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Community Chanukah and Shabbat 
Celebration 
Join us on Friday evening, December 8 at 6:00 pm as the 
members of Congregation Beth Israel gather together for 
our annual family-friendly Chanukah (and Shabbat) 
celebration. We will mark the second night of Chanukah 
with a community lighting of our Chanukah Menorahs. 
Each family is encouraged to bring their own Chanukiah 
(extra points if it is homemade!). Cantor Alisa Fineman 
will then lead us in singing Chanukah songs, followed by 
a potluck vegetarian Chanukah dinner (hopefully 
including latkes from our Thursday evening community 
celebration). Rabbi Greenbaum will lead our annual 
dreidel contest with gelt prizes! Our  Chanukah/Shabbat 
service will be held in our sanctuary, starting at 
approximately 7:00 pm. Register at 
https://www.carmelbethisrael.org/event/community-
chanukah-dinner.html or call the CBI office at 831-624-
2015 so we can set up enough tables for everyone—let 
us know what delicious dish you plan to share. 

 
For More Chanukah Fun, see page 8 for 

the Hacienda Hanukkah Flyer 

https://www.carmelbethisrael.org/event/community-chanukah-dinner.html
https://www.carmelbethisrael.org/event/community-chanukah-dinner.html
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From the Rabbi’s Desk 
Antisemitism is raging across the globe, 
including at levels never seen before in 
the United States.  Our college campuses 
have been flooded with protests and 
rallies that threaten the wellbeing of our 
Jewish students.  While many of the 
protesters claim to be concerned with 

the welfare of Palestinians, in truth, they are much more anti-
Israel and antisemitic.     
 

If they were truly pro-Palestinian, they would be protesting 
for a Palestinian state existing peacefully next to Israel.  But 
their chants of “from the river to the sea, Palestine must be 
free” are a call for Israel’s destruction.  It is Hamas that 
specifically targeted and murdered innocent Israeli 
civilians.  It is Hamas that uses Palestinian civilians as human 
shields.  It is Hamas that places its rocket launchers within 
civilian sites, including hospitals, schools, mosques, and 
apartment buildings, and hides beneath them.   
 

Israel is working to minimize civilian casualties in Gaza, 
warning Palestinian civilians of imminent attacks and urging 
the civilian population to evacuate to southern Gaza. Israel 
seeks to rescue the 240 hostages kidnapped by Hamas and to 
free Israel and Gaza of the Hamas terrorists who celebrate the 
death of both Israeli and Palestinian civilians. 
 

If the protesters were truly concerned about Palestinian 
civilians, they too would want Hamas to be eradicated.   They 
would be protesting against Syria and Lebanon where 
Palestinians have suffered and been killed for years.  They 
would be protesting against Egypt that has done little to aid 
the Palestinians.  Like Israel, Egypt also controls what goes 
into Gaza across its border.  But the protesters focus solely on 
attacking Israel and her right to exist. 
 

Too many young Americans view Israel as a colonizing state 
attacking the true indigenous people.  Maybe they don’t 
understand that Jews have lived in Israel for almost 4000 
years.  Maybe they have forgotten that, in 1948, the United 
Nations proposed the creation of a Jewish state and an Arab 
state living side-by-side.  Maybe they never knew that, in past 
decades, Israel has tried to create a two-state reality 
(including the Oslo Accords, the Camp David Summit, and the 
Olmert and Barak peace plans), efforts that were rejected by 
the Palestinians and only met with violence.  After Israel 
completely withdrew from Gaza, in essence creating a small 
Palestinian state, Hamas took power and, instead of building 
a successful Palestinian state, began using all the financial 
support given to Gaza to attack Israel and protect 
themselves.  Hamas has never developed Gaza to benefit the 
Palestinians who live there.   
 

For Israel to survive, they must stop Hamas from its 
murderous attacks and end Hamas’ brutal control of 
Gaza.  Israel was forced into this milchama ein breira, a war of 
no choice.  To suggest Israel and Jews want to kill Palestinian 
civilians, to commit a genocide, is simply false.  It is only those 
who are calling for the destruction of Israel and attacking Jews 
across the globe who are looking for a genocide.  My response 
is simple.  Am Yisrael Chai.  The people of Israel, and Jews 
everywhere, will live.   

 From Cantor Alisa 
Dear Friends, 
 
As the nights grow longer, we find 
ourselves in the Hebrew month of Kislev 
with Chanukah and the season of 
miracles approaching. There are many 
mystical teachings about the lighting of 

the Chanukah menorah. Though God often plays a miraculous 
role in Jewish history, our Hasidic rabbis teach that God’s role 
is less visible in our Chanukah story and is instead hidden in 
the interplay among the human participants. We learn that 
God’s concealment is an opportunity for each of us to become 
active partners in bringing more light to the world. The ritual 
of lighting the Chanukiah is imbued with a spiritual purpose, 
an invitation to take greater initiative in shining our light 
during the darkest nights of the year and the darker moments 
in our history.   
 

