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THE LEARNING COLLABORATIVE’S SPRING 2022 SEMESTER 

 

With the announcement of our spring 2022 program, The Learning Collaborative completes a 

second year of course offerings via Zoom only. I wish to thank everyone who helped to sustain 

TLC since the arrival of the Covid pandemic - our stalwart student participants; our group of 

talented and dedicated instructors; New City Jewish Center and Executive Director Jessica 

Trokel, in particular, for administrative assistance; Mike Loewenberg (MESH) for developing 

and managing our website, now completing one year in operation; and finally the members of 

our Board who have worked diligently to deal with all the unexpected issues arising over these 

two years. Please explore the course offerings and plan your participation, and please encourage 

others to become first time participants in our “Never Stop Learning” experience.     
 

The curriculum, as usual, covers an extremely wide range of topics. We are confident that once 

you’ve reviewed the courses presented in this catalog you will be able to find much that is of 

interest to you. 

 

Stay safe, be well, and we look forward to the return of in-person classes ... hopefully sooner 

than later. 

 

Sam Mazen, 

TLC Chair  
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       COURSE DESCRIPTIONS      
 

(All classes are by Zoom. Please see the notes at the bottom of this page.) 

 

SESSION 1:  TUESDAYS, MARCH 15–APRIL 19  
 

Session 1 – Period 1: 10:00–11:15 am 
 

1.1.1 More Movies – Robin Brancato 

You’ll receive a list of six films that you’ll watch, one a week, in advance of the class. The titles 

will be a combination of oldies commemorating a particular director or actor and contemporary 

films. Choices should be available, usually free, on Netflix, Amazon Prime, YouTube, or 

as DVDs from your library. They will be diverse in subject matter and style and will be selected 

on the basis of how likely they are to stimulate discussion. NEW! 
 

1.1.2 American Business History - Economic Boom and Bust – Rick Feingold 

The capitalist economic system is marked by economic boom and bust cycles.  The prior 

expansion cycle was the longest in American history. This class covers business cycles of the 

18th to 21st centuries in America. Topics include: three depressions of early America, J. P. 

Morgan, the crash of 1929, the Great Depression, and the 2008 Great Recession. Themes include 

counterfeiting, the First and Second banks of the United States, the rise of modern finance, Jesse 

Livermore-The Great Bear of Wall Street, the Lehman Brothers collapse, and the too big to fail 

dilemma. NEW! 

(Note that the third session of this class will be at the same time, 10:00 am, but will be held on 

Wednesday, March 30.) 
 

1.1.3 Sinatra’s 1950s and 1960s Recordings – Dr. Floyd Lapp 

Learn more about, and listen to, the new recording sound that Sinatra created as he broke through 

the cobwebs of his past singing exploits. In the process, he dressed up with a new suit of singles 

and “concept album” sounds not played before in any previous courses. NEW! 
 

1.1.4 Highlights of Great Operas – Joan Mallory 

We will discuss and hear selections from the following operas: La Boheme, Pagliacci, 

Cavalleria Rusticana, Werther, La Donna del Lago, and Tosca. NEW! 

________ 
Notes: 

1. Courses are identified by three digits. The first digit is the session number, the second is the 

time period, and the third is the alphabetical order, by instructor, in that section timeslot: e.g., 

1.3.4 would be session 1, period 3, and the fourth course, alphabetically, by the instructor’s last 

name. 
 

2. “NEW!” denotes that a course is totally new or is an extension of a prior course with all new 

material. Instructor biographies follow this course description section. Practically all courses are 

entirely new to The Learning Collaborative. 
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1.1.5 Mindful Chair Yoga – Bette Willins  

This chair-based yoga class is appropriate for all ages and levels of ability. Instruction 

incorporates yoga postures, gentle movement sequences, breath work, and guided meditation, all 

of which focus on bringing about an increased sense of mindful awareness. Research has 

demonstrated that mindfulness practice of breath and body is effective in managing stress and 

