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Dear CBS members (and other curious readers), 

 

Those of you who know me, know I am about the last person you’d expect to make 

the April 21-30 trip to Israel, as part of the group joining Rabbi Niles.   

 

I’m not what anyone would call “religious,” at least when it comes to following ritual 

practice.  Yes, I’m a supporter of Israel, but admit to having reservations about many 

of its policies and practices.  And I’m all too aware of the challenges entailed in 

traveling to a country that is nearly halfway around the world. 

 

So why am I going on what might best be described as a vacation -- an arduous, 

time-consuming, and expensive one at that? 

 

The answer is embedded in that very question:  you could view this as merely a 

vacation, but I have come to view it as something much more than this.    

 

For years Israel has been a mystery to me; people talk about it, everyone has 

opinions, but it strikes me that, at this stage in my life, I need to experience it for 

myself, first-hand.  I’ve never been to Israel, yet by virtue of simply being culturally  

Jewish, I sense the lure of a country to which I am in some way connected.   My wife 

Roberta has been before, but this makes her even more focused on returning, to 

capture the essence of being newly Jewish. 

 

Making the trip on our own would be, at best, daunting, but when you can do this in 

the warm and welcoming company of others – this trip is vastly smaller and more 

intimate than the one made in 2015 -- it becomes something else entirely.   

 

Those going are a diverse group:  some are younger, others older; some are singles, 

others are couples; some are members, others are friends or family members.  In the 

lead is Rabbi Niles, who I already know, like, and respect as an open, accessible, and 

questioning teacher.  Joining Niles (as a civilian) is the congregation’s Music 

Director, Gordon Lustig, which ideally means the journey will be inhabited with  

more than just the spoken word. 

 

And then when you factor in other things important, at least to me – stellar hotels, 

superb cuisine, riveting guest speakers – it becomes clear this is so much more than 

just a vacation.   The result:  the lure becomes too enticing to resist; Roberta and I 

decide to go.  We book our trip. 
(continued on the next page) 
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So, to answer the question:  why am I going to Israel?  It’s not one single thing, it is 

the confluence of many things – a chance to experience this for myself, the itinerary, 

the speakers, the Rabbi, the hotels, the food, and, above all else, the people – that 

makes this something I am not just willing to do, but eager to do.  

 

Is it expensive?  It is that for sure, and for some of you might be a deal-breaker, but 

for Roberta and me it is as a once-in-a-lifetime intellectual and spiritual  

exploration, becoming less of a cost, and more of a deeply personal investment, one 

both of us feel compelled to make. 

 

The fact is, if we don’t go, we will regret it… forever.   

 

Knowing CBS needs a decision month’s-end, if anything I’ve said here speaks to you, 

and you’ve considered going but remain undecided, I hope you will give serious 

thought to joining Roberta, me, and all of our friends and soon-to-be-friends making 

the trip. 

 

If you have questions or concerns, or simply want to talk this through, feel free to 

call or email me, using the information below.  I will do my best to be helpful. 

 

Shalom, 

  
 

Robert Solomon 

CBS member, bound for Israel 

 

 

P.S. I hope you can find a way to join us on this journey.  Your presence will only  

add to what promises to be a rich, rewarding, and fulfilling experience.   

 

 