I imagine the dark times of Eastern Europe in which these 
Rabbis lived, and yet so many of their teachings insist that we 
refrain from acting on our base emotions, that we not despair, 
and that we keep our humanity intact by staying focused on 
the light of our guiding principles and a bright vision of our 
future.  
 

Our future, however, is inextricably interconnected with 
everyone’s future and well-being. Concerns for Israel, Gaza, 
the hostages, the Middle East, and the entire world hang 
heavy in our hearts and minds, and I have more concerns and 
questions than answers. I pray that the light of Chanukah 
illuminates a better way for all of us. Perhaps one way to do 
this is to sit with the darkness as well.  
 

During Chanukah, we read from the Prophet Zechariah, “Not 
by might, not by power, but by spirit alone…” As we sit with 
the light of Chanukah and contemplate the darkness as well, 
may we re-dedicate ourselves to a personal vision of the 
future, one that sustains and perpetuates life, sparks 
reverence for life, and kindles our initiative to be active 
partners in bringing more and more light to the world around 
us. 
 

Thank you to Rabbi or Rose for her essay at 
https://www.torahcircle.org/?p=195 
 -Cantor Alisa Fineman 

https://www.torahcircle.org/?p=195
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Hesed Academy News  
 
November was such a fun month at 
Hesed Academy! Students made 
mezuzot for their doorways, sang songs 
with Cantor Alisa and their classmates, 

listened to stories, and had a Jacob’s Ladder-building 
competition. In class, students enjoyed rich learning and 
bonding time with their classmates. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hesed Academy will be in session on Sunday, December 3, 
10, and 17. There will be no class on December 24 and 31 
for Winter Break. Classes will resume on Sunday, January 7.  
It is Chanukah season, and we are excited to learn and 
celebrate the holiday with each other at Hesed Academy this 
month! 
 
December Specialty Class Schedule 
December 3: Art 
December 10: Music 
December 17: Cooking  
 
 

 
 
 
Class Dinner 
The 4/5 Grade Class Dinner will be Friday evening, 
December 1 at CBI. The dinner will start at 5:15pm followed 
by our monthly 6pm Erev Shabbat Service. We are looking 
forward to having the fourth- and fifth-grade students and 
their families come together as a community! 
 
I-HELP Dinners 
The second- and third grade I-HELP Dinner will be Sunday, 
December 3. The students have been learning about the 
important mitzvot of feeding and sheltering those in need 
and created cards to give participants with their winter 
holiday gifts. The 2/3 class will spend their class time at 
Hesed Academy preparing breakfast and lunch items and 
getting the social hall ready for the evening dinner. Thank 
you so much to all the volunteers for helping provide and 
serve food for the I-HELP participants! 
 
Aleynu  
Our Aleynu teen program students have been delving into 
deep discussions about Israel, spirituality, and mental health. 
This month will have Aleynu meetings on December 3 and 
December 17. We are excited to plan a group trip this month 
with teens from Congregation Beth El in Aptos! 
 
Camp – Summer of 2024 
Jewish summer camps fuse the activities, friendships, and 
communal life of traditional camps with Jewish values, role 
models, and culture.  If you are considering Jewish summer 
camp and are interested in a scholarship please complete the 
online application, no later than January 12, 2024 at 
https://www.carmelbethisrael.org/form/campership-
scholarship-form1.html. 
 
Chanukah 
We look forward to seeing you and your family and friends at 
our two Chanukah events, Hanukkah at the Hacienda on 
Thursday, December 7 and our Community Chanukah and 
Shabbat Celebration on Friday, December 8.  See this edition 
of the Shofar or our website for more information. 
 
Wishing you all a wonderful Chanukah celebrating with your 
friends and families!   
 
Sophie Little 
 
 

https://www.carmelbethisrael.org/form/campership-scholarship-form1.html
https://www.carmelbethisrael.org/form/campership-scholarship-form1.html
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Zumba for All 
Seasons! 
 
Zumba meets on the 
Sunday afternoons of 
December 3, 10, and 17 

at 3:00 pm in the CBI Social Hall for an hour of  
dance and community-building. As always, all ages and 
fitness levels are welcome at CBI Zumba--feel free to 
invite your friends and neighbors to join us. (Zumba will 
take a short hiatus from December 24 thru January 7, 
2024. We will announce our 2024 schedule later in 
December.) 
https://www.carmelbethisrael.org/event/zumba-at-
cbi2.html 
 

Gentle Pilates 
 
On Sunday, December 3 
at 2:00 pm and 

continuing every Sunday afternoon through Dec. 24, 
Penelope Wasserman will offer an hour of Gentle Pilates-
-please bring your own mat. Penelope is the owner of 
Million Dollar Bones and has trained extensively through 
Pilates Therapeutics; she is also a Meeks Method 
osteoporosis exercise specialist. Suggested donation of 
$20 for our four classes in December; register online 
at https://www.carmelbethisrael.org/event/gentle-
pilates1.html.  
 

