Board of
Directors is pleased to share a complete draft
of new temple bylaws for congregation-wide
input. The Open Comment Period runs from
Saturday, September 1 – Monday, October 15.
The Board will then consider your input before
recommending a set of bylaws for adoption by
the congregation in late 2018 or early 2019.
The draft bylaws and FAQs will be available
to read on our website at templebetham.org.

206-525-0915 • temple@templebetham.org • www.templebetham.org

E X E C U T I V E D I R E C TO R

Barbara Green
Executive Director

Benchmarking Results

barbara@templebetham.org
206-525-0915 x208

T

hank you to the almost 400 people who
participated in the URJ Congregational
Benchmarking and Assessment Project. The results are
in!

That said, most congregations (including Temple Beth
Am) scored relatively low on leadership development,
and, consistent with the Strategic Plan, this will be an
area of focus for us in the next few years.

Before I share them with you, I want to remind
you about this project. The Benchmarking Project
consisted of three components: a congregation-wide
survey, a qualitative Board assessment, and a financial
and operating assessment.

Here are some highlights from the financial and
operating assessment:

Overall, Temple Beth Am fared quite well as compared
to other congregations. The numbers in parentheses
are the averages of our cohort members.
Here are some highlights from the congregational
survey:
•

89% said you were likely to recommend Temple
Beth Am (89%)

•

71% said Beth Am has helped you grow
spiritually or intellectually as a Jew (68%)

•

75% said Beth Am has helped you develop a
deeper sense of belonging to a community,
something bigger than yourself (68%)

•

76% said Professional Leadership present a
compelling vision of Jewish life that resonates
with you (67%)

•

86% said Volunteer Leadership makes you feel
welcome (76%)

•

Temple Beth Am has a growth rate of 5.9% (1.5%)

•

Temple Beth Am provides financial support for
dues and tuition of 54% (23%)

•

Temple Beth Am receives 20% of its revenue
from fundraising (22%)

While we want Temple Beth Am to be open to all
regardless of their ability to pay, we will also look at
ways to ensure that people are paying their fair share,
so that we can sustain the congregation.
While there were not many surprises in the data – and
much of it supports the direction that we are moving
in with our Strategic Plan – there is a lot of useful
information that will help us work together to create
innovations to enhance Temple Beth Am now and in
the future.

Here are some highlights from the Board Assessment
Survey:
Temple Beth Am exceeded or met the other
congregations in all four areas measured:
•

Mission, Vision, and Values

•

Governance

•

Leadership Culture

•

Leadership Development
206-525-0915 • temple@templebetham.org • www.templebetham.org
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RELIGIOUS SCHOOL

Rabbi Janine C. Schloss
Director of Education
rabbijanine@templebetham.org

Creating Community
(for kids and parents!)

206-525-0915 x216

I

t is hard to believe that Religious School starts in
September! If you have not yet registered your child,
please do so as quickly as possible. Assistant Director
of Education Rabbi Allison B. Flash and I spend a
week placing every child individually in their class or
classes, and if you register your child after we’ve placed
everyone, it becomes very difficult to honor your
child’s friend requests.

Register for Religious School

The first day of Religious School is
on Sunday, September 23. Give your
child the gift of a Jewish education by
registering them today. Contact the
Beth Am Administrative Assistant
for Education and Membership at
AdminSupport@templebetham.org.

Why do we care so much about friend requests? Our
job is to help your child learn about Judaism and
Hebrew. Equally important, though, is for your child to
make friends and feel a part of the temple community.
We work towards creating community in a number of
ways. First, we make sure that students are in classes
with their friends. After all, if they get to see their
friends when they come to Religious School, they
are more likely to attend regularly and stay in school
longer. Second, we ask the teachers to lead mixers / ice
breakers on a regular basis – and not just at the start
of the school year. The stronger the class community
can become, then the more your child will bond with
peers.

community and friends. This is where BAPA (Beth Am
Parent Association) comes in! We strongly encourage
parents to attend the various BAPA Schmoozes
throughout the year (in October, January, and June)
and the grade-level potlucks and picnics. In addition to
these opportunities to meet and greet at temple, BAPA
has also been helping parents organize grade-level
get togethers at people’s homes, called Kitah Potlucks
(detailed in the February / March Bulletin: http://
templebetham.org/images/Bulletin/February-March2018-Bulletin_interactive.pdf). Some grades have
had as many as four Kitah Potlucks in a year, and the
families who attend feel like they are really connecting
with each other.
I look forward to a fantastic year filled with creating
friendships and community!

New Babies

Levia Rosenklein
June 9, 2018
Parents: Elaine Klein and Ari Rosen
Big sister: Eliora
Eliana Ruth Gass
June 12, 2018
Parents: Michele Collins-Gass and Chris Gass
Big sister: Willow

You can help your child create community and
build friendships when you, the parents, have found

6
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B E T H A M T E M P L E Y O U T H ( B AT Y )

David Lizzo
Director of Youth Engagement
david@templebetham.org

I

The Innovation
of Creation

206-525-0915 x209

hope you all had a wonderful summer and are
as excited as I am for the New Year. On Rosh
Hashanah, we celebrate creation and all the wonders it
brings. In this time, we take a moment to think about
the past year and all of the goodness and connections
we will make in the coming year. The Torah tells us
that when God created the world, God did this with
a word. As with all of our stories, there is a lesson
in this. As it says in Genesis, “God said ‘Let there be
light’...and God saw all that God made and said it was
good” (Gen. 1:3). As we are made in God’s image, so
too should we create with our words. In our youth
community, I take this to mean that we should go out
and talk to people, meet them, and get to know them.
And if our words are good, our deeds will be good, and
the relationships that we create will be good.
The creation of the world did not just take one word or
even one day. The creation of the world as described
in the Torah is a process. And each step along the
way, God checked the work to make sure it was good.
I believe the creation that we do is a process as well,
not a singular event. It is something we have to not
only celebrate but maintain and improve upon. As we
celebrate the end of last year and the beginning of the
new one in BATY, we ask ourselves in what new ways
can we improve? Creation needs innovation, so that
it doesn’t become stagnant. As we start the New Year,
BATY will be innovative in the way that we connect to
our community. We will do this by involving more of
our members in creating events that interest them. We
will also identify ways that we can become involved
in the larger Temple Beth Am community by forming
partnerships with other groups.

