
Jenny Isaacs holds a B.A. from the University of Toronto in Diaspora and Transnational Studies and a 

Masters of Teaching from the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education (OISE) at the University of 

Toronto. She is the Director of Heart to Heart, a joint project of Givat Haviva and Hashomer Hatzair – 

Camp Shomria Canada, that brings 14 and 15-year-old Jewish and Palestinian citizens of Israel to a 

summer program in Canada focused on dialogue and relationship-building.  

Jenny grew up in Hashomer Hatzair, a left-wing Jewish youth movement, where she was supported to 

develop her leadership skills by taking on many leadership positions at a young age. She was the 

Canadian Mazkira T’nua (Youth Movement Director) from 2008-2010, and the North American Teen and 

Israel Programs Coordinator from 2010 – 2012. Throughout those years Jenny had many opportunities 

to partner with leaders from Hashomer Hatzair around the world, organizing international youth 

movement seminars, and global campaigns around issues impacting local chapters of Hashomer Hatzair. 

These experiences inspired Jenny to always look for ways to be active in creating positive social change 

and gave her the tools to have that action rooted in her Jewish identity and values.  

In 2012, following the pilot summer of Heart to Heart, Jenny joined the Heart to Heart team and has 

never looked back. Through her work in Heart to Heart, Jenny has the opportunity to have a concrete 

impact on supporting a new generation of Jewish and Palestinian leaders who recognize the importance 

of building shared society and have the motivation, skills, and relationships needed to do so.  She is 

passionate about her work in Heart to Heart which also enables her to engage local GTA communities of 

diverse backgrounds in thoughtful and complex conversations around Israel, the conflict, and bridge 

building.  

Jenny is also an educator in both formal and non-formal educational settings. She teaches Grade 6 at 

Oraynu Children’s School and is an occasional teacher in the TDSB (Toronto District School Board). She is 

the Co-Founder of Base, a downtown pluralistic beit midrash. Base, founded in 2014, is a community 

learning space where people can come together to study Jewish and non-Jewish texts and put them into 

conversation with one another. Learning is done in a traditional chevruta (pairs) model and all people, 

ideas, and questions are welcome. A central value at Base, which also carries through all of Jenny’s 

endeavors is the notion that by coming together and examining both the familiar and unfamiliar, the 

comfortable and the uncomfortable, we are all enriched for the better.  

Jenny is honoured to be the 2017-2018 Social Justice Scholar in Residence at Darchei Noam. She looks 

forward to meeting the community and having the chance to learn and explore together in the 

upcoming year.  


