
Yurij Davidovitch in the Decaying, Post-war Synagogue in Khotyn (Ukraine), 2016

Interior of Historic Fortress Synagogue, Zhovkva (Ukraine), June, 2016

Historic Yiddish Commercial Signage in Central Lviv, June 2016

Cultural Centre of Vyzhnytsia (Ukraine), Formerly the Town's Largest Synagogue, 
June, 2016

Crumbling “Beit Tehara” (funeral home), Zelana Street Jewish Cemetery, 
Chernivtsi (Ukraine), 2016

Meylakh Sheykhet, Radical Jewish 
Activist, Lviv (Ukraine), June, 2016
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“The Posthumous Landscape: Jewish Historical Sites in  
Poland and Western Ukraine”
Documenting evidence of centuries of Jewish life in Eastern Europe

AMHERST – “The Posthumous 
Landscape: Jewish Historical Sites in 
Poland and Western Ukraine” is an 
exhibition of photographs taken by 
David Kaufman that is on view through 
September 30 at the Yiddish Book 
Center. Kaufman is a Toronto-based 
architectural photographer and doc-
umentary filmmaker who made nine 
trips to Poland and western Ukraine to 
photograph the remnants of Jewish life 
following the destruction of local Jewish 
communities under the Nazis and in 
the Soviet era. Kaufman’s large scale, 
highly-detailed images of synagogues 
and cemeteries, architecture and street-
scapes, are a testament to the rich, var-
ied lives led by Jews in cities and towns 
over centuries and a reminder of the 
challenges in preserving Jewish mate-
rial culture in countries that have few 
Jews today and meager resources. Here 
Kaufman describes his project.

The landscapes of Poland and west-

ern Ukraine offer substantial rewards to 
the Jewish traveler seeking a connec-
tion with what existed before the great 
catastrophe of the Hitler years. Since 
the late 1970s and especially since the 

“I see myself working in the spirit 
of Eugene Atget, who, before World 
War One, photographed the Paris 

that was already old when he was 
young.” — David Kaufman

ruins. But my motivation for engaging 
in this work goes beyond the aesthetic 
rewards of creating and exhibiting 
striking images.

The remnants of Jewish life before 
the Holocaust are the treasures of a 
lost Jewish civilization. However, the 
quantity of Jewish material culture is 
vast, the task of cataloguing, preserv-
ing and restoring Jewish artifacts is 
seemingly limitless, and the resources 
available are largely inadequate. It is 
my hope that photographic documen-
tation will raise awareness of these 
artifacts and promote greater efforts 
of preservation and restoration. There 
is no question, if previous experi-
ence is any indication, that as time 
goes on these Jewish historical sites 
will change, many will deteriorate 
and be lost, and decades from now 
photographs will be all that remain to 
remind us of many of these places in a 
vanished Jewish world.

The Yiddish Book Center is at 1021 
West Street, Amherst, MA. The Center 
is open Sunday to Friday from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. For more information see the 
Center’s website:  
www.yiddishbookcenter.org.

fall of Communism, Jews of the post-
war generations in North America and 
Israel have been “returning” to Eastern 
Europe in ever-increasing numbers. 
For most the quest is to set foot in the 
ancestral home, to visit family burial 
sites if they exist, and to uncover family 
records in provincial archives.

My interest in what remains of 
Jewish life in Eastern Europe as a pho-
tographic subject was sparked by sev-
eral trips to Poland to make documen-
tary films concerning the Holocaust. 
On all those occasions I was unexpect-
edly surprised and deeply moved by 
both the quality and quantity of Jewish 
material culture—remnants of Jewish 
life—that I saw wherever I went.

Although the great Jewish com-
munities of Eastern Europe were 
destroyed by the Nazis, and the sur-
vivors persecuted and cast out in 
the Soviet era, evidence of centuries 
of Jewish life remains in abundance 

almost everywhere.
Since 2007, I have 

traveled to Poland 
eight times for still 
photography, and 
in 2016, I explored 
the cities of Lviv and 
Chernivtsi and their 
surroundings in 
western Ukraine. My 
purpose is to docu-

ment the physical remains of Jewish 
communal life: synagogues, cemeteries, 
memorials, architecture and street-
scapes, Holocaust sites, some func-
tioning, some repurposed and some in 
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