Join Rabbi 
Greenbaum 
to Continue 
our 
Conversation 
about Israel 
and Growing 
Antisemitism 

 
As the Israel-Hamas war continues and antisemitism is 
spiking worldwide, we will come together again for 
another communal discussion on how we can support 
and protect Israel, world Jewry, and our own Jewish 

community through these difficult and unprecedented 
times. 
 

Please join us on Tuesday evening, December 5 at 
7:00pm at Congregation Beth Israel for another 
conversation led by Rabbi Bruce Greenbaum. 
Congregation Beth Israel remains a safe space where 
everyone’s voices can be heard. All are welcome! 
Please let us know that you plan to join us by clicking  
https://www.carmelbethisrael.org/event/join-rabbi-
greenbaum-to-continue-our-conversation-about-israel-
and-growing-antisemitism.html. Security will be 
provided. 

 
 

 Fundamentals of 
Judaism AKA Adult 
B’nai Mitzvah Program 
 

Rabbi Greenbaum is teaching a basic Judaism class, 
presenting an overview of contemporary Jewish 
practices, Torah study and some beginning Hebrew.  The 
Jewish knowledge gained will enhance your 
understanding of our rituals and history.   
 
 
Readings include: 
Jewish Living by Mark Washofsky 
Jewish Literacy by Rabbi Joseph Telushkin 
Torah portions 
Aleph Isn’t Tough by Linda Motzkin 
 
 
Join Rabbi Bruce Greenbaum every other Wednesday 
evening (with some calendaring exceptions!) from 7:15 
pm - 9:00 pm. The next class is on December 6. The class 
will run through June 2024 and will conclude with an 
adult B’nai Mitzvah service where our participants will 
assist in leading our morning Shabbat service, including, 
at his or her option, the opportunity to chant from the 
Torah. 
 
There is no fee for this program but there will be a 
materials cost. Please contact the Rabbi at 831-624-2015 
if you are interested in participating or register here, 
https://www.carmelbethisrael.org/event/adult-bnai-
mitzvah-program.html. 

 

https://www.carmelbethisrael.org/event/zumba-at-cbi2.html
https://www.carmelbethisrael.org/event/zumba-at-cbi2.html
https://www.carmelbethisrael.org/event/gentle-pilates1.html
https://www.carmelbethisrael.org/event/gentle-pilates1.html
https://www.carmelbethisrael.org/event/join-rabbi-greenbaum-to-continue-our-conversation-about-israel-and-growing-antisemitism.html
https://www.carmelbethisrael.org/event/join-rabbi-greenbaum-to-continue-our-conversation-about-israel-and-growing-antisemitism.html
https://www.carmelbethisrael.org/event/join-rabbi-greenbaum-to-continue-our-conversation-about-israel-and-growing-antisemitism.html
https://www.carmelbethisrael.org/event/adult-bnai-mitzvah-program.html
https://www.carmelbethisrael.org/event/adult-bnai-mitzvah-program.html
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Lunch with our Clergy   
On Wednesday, December 6 at 
noon, join Rabbi Greenbaum at Baja 
Cantina for a timely and important 
discussion on the ongoing war in 
Gaza and the growing global threat 
of antisemitism. How should we 

respond to anger directed at Jews for the suffering of 
Gaza civilians? What is happening on our college 
campuses and on our streets? Baja Cantina is located on 
Carmel Valley Road about a mile east of CBI--register 
here https://www.carmelbethisrael.org/event/lunch-
with-our-clergy4.html or call the CBI office at 831-624-
2015 to RSVP.  We will order off Baja Cantina’s regular 
menu so lunch will cost approximately $20. 
 

BEST YEARS 

Visits the Cherry Center 
On Wednesday, December 13, 
from 11:00am to 1:00pm, Cantor 
Alisa takes our Best Years group to 

the Carl Cherry Center in Carmel for a poetry reading and 
talk on the creative life by author, poet, artist, editor, and 
gifted teacher Patrice Vecchione. In addition to her 
personal work, she has edited several anthologies of 
children's and teen poetry. Patrice continues to enrich 
the lives of people in Monterey County and beyond 
through her art and scholarship. Enjoy a December art 
show and walk through the sculpture garden as well. 