“quieting” the nervous system. Modifications are provided specific to participants’ needs, 

allowing for the optimal balance between support and challenge. This class will meet you where 

you are at any given moment. All are welcome. No yoga experience necessary.  
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Session 1 – Period 2: 11:30 am–12:45 pm 
 

1.2.1 Positive Psychology: The Science of Human Flourishing – Debra Levin 

We will explore Positive Psychology – a recent outgrowth of the field of psychology that 

explores science-based tools that facilitate happiness. Positive Psychology is NOT positive 

thinking. We will explore how to adopt a positive lens through mindfulness, meditation, meaning 

and purpose, gratitude, character strengths, and more! NEW! 
 

1.2.2 The Life and Artistry of John Gielgud – Richard Markowitz 

The seven decade career of John Gielgud (1904-2000) encompassed a wide range of 

performances on stage, screen, radio and recordings. We will hear him review his personal and 

professional life in detail, read prose of Dickens, Wilde, and Lewis Carroll, enact scenes from 

plays of Shakespeare, Chekhov and T. S. Eliot (among others), and recite classic and modern 

poetry. NEW! 

 

1.2.3 Memoir Plus – Ronni Miller 

This is a hands-on writing workshop to use the raw material of one’s own life to write fact or 

fiction stories. It is sometimes the everyday, ordinary moment, a phrase, taste, smell, touch, or 

sight that is embedded in our memory and has had the greatest effect on our life. To document 

and express these stories is a way to better understand our own lives as much as to inform, 

educate, and entertain others. Writing assignments are given each week and an alternative to the 

assignment is to bring in a work-in-progress. Positive, oral instructor, and peer feedback enhance 

creativity. Enrollment limited to 12. NEW! 
 

1.2.4 An Exploratory Look at the Metaverse and Other New Technologies – Dr. Alan Pierce 
Starting with the Metaverse (a virtual-reality space in which users can interact with a computer-              

generated environment and other users) we will look at new, exciting, and important 

breakthroughs in technology. Some of these technologies will already be in use and others will 

still be works in progress at research institutions and medical facilities. As a member of this 

class, you will be encouraged to share your thoughts as we have all been using technology our 

entire lives. Presentations will include new Tech and also some technologies that were discussed 

in previous classes. NEW! 
 

1.2.5 Deconstructing Macbeth – Alice Twombly 

In reading Macbeth, we will try to get below the rich language of the play to understand not only 

the complexities of the theme of ambition and its consequences in the lives of Macbeth  (a real 

Scottish Thane) and Lady Macbeth (a real Scottish Princess called Gruoch) but also to examine 

how the structure of the play contributes to its greatness. Traditionally, this play has been called 

“The Scottish Play” because many disasters have been associated with productions of the play. I 

don’t intend to tempt fate but…. Please purchase a copy of the Folger Edition of the play so we 

can all stay on the same page. DO NOT download the play to Kindle. It will make a mess of 

things. (You may want to see the new movie Macbeth with Denzel Washington, but you might 

want to wait until we finish the course.) NEW! 
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Session 1 – Period 3: 1:30–2:45 pm 
 

1.3.1 Novel Beginnings: First Chapters – Susan Barnett 

How do authors begin their stories? We will read and discuss first chapters representing a 

variety of forms of narration and style, beginning with Dickens’ David Copperfield, Jane 

Austen’s Pride and Prejudice, and Anthony Trollope’s The Eustace Diamonds. Copies of these 

will be sent to members of the class before the first session. The remaining selections will be 

presented when the class meets. NEW! 
 

1.3.2 Science in the News – Dr. Marty O. Cohen 
Every day, new and exciting discoveries and developments in the various fields of science are 

announced. In this class, the prior weeks’ most important scientific news items will be presented 

and discussed. Participation by class members is encouraged. ALL NEW ITEMS! 
 

