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 וְַרּבִי מֵאִיר הָכִי ָקאָמַר לֵיּה: מִי סָבְַרּתְ ּדַאֲנָא אַּבֵין הַׁשְּמָׁשֹות ּדִיָדְ ָקא אָמֵינָא? אֲנָא אַּבֵין הַׁשְּמָׁשֹות ּדְַרּבִי יֹוסֵי 


ָקא אָמֵינָא, ּדְאָמַר ַרּבִי יֹוסֵי ּבֵין הַׁשְּמָׁשֹות ּכְהֶֶרף עַיִן, זֶה — נִכְנָס, וְזֶה — יֹוצֵא, וְאִי אֶפְׁשָר לַעֲמֹוד עָלָיו
1. How quickly things change from light to darkness and back again. The Gemara answers that 
Rabbi Meir said to Rabbi Yehuda as follows: Do you maintain that I am speaking of your definition 
of twilight? I am speaking of Rabbi Yosei’s definition of twilight, as Rabbi Yosei said: 
Twilight is like the blink of an eye; night begins and day ends and the 
time between them is so brief, it is impossible to quantify.
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ׇכל הַּנְִדחֶה מִּפְנֵי הַׁשָּעָה, ׁשָעָה נְִדחֵת מִּפָנָיו אָמַר ַרּבִי אָבִין הַּלֵוִי: ׇּכל הַּדֹוחֵק אֶת הַׁשָּעָה, ׁשָעָה ּדֹוחְַקּתֹו. וְ
2. Humility is an indispensable quality in scholarship and leadership. Rabbi Avin HaLevi said: If 
one forces the moment and attempts to take advantage of an undeserved opportunity, the 
moment forces him and he is pushed aside. If one yields to the moment and relinquishes an 
opportunity that presents itself, the moment yields to him. 

This may be derived from an incident involving Rabba and Rav Yosef, as Rav Yosef was Sinai, 
extremely erudite, and Rabba was one who uproots mountains, extremely sharp. The moment 
arrived when they were needed; one of them was to be chosen as head of the yeshiva. They sent 
the following question there, to the Sages of Eretz Yisrael: Which takes precedence, Sinai or one 
who uproots mountains? They sent to them in response: Sinai takes precedence, for everyone 
needs the owner of the wheat, one who is expert in the sources. Nevertheless, Rav Yosef did not 
accept the appointment, as the Chaldean astrologers told him: You will preside as head of the 
yeshiva for two years. Rabba presided as head of the yeshiva for twenty-two years. After he died, 
Rav Yosef presided for two and a half years. Though he did not take advantage of the opportunity 
that presented itself, he ultimately fulfilled that for which he was destined. The Gemara relates that 
all those years that Rabba presided, Rav Yosef did not even call a bloodletter to his home. Rav 
Yosef did not assume even the slightest air of authority, and would go to seek out the bloodletter 
rather than call upon the bloodletter to accommodate him.


וְאָמַר ַרּבִי אָבִין הַּלֵוִי: מַאי ּדִכְתִיב ״יַעַנְָ ה׳ ּבְיֹום צָָרה יְׂשַּגֶבְָ ׁשֵם אֱֹלהֵי יַעֲֹקב״, אֱֹלהֵי יַעֲֹקב וְֹלא 
אֱֹלהֵי אַבְָרהָם וְיִצְחָק? מִּכָאן לְבַעַל הַּקֹוָרה ׁשֶּיִּכָנֵס ּבְׇעבְיָּה ׁשֶל קֹוָרה

3. Who owns the problem, and who owns the solution? And Rabbi Avin HaLevi said: 
What is the meaning of that which is written: “The Lord will answer you 
on the day of distress; the name of the God of Jacob set you upon high” 
(Psalms 20:2)? Is God specifically the God of Jacob and not the God of 
Abraham and Isaac? Rather, from here the general principle is derived: 
One who owns a beam should approach carrying the thick portion of 
the beam. A builder, carrying a beam in order to affix it in a building, 
must calibrate it and measure carefully so that the thick part of the 
beam fits in its place; so too must Jacob, who fathered and raised the 
children who would become the people of Israel, continue to pray for 
them and complete the task of nation-building. 



