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  HAKOL   
 

As always, Hakol welcomes items 

from members of the congregation 

ŀƴŘ ǎȅƴŀƎƻƎǳŜ ŀŶƭƛŀǘŜǎΦ !ƭƭ ǇǳōƭƛŎƛǘȅ 

must ōŜ ǎŜƴǘ ōȅ ŜƳŀƛƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎŜ 

and the editor. Please do not send 

original photographs. This allows for 

higher quality when printed. 

Editor: Robbin Sicherman 

Email: hakol@newcityjc.org 
tƭŜŀǎŜ Ǉǳǘ άIŀƪƻƭέ ƛƴ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ŜƳŀƛƭǎ 

 

Services 

Shabbat 

Shabbat morning (see newcityjc.org or 
Friday Email for Zoom Link) 

Friday evening 6:00 pm (see newcityjc.org 
or Friday Email for Zoom Link) 

Saturday ς Havdalah (see newcityjc.org 
or Friday Email for Zoom Link) 

Daily Prayer Services 
(see newcityjc.org or Friday 

Email for Zoom Link) 
 

{ǳƴŘŀȅ πππππππππππππππуΥол ŀƳππππππππππтΥол ǇƳ 

aƻƴŘŀȅ πππππππππππππуΥол ŀƳππππππππππтΥол ǇƳ 

¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ πππππππππππππуΥол ŀƳππππππππππтΥол ǇƳ 

²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ πππππππππуΥол ŀƳππππππππππтΥол ǇƳ 

¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ππππππππππππуΥол ŀƳππππππππππтΥол ǇƳ 

Friday ππππππππππππππππуΥол ŀƳππππππππππсΥлл pm 
 

             

Synagogue Telephone: упрπсоуπфслл 

Web: http:// www.newcityjc.org 

Email: ncjc@newcityjc.org 

The deadline for March is  
February 18, as always 
articles can be early. 

mailto:ncjc@newcityjc.org
mailto:rabbiberkman@newcityjc.org
mailto:rabbigraber@newcityjc.org
mailto:jessica@newcityjc.org
mailto:lynne@newcityjc.org
mailto:rabbiallison@newcityjc.org
mailto:lara@newcityjc.org
mailto:jackie@newcityjc.org
mailto:hakol@newcityjc.org
http://www.newcityjc.org/
http://www.newcityjc.org/
mailto:ncjc@newcityjc.org
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                 LUACH  

 

 

 

Monday, February 1, 2021 NCJC 
Morning Minyan: 8:30 am Lunch & 
Learn: 12:00 pm 
NCJC Evening Minyan: 7:30 pm 

Tuesday, February 2, 2021 NCJC 
Morning Minyan: 8:30 am NCJC 
Evening Minyan: 7:30 pm TaShma 
Talmud: 8:00 pm 

Wednesday, February 3, 2021 NCJC 
Morning Minyan: 8:30 am Hebrew 
School: 4:00 pm 
NCJC Evening Minyan: 7:30 pm 
aŜƴΩǎ /ƭǳō Meeting: 8:00 pm 

Thursday, February 4, 2021 NCJC 
Morning Minyan: 8:30 am Torah 
Class: 2:30 pm 
NCJC Evening Minyan: 7:30 pm 

Friday, February 5, 2021 
NCJC Morning Minyan: 8:30 am 
Kabbalat Shabbat: 6:00 pm Candle 
Lighting 5:01 pm 

Saturday, February 6, 2021 
Parashat Yitro 
Morning Services: 9:30 am 
aƛƴŎƘŀκaŀΩŀǊƛǾκIŀǾŘŀƭŀƘΥ /ƘŜŎƪ 
Newsletter for time 

Sunday, February 7, 2021 NCJC 
Morning Minyan: 8:30 am Hebrew 
School: 9:00 am 
NCJC Evening Minyan: 7:30 pm 

Monday, February 8, 2021 NCJC 
Morning Minyan: 8:30 am Lunch & 
Learn: 12:00 pm 
NCJC Evening Minyan: 7:30 pm 

Tuesday, February 9, 2021 NCJC 
Morning Minyan: 8:30 am NCJC 
Evening Minyan: 7:30 pm TaShma 
Talmud: 8:00 pm 

Wednesday, February 10, 2021    
NCJC Morning Minyan: 8:30 am 
Hebrew School: 4:00 pm 
NCJC Evening Minyan: 7:30 pm 

