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Due to Covid 19 concerns and restrictions our celebration of Purim, much like every other 

holiday will be different this year. B’ezrat Hashem, with the administering of the vaccine we 

are hopeful that congregations will be able to gather in joy without fear in the near future. 

 

The celebration of Purim requires us to fulfill the four Mitzvoth of Purim: 1).Mishloach 

Manot, 2) Matanot Laevyonim, 3) The listening to Megillat Esther and 4) a Festive Meal / 

Seudah in addition to the * Minhag of advancing the Machatzit Hashekel . We also have the 

reading of Parshat Zachor the Shabbat before Purim. This year we will aim to fulfill all the 

Mitzvoth while adhering to safety precautions. 

 

Mitzvoth 

1. Mishloach Manot –The Sending of 2 Food Gifts to a fellow Jew. One fulfills this Mitzvah 

by sending a gift of two Ready to Eat foods to a fellow Jew. One need not hand this directly 

to another, one may place it on their porch and as long as the recipient receives it, the 

Mitzvah is completed. On a typical year people might prepare scores of Mishloach Manot 

packages. While this is nice, even on a regular year it is most preferable to use more of 

ones money to provide for the poor than for Mishloach Manot. 

*** Point of clarification relevant for every year – While a Shul/Community Mishloach Manot 

drive is certainly performing the Mitzvah of Tzedakah, since it is often a joint venture and 

not an individual effort of one Jew giving another, one should never rely on a communal 

Mishloach Manot to fulfill the Mitzvah properly, rather it should be done as indicated above 

in #1. 

Summary: Every adult in the house is obligated to advance a set of Mishloach Manot to 

another on the day of Purim. It is praiseworthy for children to also participate in the Mitzvah. 

One may deliver as many as they like, however when doing so appropriate distance should 

remain between givers and receivers, and one fulfills the basic obligation with presenting 

one gift of two foods. 

 

2. Matanot Laevyonim – Gifts to the Poor. This Mitzvah is fulfilled by advancing a monetary 

gift to two people in need on the day of Purim. This Mitzvah is typically done by advancing a 

minimum of $10+$10=$20 to me to be delivered to two people in need. This is either done 

at a Megillah Reading or on line. This year I would recommend everyone advance the funds 

on line to limit in person social interactions. I will be honored to be your agent and advance 

the funds to those in need here in our community and if available to the poor in Israel. 

 

* The Mishnah Berurah writes that the Mitzvah of Matanot Laevyonim is so important that 

the lion’s share of Purim expenditures should be spent on this Mitzvah. So if one spends 

$100 on Mishloach Manot and $300 on a Seudah, it is praiseworthy to advance over $400 

on Matanot Laevyonim. 

 

* Again – the minimum necessary is $10x2=$20; (the amount for a meal) but we are taught 

that Hashem truly loves when we take care of those in need-and Purim is one of the 



important times of the year we have a specific Mitzvah to do so. 

 

3. The Seudah – A Festive Meal – Due to Covid Restrictions we recommend that like all 

other Shabbat and Yomim Tovim that people celebrate with those that they live with. 

Although the Purim Seudah is an annual family and friends celebration, this year we 

recommend keeping it with the immediate family. Also – since this year is Friday according 

to one opinion. one should eat their Seudah early in the day, before Chatzot- Midday- 12:14 

pm, if one is not able to do so, one must eat before the 9th hour – 4:16pm.  (There is a 3rd 

complicated option of combining your Seudah with the Friday Night Shabbat meal – this 

option is beyond the scope of this paper.) 

 

* Bottom line – One should eat the Seudah with immediate family as early in the day as they 

can AFTER they hear the Megillah. 

 

4. Kriyat Hamegillah – All Halachik adults are required to hear the Megillah at night and 

again in the morning. On a usual year, the Halachah states that one should hear the 

Megillah in as big a crowd as possible (not in small groups) to publicize the miracle the most 

that we can. This year we want to maintain appropriate caution and distance to adhere to 

safety concerns. Sons of Israel will be providing indoor and outdoor readings, please see 

schedule above. 

 

What about those who are not able to make it to shul in person? 

 

Only in a Last Case Scenario would one resort to listening through Zoom. According to 

most authorities Zoom does not enable one to fulfill the Mitzvah, therefore only if other ways 

are not feasible should one resort to Zoom listening of the Megillah. If you have a personal 

quandary about how to go about listening to Megillah this year, feel free to be in touch to 

discuss.  

 

Here are the ways one can fulfill the Mitzvah if not in Shul: 

1. If Possible, a reader can come to a private home or window to read for he who cannot 

arrive in person. (While we do not have a cadre of readers to send out to a myriad of 

windows, if this is something you are interested in, contact me at 

rabbiepstein@soicherryhill.org to see if it can be arranged. 

 

2. If possible one should get his hands on a Kosher Megillah and listen to a recording of the 

Megillah and read along with the recording so a proper reading from a proper 

Klaf/Parcmant  is heard. 

 

3.If none of the above are possible, it is better to listen on Zoom then to not hear Megillah at 

all. 

* Since we are aiming to limit gatherings, at all in person readings we will limit Haman 

Boooing to a minimum. 

* The Minhag of Advancing the Machatzit Hashekel – whether in shul or at home all 

Halachik adults in the home should set aside 3 half dollars and recite – “I am advancing 



these coins in honor and in memory of the Machatzit Hashekel that was given in the 

Temple, may Hashem enable us to return to Jerusalem to fulfill the Mitzvah as in the days 

of old” and give the 3 half dollar coins to Tzedakah. 

 

The Mitzvah of  listening to Parshat Zachor – This should be heard from a Torah scroll with 

a Minyan. It is read the Shabbat before Purim. We will be providing readings at the indoor 

and outdoor Minyanim during Torah Reading and again at the end of the service if one did 

not hear it earlier. If one misses it on Shabbos, they can fulfill the Mitzvah Purim morning by 

listening to the Layning then as well as later in the year when we read Parshat Ki Taytzey. 

 

If you have any specific questions and need advice please reach out to me personally. 

Here’s wishing everyone a joyous and safe Purim.   

Rabbi Epstein 