Upcoming Youth Events:
Yom Kippur Teen Service

Wednesday, September 19, 11:45 AM – 1:30 PM
University Prep Theater
All 8th – 12th graders are welcome.

NFTY Leadership Training Institute
Friday – Sunday, September 21-23
Camp Kalsman
All 9th – 12th graders are welcome.

BATY Kick-Off Event at Wild Waves

Saturday, September 29
All 9th – 12th graders are welcome. Details to follow.

jBATY Kick-Off Event

Sunday, October 14
All 6th – 8th graders are welcome. Details to follow.

Club 45 Kick-Off Event

Sunday, October 21
All 4th – 5th graders are welcome. Details to follow.

The New Year is always an exciting time. It’s a time
to look back at the lessons from last year and look
forward to the opportunities for all of the good that we
can create in the coming year.
206-525-0915 • temple@templebetham.org • www.templebetham.org
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DEVELOPMENT

Rachel Schachter
Director of Development

Farewell,
Friends

rachel@templebetham.org
206-525-0915 x213

T

he Talmud tells us that giving and acts of
kindness are the equivalent of all of the mitzvot
(commandments) of the Torah (Jerusalem Talmud,
Pe’ah, 1:1). In my four years as your Director of
Development, I have had the privilege of working with
many of you to help you live out your Jewish values
through acts of generosity that have strengthened our
community.
Over the past fiscal year alone, our community made
798 tributes to honor or remember others or to wish
others a refuah shaleyma (a speedy recovery). These
tributes raised nearly $70,000 for Temple Beth Am’s
special funds, including camperships, Religious
School scholarships, Homeless to Renter, and more –
representing a 153% increase in income from tribute
gifts and a 79% increase in number of tribute gifts over
the last four years. Your thoughtfulness and generosity
of spirit is a key part of what makes Temple Beth Am
such a special place.
I have also loved working with our incredible
volunteers. Thanks to the hard work and dedication
of our Board of Directors and our Development
Committee, we successfully completed our Nachshon
Campaign, helping to secure the future of our
congregation. And thanks to our Gala Committee –
a group that works tirelessly from August through
March – we enjoyed another wonderful auction that
both built community and provided annual funding
for Beth Am.

building security, and professional development
(through the Beth Weisberg Educators Fund). We
also built two new endowment funds: the Brenda
Preminger Memorial Fund for Lifelong Learning and
the Capital Improvements Fund. Working with these
very special donors to help Beth Am realize some of
our greatest needs has been a joy.
I am honored to have been a part of this community
– both as a member of the staff and as a congregant.
Thank you for the opportunity to help our
congregation come together to engage in the mitzvah
of supporting our community.
On Friday, August 17, my fiancé, Len Mitchell, and
I will celebrate our aufruf (a traditional ceremony
preceding our wedding) during Acoustic Kabbalat
Shabbat services here at Temple Beth Am. I hope
you will join us! Just a few days later, we’ll be on our
way to Minneapolis where I’ll step into my new role
as Director of Advancement at Temple Israel, a large
Reform congregation. I grew up in Minnesota, so I’m
looking forward to being closer to home and spending
more time with my family. Please know that I’ll be
thinking of you from far away and reflecting fondly on
the many memories and friendships I’ve made during
my time here. L’hitraot (until we meet again)!

Over the past four years, our major gifts program has
grown considerably. We have been able to purchase
new machzorim (High Holy Days prayerbooks) for
our congregation, as well as new year-round and
High Holy Days Torah covers. We received significant
funding to support many programs and initiatives,
including the Madrichim (teacher’s assistants)
program, the Religious School scholarship program,
8
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LIFELONG LEARNING
For 2018 – 2019 our learning theme of the year is Ma'asei V'reisheet / Acts of Creation: In Your
goodness, You daily renew Creation. We have many opportunities in the calendar this year to study
Torah, learn Hebrew, and join a book group discussion. We will also offer our Scholar-in-Residence
weekend and University Lecture Series in 2019. Keep an eye out for new lectures, classes, films, and
more throughout the year!

Shabbat Morning Torah Study
Saturdays, 9:15 AM

Temple Beth Am’s popular
weekly Torah Study is a
start-to-finish approach
to the text: instead of
focusing on the weekly
portion, we will continue
our exploration of the
Torah as we work our way each week through the
entire text. It may take a few years because it will
include commentary (after seven years, we’ve made
it to Leviticus!), lively discussion, and a chance to go
deeper. You are invited – whatever your skill set – to
join us at any time and be part of reading the whole
Torah.

Downtown Lunch and Learn

Wednesdays, 12:00 – 1:00 PM
October 17, November 14, December 19, January 16,
February 20, March 27, April 17, May 22, June 19
Law offices of K&L Gates: 925 4th Ave (4th and Madison
Building), Suite 2900, Conference Room 10
Creativity in all areas: This year, inspired by our annual
learning theme, we will study creativity and innovation
and how it appears in so many areas of the Jewish
world. You don’t have to work downtown to attend;
just bring your own lunch and enjoy a dynamic hour of
learning together.

Parsha & Poker

Wednesdays, 7:00 PM
October 17, November 14, December 19, January 16,
February 20, March 27, April 17, May 22, June 19
Temple Beth Am
Learn a little Torah with Rabbi Jason R. Levine, enjoy
each other’s company, and play a friendly game of
poker at Temple Beth Am. Winner takes all in this fun
tournament. $20 buy-in. Snacks provided.