Lunch boxes from Parker Lusseau will be provided. 
Please call the office or register at 
https://www.carmelbethisrael.org/event/best-years-
visits-the-carl-cherry-center.html 

 
 
 
 
 

CBI Women’s Book Club 
Here is our next date and book selection: 
------------------------------------------ 
For location information, please email 
wiskoff@aol.com. 
 

December 12, 1:30 pm-- CASTE: THE ORIGINS OF OUR 
DISCONTENTS by Isabel Wilkerson 

 

https://www.carmelbethisrael.org/event/lunch-with-our-clergy4.html
https://www.carmelbethisrael.org/event/lunch-with-our-clergy4.html
https://www.carmelbethisrael.org/event/best-years-visits-the-carl-cherry-center.html
https://www.carmelbethisrael.org/event/best-years-visits-the-carl-cherry-center.html
mailto:wiskoff@aol.com
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Mark your Calendars for our next 
Women’s Shabbaton! 
By popular demand, Congregation Beth Israel is excited 
to hold another Women’s Shabbaton on Saturday, 
February 10, 2024, from 10:30 am – 2:15pm(-ish), 
meaningfully and spiritually led by Cantor Alisa 
Fineman, who is already planning another amazing day 
of study and prayer. For almost two decades, CBI 
women have come together to pray and learn together 
in an intimate setting—mark this date on your 2024 
calendars and invite your mothers, daughters, and 
other female relatives and friends to join us for this 
unique gathering. 
 

 
CBI’s Planned Congregational Trip to 
Israel Postponed 
 
Because of the ongoing war in Gaza, now is not the time 
to plan a congregational trip to Israel; we hope to plan a 
community tour for both adults and students at a future 
date. Congregation Beth Israel prays for the safety and 
well-being of all those currently in Israel and for the 
brave men and women of the Israel Defense Forces 
who are fighting for Israel’s freedom and security and a 
better future for all in the region. 

 

CBI Interest-Free Loan 
 
Thanks to the generosity of an 
anonymous donor, CBI continues to 
offer interest-free loans of up to $500 

to CBI members for personal or professional needs. 
Please contact the CBI office at 831-624-2015 for the 
simple one-page loan application; all requests are strictly 
confidential. CBI is committed to the continuing support 
of all its members during these challenging times. 
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Peggy Harmatz   1 
Joshua Marcus   2 
Kenneth Kroopf   2 
Edward Levin  2 
David Goldberg  4 
Anita Artstein-Dunsay  5 
Sam Westmoreland  6 
Gabrielle (GG) Kaatz  8 
Jeff Moir  9 
Robert Conner  10 
Lucy Pack  10 
Stuart Aronson  10 
Michael Burke  13 
Bonni Weinstein  13 
Sarah Ross  14 
Lois Epel  15 
Daniel Nussbaum  16 
Larisa Modorsky  16 
Sam Westmoreland  16 
Rosemary Lande  17 
Wendy Schmidt  17 
Adam Armstrong  18 
Seth Pollack  20 
Marce Humphrey-Grossman  20 
Samuel Levinger  21 
Wendie Ryter  21 
Charles Beren  21 
Sophie Little  22 
Deborah Kosmont  22 
Julie Schnitzer  22 
Maureen Wittels  22 
Sarah Kaatz  24 
Adam Messinger  24 
Asher Dor Heisman  26 
Susan Galvin  28 
Reese Felthoven  28 
Dennis M. Niekro  29 
Paige Weisskirch  30 
Joseph Mironov  31 
David Sabih  31 
 
 
 

 
 
Gary & Judy Simon 4 
Scott & Shel Lyons 7 
Gadi & Marlene Maier 12 
Richard & Barbara Kreitman 13 
Jim & Natalie Sammet 16 
Dennis & Gail Bates 17 
David & Lois Epel 18 
Michael Leavy & Susan Galvin 19 
Elaine Gallup Conner & Robert Conner 22 
Melvin & Susan Gorelick 23 
Victor & Sylvia Krimsley 24 
Mike & Leslie Vitiello 27 
Angelica & Marshal Blatt 28 
Ben & Sarah Kaatz 29 

New CBI Members: 
Marilyn Bargman 
Jennifer Rosenthal 
Matthew & Erica Sarrel 

 

We welcome the birth of Kai Ori Gildman, 
grandson of Riddell &Louise Riddell-Kaufman. 
Mazel Tov!! 
 

We mourn the passing of long-time member 
Brian Ellinoy.  May his memory be a blessing. 
 
