
World Interfaith Harmony Week 2018 
Wednesday, February 7  

 

Tonight’s Program of Events  

 

Welcome & Introduction: Anne Irwin, Event Planning Committee 

 

Greetings from City Council: Councillor James Pasternak 
 

Opening Ceremony: Whabagoon, Lac Seul Nation 
 

Jewish Program: Rabbi Tina Grimberg, Congregation Darchei Noam 
Aaron Lightstone, musician 
 

Muslim Program: Wali Shah, Spoken Word Poet 
 

Indigenous Program: Michael Etherington, Native Canadian Centre of 
Toronto, followed by “Pow Wow Experience” by Indigenize Our Minds 
Education Outreach Program: Memengwaanh Bell-Trudeau (dancer),  
Tasunke Pejuta Sugar (musician) 
 

Closing Ceremony: Whabagoon, Lac Seul Nation 
 

Thank yous: Bonnie Bereskin, assisted by Maggie Campaigne & Tyna Silver 
Event Planning Committee members 
 

Tour of Sanctuary: Meet at the top of the stairs, one floor up 

OUR HOME, OUR STORIES:   

Indigenous, Muslim and Jewish  
Communities in Dialogue  

Partner Organizations: 
Congregation Darchei Noam, founded in 1972 as Toronto’s only Reconstructionist 
Synagogue, blends Jewish practice with innovative forms of Jewish expression: a 
place where love of tradition meets appreciation of change. Led by members, in 
partnership with our vibrant Rabbi Tina Grimberg, Darchei Noam emphasizes 
values that inspire us to create Jewish futures and make a positive difference in 
our families, our community and the world. www.darcheinoam.ca  
 
The Intercultural Dialogue Institute (IDI) is a non-profit organization whose 
purpose is to promote respect and mutual understanding among all cultures and 
faiths through partnership with other communities, cultural, religious and 
interreligious organizations by organizing educational and cultural activities such 
as seminars, conferences, discussion panels, luncheons, interfaith family dinners 
and cultural exchange trips. www.gta.idialogue.ca 
 
The Native Canadian Centre of Toronto is a membership-based, charitable 
organization located in the heart of downtown Toronto in a beautifully renovated 
heritage building. NCCT offers a wide range of programs and services based on 
Indigenous cultural traditions and teachings. All are welcome. http://ncct.on.ca 
 

Sponsors: 
Ve’ahavta (Hebrew for “and you shall love”) is a Jewish charitable social service 
organization dedicated to promoting positive change in the lives of people of all 
faiths who are marginalized by poverty. Ve’ahavta is committed to engaging 
community members in a meaningful and hands-on way to support our collective 
mission of tikun olam (repairing the world). ww.veahavta.org 
 
The Islamic Institute of Toronto is a premier Islamic educational institution  with a 
wide variety of spiritual, social and recreational programs. The IIT is committed to 
the Prophetic legacy of promoting Islamic knowledge that is authentic and 
relevant. Their aim is to develop teachers and students who reflect the universal 

Islamic values in their lives, and who share the vision of a better world. islam.ca 

 
Canadian Race Relations Foundation‘s purpose is to facilitate throughout Canada 
the development, sharing and application of knowledge and expertise in order to 
contribute to the elimination of racism and all forms of racial discrimination in 
Canadian society. The work of the Foundation is premised on the desire to create 
and nurture an inclusive society based on equity, social harmony, mutual respect 
and human dignity. www.crrf-fcrr.ca/ 



Whabagoon 
Whabagoon, Lac Seul Nation – Loon Clan – Treaty 3, is a Traditional Ojibwe 
Elder, a Sacred Pipe Carrier and a multidisciplinary artist. 
 