Quarterly Torah Study at
Aljoya Thornton Place

450 NE 100th St., Seattle, WA 98125
Tuesdays, 2:00 – 3:00 PM
November 6, January 15, March 5, May 7
A special opportunity for Seniors to join with Rabbi
Ruth A. Zlotnick for a Torah discussion at Aljoya
Thornton Place in the Northgate neighborhood. Coffee
and cookies provided; come prepared to enjoy this
hour of learning. Torah Study at Aljoya is open to
everyone – please sign in at the front desk if you are
not a resident and join us in the Conference Center.

Women’s Torah Study

Sundays, 12:30 – 2:00 PM
Beth Am K’hilah Room 226
Beatrice Lawrence, Professor
of Theology and Religious
Studies at Seattle University,
will lead this dynamic study
session, using The Torah: a
Women’s Commentary as a
guide for discussion. The Torah
portion for the week will serve
as a spring board for broader
conversation around gender and Jewish text. Everyone
is welcome, regardless of your Torah background.
Please email Beth Am Executive Assistant Sara Berson
at sara@templebetham.org or call her at 206-525-0915
to put your name on the monthly reminder list for
Women’s Torah Study.
October 14: Lech Lecha
November 18: Vayishlach
December 9: Vayigash
January 27: Mishpatim

206-525-0915 • temple@templebetham.org • www.templebetham.org

February 24: Vayakhel
March 17: Tzav
April 28: Achrei Mot
May 19: Behar
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LIFELONG LEARNING
Hebrew for Adults

Sundays, October 7 – May 12
(24 classes total): October 7, 21, 28; November 4, 11,
18; December 2, 9, 16; January 6, 13, 20, 27; February
3, 10, 24; March 3, 10, 17, 31; April 14, 28; May 5, 12
$300 for members; $350 for non-members
Includes the cost of books and materials.
Our approach to Hebrew at Temple Beth Am is for
people to learn the alef-bet and prayer book Hebrew,
focusing on the blessings that we use most often and
during Shabbat services. Jewish educator and Hebrew
instructor Debbie Massarano will be teaching our
Adult Hebrew classes for 2018-2019. If you have any
questions about the classes, please contact her at
bethamdebbie@gmail.com. Register for Hebrew at
www.templebetham.org.

Intermediate Prayerbook Hebrew

Sundays, 10:00 – 11:00 AM
Beth Am K’hilah Rm. 237
This course is designed for anyone who can read
basic Hebrew. We will continue to develop reading
comprehension and basic Hebrew vocabulary while
practicing reading and singing along for Shabbat
services.

Beginning Prayerbook Hebrew

Sundays, 11:15 AM – 12:15 PM
Beth Am K’hilah Rm. 237
For those with little or no previous exposure
to Hebrew, this introductory course focuses on
developing the foundation for reading comprehension
and a basic Hebrew vocabulary.

Yiddish

Yiddish resources and programming at Temple Beth
Am are made possible in part by grant funding from
the Alfred and Tillie
Shemanski Trust Fund and
support from the Bernard
and Reva Broder Fund for
Yiddish Culture. For more
information on Yiddish at
Temple Beth Am, contact
instructor Wendy Marcus.
These classes are held at
Wendy’s house and are
open to anyone interested
in embracing di mameloshn (the mother tongue).
Please contact Wendy Marcus at wendymarcus1954@
gmail.com for more information and to register.
Our self-led Intermediate and Advanced Yiddish
groups meet at 12:00 PM and 1:00 PM on Wednesdays
at Temple Beth Am.

Beginners

Sundays, October 7 – December 16,
11:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Advanced Beginners

Sundays, October 7 – December 16, 12:30 – 1:30 PM

Advanced Beginners

Tuesdays, October 2 – December 18, 1:00 – 2:00 PM

Advanced / Conversational Hebrew

Tuesdays, 6:30 – 8:00 PM
Beth Am K’hilah Rm. 236
For students who can read Hebrew fluently and would
like to continue to increase your vocabulary as well as
hone your reading skills and comprehension; this is
also an opportunity for people who would like to learn
some conversational modern Israeli Hebrew. Want to
follow along with Israeli rock-and-roll and films – this
is the class for you!
10
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LIFELONG LEARNING
Union for Reform Judaism:
Introduction to Judaism

Sundays, October 7, 2018 – April 28, 2019,
9:00 – 10:45 AM
K’hilah Room 226
$200 for synagogue members; $280 for non-members
The tuition fee allows for either one or two people to
attend; couples are encouraged to attend together and
singles may invite an interested friend.
Temple Beth Am is excited to offer again the revamped
and upgraded Introduction to Judaism class in
partnership with the Union for Reform Judaism (URJ).
Taught by Rabbi Jason R. Levine, this course is used
across North America and is recognized universally
by Reform synagogues, using URJ curriculum and
resources for adults interested in exploring Judaism,
including a Shabbaton designed specifically for this
class. Topics include Jewish rituals, Jewish theology,
history, prayer, life cycle, holidays, and comparative
Judaism.
Registration for URJ: Introduction to Judaism is
through the Union for Reform Judaism. Go to their
website to sign-up at: http://www.reformjudaism.
org/learning/intro-judaism/introduction-judaismseattle or contact Rabbi Sabine Meyer at
smeyer@urj.org.

