
 

 

Announcements & Upcoming Events 
 

TU B'Shvat: Stepping into Divine Alignment - Thursday, January 28 8:30pm 
Via Zoom - See Flyer Below  
 

Musical Havdallah with Rabbi Jeffrey Weiss – Saturday, January 30 6:45pm  
Via Zoom- Meeting ID: 962 9631 2521 Passcode: 600157 - See flyer below 
 

Sunday Morning Middle School Mishna – Sunday, January 31 10:15am  
Via Zoom – Please contact Shawn Baratz at shawnbaratzsoi@gmail.com for more 

information - See flyer below 
 

Understanding the Covid vaccine: a science talk for the non scientist : 
with Oze Henig - Sunday, January 31 8:30pm-9:15pm 
 

Virtual Family Hamantashen Baking: Let’s Bake Together: Parent Child Hamantashen 

Bake” with Maetal Henig and Flo Shulman 
This is a free event - Sunday, February 21 10:00am-11:00am 
 

 

Erev Shabbat, January 29 (Shevat 16) 
6:45a Shacharit 
4:58p Candle Lighting 
5:15p Mincha 
 

Shabbat, January 30: Beshalach (Shevat 17) 
8:00a Main Minyan - Outdoors- Registration required (weather permitting) 
8:30a Main Minyan - Indoors - Registration required 
4:55p Mincha 
5:15p  Rabbi's Shiur  
5:45p Maariv 
6:00p Havdalah 
 

Sunday, January 31 (Shevat 18) 
7:00a Shacharit 
5:10p Mincha 
7:30p Gemara Shuir 

https://www.soicherryhill.org/track.php?id=bf4f503277904654bc6b375e647c29ea&color=b3b3b5&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.soicherryhill.org%2Fevent%2Fcovid-vaccine-qa-with-oze-henig.html&h=317bc
https://www.soicherryhill.org/track.php?id=bf4f503277904654bc6b375e647c29ea&color=b3b3b5&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.soicherryhill.org%2Fevent%2Fcovid-vaccine-qa-with-oze-henig.html&h=317bc
https://www.soicherryhill.org/track.php?id=bf4f503277904654bc6b375e647c29ea&color=b3b3b5&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.soicherryhill.org%2Fevent%2Fcovid-vaccine-qa-with-oze-henig.html&h=317bc
https://www.soicherryhill.org/track.php?id=bf4f503277904654bc6b375e647c29ea&color=b3b3b5&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.soicherryhill.org%2Fevent%2Fvirtual-family-hamantashen-baking.html&h=3f319


 

 

 

TRUTH AND CONSEQUENCES   
 I remember several years ago when one of our dear children asked if we could buy them XX 

because she really wanted it and all her friends had it. After a few moments I responded, “If 

you keep your room clean until next Shabbat and you go to bed on time until next Shabbat 

we can buy you XX”.  After hearing this she looked up at me quizzically and asked, “How 

come everything around here has to be earned? Why can’t we just get things because you 

love us?” I smiled and said I take my lead from the most loving Father in the world, and I’m 

just trying to prepare you for life.      
 

It states in Exodus: 16:4 regarding the Falling of the Manna in the desert: 
ְקט֙ו ְד  ם ְוָלָֽ א ָהָעֹּ֤ ִים ְוָיָצִ֨ ֶחם ִמן־ַהָשָמָ֑ יר ָלֶכֶ֛ם ֶלֶ֖ י ַמְמִטִ֥ ה ִהְנִנִ֨ אֶמר ְיָו֙ה ֶאל־ֹמֶשֶׁ֔ ֹֹּ֤ ְך  ַוי ּנו ֲהֵיֵלִ֥ ַען ֲאַנֶסֶ֛ ֹו ְלַמַ֧ ֹום ְביֹומֶׁ֔ ַבר־י֣

א׃  ָֹֽ י ִאם־ל  ְבתֹוָרִתֶ֖
And the LORD said to Moses, “I will rain down bread for you from the sky, and the people 

shall go out and gather each day that day’s portion—that I may thus test them, to see 

whether they will follow My instructions or not. 
 

Why didn’t G-d just provide them with sustenance? Why does everything always have to be 

a test and be earned? 
 

Rabbi Moshe Chaim Luzzato, an early 18th century Italian Rabbi and Kabbalist explains that 

Hashem created us to be able to delight in Him in the World to Come. However, the only way 

to achieve entry into the World to Come is by growing, transcending challenges and passing 

tests that He presents us with in This World. Therefore anything and everything in life is a 

test. Both wealth and poverty, beauty and non-beauty, health and sickness are all heavenly 

tests that we must embrace and grow from in order to achieve in This World and gain 

Reward in the World to Come. 
 

The Baalei Mussar states that the 40 years in the desert were like a Yeshiva for Bnei Yisrael 

as they emerged from slavery and the Slave Mentality ingrained in them in Egypt to prepare 

them for life in their Homeland, Israel. So too, it is our task to educate and prepare our 

children in their youth (hopefully they will learn before age 40:)) for a successful and blessed 

life in this world and B’Ezrat Hashem in the World to Come. 
 

Shabbat Shalom 
Rabbi Epstein 
 



 

In B’Shalach, this week’s parsha, the children of Israel leave Mitzrayim. They left in haste, 

not even letting their bread to rise or collecting all their belongings. 
 

While I took the time to make bread, specifically eight rolls of challah, my husband and I still 

left in haste on Sunday to drive down to Florida.  At the end of December, my mother 

suffered a severe fall and spent the next three weeks in Sarasota Memorial Hospital. She 

was just moved to a rehabilitation facility and is making progress, but it is no longer safe for 

her to live alone. Luckily, a space opened up in a lovely and warm assisted living community 

close to my sister and brother-in-law, and she will be transferred there soon.  Bob and I 

rushed down to Florida to help make this difficult transition easier by packing up her home 

and setting up her new accommodations. We have spent the past week packing up over 80 

years worth of memories into 20 boxes. I don’t know how B’nai Yisrael left Mitzrayim while 

willingly leaving basically everything behind. 
 

This week has been exhausting and we are racing against the clock, but it has taught us 

something very important: the most precious thing in our lives is not our possessions, but our 

family. You do the best for the ones you love, and put their interests above your own, simply 

because they are your family. 
 

Our community is very much like family.  We might not all agree on everything, but in a crisis, 

good or bad, we are there for each other. Whether it is a happy occasion of a birth or B’nai 

Mitzvah or the devastation of the loss of a love one, we band together.  We provide meals, 

support, and caring.  We are Sons of Israel of Cherry Hill….a Modern Orthodox community of 

caring and compassionate people coming together to support each other.  I am proud to be a 

part of this community and our SOI family and pray that you are too. 
 

Shabbat Shalom 
Donna Moskowitz 
SOI President 


