
 

 
Solomon StrategicSolomon StrategicSolomon StrategicSolomon Strategic    

Marketing CounselMarketing CounselMarketing CounselMarketing Counsel    
Robert 

Solomon 

885 marina Drive 

Napa, CA 94559 

P 917.414.2779 

E Robert@solomonstrategic.com 

 

December 12, 2019 

 

 

Hello again CBS members (and other curious readers), 

 

After last week’s letter on “Why I am going to Israel,” several of my soon-to-be 

traveling colleagues weighed in with their own, highly personal reasons for making 

the trip.  I thought I might share a few of their comments with you. 

 

I heard first from my brother-in-law Paul, who is joining the group with his wife, 

Roberta’s sister Tracy: 

 

“There is a deep sense this is a place I should visit. It’s not an intellectual thing 

and is not an emotional thing and is not a political thing.  It is genuinely a 

quiet, nudging voice. Call it a spiritual encounter. And it helps to go with family 

on an organized tour.“  

 

I heard from Kathryn Goldman next: 

 

“I am going to Israel to deepen my understanding of the complex religious and 

cultural aspects of what it means to be Jewish by choice.”  

 

Followed by Kathryn’s husband Fred: 

 

“When I first visited Israel 30 years ago, the feeling I experienced was unlike 

anything I had felt before.  In a way, I was home for the first time.” 

  

And this from Carolyn Gill, Rabbi Niles’ wife: 

 

“As a ‘new Jew,’ I want to discover and explore the Jewish homeland. I also want 

to visit Israel because it has played an enormous role in my husband's life and 

career and I want to experience it firsthand.“ 

 

Then Sandi Hyman weighed in: 

 

“I have been to Israel twice; while I thoroughly enjoyed both trips, the last trip 

in 2015 had 90 people so this time I am looking forward because it will be a 

small, intimate group that can more easily navigate a foreign country.” 
  

(continued on the next page) 
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And from JoAnne Miller there’s this: 

 

“I was on the CBS trip 10 or so years ago and thought that the tour 

encompassed so much that I wouldn't have done on my own.  I decided to do 

this trip because I enjoy the Rabbi and the people who are going which will 

make it more intimate and enjoyable.  The destinations are varied and 

interesting.  I know that my understanding of Israel will deepen with this trip.” 

 

And, finally, from Rabbi Niles himself, who will be leading our group: 

 

"Israel is a unique and fascinating country, regardless of your faith tradition. 

For Jews, it is an even more special place. It can be beautiful, historic, spiritual, 

but also complex and at times frustrating, It is almost always transformative. I 

lived in Israel for two years when I was younger, and I have seen enormous 

changes in the Jewish State. I hope you will join us on this trip of a lifetime. You 

will never be the same!" 

 

Whatever the reasons for going – faith, friends, family, a feeling of unmatched 

connection to a spiritual place – there never will be another journey like this one.  I 

hope you can see your way to joining us on this adventure! 

 

B’Shalom, 

 

  
 

Robert Solomon 

CBS member, bound for Israel 

 

 

P.S.  Again, I hope you can find a way to join us.  Your presence will only  

add to what promises to be a rich, rewarding, and fulfilling experience.   

 

 