New Jewish Writing from Around the World
Book Group

Once a month on Tuesdays, October 16 – May 14,
6:30 – 8:00 PM
Beth Am K’hilah Rm. 226
Following our Israeli Author’s Book Club from 20152016, Jewish Feminist Book Club from 2016-2017,
and Immigrant / Refugee Book Club from 2017-2018,
we are continuing this year with an evening Temple
Beth Am book club format to discuss modern Jewish
literature. All discussions are moderated by members
of Beth Am. If you are interested in leading a book
discussion or have suggestions for a topic / books for
next year, please be in touch with Beth Am Director of
Community Engagement Alexis Kort at
alexis@templebetham.org.
October 16: Forest Dark by Nicole Krauss
(American set in Israel)
November 13: The Weight of Ink by Rachel Kadish
(American set in England)
January 15: The Best Place On Earth by Ayelet Tsabari
(Yemenite-Israeli)
February 12: Hope: a Tragedy: A Novel by Shalom
Auslander (American)
April 16: The Patriots by Sana Krasikov (Russian)
May 14: The Ministry of Special Cases by Nathan
Englander (American set in Argentina)

206-525-0915 • temple@templebetham.org • www.templebetham.org
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ENGAGEMENT
RAC Reads: Social Justice Book Group

Quarterly on Sundays, November 4 – May 5,
11:00 AM – 12:30 PM
Beth Am K’hilah Rm. 226
The Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism (RAC)
has selected best-selling books that address relevant
social justice topics and created reading guides that
provide questions to guide discussions, tips on getting
started, and resources to help us take action. Reform
Jews across North America have been coming together
in their own communities to read, explore, and discuss
social justice-themed books. For more information,
visit: https://rac.org/rac-reads-social-justice-themedliterature-discussions.

November 4:

Idriss Mosque Annual Community BBQ

Sunday, August 12, 2018 2:00 – 5:00 PM
At Idriss Mosque, 1420 NE Northgate Way, 98125
Temple Beth Am members
and friends are invited to
this summer community
tradition and celebration.
This year, it may take on
special significance for our
communities as a follow up
to our wonderful Mimouna
celebration in April. The afternoon includes delicious
food prepared and served by the mosque community
and tours of the mosque, usually led by Idriss Mosque
youth. For more information, please contact Beth Am
Director of Community Engagement Alexis Kort at
alexis@templebetham.org.

A Conversation with 46th District Legislators
Tuesday, August 21,
Doors: 6:30 PM, Program: 7:00 – 9:00 PM
Temple Beth Am
A focus on the state revenue and moral budget. Cosponsored by Temple Beth Am and Faith Action
Network (FAN).

Bystander Intervention Training
January 6: Between the World and Me
by Ta-Nehisi Coates
March 3: Waking Up White by Debby Irving

May 5:

12

Sunday, September 30, 1:00 - 3:30 PM
University Congregational Church
Temple Beth Am is co-hosting a repeat of our January
2018 Bystander Training with Krystal Marx. Have you
ever wondered how you’d intervene if you see someone
being harassed in public because of their skin color or
religious identity? Bystanders can speak up when they
witness threatening behavior. This training will teach
you how to engage in situations of public harassment
without escalating the danger. Space is limited; watch
eHappenings for registration information.

206-525-0915 • temple@templebetham.org • www.templebetham.org

Temple Beth Am’s

ANNUAL
SHABBAT
BBQ
Friday, August 17
after 6:15 PM Shabbat services
We’re throwing a beach-themed BBQ with a
delicious catered dinner, drinks, and dessert.
$20 adults, $10 children (6-16 years old),
free for kids 5 and under and new members
Registration and more information through
templebetham.org.

206-525-0915 • temple@templebetham.org • www.templebetham.org
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ENGAGEMENT

VOLUNTEER

Direct Service Volunteer Opportunities with
Temple Beth Am

Are you looking for ways to engage in direct tikkun
olam work this year? Temple Beth Am partners with
several amazing non-profit organizations to help
feed homeless people in our city, and they are always
looking for more helping hands. We are also looking
for volunteers to welcome Shabbat with Jewish seniors
at the Ida Culver House in Ravenna. Visit our website
at templebetham.org for contact information and to
sign up for any of these great mitzvot!
Teen Feed: 1st Thursday of the month in the University
District
YouthCare Orion Center: 5th Wednesday of the
month downtown
Angeline’s Day Center Meal Prep: One Sunday every
month at Temple Beth Am
Lake City Meals: 3 Sunday of the month in Lake City
rd

Shabbat Volunteers at Ida Culver: 1st Friday of every
month in Ravenna

House Parties with Clergy
and Beth Am members

October – January
In 2014, we hosted a
series of house parties
to welcome Rabbi
Ruth A. Zlotnick
to our synagogue,
so everyone had
the opportunity to
meet her and share
more about our
congregation while connecting with one another.
This fall and winter, we invite you once again to
the homes of various wonderful members of our
congregation to spend time together with our clergy
team to talk more about spirituality, prayer, and what
moves you Jewishly about our synagogue and hear
more about what the next year will bring at Beth Am.
This is a great way to spend quality, casual time with
the rabbis and cantor and your fellow congregants
outside of the synagogue. Gatherings will be held in
neighborhoods in and around Seattle in the hope that
everyone in our community will be able to attend.
Please note that space is limited at each.
If you need help signing up, contact Beth Am Director
of Community Engagement Alexis Kort at
alexis@templebetham.org
•

House parties will be held October through
January.

•

All members are invited to sign up for ONE
house party, ideally in or close to their
neighborhood.

•

Go to our website for a full list of dates, times,
and locations later in August.

•

On our site, click through the link to register.

•

Two weeks before the party, members will
receive an email with the exact address,
directions, and any specific information.

Sign up information will be available later in August,
so check back at templebetham.org and stay tuned for
an eHappenings notification for when sign up is open.
14
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BETH AM COMMUNITY
Moving Audacious Hospitality Forward at Temple Beth Am
By Alexis Kort, Director of Community Engagement

F

ollowing up from our 2018
Scholar-in-Residence weekend
with the Union for Reform Judaism’s
Vice President of Audacious
Hospitality, April Baskin, we
convened an Audacious Hospitality
learning group that met for six
sessions this spring to work through
the “URJ Audacious Hospitality Toolkit: A Guide to
Welcoming All in Your Congregation, Community,
and Beyond.”
Audacious Hospitality
is a transformative
spiritual practice
rooted in the belief that
we will be a stronger,
more vibrant Jewish
community when
we fully welcome
and incorporate the
diversity that is the
reality of modern
Jewish life.
Members of Beth Am:
Galen Basse, Shelly F.
Cohen, Bill Cohon, Ellen
Greenberg, Nata Guterson, Tom Hulscher, Connie
Rock, and Rachel Zerrell along with staff / clergy Sara
Bernson, Barbara Green, Alexis Kort, and Rabbi Ruth
A. Zlotnick engaged in text study, self-reflection, and
deep conversation about what Audacious Hospitality
means and
how we
can realize
it more
fully in our
community.
We will
continue
to warmly
greet new