Our Congregation strives to offer love and support to fellow 
congregants in times of joy and celebration, as well as in times 
of trouble and sorrow.  One of the ways we do this is to let the 
congregation know your news. Please let us know if there is a 
simcha you wish to share (or know someone else’s that they 
are willing to share), or a wish of encouragement or 
condolence that can be shared. You can send this information 
to shalomcbi@carmelbethisrael.org to be included in the 
Shofar. 
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Robby Cantor Becomes a Bar 
Mitzvah on December 9 
 
Robert “Robby” Cantor is a huge sports fan. He’s a 7th 
grader at Carmel Middle School and enjoys basketball 
and football, especially the Warriors and 49ers! Robby 
moved to Carmel in 2022 from Huntington Woods, 
Michigan where he was on travel soccer and a member 
of the swim team. Robby enjoys movies, eating out, 
gaming, meeting new friends and attending any San 
Francisco professional sports game in person. For his Bar 
Mitzvah project, Robby is collecting donations of coats 
and clothing for the men in the I-HELP program at CBI. 
He looks forward to celebrating with his close friends and 
family during his Bar Mitzvah. Robby resides in Carmel 
with his mom and dad. 

 
 

I-HELP HOLIDAY COATS & CLOTHING 

Robby Cantor's Bar Mitzvah Project   
 
Over the past holiday seasons, CBI has generously 
supported the I-HELP Men with gifts of clothing and gift 
cards. This year, it's Robby Cantor's Mitzvah Project. 
Robby’s Torah portion is Joseph and his Coat of many 
colors. Robby immediately wanted to help local men 
stay warm with the gift of a coat and clothing this 
holiday season. 
 
He's collecting coats, clothing items, shoes and cash to 
purchase the clothes and gift cards for the 18 men who 
CBI hosts each month. Feel free to drop your donations 
as there are two boxes in the CBI lobby. Here are the 
sizes that we would like to collect or purchase: 
 
1-XLarge coat with hood 
1-3XL with hood 
5XL T-SHIRTS 
Men’s Jeans 33x30 – 1 pair 
Men’s Jeans 36x34 - 1 pair 
Men’s Size 10W tennis shoes – 1 pair 
Men’s Size 9M tennis shoes – 1 pair 
 
If you would like to make a financial donation so that 
we may purchase holiday Target gift cards for the men, 
you may write a check to CBI and in the message line, 
please write: Robby Cantor's Mitzvah Project, 
Thank you for your kindness this holiday season. We are 
hoping to collect all items by Friday, Dec. 1st so that we 
can give the men their gifts on Sunday, Dec. 3rd, when 
CBI once again hosts the men. 
 
Sincerely, 
Robby Cantor 
7th-grader, Carmel Middle School 
CBI Hesed Academy 
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In the shade of this union today, we, the gathered 
vow to be present whenever needed  
during their wedded journey. 
As the world opens up to them 
they will contribute caring and love,   
universally so needed at all times. 
The canopy of redwoods symbolizes  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

the soft-toned voice of patience 
These trees aid each others survival. 
Unseen redwood roots entwine. 
If one tree is thirsty, 
it drinks from the roots of another 
who gladly shares its abundance. 
Such is the way of marriage 
growth through caring and sharing.  
 
Wedding Poem for Erika and Ian by Illia Thompson 
  

Wedding Poem by Illia Thompson 
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CONGREGATION BETH ISRAEL 
 

DECEMBER 2023 • KISLEV/TEVET 5784 
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thu Fri Sat 

26 Kislev 13 27  28 Kislev 15 29 Kislev 16 30 Kislev 17 1 Kislev 18 2 Vayishlach Kislev 19 

3:00pm 
Zumba at CBI 

Kislev 14 
7:00pm CBI Board of 
Trustees Meeting 

7:15pm 
Fundamentals of 
Judaism / Adult 
B’nai Mitzvah 
Program 

 5:15 4th & 5th 
Grade Dinner 
6:00pm Family 
Shabbat with 
Birthday 
Blessings 

10:00am B'nai 
Mitzvah Shabbaton 

10:30am Shabbat 
Torah Study 

      
      
3 Kislev 20 4  5 Kislev 22 6 Kislev 23 7 Kislev 24 8 Chanukah Kislev 25 9 Chanukah  Kislev 26 

9:30am Hesed 
Academy 
12:30pm 
Aleynu 
2:00pm Gentle 
Pilates 
3:00pm 
Zumba  
4:30pm I- 
HELP Men- 
assisted by 
grades 2 & 3 

Kislev 21 
7:00pm Join Rabbi 
Greenbaum to Continue 
our Conversation about 
Israel and Growing 
Antisemitism 