וְאָמַר ַרּבִי אָבִין הַּלֵוִי: ׇּכל הַּנֶהֱנֶה מִּסְעּוָדה ׁשֶּתַלְמִיד חָכָם ׁשָרּוי ּבְתֹוכָּה, ּכְאִיּלּו נֶהֱנֶה מִּזִיו ׁשְכִינָה, ׁשֶּנֶאֱמַר: 
ׇכל לֶחֶם עִם חֹתֵן מֹׁשֶה לִפְנֵי הָאֱֹלהִים״, וְכִי לִפְנֵי אֱֹלהִים אָכְלּו? וַהֲֹלא לִפְנֵי  ״וַּיָבֹא אַהֲֹרן וְכֹל זְִקנֵי יִׂשְָראֵל לֶאֱ


מֹׁשֶה אָכְלּו. אֶּלָא לֹומַר לְָ ׇּכל הַּנֶהֱנֶה מִּסְעּוָדה ׁשֶּתַלְמִיד חָכָם ׁשָרּוי ּבְתֹוכָּה — ּכְאִיּלּו נֶהֱנֶה מִּזִיו ׁשְכִינָה
4. What is the value of a Torah scholar? What is Divine about humans? And Rabbi Avin HaLevi 
said: One who partakes of a meal at which a Torah scholar is present, it is as if he enjoyed the 
radiant splendor of the Divine Presence, as it is stated: “And Aaron came, and all the elders of 
Israel, to eat bread with Moses’ father-in-law before God” (Exodus 18:12). Did they actually eat 
before God? Didn’t they eat before Moses?

Rather, this verse comes to tell you that one who partakes in a meal at which a Torah scholar is 
present, it is as if he enjoyed the radiant splendor of the Divine Presence.


 וְאָמַר ַרּבִי אָבִין הַּלֵוִי: הַּנִפְטָר מֵחֲבֵרֹו אַל יֹאמַר לֹו ״לְֵ ּבְׁשָלֹום״, אֶּלָא ״לְֵ לְׁשָלֹום״, ׁשֶהֲֵרי יִתְרֹו ׁשֶאָמַר לֹו
 לְמֹׁשֶה ״לְֵ לְׁשָלֹום״, עָלָה וְהִצְלִיחַ. ּדָוִד ׁשֶאָמַר לֹו לְאַבְׁשָלֹום ״לְֵ ּבְׁשָלֹום״, הָלְַ וְנִתְלָה. וְאָמַר ַרּבִי אָבִין הַּלֵוִי:

הַּנִפְטָר מִן הַּמֵת אַל יֹאמַר לֹו ״לְֵ לְׁשָלֹום״, אֶּלָא ״לְֵ ּבְׁשָלֹום״, ׁשֶּנֶאֱמַר: ״וְאַּתָה ּתָבֹוא אֶל אֲבֹתֶיָ ּבְׁשָלֹום״

5. “Where do we go from here?” And Rabbi Avin HaLevi said: One who takes leave from 
another should not say to him: Go in peace, but rather, he should say: Go to peace. As we 
see that, on the one hand, Jethro said to Moses: “Go to peace” (Exodus 4:18), and Moses 
ascended and was successful. On the other hand, David said to his son, Absalom: “Go in 
peace” (II Samuel 15:9), and Absalom went and was ultimately hanged.


Rabbi Avin HaLevi also said: One who takes leave from a dead person should not say 
to him: Go to peace, but rather, one should say: Go in peace, as it is stated: “But you shall 
go to your fathers in peace” (Genesis 15:15). 

אָמַר ַרּבִי לֵוִי ּבַר חִּיָיא: הַּיֹוצֵא מִּבֵית הַּכְנֶסֶת וְנִכְנָס לְבֵית הַּמְִדָרׁש וְעֹוסֵק ּבַּתֹוָרה — זֹוכֶה ּומְַקּבֵל ּפְנֵי ׁשְכִינָה, 
ׁשֶּנֶאֱמַר ״יֵלְכּו מֵחַיִל אֶל חָיִל יֵָראֶה אֶל אֱֹלהִים ּבְצִּיֹון״ 

6. Diligence and alacrity for the holy are themselves holy. Rabbi Levi bar Ḥiyya said: One who 
leaves the synagogue and immediately enters the study hall and engages in Torah study, is 
privileged to receive the Divine Presence, as it is stated: “They go from strength to strength, 
every one of them appears before God in Zion” (Psalms 84:8); those who go from a place of 
prayer to a place of Torah study are privileged to receive a divine revelation in Zion


אָמַר ַרּבִי חִּיָיא ּבַר אָׁשֵי אָמַר ַרב: ּתַלְמִיֵדי חֲכָמִים אֵין לָהֶם מְנּוחָה ֹלא ּבָעֹולָם הַּזֶה וְֹלא ּבָעֹולָם הַּבָא, ׁשֶּנֶאֱמַר: 

״יֵלְכּו מֵחַיִל אֶל חָיִל יֵָראֶה אֶל אֱֹלהִים ּבְצִּיֹון״

7. Progress is better than “perfection”; contribution is better than relaxation. With regard to 
that same verse, Rabbi Ḥiyya bar Ashi said that Rav said: Torah scholars 
have rest neither in this world nor in the World-to-Come, as in both 
worlds they are constantly progressing, as it is stated: “They go from 
strength to strength, every one of them appears before God in Zion.” 