Rabbi Ruth A. Zlotnick and Alexis Kort
with Scholar-in-Residence April Baskin

people and
all members
when they
join us for
Shabbat
services,
and we have
identified
a number
of new
initiatives
Beth Am member Jamie Margolin and a guest
at Mimouna: A Muslim and Jewish Interfaith
to help in
shifting our Celebration
attitudes and behaviors to be a more inclusive, diverse,
and dynamic congregation.
We will be more intentional on our website and
Bulletin to include and celebrate our members from
all backgrounds: interfaith,
LGBTQ, racial identities,
and people of all abilities.
We will make sure that our
learning opportunities are
not only “Ashkenormative”
but represent a fuller Jewish
experience. This year, our
monthly book group will
read New Jewish Writers
from Around the World and
include works of women
and Jews from various
backgrounds. Deepening
University Lecture Scholar
Audacious Hospitality means Prof. Hamza Zafer
expanding our social and racial justice work at Beth
Am. We will also be offering a quarterly book group
this year through The Religious Action Center of
Reform Judaism, called RAC Reads. We are seeking
more frequent feedback from our members on how
you feel about your experiences and what we can be
doing even better at Beth Am. All of this and more will
help Audacious Hospitality permeate everything we
do!

Ari Rosen and Elaine Klein with their daughter, Eliora, at
New Baby Shabbat

206-525-0915 • temple@templebetham.org • www.templebetham.org
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BETH AM COMMUNITY
Shared Leadership at Temple Beth Am
By Barbara Green, Executive Director

R

A community should not be led by one person only.
Moses himself confessed his inability to lead single-handed. (Deuteronomy Rabbah 1:10)

abbi Ruth A. Zlotnick and I are excited to share a new model of synagogue leadership that we created for
Temple Beth Am. This model is grounded in both Jewish values and organization development concepts.
We believe that by increasing transparency and being intentional about the leadership model we use and how we
implement the model, we can more effectively lead Temple Beth Am toward a bold, meaningful, and sustainable
future.

Collaborative leadership is defined as “a mutually beneficial relationship between two or more parties who work
toward common goals by sharing responsibility, authority, and accountability for achieving results” (Chrislip
and Larson, Collaborative Leadership, 1994). One of the most important requirements for successful shared or
collaborative leadership is clearly defined guidelines for who is responsible for what (see graphic). We hope that
this will provide clarity regarding who to contact for which issues.
One of the highlights of the Strategic Plan approved by the Board of Directors in November 2017 and put into
practice on June 1, 2018 is creating innovative ways of doing things that promote increased collaboration. Shared
leadership is just one way that Rabbi Ruth A. Zlotnick and I are making the plan come alive.
To see the document, please go to http://templebetham.org/about/principles. If you have any additional
questions or comments, please email me at barbara@templebetham.org.

Shared Leadership Model
Executive Director

Senior Rabbi
Shared
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Finance

Engagement

Spiritual Guidance

Personnel

Development

Prayer Experience

Technology

Communication

Lifelong Learning

Facility/Security

Tikkun Olam

Caring Community

Board Support

Membership

Pastoral

Legal Compliance

Emerging Issues

Public Face
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BETH AM COMMUNITY
Lessons in Legacy: Temple Beth Am's Civil Rights Journey
By Beth Am member Tim Rourke

T

hirty of
us met in
Atlanta, GA on
June 21 for a
pilgrimage to
Civil Rights sites.
First was the
pencil factory of
Leo Frank, a Jew
Beth Am members at the National Civil Rights
lynched following
Museum
the murder of
a 13-year-old
girl. We then visited Ebenezer Church, where Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.’s father and grandfather had
preached; the tombs of Martin Luther King Jr. and his
wife, Coretta, sat in a reflective pond adjacent to the
church. The Names Project, home of the AIDS Quilt,
symbolized the fight for
LGBT rights in the 1980s.
The Rosa Parks Museum
in Montgomery, AL
documented her famous
refusal to give up her seat and
the ensuing bus boycott and
desegregation. The Legacy
Museum depicted injustices
The Rosa Parks Museum
wrought by slavery – lists
of people sold at auctions,
Jim Crow laws, and other atrocities. The National
Memorial for Peace and Justice starkly portrayed the
barbarity of lynching. We reacted viscerally to this
evidence of extreme brutality before Friday services at
Temple Beth Or.
Saturday Morning
Services were held
at Selma’s Edmund
Pettus Bridge;
Joanne Bland guided
us and recounted
first-hand the march
to Montgomery.
The Birmingham
The National Museum for Peace and Justice

Civil Rights Institute
documented “Bull”
Connor turning
dogs and fire hoses
on protesters. The
bombing at the
16th Street Baptist
Church killed
four young girls.
Havdalah Services
were held in
Freedom Park, site of
many protests.
Stax Studios in
Memphis, TN was a
rock-and-roll mecca

Shabbat in Selma

in a poor but integrated
neighborhood. The goodwill
between races shattered with
the death of MLK, leading to
Stax’s demise. Sun Studios,
recording site for Elvis
and other greats, is still in
operation. We enjoyed food
and blues on Memphis’s Beale
Street.
A former Klansman told us how he came to disavow
the Ku Klux Klan. After touring Elvis’s home at
Graceland, we toured The National Civil Rights
Museum, site of MLK’s assassination, with extensive
documentation of
the era. Now we feel
obligated to bring
what we’ve learned
back to Seattle and
are planning ways
to do that.