Thursday, February 11, 2021 
NCJC Morning Minyan: 8:30 am         
NCJC Evening Minyan: 7:30 pm 
 

Friday, February 12, 2021 
Rosh Chodesh Adar 
NCJC Morning Minyan: 8:30 am 
Kabbalat Shabbat: 6:00 pm Candle 
Lighting: 5:10 pm 

Saturday, February 13, 2021 
Parashat Mishpatim 
Rosh Chodeshh Adar 
Shabbat Shekalim 
Morning Services: 9:30 am 
aƛƴŎƘŀκaŀΩŀǊƛǾκIŀǾŘŀƭŀƘΥ /ƘŜŎƪ 
Newsletter for time: 

Sunday, February 14, 2021 NCJC 
Morning Minyan: 8:30 am Hebrew 
School: 9:00 am 
NCJC Evening Minyan: 7:30 pm 

Monday, February 15, 2021 NCJC 
Morning Minyan: 8:30 am Lunch & 
Learn: 12:00 pm 
NCJC Evening Minyan: 7:30 pm 

Tuesday, February 16, 2021 NCJC 
Morning Minyan: 8:30 am NCJC 
Evening Minyan: 7:30 pm TaShma 
Talmud: 8:00 pm 

Wednesday, February 17, 2021 NCJC 
Morning Minyan: 8:30 am Hebrew 
School: 4:00 pm 
NCJC Evening Minyan: 7:30 pm Board 
of Trustees Meeting: 8:00 pm 

Thursday, February 18, 2021 NCJC 
Morning Minyan: 8:30 am Torah 
Class: 2:30 pm 
NCJC Evening Minyan: 7:30 pm 

Friday, February 19, 2021 NCJC 
Morning Minyan: 8:30 am Kabbalat 
Shabbat: 6:00 pm Candle Lighting: 
5:18 pm 

Saturday, February 20, 2021 
Parashat Terumah 
Shabbat Zachor 
Morning Services: 9:30 am 
aƛƴŎƘŀκaŀΩŀǊƛǾκIŀǾŘŀƭŀƘΥ Check 
Newsletter for time: 
 

Sunday, February 21, 2021 NCJC 
Morning Minyan: 8:30 am Hebrew 
School: 9:00 am 
Mask Making (Grades 3-5):12:00 pm 
Sisterhood Hamentashen bake: 7:30 
pm 
NCJC Evening Minyan: 7:30 pm 

Monday, February 22, 2021 NCJC 
Morning Minyan: 8:30 am Lunch & 
Learn: 12:00 pm 
NCJC Evening Minyan: 7:30 pm 

Tuesday, February 23, 2021 NCJC 
Morning Minyan: 8:30 am NCJC 
Evening Minyan: 7:30 pm TaShma 
Talmud: 8:00 pm 

Wednesday, February 24, 2021 NCJC 
Morning Minyan: 8:30 am Hebrew 
School: 4:00 pm 
NCJC Evening Minyan: 7:30 pm    
aŜƴΩǎ /ƭǳō 9ǾŜƴǘΥ уΥлл ǇƳ 

Thursday, February 25, 2021 Erev 
Purim 
¢ŀΩŀƴƛǘ 9ǎǘƘŜǊ 
NCJC Morning Minyan: 8:30 am NCJC 
Evening Services/Megillah reading: 
Check Newsletter for Time 

Friday, February 26, 2021 
Purim 
NCJC Morning Minyan: 8:30 am 
Nursery School Purim Shabbat/Pizza 
Party: 10:00 am Kabbalat Shabbat: 
6:00 pm Candle Lighting 5:26 pm 

Saturday, February 27, 2021 
 Shushan Purim                
Parashat Tetzabeh 
Morning Services: 10:00 am 
aƛƴŎƘŀκaŀΩŀǊƛǾκIŀǾŘŀƭŀƘΥ /ƘŜŎƪ 
Newsletter for time 

Sunday, February 28, 2021  
NCJC Morning Minyan: 8:30 am 
Hebrew School: 9:00 am 
Purim Carnival Experience: 4:00 pm 
NCJC Evening Minyan: 7:30 pm 
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 MESSAGE FROM RABBI GRABER  
 
                
 
 
 

±ΩƴŀƘŀŦƻŎƘ Iǳ 

                     
            