12:00pm Lunch with 
Our Clergy 

 
7:15pm 
Fundamentals of 
Judaism / Adult 
B’nai Mitzvah 
Program 

5:00pm 
Hanukkah at 
Hacienda 

6:00pm 
Community 
Chanukah 
Shabbat  

7:30pm Erev 
Shabbat Service 

Vayeshev 
 
10:30am Shabbat 
Morning Service 
when Robby 
Cantor becomes a 
Bar Mitzvah 
 
10:30am No Torah 
Study 
 

10 Chanu Kislev 27 11  12 Chanukah Kislev 29 13 Chanukah Tevet 1 14 Chan Tevet 2 15 Chanukah Tevet 3 16 Miketz Tevet 4 

9:30am Hesed 
Academy 
12:30pm 
Hesed 
Academy 
Youth Choir 
Rehearsal 
2:00pm Gentle 
Pilates 
3:00pm 
Zumba  

Kislev 28 
6:30pm CBI Executive 
Committee Meeting 

Rosh Chodesh 
Tevet 

 
11:00am Best Years 
Visits the Carl 
Cherry Center  

 
7:30pm Erev 
Shabbat Service 
With Cantor 
Alisa, Rabbi 
Leah, & Rabbi 
Sarah Schecter 

10:30am Shabbat 
Torah Study 

17 Tevet 5 18  19 Tevet 7 20 Tevet 8 21 Tevet 9 22 Tevet 10 23 Vayigash  Tevet 11 

9:30am Hesed 
Academy 
12:30pm 
Aleynu 
2:00pm Gentle 
Pilates 
3:00pm 
Zumba  

Tevet 6 
7:00pm Board of 
Trustees Meeting 

  
7:30pm Erev 
Shabbat Service 

10:30am Shabbat 
Torah Study 

24 Tevet 12 25  26 Tevet 14 27 Tevet 15 28 Tevet 16 29 Tevet 17 30 Vayechi Tevet 18 

2:00pm Gentle 
Pilates 

No Hesed 
Academy 

C Tevet 13 
D 

   7:30pm Erev 
Shabbat Services 
with Anniversary 
Blessings 

10:30am Shabbat 
Torah Study 

     
31 Tevet 19 1  2 Tevet 21 3 Tevet 22 4 Tevet 23 5 Tevet 24 6  Shemot Tevet 25 
 
No Hesed 
Academy 

N Tevet 20 
Y 

 7:15pm 
Fundamentals of 
Judaism / Adult 
B’nai Mitzvah  

 6:00pm Family 
Shabbat with 
Birthday Blessings 

 
10:30am Shabbat 
Torah Study 
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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 
Charles & Kerry Beren 
 
EMERGENCY FUND FOR ISRAEL 
Daniel Ukestad 
Jim Gumberg & Nina Patane 
David & Andrea Rosenberg 
David & Ila Kleinman 
Bruce Neben & Susan Krome Neben 
Matthew Schuss & Charlene Webber-Schuss 
Rabbi Jeffrey Schulman & Susan Alnes 
Steven J. & Ann B. Packer 
Henrietta & Gregory Noyes 
Lee & David Hulquist Shields 
Alisa Fineman & Kimball Hurd 
J. & D. Greenberg 
Ellyn Gelson 
JC Arizona Family Trust 
Charles & Kerry Beren 
Carrie Millsap 
 
GENERAL DONATIONS 
Allan Rosenblatt 
Michael & Debora Waxer 
Robert Fields 
in honor of 
Tracy Richards and Zumba Class from Hugo & 
Lorraine Gerstl 
in memory of 
Brian Ellinoy from Tricia New, CHOMP Pharmacists 
My father's yahrzeit from William & Myrna 
Brandwein 
Robert Taylor Fletcher III & Joan Ott from Nancy 
Callahan 
 
HIGH HOLY DAY DONATION 
for CBI 
Dan Granoff & Marjory Kaplan 
Thank-you for allowing us to attend from Steven & 
Lisa Schatz 

Andrea Lewis 
in honor of 
Bar Mitzvah of River Mello from Joanne Golden 
 
RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
For Ukraine from Henrietta & Gregory Noyes 
in memory of 
Diana Greenbaum from Diana Rosenthal 
 