Beth Am members at Selma's Edmund Pettus Bridge

206-525-0915 • temple@templebetham.org • www.templebetham.org
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BETH AM COMMUNITY

Community Profile: Dr. Erika Michael

“

By Rachel Román / Beth Am Communications Lead

I’m a refugee kid,” says long-time Beth Am member
Dr. Erika Michael, 81.

In 1939, when Erika was two-and-a-half years old, her
family immigrated to the U.S. after spending a year
hiding from the Nazis in Vienna, Austria. It was during
their struggle to adjust to a new way of life that Erika
discovered her talent for art.
“What does a refugee kid do when their parents are
striving to make ends meet? The kid draws pictures,”
Erika says. “When I was four years old, I drew very
nice pictures, and everyone said I was very talented.
They planted a budding flower in me.”
Years spent
escaping into art
bloomed into a
successful career
as an artist and
art historian.
Erika earned her
Doctorate degree
in art history from
Erika and Ernest Michael z"l collected Judaica (some the University of
pictured here) from around the world.
Washington. She’s
taught art history at several universities, including
UW and Oregon State University. Erika has also
curated exhibitions for museums – among them,
the Museum of History and Industry (MOHAI) and
Tacoma Art Museum – and given lectures at the
Seattle Art Museum. She has also been active in Jewish
organizations around the Seattle area, serving as an
early member on the Board of Directors of Music of
Remembrance, curating "Scenes of a Sephardic Life"
in 1992 for the Washington State Jewish Historical
Society where she served as President, and also
currently sitting on the Board of the Jewish Federation
of Greater Seattle.
After meeting her late husband, mathematician Ernest
Michael z”l, at a party in Queens, New York (“it was
love at first sight”), Erika married him and moved to
Seattle in December 1966. She first attended Temple
Beth Am one month later. As in childhood, art helped
Erika create connections at the temple.
18

She was actively involved on Beth Am’s art committee
and was its head for several years. She designed a
tapestry for the temple (cover art, pg. 1), working
with 13 other women – including current Beth Am
members Olga Butler and Judith Silverman – on the
needlework. For 20 years, the tapestry framed Beth
Am’s Torah Ark and now hangs on a central wall in the
K’hilah Center.
“Art gives spiritual fulfillment and joy to people,” she
says. “Involving other members of the congregation in
making that artwork provides a sense of community,
of doing something wonderful and beautiful for the
temple.”
Erika and Ernest were members of Temple Beth Am
for more than five decades; Ernest helped lay the
foundation when the temple moved to its current site
in Ravenna. They watched it burgeon from a small
Reform synagogue to its current 900-plus households.
“Temple Beth Am has grown hugely; there are so
many new people. But there are always old friends of
mine there,” Erika says. “Rabbi Ruth (A. Zlotnick) is
such a beautiful, joyous person to have leading our
community. We are very blessed.”
After Ernest died in 2013, Erika sought solace in art,
choosing to find new ways to express herself. She now
attends open mic nights with a poetry group and has
learned Djembe, a form of African drumming, thanks
to classes at the Seattle Drum School that she won at a
Gala auction several years ago. Now she occasionally
drums at Acousic Kabbalat Shabbat services.
“After 47 years of marriage, I’ve had to re-find myself.
I had to find my new way of living without my
significant other,” she says.
Erika finds joy and beauty in many places: her
children, grandchildren, Jewish traditions, nature,
and her lifelong companion, art: “Those early years of
struggle to make my life seem beautiful when it was
not as beautiful as it might have been created my world
of art. Out of the most terrible beginnings, the most
gorgeous lives can blossom.”

206-525-0915 • temple@templebetham.org • www.templebetham.org

A

n accomplished artist across genres, Erika’s poetry has been published in various magazines and journals,
including Poetica Magazine: Contemporary Jewish Writing, Cascade: Journal of the Washington Poets
Association, Bracken, and Winter Anthology. This selection was an epistle written to her late husband, Ernest
Michael z”l. Painting by Erika Michael, "The Burning Bush."
THAT’S MY DADDY
our young son Josh yelled standing on his
chair as you strode the bimah in your sabbath suit
chanting zeal into crowned nigunim,
words inscribed on parchment old as the sages
who wore them over their hearts.
Your melodic spirit nurtured our childrens’
marrow, so when Josh in a dark suit stood on
that same platform forty years later intoning his
grief — your casket on the floor before us —
a life span unfolded when Aria, his daughter,
clambered on her chair and hollered
That’s my daddy!

Temple Beth Am's New Director of Development, Davida Sims

A

fter living in Nevada for many years, I am grateful to know that I get to both return
to my favorite city and work with fantastic people at an extraordinary Jewish
community organization. I have been lucky to meet people from Temple Beth Am
during some of my past visits to the area, and I couldn't be more excited to call this
warm, generous, and thoughtful community my new professional home!
Here's some information about me: I have worked in nonprofit development for over
a decade. After working for a short time in law, I followed my passion for service
organizations by becoming a development, communications, and advancement
professional. I have done development work for public radio as well as for a Jewish
and secular independent school in Las Vegas. I have published articles in the area of
Jewish education, fundraising, and education reform; was co-creator of the Nevada
Independent School Association; and co-authored four business books in the areas of marketing. I have also
taught high school law courses and was a Judge Pro Tem for Clark County's Truancy Diversion and High School
Graduation Initiative Program. My Bachelor of Arts is in History from the University of Washington and my
Juris Doctor is from Northeastern University School of Law. Although a Los Angeles native, my family moved to
Bainbridge Island when I was a teenager. I'm now the proud mother of two teenage boys and am excited to give
them their own extraordinary Seattle experience.
206-525-0915 • temple@templebetham.org • www.templebetham.org
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JEWISH SENIORS PROGRAMS
Frye Art Museum

704 Terry Ave.
Thursday, August 2, 12:00 PM
Lunch at museum. 1:00 PM: Docent-led tour of
pre-impressionist paintings.
Reserve: Friday, July 27; Bill Friedman: 425-338-5651

