
 
Dear Friends, 

In light of the increased security concerns within our community over the recent months, 
CSOI has been upgrading our security protocols. With increased security concerns, we 
are being confronted with the need to reevaluate certain behaviors which we are 
accustomed to in, and around, Shul. Thank you – in advance – for your consideration and 
partnership in this ongoing process. And, a very special thank you to the numerous 
volunteers who are investing their time and efforts. Lastly, while each of these protocols 
serve a key security function, they may also be perceived as making it harder for us to 
open our Shul to our friends and guests. Therefore, as we introduce new security features 
and reinforce old ones, I ask that you go out of your way to make our friends and guests 
feel especially welcome in our Shul! 
 
Please take the time and care to read this email. I know it’s long – but there are 
important details included here for your consideration. 
The following list is by no means exhaustive of our security protocols, however please 
take note of these procedures for your safety, your children’s safety and the safety of our 
community.  As new protocols are implemented, we will keep you informed. 
 
1. Doors   
One of the key security recommendations that we’ve heard from the Cherry Hill Police, 

Homeland Security and other security consultants, is keeping the doors 
locked. Therefore, the Shul doors are locked and accessible during normal 
Shul hours with your fob. Please do not just open the doors for other people 
unless you’ve inspected the area and/or know the person. One set of doors 
into the main sanctuary and the kiddush room will be kept locked to increase 
lockdown response time. A Security Greeter will be on duty on Shabbat at the 

Main Entrance. 
 
2. Congregating in front of the Shul 
Another one of the key security recommendations that we’ve heard from experts is limiting 
children and adults socializing or congregating in front of the Shul and in the lobby. Please 
be aware of where your sons and daughters are – and make sure they are not standing in 
front of the Shul. Additionally, while space inside our building on Shabbat morning is 
precious, please make every effort to leave room near the entrance doors in case of 
emergency.  

3. Playground use  
When Groups go outside, our Security Guard goes with them.  
Please be aware that if your children go outside on their own, there 
is no supervision. Please inform them and show them, that if there 
is a lockdown or other security issue, the safe house to go to is the Jungreis home at 2105 



Acqueduct Lane, 
 
4. SECURITY 
Our Security volunteers have undergone training (and commit to ongoing training) with 
regards to dealing with certain security scenarios that may arise in our Shul. Please be 
respectful and patient with them should they feel the need to question you, or a visiting 
guest or family member, prior to allowing entry to the Shul. There is a reason for their 
questioning, and it all relates to keeping us safe. Please also be respectful towards them 
when they kindly request that you maintain any of our other security protocols. 
     Our Security volunteers are in constant communication with local authorities and other 
Shuls around the area. Over the past 3 weeks there have been a number of suspicious 
activities surrounding other shuls in Camden County. To that end, one key aspect of 
Security is its coordination with local law enforcement and other shuls.  
Please let our Security Greeter volunteers and Security Guard stay focused so they 
can do their job and be supportive of their role by avoiding chatting with them or 
debating what they may be asking you to do. They are volunteering on our behalf as 
a key first line of defense for all of us.  

5. Volunteers       
Thank you to the 20+ members who have already been trained to be part of our Security 
team either as Greeters or Camera Monitors. We will be having continued trainings, drills 
and discussions of escape routes, safe rooms, and procedures.   Please reach out to me 
for more information on how to volunteer for either! 
 
 We know that many of these security protocols may be challenging. Therefore, we 
appreciate your partnership and feedback in ensuring we maintain a safe, secure, and 
welcoming environment. 
  
Please feel free to reach out to me or our Security Committee with any suggestions, 
questions or concerns about Shul safety and security. 

Thank you, 
     Donna Moskowitz      artdonnam@netscape.net 

     Eytan Irwin    Chemmie Sokolic     Elon Elisha     Menorah Schwartz       Karen Cohen
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