ά!ƴŘ ǎƻΣ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊǘŜŜƴǘƘ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǿŜƭŦǘƘ ƳƻƴǘƘτthat is, the month of AdarτǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ 
decree were to be executed, the very day on which the enemies of the Jews had expected to get them in their 
power, the opposite happenedΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜƴŜƳƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇƻǿŜǊέ ό9ǎǘƘŜǊ фΥмύ 

The story of Purim is a tale of the unexpected becoming reality. 
An orphaned Jewish woman who should have had no future becomes Queen.  Haman, the bad guy, tries to set up his rival 
Mordochai to be hung from a tree, and instead Mordochai is paraded through the streets as a hero and Haman is hung. The 
моǘƘ ƻŦ !ŘŀǊ ǿŀǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ŜȄǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎΣ ōǳǘ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ άǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘŜ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘέ ŀƴŘ 
the Jews successfully fought off those who would harm them.  

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƛǎ ŜƴŎŀǇǎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƘǊŀǎŜ ά±ΩƴŀƘŀŦƻŎƘ Ƙǳ - ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘŜ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘέΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇƘǊŀǎŜ ŎŀǊǊƛŜǎ ŀ 
connotation of flipping something upside down, hafuch ƛƴ IŜōǊŜǿΦ hƴŜ ƻŦ tǳǊƛƳΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ƭessons for us is that in life 
sometimes our plans can be flipped upside down. 

As I reflect on last Purim being the last time we sat side by side in synagogue, the notion that our plans for life can be 
upended in an instant certainly rings true. Plans for work, school, vacation, holidays, and even simple plans like going grocery 
shopping were turned on their heads. 

But the lesson of ±ΩƴŀƘŀŦƻŎƘ Ƙǳ applies not only to circumstances, but also to mentality. In the same way that good plans can 
be flipped, negative attitudes can also be overturned. Despite the immense challenges of the past year, positive things which 
could never have happened otherwise have come to fruition as an unlikely reality. 

Who would have dreamed that our community would have a Drive in Megillah Reading? Or that so much of our population 
would gain the computer skills to join services online? So much that was unimaginable a year ago has become reality and 
proven a silver lining in a dark cloud. The difficulties are real and painful, just as Mordochai knew when he mourned in the 
public square at the coming genocide of the Jews. But he and Esther did not let the expected reality deter them from shaping 
their future as best they could, and they succeeded.  

One thing about being turned upside down is that it gives you a different perspective. 

I hope that this month, and this Purim we can also flip our perspective and find the victories and joys that hide behind 
ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜΣ ǘǊƛǳƳǇƘŀƴǘƭȅ ǎƘƻǳǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎŜ ƻŦ ƘŀǊǎƘ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅΣ ά±ΩƴŀƘŀŦƻŎƘ Ƙǳ - [ŜǘΩǎ ǘǳǊƴ ƛǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘέ 
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MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT MIKE BACKELMAN 
Purim is the holiday that we as parents and Jewish educators always seem to point to 

when our kids get caught up in the secular world of Halloween or Christmas celebrations.  
ά5ƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅΣέ ǿŜ ǎŀȅΣ άǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ Ƨƻȅƻǳǎ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƎŜǘ ŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ Ŝŀǘ 
and drink and have fun too ς ƛǘΩǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ tǳǊƛƳΦέ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƪƛŘǎ ōƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ 
ŜǉǳƛǾŀƭŜƴŎȅ όL ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ L Řƻ ŜƛǘƘŜǊΣ .¢²ύΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ was our way of saying that Judaism also has 
ƛǘǎ ŦǳƴΣ άƭŜǘ ƭƻƻǎŜέ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅǎΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƭŜƳƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ ¸ƻƳ YƛǇǇǳǊ ƻǊ ¢ƛǎƘŀ .Ω!ǾΣ 
a time when we can get a little crazy with our celebrations ς our Purim shpiels and carnivals, 
giving out Shaloch Manos, eating and drinking and singing and partying while wearing 
costumes. 

And ȅŜǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ŀŘǳƭǘƘƻƻŘ ǘƘŀǘ L ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǘƻƻƪ ŀƴȅ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ƻŦ tǳǊƛƳΦ  L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 
ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ƛǘ ŀǎ ŀ ƪƛŘ όƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƛƴ IŜōǊŜǿ ǎŎƘƻƻƭύΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ǊŀŘŀǊ ǳntil after I 
graduated college.  Even then, it was a gradual acclimation.  Lisa and I were married in March 
1992, only a couple of days after Purim.  I read the Haftarah for Shabbos Zachor at my aufruf, 
not really paying much attention to either its meaning or the upcoming holiday.  Two years 
ƭŀǘŜǊΣ ƻǳǊ ƻƭŘŜǎǘ ǎƻƴ WƻǎƘǳŀ ǿŀǎ ōƻǊƴ ƻƴ tǳǊƛƳΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ŀƎŀƛƴ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ L ǇŀƛŘ ƳǳŎƘ 
attention to the presence of the holiday.   

Fast forward to March 2007.  Josh read the Haftarah for Shabbos Zachor at his Bar 
Mitzvah on Shabbos morning, we celebrated with a big kiddush in the afternoon, and then we 
all returned to shul that evening to celebrate Purim with our NCJC community.  Lisa even made 
ƳŜ ǿŜŀǊ ŀ άǊŜŀƭέ ŎƻǎǘǳƳŜ όŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ƳŜΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ bh¢ ƛƴ my normal comfort 
ȊƻƴŜΗύΦ  ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƻƴ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ ŦǊƻƳ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ WƻǎƘΩǎ .ŀǊ aƛǘȊǾŀƘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŀŘŜ ƻǳǊ tǳǊƛƳ 
celebration even more memorable! 

         
By this time, our family had become very involved at NCJC, and Purim was a holiday 

that we ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎƭȅ όL ƎǳŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǳƴΩǎ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘύΦ  [ƛǎŀ όƛƴ Ƴȅ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴύ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ 
Hamentashen in the world, and a normal sight in our kitchen / dining room in the week before 
Purim would be Lisa baking dozens and dozens of them, while the kids and I laid out bags to be 
filled in a factory line manner with all kinds of goodies.  On Purim, the kids would go with me as 
we drove around the community giving out Shaloch Manos packages to our friends, often 
returning home to find many of our friends had stopped by to do the same. 

And so, for all of these reasons, Purim will always be a special holiday for me.  It is a 
time of both personal and communal celebration, and I very much look forward to celebrating 
it every year with my family and my NCJC community. 

I wish you all a very happy, joyous Purim! 
Mike 
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                                            Hazak Program 
Sunday March 7, 2021  

at 2:00PM 
                                  NEW  YORK  CITY DURING WORLD WAR II  
 
             More than 800,000 New Yorkers served in the Armed Forces during World War 
II. Some of the topics that Marty Schneit will discuss are: German American Bund, 
Queen Elizabeth and Queen Mary troopships, The Manhattan Project,  Stage Door 
Canteen, Rosie the Riveter, Camp Shanks, the Brooklyn Navy Yard, and the Shinran 
Statue.  
            This program will be held as a ZOOM event, the link will be posted in the NCJC 

weekly email. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

   

 

 

 

                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
CHESED CALLERS  

²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ άŎŀǊƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅέ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ǿŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƻǳǊ 
synagogue? In responding to these questions, the Gemilut Chesed Committee is pleased to be launching a new 
ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘŜŀƳ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ά/ƘŜǎŜŘ /ŀƭƭŜǊǎέΦ hǳǊ /ƘŜǎŜŘ /ŀƭƭŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǇƘƻƴŜ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ǿƛǘƘ 
compassion and love for those members of our congregation who could use a little kindness. 

 

If you, yourself, would benefit from the helping hands of our team, or know someone else who would, please be in 
touch with us! We thank you, in advance, for the opportunity to do such an important mitzvah!! 

¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜŀŎƘ ǳǎ ŀǘ b/W/ π /ƘŜǎŜŘ /ŀƭƭŜǊǎ π упрπсоуπфслл 
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 Hebrew School News 

                                                  
 Rabbi Allison Berlinger                                                     

 Hebrew School Director   

/ƘŀƎ tǳǊƛƳΣ /ƘŀƎ tǳǊƛƳΣ ƭŀƛ ƭŀƛ ƭŀƛΧΦΦ ¸Ŝǎ-you guessed it! Purim is almost here!  
Get ready, friends. It is time to celebrate! Our rabbis teach us that the month of Adar is for joy and celebration. It has been 
ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǿƛƴǘŜǊΦ {ƻ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΣ ƻǊ in Purim speak, change things up and bring in the joy!  
  

LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƘŀƴƪŜǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ IŀƳŀƴǘŀǎŎƘŜƴ-Sisterhood has you covered, sign up for their virtual Hamantaschen bake on Sunday, 
February 21st --YUM.  
  

Did you hear? Masks are in this year! Some of us mighǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŦƻǊƎƻǘǘŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ a!{Y{ /!b .9 C¦bΗ  LǘΩǎ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ 
creative and decorate masks! We have re-imagined the ever-ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ŎƻǎǘǳƳŜ ǇŀǊŀŘŜΗ LŦ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ȅƻǳΩŘ Ƴƛǎǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ 
year-ƴƻ ǿƻǊǊƛŜǎΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ȅƻǳΗ Wƻƛƴ ǳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀǘ Řǳǎƪ ƻƴ tǳǊƛƳ for a drive in Costume Parade and short Purim 
movie. Show off that mask and costume when you walk the Shushan Runway! Mark your calendars for this event:  
Thursday, February 25th at 5:00 p.m.   
  

I know it can be hard to get super excited with all that is still happening in our world. But it is our job together to fill our 
barrel with wine. We must work collectively to bring the spirit and joy that we are seeking. Purim not only provides us with 
this opportunity, it encourages us to celebrate. Purim challenges us to put aside the sad and raise up the happy. So, I am 
challenging all of us to do so. Let us bring in the joy!  
  

Chag Purim Sameach!  
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ECC Events 

Jackie Binstock, Director 

 

     FEBRUARY 2021 
 
WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ όǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊύ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘǿƻ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
contrast to one another ς Martin Luther King Day and Purim. They seem to 
ōŜ ǘƻǘŀƭƭȅ ǳƴǊŜƭŀǘŜŘΦ ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ 
process, as we might Purim and Passover. Yet this year, they have come into my mind 
together in relation to the nursery school.  

 
²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ a[Y 5ŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ǿŜ ǊŜŀŘ ŀōƻǳǘ 5ǊΦ YƛƴƎΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŀōƻǳǘ 
the United States before and during the (ongoing) civil rights movement. We talk about 
acceptance of others. All are welcome here. What does that mean to small children? It can 
mean that one child takes longer than others to finish a project, or that someone needs help 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŀƳŜΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ hYΦ Lǘ Ŏŀƴ mean that someone has to 
ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ōƛƪŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎȅƳ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǇŜŘŀƭ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ hYΦ Lǘ Ƴŀȅ 
mean that someone needs help getting their jacket zipped or needs help with the potty. And 
ǘƘŀǘΩǎ hYΦ Lǘ Ƴŀȅ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ Ŝŀǘǎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŦƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ǎƴŀŎƪΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ hYΦ bƻ ƻƴŜ 
ǎŀȅǎ ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŦŀƛǊέ ƻǊ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ 
ŜƭǎŜΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƛƴ ƴǳǊǎŜǊȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ŦŀƛǊ ƛǎ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ŜŀŎƘ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƴŜŜŘΣ 
when they need it. Rules are often flexible, depending on the situation, other than things 
ƭƛƪŜ άƴƻ ƘƛǘǘƛƴƎέΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻƴŜ ƘŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ Ŧŀǎǘ ǊǳƭŜ ƛǎ !ƭǿŀȅǎ .Ŝ YƛƴŘΦ   

 
When we get to Purim, everything is different. Things are secret, hidden. (As you all very 
well know, there are NO secrets in nursery school!) We wear masks ς this year in a very 
different way! Not everyone is welcome in Shushan. There is cruelty and mayhem. And yet 
we persevere and overcome. In that way, the stories are not so very different. We teach the 
children that you always stand up for what you believe in, no matter how difficult. Esther 
was afraid to go to the king unbidden. Mordechai knew the consequences of not bowing 
down to Haman. In that way the two holidays have many similarities in their messages. Just 
as Dr. King stood up and fought for what he believed in, so too did Esther and Mordechai 
many centuries before.  
  
These are some of the essential lessons that we teach in nursery school. Everyone counts. 
LǘΩǎ hY ǘƻ ōŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘΦ CŀƛǊƴŜǎǎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƎŜǘǎ ǘƘe same thing ς fairness 
means that everyone gets what they need. When you believe in something, protect it, fight 
ŦƻǊ ƛǘΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀŦǊŀƛŘΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ƛǘΦ 9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ !ƴŘ ōŜ ƪƛƴŘ ς 
Always Be Kind. 
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