Birthday Bash

Arnie’s Restaurant, 300 Admiral Way, Edmonds
Sunday, August 5, 5:00 PM
Celebrate July, August, and September birthdays.
Reserve: Wednesday, August 1;
Madeline Buckley: 425-312-5891

Dessert Schmooze

Thursday, August 16, 1:00 – 3:00 PM
Reserve: Monday, August 13; Aza Hadas: 206-723-6422

Olympic Music Festival

Fort Worden’s Wheeler Theater, Port Townsend
Sunday, September 2
Take 9:40 AM or 10:30 AM ferry from Edmonds to
Kingston, bring lunch, eat on premises.
2:00 PM: Concert. Folk dances and melodies by
Chopin, Enescu, and Brahms.
Reserve tickets ASAP. Cost: Front Rows, $40,
Back Rows, $33
Anne Futterman: 206-523-4231

Dessert Birthday Schmooze

Wednesday, September 5, 1:00 – 3:00 PM
Reserve: Friday, August 31; Adele Levy: 206-232-0538

Nordic Museum

Thursday, August 23
Outing to Holocaust Center. Meet at Temple De Hirsch
Sinai, 1441 16th Ave.
Rabbi Kate Speizer: 206-693-3046

2655 NW Market St.
Friday, September 14, 11:00 AM
Visit the museum at its new location. See special
contemporary art exhibit and newly displayed
permanent collection. Lunch at museum café
following.
Reserve: Friday, September 7;
Bill Friedman: 425-338-5651

Seward Park Walk

Japanese Garden Walk

Endless Opportunity

Tuesday, August 28
Reserve: Friday, August 24; Aza Hadas: 206-723-6422

Current Events & Planning Meeting

Temple Beth Am, 2632 NE 80th St.
Friday, August 31
10:00 AM: Coffee and cookies
10:30 AM – 12:00 PM: Current Events with
Jacob Bolotin
12:15 PM: Planning Meeting. Bring ideas for October
and November activities.
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Wednesday, September 26, 11:00 AM
Beautiful autumn walk.
Reserve: Friday, September 21;
Anne Futterman: 206-523-4231

Current Events

Temple Beth Am, 2632 NE 80th St.
Friday, September 28
10:00 AM: Coffee and cookies
10:30 AM – 12:00 PM: Current Events with
Jacob Bolotin
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FROM THE RABBI
Continued from page 1
not end there – it is constantly unfolding. In fact, in
our morning prayers we affirm: u’tuvo m’chadeish
bchol yom tamid ma’asei v’reisheet. Dr. Joel Hoffman
translates this line as: “In Your goodness forever
renewing daily the acts of creation.” As he explains, “At
first glance the Hebrew is redundant, (because b’chol
yom means 'daily' and tamid means 'always') but more
likely it expresses a daily process that never ceases:
every day, God renews creation, and the process
goes on forever." In our prayer book, this remarkable
concept is translated as: "In Your goodness, You daily
renew Creation."
From Torah, we learn that when God created humans,
we were formed b’tzelem Elohim, in the image of the
Divine. Scholars have spilled much ink trying to figure
out exactly what that means. Lord Rabbi Jonathan
Sacks suggests one simple explanation, “The creative
God empowers us to
be creative and begins
by teaching us how.”
Each time we create
something new, we
act in the image of the
Divine, adding our
small touch to Creation.
In this view, we who
are made in the Divine
image are endowed with
the ability to do our
part in re/creating the
world anew every day.
"Water into Blood" by artist and Beth Am Whatever we do with our
member Erika Michael, profiled on pg. 18
days – whether we are a
mechanic, a stay at home
parent, a CPA, a rabbi, a student, or, yes, an artist – we
have within us the creative spark of the Divine that
allows us to conceive of an idea and then transform it
into a new reality in the world.
In this year to come, our annual Temple Beth Am
learning theme will be Ma’asei V'reisheet / Acts of
Creation; we will explore our creative powers in
community as we pray and learn and care for each

other and bring healing to the world. Look for new and
creative opportunities in all aspects of our communal
life: High Holy Days will have some experimental
components; Rabbi Jason R. Levine, Cantor Victor
Geigner, and I will engage in house parties designed

“Each time we create something new, we
act in the image of the Divine, adding
our small touch to Creation.”
to discuss what spiritually moves you as a way to
reimagine our worship (pg. 14 for more info); we will
experiment with Shabbat services by introducing new
prayer opportunities and piloting a multi-generational
service; we will re-envision our budgeting process (see
President’s column, pg. 4); and task forces will be set
up to create an innovative pilot within the Religious
School to deepen the focus, expand the reach of
our tikkun olam programming, and ensure that we
are living by our values of inclusion and Audacious
Hospitality.
Ma’asei V'reisheet / Acts of Creation is our learning
theme for this year as a way to kick off the
implementation of our Strategic Plan. Over the next
three years, our congregation will engage in a series of
small experiments with the intention to help us fulfill
our mission of deepening members’ relationships to
one another and to Judaism by engaging the soul,
heart, and mind. In short, we want to make sure that
all aspects of your experience at Temple Beth Am
are relevant and meaningful for you, adding joy and
purpose to your life.
In all that we do – as individuals, as a congregation, as
members of the human family – we will take the words
of Rabbi Abraham Isaac Kook to heart: “What’s old will
become new; and what’s new will become holy.” Yes,
we are made in the image of the Divine, and with our
creative powers we will do all we can to add kindness,
justice, and beauty to the world. In this way, may 5779
be a year of healing and renewal for us, our neighbors,
and the world.
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Sunday

2632 NE 80th Street
Seattle, WA 98115
templebetham.org

5

12

19

26

10:00 AM: Sisters of Beth Am
Leadership Team Retreat

6

Monday

13

20

27

7

2

3

Friday

1

7:00 PM: YFBA Planning
Meeting

Thursday

1:00 PM: Self-Led Yiddish

Av, Elul 5778

Saturday

10

11

4

9

9:15 AM: Torah Study
10:30 AM: Stoller/Rudo
B’not Mitzvah Shabbat
Morning Service