1.3.3 Skills for Navigating the Rapids of Accelerating Change – Jim Evers 

We now live in a world of accelerating changes - in technology, the environment, economics, 

and social values. Instead of having change-aversion, we can navigate change using some new 

skills and honing some latent skills. Through interactive discussions, we will explore some of 

both – the new and the latent. Depending on class needs, these might include beginner’s 

mind, “possibilianism”, exponential thinking, convergence-anticipation, awakened curiosity, 

creative problem solving, informed-hope, reframing issues, asking key questions, using fast and 

slow decision making, and building applicable story and humor. NEW! 
 

1.3.4 Community Building – Susanne Kernan 

We will go in depth on various models of international community building and have much time 

for group discussions. NEW! 



 7 

SESSION 2:  TUESDAYS, APRIL 26–MAY 31 
 

Session 2 – Period 1: 10:00–11:15 am 
 

2.1.1 How to Organize an Estate Plan after the “SECURE Act” – Beth Blecker 

Whether you have already put together an estate plan or have been “getting around to it,” on 

January 1, 2020 things changed! Now more than ever it is important to know who you are 

leaving what to. Should you name them on a beneficiary designation or are they in your will. 

Learn how to use the SECURE Act so that your children don’t pay more to taxes than they have 

to. NEW! 
 

2.2.2 More Short Stories – Robin Brancato 

We’ll read and share ideas on two stories every week, many of them from The New Yorker. 

Stories will be selected on the basis of relevance to our world today, diversity of content and 

style, and likelihood of inspiring good discussion. Stories will either be available for you to 

access directly on the Internet or sent by me to you in digital form. NEW STORIES! 
 

2.1.3 Stories of the U. S. Air Force: 1917-1953 – Rick Feingold 

This class will cover Eddie Rickenbacker – flying ace of World War I; American propaganda of 

World War II including the Disney film Education for Death, Memphis Belle, and the story of 

Lili Marlene; Louis Zamperini’s career as a runner at the 1936 Berlin Olympics and as a flyer 

who survived 47 days in a lifeboat after being shot down in the Pacific; Major Glenn Miller’s 

Army Air Forces band; and baseball player Ted Williams’ career as a fighter pilot. The final 

session will cover the “Escape from Behind Enemy Lines” account of how the instructor’s 

father, Louis Feingold, a B-17 navigator, escaped enemy capture with the French Underground 

after his plane was shot down over occupied France in 1943. NEW! 
 

2.1.4 Six Illustrated Lectures with a Historian and Storyteller – Marty Schneit 
This potpourri course will include the following one-day classes. All are NEW!  

Lower East Side – Tidbits about some of the great people like Irving Berlin, Eddie Cantor, 

and George Burns who lived on the Lower East Side.  

Jewish Harlem – Before the great black migration from the south, Harlem was the third largest 

Jewish settlement in the world. 

Katharine Hepburn – A living legend of stage and screen, Hepburn received twelve 

nominations and collected four Oscars for best actress. Still the record.   

Women of New York – This is about the many talented and dedicated women of NYC who 

made a difference then and who left a lasting imprint on the modern era.   

Fred Astaire, an American Icon – The legendary Astaire’s life and work with illustrations and 

film footage. Astaire’s 70-year performing career began at the age of five, when he debuted in 

vaudeville with his older sister Adele.   

West Side Stories (Upper West Side) – Explore the rich architecture and history of the area 

surrounding Columbus Circle. Visit the site of the first Jewish congregation in North America.   
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2.1.5 Racism Lives On: Part 2 - Mark Silberstein  

This course is exclusively for those who have taken Mark’s first Racism course. We are far from 

living in a post-racism era. Topics will include the anti-Critical Race Theory movement, the 

history of Black voter suppression, and the failed War on Drugs linked to Black mass 

incarceration.  How has the public image of Blacks historically and subconsciously subverted the 

image of African Americans in American culture? How much does racism drive the Red/Blue 

divide? There will be some homework assignments. NEW! 
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Session 2 – Period 2: 11:30 am–12:45 pm 
 

2.2.1 Great Museums of the World – Suzanne Altman                 
This course explores some of the most famous and treasure-filled museums in the world 

including the unparalleled collection of the Louvre, the Dutch Golden Age at The Rijksmuseum, 

the Renaissance masters at the Uffizi Gallery, and the cultural treasures of the British Museum. 