RACHAEL SAMMET MUSIC FUND 
Ann Jacobson 
 
UJC DONATIONS 
Barbara Lipman 
George & Lily Waissbluth 
Robert & Jenifer Block 
Kenneth & Shelley Kroopf 
Devorah Harris 
Norman & Diana Jacobson 
Lenny & Tricia Popky 
Alexander & Marilyn & Maryn Ljubimow 
Malina Breaux 
Donald & Marcia Pompan 
Jim & Jill Sleeper 
Bee Epstein-Shepherd 
Rabbi Bruce & Susan Greenbaum 
Martin Wolf 
Esther Burshtein 
William & Myrna Brandwein 
Joel Jacobson & Milene Crispin 
Jason & Julie Schnitzer 
David Ortiz-Suslow & Sunny Sun-Suslow 
Barbara Ehrenpreis 
Kimball Hurd & Cantor Alisa Fineman 
Robert Fenton & Debra Givner 
Katharine Kurz 
Stuart Jacobs 
Rabbi Leah Novick 
Alex & Galena Bordetsky 
Deanna Adolph 
Michael & Debora Waxer 
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Henry Wyatt & Gracie Meiggs 
Gary & Judy Simon 
Richard Gerber & Laurie Kleinman 
Anthony & Lary Lynn Muller 
Renee Luba 
David & Lois Epel 
David Awerbuck & Astrid Holberg 
Jim Gumberg & Nina Patane 
Jonathan Beck 
Catherine Stihler 
Elvira & Mihai Nadin 
Joseph & Carol Mironov 
in honor of 
Bob Fenton & Danny Bernstein from David Sabih & 
Anna Swartley 
David Sabih & Anna Swartley from Richard Gerber & 
Laurie Kleinman 
 
 

Thank you to 
our Oneg Hosts 
for Last Month 

 
November 3 - Blatt Family 
In memory of Hilda Blatt Mother of Marshal 
 

November 10 – Malina because she always steps up 
 

November 17 – The Greenbaums 
in memory of Diana Greenbaum Mother of Rabbi 
Bruce 
 

November 24 - Laura Arnow in honor of those working 
for peace and justice 
 

If you would like to host an Oneg please call the CBI 
office for available dates. 
You may host in honor or memory of someone special 
to you or in gratitude or honor of a special occasion or 
life cycle event.  
Please help us keep this tradition alive.  It’s easy, it’s fun 
and very much appreciated. Call the CBI office to 
schedule your Oneg at 831-624-2015.  
 

 

 

 

Please Consider a Year-End Gift 
to CBI 
Here is some helpful information from the Community 
Foundation of Monterey County: 

4 Options to Consider for Year-End Giving 

1) Donor Advised Funds (DAFs) 
This is a great way to claim a tax deduction now for 
supporting your favorite charities in the future. 
Donor advised funds can be created quickly and 
easily with a gift of $5,000 or more. And, with a gift 
of appreciated stock or mutual funds, you avoid 
paying capital gains tax on the sale of the stock and 
receive an immediate charitable income tax 
deduction for the full value of the asset. 
 
2) Gifts of Real Estate or Appreciated Stock 
A gift of real estate or appreciated stock are a good 
options to benefit the nonprofit with a direct gift 
and benefit the donor with an income tax deduction 
and capital gains tax savings. 
 

3) Life-Income Gifts: Charitable Remainder Trusts & 
Charitable Gift Annuities 
Both offer immediate tax deductions and income for 
life (a portion of which is tax free). The remainder 
creates a fund to benefit any nonprofit you choose. 
 
4) IRA Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) 
If you are 70 1/2 or older, you can make a gift from 
your IRA account to non-profits for the causes you 
care about. Gifts made from your IRA (up to 
$100,000 per year) are not taxable income. If you 
are 72 or older in the year of the distribution, your 
gift qualifies towards your RMD. If you are married, 
your spouse can also make a gift of up to $100,000 
from his or her IRA, for a total of $200,000. 
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A typical Chanukah menu sounds as though it were planned by the under-12 crowd: potato pancakes, fried, of course, in lots of 
oil; sweet cream-cheese rugelach; strawberry jam–filled doughnuts (sufganiyot) covered in powdered sugar; fried apple fritters; 
cheese-filled doughnuts fried in oil and dipped in honey; cheese blintzes; etc. 
Is it all just a ploy to keep kids lingering around the candles and enjoying a family meal? Not at all! 
Chanukah food traditions have their origins in the first years that the holiday was celebrated and are meant to remind us of 
certain miracles associated with the events of Chanukah itself. And, of course, remembering the miracles and the freedom that 
we’re all celebrating adds a special flavor to everything we serve . . . 
 

Here are 2 different spins on traditional latkes 
 

Colorful Vegetable Latkes 
Ingredients 
4 large baking potatoes (or equivalent amount of 
Yukon Gold potatoes) 
2 large carrots 
2 small zucchini 
1 medium onion 

1 egg 
1/4 cup matzah meal 
olive oil or vegetable oil for frying 
salt and pepper 

Directions 
1) Grate the potatoes and onions using the grating disk of the food processor. Do not process with the standard blade or in 

a blender. Place a colander large enough to hold the grated potato-onion mixture over a pot or bowl. Remove the grated 
potato-onion mixture from the food processor bowl and put in the colander. Let stand for five minutes. 

2) Press down on the mixture to quicken the draining process. Repeat this two or three more times at five minute intervals. 
The ingredients will be ready when the mixture no longer squishes when pressed (approximately 15 minutes). 