8

8:00 PM: Jazzy Kabbalat
Shabbat Service

8:12 PM

18

24

25

7:47 PM

9:15 AM: Torah Study, Tot
Shabbat
10:30 AM: Miller-Friday Bat
Mitzvah Shabbat Morning
Service

31

Camp Kesher

Bulletin Deadline
Healing Challahs
6:15 PM: Klezmer Kabbalat
Shabbat Service

8:00 PM

9:15 AM: Torah Study
6:15 PM: Acoustic Kabbalat
10:30 AM: Finkelstein/Petrillo
Shabbat Service
7:00 PM: Annual Shabbat BBQ B’nai Mitzvah Shabbat Morning
Service

17

7:15 PM: Religious Practices
Committee Meeting

30

23

16

12:00 PM: Intermediate
Yiddish
1:00 PM: Self-Led Yiddish

1:00 PM: Self-Led Yiddish

15

22

7:00 PM: Board of Directors
Meeting
7:15 PM: Homeless to Renter
Meeting

Rosh Hodesh Elul
9:15 AM: Torah Study
10:30 AM: Fisher/Megathlin
B’nai Mitzvah Shabbat Morning
Service

8:23 PM

6:00 PM: Kinder Kabbalat
Shabbat
8:00 PM: Choir Kabbalat
Shabbat Service

Wednesday

AUGUST 2018

Tuesday

14

21

29

1:00 PM: Self-Led Yiddish
6:15 PM: Board Governance
Meeting
6:30 PM: A Conversation with
46th District Legislators

28

1:00 PM: Self-Led Yiddish

7:33 PM

10:00 AM: Seattle Jewish
Seniors Current Events
6:15 PM: Kabbalat
Shabbat Service

*Please check the Temple Beth Am website and calendar for the most up-to-date listings.

Sukkot VII (Hoshana Raba)
9:45 AM: Religious School
11:05 AM: MiT Training
Session
11:45 AM: PreK-2nd Grade
Service
12:30 PM: Sukkah Disassembly
6:15 PM: Consecration
Photo
7:00 PM: Erev Simchat
Torah and Consecration
6:32 PM
Service

30

Erev Sukkot
9:45 AM: Religious School
10:00 AM: First Sunday Parent
Meeting
11:30 AM: First Day PreK-7th
Grade Service
12:15 PM: First Day Back Party
1:30 PM: Sukkah
Decorating
5:30 PM: Sukkah
Schmooze
6:15 PM: Erev Sukkot 6:47 PM
Service

23

12:00 PM: Sukkah Assembly

16

3

Monday

Sukkot II
5:30 PM: Religious School
Pizza Dinner
6:15 PM: Tuesday Night
Service
6:45 PM: First Tuesday Parent
Meeting, Religious School

25
Sukkot III
1:00 PM: Self-Led Yiddish
5:00 PM: SEED/YFBA Sukkot
Celebration

26

19

12

1:00 PM: Self-Led Yiddish

SEED First Day of School
1:00 PM: Self-Led Yiddish

5

Wednesday

Sukkot IV

27

20

13

7:15 PM: Religious Practices
Committee

7:00 PM: YFBA Planning
Meeting, Health Care for All
Meeting
7:15 PM: Executive Committee
Meeting

6

Thursday

Yom Kippur
Office Closed
8:30 AM, 11:45 AM: Yom
Erev Yom Kippur
7:00 PM: Board of Directors
Kippur Service
6:30 PM, 8:30 PM: Kol
Meeting
11:45 AM: Teen Service
Nidre Service
3:00 PM: Young Family Service
6:57 PM 4:00 PM: Afternoon Services

18

11

4

Tuesday

SepTemBeR 2018

6:37 PM

Sukkot V
Healing Challahs
10:00 AM: PJ Library, Seattle
Jewish Seniors Current Events
6:15 PM: Klezmer Kabbalat
Shabbat Service

28

22

9:15 AM: Torah Study
10:30 AM: Shabbat Shuvah
Service

15

10:30 AM: Shabbat Minyan
Service

AM: Torah
8 9:15
Study

9:15 AM: Torah
Study
10:30 AM: Shabbat Minyan
Service
7:00 PM: Selichot Program

1

Saturday

Sukkot VI
9:15 AM: Torah Study
10:30 AM: Greenspun/
Plank B’not Mitzvah Shabbat
Morning Service
12:30 PM: Rabbi Zlotnick’s
Sukkot Open House
7:15 PM: Homeless to Renter
Simchat Sukkot

29

9:15 AM: Torah Study, Tot
Shabbat
10:30 AM: Shabbat Minyan
6:51 PM Service
10:00 AM: PJ Library
6:15 PM: Acoustic
Kabbalat Shabbat Service

21

14

10:00 AM: PJ Library
8:00 PM: Shabbat Shuvah
Service

7:20 PM

10:00 AM: PJ Library
6:00 PM: Kinder Kabbalat
Shabbat
8:00 PM: Choir Kabbalat
Shabbat Service

7

Friday

Elul 5778,Tishrei 5779

*Please check the Temple Beth Am website and calendar for the most up-to-date listings.

7:48 PM

Sukkot
Office Closed
10:30 AM: Sukkot Morning
Service

24

17

Rosh Hashanah
Office Closed
8:30 AM, 11:45 AM: Rosh
Hashanah Service
3:00 PM: Young Family
Service
4:30 PM: Tashlich at
8:15 PM
Matthews Beach

10

Labor Day
Office Closed

Camp Kesher

7:15 PM

Erev Rosh Hashanah
6:30 PM, 8:30 PM: Erev
Rosh Hashanah Service

9

2

Sunday

2632 NE 80th Street
Seattle, WA 98115
templebetham.org
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