Also the Spanish masters at the Prado and, of course, NYC’s most wonderful landmark: the 

Metropolitan Museum of Art. NEW! 
 

2.2.2 The Long Game: China’s Quest for Centrality in the 21st Century – Jim Levey 

China has entangled the world in its long game – a slow but steady drumbeat of economic 

coercion, intensive global propaganda, political pressure, and consensual agreements designed to 

create the perception that the Chinese way of life is superior to the West. The free world, 

inspired by US leadership, however, can address the threat of Chinese centrality through 

domestic and foreign policies that restore faith in democratic institutions. This course will 

examine China’s agenda and propose a plan for US leadership in the 21st century. NEW! 
 

2.2.3 Scenes from Pulitzer Prize Winning Plays – Richard Markowitz 

The Pulitzer Prize for Drama was first awarded in 1918 and has been given most years since 

then. We will hear scenes from many celebrated American plays, performed by distinguished 

actors. Representative plays will include Strange Interlude, The Skin of Our Teeth, The Little 

Foxes, Abe Lincoln in Illinois, and J.B., among many others. NEW! 
 

2.2.4 Meaningful Mysticism – Judith Rose 
The word Kabbalah means “The Receiving.” It refers to a system of sacred secrets passed down 

from teacher to disciple that explored life’s deepest mysteries. In our time together, we will share 

the study of a selection of these insights, as well as excerpts from the writings of Christian, 

Hindu, Buddhist, and Sufi mystics, along with words written by Jung, Steiner, Einstein, and the 

Transcendental poets. Together, we will work towards becoming more awake, more aware, and 

less afraid of the unknown. NEW! 
 

2.2.5 Beowulf and Grendel – Alice Twombly 

Beowulf is considered to be the first great work of “English” literature although it was written in 

the Anglo-Saxon period (between the 7th - 10th centuries, C.E.) and in Old English. It concerns 

characters who did not live in Britain, but in Scandanavia. Mythic Beowulf, a Scandinavian 

prince, has killed Grendel, who threatened the lives of Beowulf’s people, the Geats. Later, 

Grendel’s Mother, one of the great monsters of history, seeks to avenge her son. We will be 

reading Beowulf  for the first four weeks, and the great philosophical novel, Grendel, by John 

Gardner (1971), to examine Grendel’s side of the story. Please buy Seamus Heaney’s Beowulf, A 

Verse Translation, Norton Critical Edition (2002) and before the first class, read Denis 

Donoghue’s Preface and Old English Language and Poetics. NEW! 
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Session 2 – Period 3: 1:30–2:45 pm 
 

2.3.1 Art History Book Group – Suzanne Altman 

This course is a blend of an art history course with slides and a book discussion group. Excerpts 

from six books about artists will be provided (though you are certainly welcome to read the 

entire book.) Information and visuals relating to the book will be shown to spark discussion. 

Books include Girl with a Pearl Earring about Vermeer (Tracy Chevalier), Luncheon of the 

Boating Party about Renoir (Susan Vreeland), The Yellow House about Van Gogh and Gauguin 

(Martin Gayford), Strapless about John Singer Sargent (Deborah Davis), The Art Forger about 

Degas and art forgery (B.A.  Shapiro), and I Always Loved You (Robin Oliviera) about Mary 

Cassatt. NEW! 
 

2.3.2 Stellar Short Stories: American Authors – Susan Barnett 
We will look at a selection of stories by Edith Wharton, Eudora Welty, William Faulkner, and 

Ring Lardner, perhaps familiar but well-worth re-reading and discussing. These stories will be 

made available through email to the students before each session. We begin with "Roman 

Fever," by Edith Wharton, to be emailed to those registered for the class. (More titles will follow 

when the class meets.) NEW! 
 