ׇכל ּבָנַיְִ לִּמּוֵדי ה׳ וְַרב  אָמַר ַרּבִי אֶלְעָזָר אָמַר ַרּבִי חֲנִינָא: ּתַלְמִיֵדי חֲכָמִים מְַרּבִים ׁשָלֹום ּבָעֹולָם, ׁשֶּנֶאֱמַר: ״וְ

ׁשְלֹום ּבָנָיְִ״

8. Torah/religion is only true Torah/religion if it leads to peace. Rabbi Elazar said that Rabbi Ḥanina 
said: Torah scholars increase peace in the world, as it is said: “And all your children [banayikh] 
shall be taught of Adonai, and great shall be the peace of your children” (Isaiah 54:13). If all 
the children of Israel are taught of the Lord, there will be peace for all.


אַל ּתְִקֵרי ״ּבָנָיְִ״ אֶּלָא ״ּבֹונָיְִ״. ״ׁשָלֹום ָרב לְאֹהֲבֵי תֹוָרתֶָ וְאֵין לָמֹו מִכְׁשֹול״. ״יְהִי ׁשָלֹום ּבְחֵילְֵ ׁשַלְוָה 
ּבְאְַרמְנֹותָיְִ״. ״לְמַעַן אַחַי וְֵרעָי אֲַדּבְָרה ּנָא ׁשָלֹום ּבְָ. לְמַעַן ּבֵית ה׳ אֱֹלהֵינּו אֲבְַקׁשָה טֹוב לְָ״. ״ה׳ עֹז לְעַּמֹו 


יִּתֵן ה׳ יְבֵָרְ אֶת עַּמֹו בַׁשָּלֹום״
9. Pursuing peace means looking out for others, including future generations, not just 
guaranteeing your own “piece” of the pie. The Sages interpreted this verse 



homiletically: Do not read your children [banayikh], but your builders 
[bonayikh]. Torah scholars are those who build peace for their generation. As 
it is stated: “Those who love Your Torah have great peace; there is no 
stumbling block for them” (Psalms 119:165); and “May there be peace within 
your walls, prosperity within your palaces” (Psalms 122:7), because: “For the 
sake of my brothers and friends, I shall say: Peace be within you. For the 
sake of the House of the Lord, our God, I will seek your good” (Psalms 
122:8–9), and “May Adonai give strength to the Divine’s people; [then] 
Adonai will bless the Divine’s own people with peace” (Psalms 29:11).



הדרן עלך הרואה וסליקא לה מסכת ברכות

May we return to You, the One who beholds! 

And finished is the Tractate Berakot.


הדרן
הדרן עלך מסכת ברכות

 והדרך עלן 
דעתן עלך מסכת ברכות

 ודעתך עלן
 לא נתנשי מינך מסכת ברכות ולא תתנשי מינן 

לא בעלמא הדין ולא בעלמא דאתי

Hadran alakh Masekhet Berachot ve-hadrakh alan
da'atan alakh Masekhet Berachot ve-da'atekh alan 
lo nitnashi minekh Masekhet Berachot, ve-lo titnashi minan 
lo be-alma ha-din ve-lo be-alma deati
  
We will return to you, Tractate Berachot and you will return to us; 
our mind is on you, Tractate Berachot and your mind is on us; 
we will not forget you, Tractate Berachot and you will not forget us,
not in this world and not in the world to come.

 ח  לְמַעַן, אַחַי וְֵרעָי--    אֲַדּבְָרה-ּנָא
ׁשָלֹום ּבְָ

8 Because of my brothers and friends, because of my sisters 
and friends, please let me ask, please let me say, “Peace to 
you!”

    ט  לְמַעַן, ּבֵית-יְהוָה אֱֹלהֵינּו--
אֲבְַקׁשָה טֹוב לְָ

9 This is the House, the House of the Lord. I wish the best 
for you. 