3) Repeat the grating procedure with the zucchini. Place zucchini shreds in their own colander over a bowl to catch the 
liquid. Let stand five minutes. Sprinkle liberally with salt and toss well. After five minutes, press down on the mixture to 
hasten the draining process. Repeat this pressing step until the mixture no longer squishes. For added insurance, place 
the zucchini shreds on a stack of paper towels and blot up any residual moisture. 

4) Grate the carrots. Combine the shredded and drained potatoes, onion, zucchini with the grated carrots. Add the egg and 
mix well. Add the matzah meal a little bit at a time until the mixture just starts to dry out. 

5) Carefully, pour the liquid out of the bowl/pot which was placed under the colander for the potatoes and onions. At the 
bottom of the bowl, you will find a thick, starchy paste (potato starch). Scrape this paste out of the bowl and add to the 
potato-carrot-onion-egg mixture, blending well. Drop by the spoonful into hot oil and fry until golden and crisp on both 
sides. Drain on paper towels. 

Curried Sweet Potato Latkes 
Ingredients 
1 pound sweet potatoes, peeled 
1/2 cup all-purpose flour 
2 teaspoons sugar 
1 teaspoon brown sugar 
1 teaspoon baking powder 
1/2 teaspoon cayenne powder 

2 teaspoons curry powder 
1 teaspoon cumin 
Salt and freshly ground pepper to taste 
2 large eggs, beaten 
1/2 cup milk (approximately) 
Peanut oil for frying 

Directions 
1) Grate the sweet potatoes coarsely. In a separate bowl mix the flour, sugar, brown sugar, baking powder, cayenne 

pepper, curry powder, cumin, and salt and pepper. Add the eggs and just enough milk to the dry ingredients to make a 
stiff batter. Add the potatoes and mix. The batter should be moist but not runny; if too stiff, add more milk. 

2) Heat 1/4 inch of peanut oil in a frying pan until it is barely smoking. Drop in the batter by tablespoonfuls and flatten. Fry 
over medium-high heat several minutes on each side until golden. Drain on paper towels and serve. 
3) Makes 16 three-inch pancakes.  

https://www.chabad.org/kids/article_cdo/aid/448534/jewish/Elis-Kosher-Kitchen.htm
https://www.chabad.org/holidays/chanukah/default_cdo/jewish/Chanukah-Hanukkah.htm
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Congregation Beth Israel 
5716 Carmel Valley Road 

Carmel, CA  93923 
831- 624-2015 

email: shalomcbi@aol.com 
Website: www.carmelbethisrael.org 

 
Chartered in 1954 as the Jewish Community of the 
Monterey Peninsula,  Congregation Beth Israel today 
serves the spiritual, educational, and social needs of Jews 
on the Peninsula.  We derive programming and 
administrative strength from our affiliation with the 
Union for Reform Judaism and offer traditional 
programming to meet the needs of Jews on the Monterey 
Peninsula. The Congregation sponsors weekly worship 
services and Torah study on Shabbat; observances of all  
holidays and festivals; and formal educational programs. 
We operate our own school on weekend mornings, and 
we also maintain a Judaic library.  

Clergy & Staff 
Bruce Greenbaum - Rabbi, D.D. & Director of Education 

Alisa Fineman – Cantor &  
Asst Director of Education 

Julie Chase- Executive Director 
Donna Shore- Interim Office Manager 

Charlotte Salomon- Dir. Membership Development & 
Engagement 

Sophie Little- Education Coordinator 
 

Board of Trustees  
2023-24 

Malina Breaux, President 
Danny Bernstein, Vice President 

Jill Firestone, Treasurer  
Arlene Krebs, Secretary 

Marshal Blatt, Safety & Security 
Sam Helfont, Youth Activities 
Bob Fenton, Adult Education 
Bobbie Ehrenpreis, At Large 

llana Entin, At Large 
Megan Felthoven, At Large 

Laura Arnow, At Large 
Jillian Heisman, At Large 

Ilene Cantor, At Large 
Claire Blatt, Youth Trustee 

 

Bee Epstein-Shepherd, Honorary Life Trustee 
Herb Stern, Honorary Life Trustee 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parshiot 
 
December 2, Vayishlach 

 T:  Genesis 32:4-36:43 

 H:  Hosea 11:7-12:12 
 
December 9, Vayeshev 

 T: Genesis 37:1-40:23 

 H: Amos 2:6-3:8 
 
December 16 , Miketz 

 T: Genesis 41:1-44:17 

 H: I Kings 3:15-4:1 
 
December 23, Vayigash 

 T: Genesis 44:18-47:27 

 H: Ezekiel 37:15-28 
 
December 30, Vayechi 

 T: Genesis 47:28-50:26 

 H: I Kings 2:1-12 
 

http://www.carmelbethisrael.org/
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