2.3.3 Does Human Nature Boil Down to Self-Interest? – Dr. Leonard Grob 

The way individuals have responded to the current pandemic sheds light on one of the main 

divides in our society. Some see human nature dictating that we act solely according to our self-

interest; others see regard for the welfare of others – altruism – as a key motivation for our 

actions. Guided by the philosophies of two twentieth century thinkers, Martin Buber and 

Emmanuel Levinas, as well by a recounting of the deeds of Christian rescuers during the 

Holocaust, we will explore a perennial philosophical question: Is human nature intrinsically self-

interested? NEW! 
 

2.3.4 Artist’s Process: Unpacking the Creative Process versus Performing! - Katie Palmer 
Join the artists of Together in Dance as they take you behind the scenes in the life of an artist. In 

this series, we will compare and contrast the difference between creation of a work versus 

performing in one that’s already established. You’ll talk with dancers, choreographers, 

songwriters, and actors who are currently working members of the theater and dance industries 

who have performed on Broadway, in Europe, Asia, and everywhere in between. Our artists will 

walk you through their journey from first notes all the way to the spotlight. You’ll see excerpts 

of their work and hear them describe their artistic collaborations and process. These creators and 

performers can’t wait to share their artistic journeys and talents with you, because getting to 

opening night is half the fun! NEW MATERIAL!  
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INSTRUCTOR BIOGRAPHIES 
 

 

Suzanne Altman, B.F.A., Tyler School of Art, Master’s in Art Education, Pace University, has 

taught art and art history in public and private schools. She lectures on art history at many venues 

in the Hudson Valley and New Jersey. Suzanne is also a painter who works and teaches out of 

her studio in Ossining. Her works have been widely exhibited. 
 

Susan Barnett holds a B.A. and M.A. in English Literature from Queens College. She has 

taught at Bronx Community College and at Fairleigh Dickinson. She has also taught ESL for 

many years in the Teaneck Public Schools as well as at the Tenafly Adult Education program. 
 

Beth Blecker draws upon her many years of experience in retirement planning and particular 

expertise in distribution strategies to provide clients approaching their retirement years, or in times 

of transition, with proactive financial strategies. She understands that it’s not just your money, it’s 

your life, and she works towards helping financial balance.  
 

Robin F. Brancato has taught English, journalism, and creative writing at Hackensack H.S., 

Teaneck H.S., and Kean University, all in New Jersey. She has published eight young adult 

novels with Alfred Knopf and two nonfiction books for teenagers with Scarecrow Press. She is a 

member of the Authors Guild, PEN International, and Writers Guild East. 
 

Dr. Marty O. Cohen has a doctorate in Nuclear Science and Engineering from Columbia 

University. He has lectured on history, science, and the historic approach to Bible at Road 

Scholar (nee Elderhostel) seminars, the Melton Institute, alumni associations, synagogues, 

culture clubs, and many times here at the Collaborative. He is a member of TLC board and is the 

catalog editor. 
 

Jim Evers, M.A.T., Oberlin, writer, entrepreneur, and retired educator, has taught all grades,  

K– 12, graduate school, and corporate training programs. He is the Co-Facilitator of Grassroots 

Community Service Projects. Jim is the founder of the Center for Exploring Creativity and New 

Possibilities. 
 

Rick Feingold holds a B.A. in History and Business from Rutgers and an M.B.A. from Penn 

State. He has 30 years of teaching experience, currently teaching “American Business History” 

and “The Air Force in World War II” at Bergen Community College. He also teaches at 

Ridgewood Community School and Emerson Community School. He has lectured at over fifty 

local libraries and has written for the Boston Herald and Christian Science Monitor. 
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Dr. Leonard Grob is Professor Emeritus of Philosophy at Fairleigh Dickinson University.  He 

writes about the philosophies of Martin Buber and Emanuel Levinas, and also has expertise in 

Holocaust Studies and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.  
 