Rabbi Tina Grimberg, Rabbi and Spiritual Leader of Congregation Darchei 
Noam - darcheinoam.ca 
Rabbi Tina Grimberg grew up in Kiev. She moved to North America as a 
teenager. Rabbi Grimberg initially trained and worked as a family 
therapist. She was ordained by Hebrew Union College’s Jewish Institute of 
Religion and is the first female émigré from the Soviet Union to become a 
rabbi in North America. Since 2002, Rabbi Grimberg has served 
Congregation Darchei Noam in Toronto. Rabbi Tina’s “Out of Line” a book 
of short stories won the 2007 Jewish Canadian Book Award. Rabbi 
Grimberg is a lover of a good word and artful expression and employs 
literature, stories and art in her teaching and presentations. 
 
Aaron Lightstone - musictherapytoronto.com 
Aaron Lightstone is a multi-instrumentalist / composer, bandleader, music 
therapist and educator. He has been performing on oud, guitar, and 
related instruments in a number of contexts for almost 2 decades. He is 
best known as the oud player, guitarist and founder band Jaffa Road. He is 
also the founder of Music Therapy Toronto, which specializes in the clinical 
application of Neurologic Music Therapy for the rehabilitation of traumatic 
brain injury and other forms of neurologic injury and disease.     
 
Wali Shah, Speaker and Poet - @LifeAsWali, walifloshah.com  
As an alum of Canada’s Top 20 Under 20, Wali Shah is a spoken word poet 
and public speaker. He’s given TED Talks, he’s worked on voice-overs for 
the Canadian Football League, he’s created and performed custom poetry 
for corporate groups, and has spoken at hundreds of schools across 
Canada. From partnering with Microsoft and performing for tens of 
thousands at venues such as the Air Canada Centre, to conducting poetry 
workshops in classrooms for youth as a tool for self-expression: Wali uses 
story-telling and art to empower audiences, and inspires them to 
empower others. He is currently studying at the University of Toronto, and 
advocates for social change through his work. He is an ambassador for 
Crime Stoppers, Bell Let’s Talk and has helped in raising over one million 
dollars for the United Way. He’s even free-styled with hip-hop artist 
Kendrick Lamar. 

Michael Etherington - iispeakersbureau.com/our-speakers/michael-
etherington  
Sought after at the local, regional, provincial and national levels, Michael 
Etherington has captivated audiences such as the United Nations, 
Canadian Government, Pan Am Games, and many other large corporate 
and educational venues. Rooted in the Indigenous perspective, Michael 
focuses on relationship building, promoting awareness and cultivating 
sensitivity with the “Truth and Reconciliation” recommendations as his 
platform.  
 

Indigenize Our Minds Education Outreach Program - ncct.on.ca/
indigenize-our-minds 
The Indigenize Our Minds Education Outreach Program (IOMEOP) is a not 
for profit program committed to providing an Indigenous perspective to 
Indigenous history, culture and language in North America.  IOMEOP 
delivers the understanding of our First Nations, Inuit and Métis people by 
engaging our audience with cultural academic educators through 
experiential, interactive and holistic learning. 
 

Tasunke Pejuta Sugar is a Lakota/Cree from Pine Ridge, South Dakota. He 
is 22 years old and the father of a 4 year old boy. Tasunke is employed as 
the Youth Wellness Navigator at Toronto Council Fire Native Cultural 
Centre located in Regent Park and has also been an active member in his 
community for over ten years. He is a young traditional knowledge keeper 
and is very keen on sharing his songs, prayer, and traditions.  
 

My name is Memengwaanh Bell-Trudeau and I am from Wikwemikong 
Unceded Indian Reserve. I am Turtle clan and I come from Anishinabek 3 
Fires Confederacy; Ojibway, Odawa, Potawatomi. I currently sit on ENAGB 
youth council. I dance 3 traditional Pow Wow styles, jingle dress, women’s 
traditional and fancy dance. My interests are hockey and make up artistry.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
World Interfaith Harmony Week is an annual event adopted by the General 
Assembly of the United Nations in 2010 in a 
resolution proclaiming that mutual 
understanding and interreligious dialogue 
constitute important dimensions of a culture of 
peace. Worldinterfaithharmonyweek.com 