Susanne Kernan is a Rockland grassroots activist and volunteer Climate Reality Leader trained 

by former US Vice President Al Gore and The Climate Reality Project in 2020. She is a founding 

member of Rockland Citizens Action Network, and a long-time member of the Rockland Water 

Coalition. As one of over 20,000 trained Climate Reality Leaders from over 150 countries, 

Susanne has a deep understanding of the science of climate change, the impacts of the climate 

crisis, and possible solutions to the crisis that each of us can take individually at home and 

collectively in our community. Susanne guest taught about state politics and environmental 

issues at the Learning Collective in 2018 and 2019, for two of Bill Batson’s classes. 
 

Dr. Floyd Lapp has an M.A. and Ph.D. from NYU in Public Administration/Urban Planning 

and has been a practicing urban planner for more than half a century. He was attracted to his 

profession from the personal experiences of neighborhood change as he was growing up in the 

Bronx. While at home, he listened to his sister’s Frank Sinatra records. City planning, baseball 

(he lived within walking distance of Yankee Stadium), and Sinatra have been with him all his 

life.  
 

Jim Levey, formerly a partner at American China Mercantile and a senior manager at IBM, 

holds an advanced degree from the China Studies Asian Institute of St. John’s University and is 

now working to introduce China education to mainstream Americans at various institutions. 

 

Debra Levin jumped into a sooner-than-expected retirement from a career in investments for 

major corporations. Late in her finance career, she embarked on her Positive Psychology journey 

by enrolling in the Wholebeing Institute/Kripalu Center for Yoga and Health’s Certificate In 

Positive Psychology Program from which she earned a certificate in 2016. She has since taken 

additional classes in Positive Psychology and is thrilled to share her knowledge with the 

Learning Collaborative Community. 

 

Joan Adinolfi Mallory has been an educator for 54 years both in public school and as head of 

the Music Education department of Nyack College, 1998-2015. She received the Model 

Classroom Teacher award from MENC at the end of her public teaching career and now enjoys 

taking her “Opera Experience” class on the road. 
 

Richard Markowitz has made a lifelong study of domestic and foreign record catalogs (from 

78s to LPs and CDs) and has focused in detail on the history of sound recordings and published 

scores in the areas of concert works, folksong, and musical theater. 
 

Ronni Miller is an award-winning fiction writer with eight published books. She created and 

founded Write It Out®, a motivational and expressive writing program in 1992 and teaches it in 

the US, Bermuda, and Italy at colleges, education centers, and private venues. She is a Book 

Midwife/Developmental Editor and guides her clients to birth their books from inception to 

delivery.  
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Katie Palmer is the Executive Director of Together in Dance. As a creator/performer, she has 

worked with dancers, singers, actors, and musicians across multiple performing arts 

organizations including NY Theater Workshop, Theater in Asylum, Alvin Ailey, and Disney 

Theatrical Group. She is delighted to draw on the rich talents of Together in Dance artists to 

present six amazing musical theater and dance professionals as they share their virtuosity with 

The Learning Collaborative. 
 

Dr. Alan J. Pierce, Ed.D., is the co-author of six textbooks on technology published by West 

Publishing and Glencoe McGraw-Hill. He was the technical consultant on the children’s book 

Discover How Things Work and was an editor for the six books created by The Techknow 

Project and published by Centre Pointe Learning. His magazine column on new and emerging 

technology is published monthly in the magazine TechDirections. 
 

Judith Rose remains curious. She writes, she teaches, she creates, she choreographs, she dances, 

she listens, she learns. She is the director of Vital Movement™, the wellness practice she 

founded based in Nyack, NY. Her belief in the healing power of the arts continues to inspire her 

work as does her ever-deepening respect for the mystery of life. 
 

Marty Schneit is a born and bred New Yorker and a historian. He has lectured at many local 

institutions such as the NY Public Library, JCCs, The 92nd Street Y, The Health Outreach 

Program of New York Presbyterian Hospital, Central Synagogue, The Hebrew Home for the 

Aged (Riverdale), The Ziegfeld Society of NY, for patients at the Memorial Sloan Kettering 

Hospital, and the Lincoln Center Campus of Fordham University. The Jewish Braille Institute 

has recorded Marty’s lectures for their audio magazine and lecture series. 
 

Mark Silberstein was a science teacher for 30 years and a professional development specialist 

and training facilitator for 14 years in the Yonkers public schools. He specialized in human 

relations skills and diversity and has trained students, teachers, school aides, and administrators. 

He has served on a community diversity committee for the Human Rights Commission of 

Rockland County. 
 

Alice Twombly has a B.A. in English from Brandeis and an M.A.T. from the Harvard Graduate 

School of Education. She taught Shakespeare and AP English at Teaneck H.S. for over 35 

years. An educational consultant, photographer, and poet, Alice frequently lectures on literary 

topics at regional libraries, is the Curator of Thursdays Are For Poetry, a monthly poetry reading 

in Teaneck, and a member of Brevitas, an online poetry collective of over 70 poets in the NY 

Metro Area. 
 

Bette Willins, M.S., is a certified yoga instructor holding advanced degrees in education from 

Fordham and educational diagnostics from Monclair State. Her teaching experience has targeted 

the specific educational needs for learners of all ages and abilities. Bette’s personal experience, 

with the challenges associated with Parkinson’s Disease, has broadened her passion to 

acknowledge the needs of the whole person, specifically through the practice of yoga, breathing, 

and meditative exercise. Bette’s expertise in this field, coupled with her compassion, empowers 

her students to develop the necessary skill set to address a wide range of physical, cognitive and 

emotional challenges.  
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KUDOS 
 

We wish to thank Jessica Trokel from NCJC who, even under the most trying of conditions, 

while doing 101 other things for NCJC, continues to rise to the occasion to help us solve our 

problems.  
 

The editor extends his loving thanks to his wife, Judy, for once again proofreading the catalog. 

She is unbelievably good. [Judy’s comment upon proofreading this was “I sure is.”] 
 

The editor also thanks Board President Sam Mazen for numerous helpful conversations and 

suggestions and for the leadership he has provided during the COVID crisis. 
 

And finally, our sincere thanks to our wonderful teachers who devote themselves to our program 

and who helped us overcome the barriers to holding a Zoom semester of learning under today’s 

conditions. Many of them, like many of our students, look forward to the day when we can meet 

face to face once again. 
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    REGISTRATION 
 

For general questions about the Collaborative, call 845-638-9600, select “0”. 

 

Session 1 – Tuesdays: March 15 – April 19   (6 weeks) 

Session 2 – Tuesdays: April 26 – May 31      (6 weeks)  

                        

Period 1        10:00 to 11:15 a.m.       

Period 2:       11:30 a.m. to 12:45 p.m.                  . 

Period 3:       1:30 to 2:45 p.m.   

 

 

REGISTRATION BEGINS MONDAY, 9 A.M., FEBRUARY 14, 2022 

 

Refunds will be given for requests which must be made at least 48 hours before a class starts. 

 

 

You can register in one of two ways. 

 

1. For online registration go to our website, learningcollaborativeny.org and follow directions. 
A. If two people will be at the same terminal and will be taking the exact same courses, they may 

register, for example, as Joe and Jane Doe and pay 50% over the price for one student.  

 

B. If two people are at the same location but are taking different courses, they have to register, as 

usual, as two individuals and, of course, use two different terminals. 

 

No. of courses ______     x $60 per   $______________  (minimum of three courses) 

+ 50% Fee for 2 sharing a terminal   ______________ 

Total Fee                                             $ ______________ 

 

       C.   You may wish to make use of the table of courses, on the next two pages, for your own notes.  

 

 

2. For registration via postal mail or drop-off on-site, please use the three pages that follow. 

 
 



 16 

SELECT YOUR COURSES 
 

(This page and the following one are for students not using online registration.) 
 

NAME   ______________________________________________________ 

 

EMAIL   _______________________________________________________ 
 

Please check off your first and second choices on this page, fill out the registration form on he 

following page, and then send both pages to NCJC. Though the Collaborative will make every 

effort to enroll you in classes of your first choice, this may not always be possible as in some 

cases class sizes are limited. Therefore, it is important that you indicate second choices as well. 

PLEASE NOTE THAT A SECOND CHOICE DOES NOT NECESSARILY HAVE TO BE 

IN THE SAME TIMESLOT AS A FIRST CHOICE. 
 

SESSION 1 (Tuesdays) (March 15–April 26) 
 

ID       Instructor Description                               1st Choice          2nd Choice  

1.1.1 Brancato More Movies □ □ 

1.1.2 Feingold American Business History □ □ 

1.1.3 Lapp Sinatra’s 50s and 60s Recordings □ □ 

1.1.4 Mallory Highlights of Great Operas □ □ 

1.1.5 Willins Mindful Chair Yoga □ □   
 

1.2.1 Levin Positive Psychology  □ □ 

1.2.2 Markowitz  Life and Artistry of John Gielgud □ □ 

1.2.3 Miller Memoir Plus □ □ 

1.2.4 Pierce Look at the Metaverse □ □   

1.2.5 Twombly Deconstructing Macbeth           □ □ 
 

1.3.1 Barnett Novel Beginnings □ □   

1.3.2 Cohen  Science in the News □ □ 

1.3.3 Evers Navigating Accelerating Change    □ □ 

1.3.4 Kernan Community Building □ □   
 

 

SESSION 2 (Tuesdays) (April 19–May 31) 

 
ID       Instructor Description                               1st Choice          2nd Choice 

2.1.1 Blecker Organizing an Estate Plan □ □ 

2.1.2 Brancato More Short Stories □ □ 

2.1.3 Feingold Stories of the U.S. Air Force □ □ 

2.1.4 Schneit Six Illustrated Lectures □ □ 

2.1.5  Silberstein    Racism Lives On: Part 2                 □ □  

  

2.2.1 Altman Great Museums of the World  □ □ 

2.2.2 Levey China’s Quest for Centrality □ □ 

2.2.3 Markowitz Pulitzer Prize Winning Plays □ □ 

2.2.4 Rose Meaningful Mysticism □ □ 

2.2.5 Twombly Beowulf and Grendl □ □ 

 

2.3.1 Altman Art History Book Group □ □ 

2.3.2 Barnett Stellar Short Stories  □ □ 

2.3.3 Grob Human Nature & Self Interest □ □ 

2.3.4 Palmer Artist’s Process: Creative Process vs. □ □ 
  Performing 
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 Registration for Spring 2022 Courses  

 
(For those not using online registration) 

 

Registration is by mailed-in check only. 

 

Name  __________________________________________________ 

 

Address ________________________________________________ 

 

City _______________________________  State ____   Zip ______ 

 

Email ________________________________   Phone ___________ 

 

No. of courses ______     x $60 per   $______________  (minimum of three courses) 

+ 50% Fee for 2 sharing a terminal   ______________ 

Total Fee                                             $ ______________ 

 

Make check out to NCJC–TLC and list check number _________ 

 

Postal mail the registration form with check to: 

 New City Jewish Center – TLC 

 47 Old Schoolhouse Road 
 New City, NY 10956 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

           Learning Collaborative Board Members          a 
 
Carol Baretz Martin O. Cohen  Berton Greenberg  
Sally Borgman Joseph Epstein Warren Grodin       
Jeffrey Brown Nancy Goldman Phyllis Levin 
Mary Buchbinder Howard Goldstein Sam Mazen 
Phil Carmichael Judy Gorman Marsha Safran 
Phyllis Citrin   

 

 

The contents of this brochure were submitted by The Learning Collaborative’s Board. If you or someone you know 

is interested in teaching a course, please contact Mary Buchbinder at merbook67@gmail.com. If you have 

suggestions for improving this catalog, please contact the editor, Dr. Marty O. Cohen, at genesisx@optonline.net. 

 

mailto:merbook67@gmail.com
mailto:genesisx@optonline.net

