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Rabbi Mitchell Kornspan

What Esther brings to our people
and to us, is that in the midst of
fear, of pain and desolation, G-d is
still here. There is hope. There will
be a deliverance! For G-d’s
“hiding His face” does not mean
that He is absent!

President Pamela Friedman

March 2019
Adar I & II 5779

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Dear B’nai Jacob family,
Rabbi’s message

Rabbi’s message (cont.)
Life Cycle
Sisterhood

Purim’s Important Message for
Today
We will soon celebrate Purim.
Beyond the joyous revelry, there is
a profound message, which is so
essential for each of us, especially
nowadays.

Donations/Tzedakah
Purim
Adar
Thanks
Religious School
Rabbi’s Hours
Board Meeting

Events

JEWISH LEARNING
See page 5 for opportunities for
continuing your Jewish Learning
 Religious school
 Mishneh Torah
 Torah Study
 Ethics Class

You see, in the Book of Esther, we
find the Jews’ hopes for living a
normal, peaceful life destroyed by
signature of the King. Yes,
Achashverosh was following the
proposal of his trusted advisor,
Haman, and because of this, the
Jews were anticipating that their
own countrymen would slaughter
them and their children. Can you
imagine the fear and the anguish of
our people? G-d seemed so distant!
It is then that we learn about
Esther and Mordechai. The very
name of the heroic woman, Esther,
can be related to the word astir, I
will hide. This is found in
Deuteronomy 31:18: “And I will
surely hide My face in that
day…” (The Hebrew is Haster

There is a beautiful song, which
you can find on youtube. It is
based on a teaching of the famous
Rabbi Nachman of Bretslav.
(Here is the link: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?
v=sc1FW5EOaCU).
Rav Nachman taught: “Hashem
says (Devarim 31:18), “Anochi
haster astir Ponai bayom hahu,”
but the rebbe says, “Vafilu
behastarah shebesoch hahastarah
bevadai gam shom nimtza Hashem
Yisborach. Gam mei’achorei
hadevorim hakoshim ha’ovrim
alecha ani omeid.”
“Hashem says, ‘I will conceal
Myself [from the Jewish people]
on that day,’ but the rebbe says,
“Even in a concealment within a
concealment, also there Hashem,
may He be blessed, is certainly
found. Also after the hard
occurrences which pass over you, I
am standing!
We need to remind ourselves of
this, when we become sad, bitter
and agitated with the gravity of
(Continued on page 2)

(Continued from page 1)

happenings in our world, with happenings in our life.
There is another Esther. She is a model of this teaching, and I want to share her with you. I met this Esther at the
beginning of my Rabbinate. Her name is Esther Jungreis, zecher tzadeket livracha (may the memory of the
righteous be a blessing). She was the founder of Hineni, an outreach group to Jews, aiding them to become
involved in their Judaism. She became very famous, speaking to large crowds, authoring important books,
maintaining a column in the Jewish Press and recognized nationally. Indeed, President George Bush asked her to
be in a delegation accompanying him to visit Israel for its 60th anniversary.
Listen to this moving story about her early life and seeing G-d, though He was “in hiding.” Slovie JungreisWolff, Esther Jungreis’ daughter wrote: “My mother, Rebbetzin Esther Jungreis, of blessed memory, described
being deported from her home in Szeged, Hungary. She was a little girl when the Nazis awakened her from her
sleep. My grandparents were given just a few moments to get ready and then they were thrown into the night.
German shepherd dogs were barking. There was shouting and screaming. Terrified, my mother stood in the street
holding in her arms her favorite doll for dear life, the only thing she was able to take with her.
The neighbors came and watched silently, gawking. My mother noticed her friend, Marta, the daughter of the non
-Jewish caretaker of the synagogue. The two girls had always played together. Marta was standing there with her
father. She approached my mother and for a moment my mother thought that at least this little friend was coming
to say goodbye. As Marta came close, she grabbed the doll. My mother began to cry. ‘This doll is mine! Give me
back my doll!’ ‘My father said I could take whatever I want. You can’t keep anything.’ Father and daughter
looked at her, laughing. Then Marta’s father sneered, “You are a dirty Jew. And you need to learn the facts of
life. Where you are going you won’t need any toys.” He spat on the ground. “But you don’t have to worry,” he
added. “Marta will take care of all your things.”
My mother was deported to Bergen-Belsen…. My mother’s transport was halted in Linz. They were loaded off
the cattle cars. Heads were shaved. Amidst the sobbing, my mother found herself herded into a shower. They
later realized this was also a gas chamber. My mother felt as if life had come to an end. She no longer felt as if
she was a human being. She could not bear to glance at her beautiful mother who was shorn of all her grace and
dignity.
At that moment of suffocating darkness, something incredible occurred. My mother put her hand into her pocket
and discovered a crumpled piece of paper inside. She pulled it out and carefully unfolded its fragile ends. It was a
page from a prayer book. My grandfather had secretly placed the holy paper inside as a message to his little girl.
The words of the Shema filled my mother’s heart with hope. The message was clear: No matter what happens, no
matter where life takes you, know that you never walk alone. My dear child you are part of the Jewish people. Gd is watching over you; never lose your faith.
There are times we search for G-d’s hand and feel despair. We long for clear vision. We cannot understand what
is happening. It feels as if the presence of G-d is concealed. But we must know that beneath all the confusion
there is a Divine plan. G-d is guiding us. We will survive.”
I believe that this should remind us that there is never a time when all is lost. Yes, there are terrible, tragic
happenings, but we must never forget, that right there in the midst of them, Hashem is holding our hand. Let us
look to G-d that we shall see times ahead in our lives that sadness is turned to joy, hatred into love, powerlessness
into empowerment and war into peace. The words used in the Book of Esther in 9:1: “Vnahafoch hu” mean “it
was overturned, the opposite happened.” And, so may we realize this in our day!
Penny joins me in wishing you a Chag Purim Sameach,
L’shalom,
Rabbi Mitchell Kornspan
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Sam Kay
Molly Cohen
Elaine Shine
Chuma Appel
Henry Baum
Isaac Bosell
Edna Levine
Minnie Weinraub
Bernard Rosenblatt
Joseph Chodash
Morris Dicker
Robert Samuel Mirman
Melvin Smith

PLEASE HELP:
We are seeking volunteers who will choose to cover one
Kiddush at a time. Simple menus can be prepared on
Shabbat at the synagogue and can be as easy as cream
cheese and bagels served with a tossed salad or a bowl of
fruit. Ingredients, however, must be delivered to the
synagogue kitchen prior to the beginning of Shabbat.
Reimbursement of $40 or less is available from Sisterhood if
requested with a receipt.
To volunteer, you may reply via email to the synagogue or
call the office at 260-672-8459.
The Sisterhood is grateful to those who volunteered to
coordinate and/or sponsor Kiddushim in the past.

Adar II/March
3
9-10 Ralph Wolf
6
12-13 Max Himelstein
Congregation B'nai Jacob extends
6
12-13 Helen Rath
7
13-14 Moe M. Mitzman
condolences to Vicki and Ron Goltz
8
14-15 Rebeccah Applebaum
9
15-16 Pinchas ben Beryl Peter on the recent passing of Vicki's
Wechsler
mother, Babette Siegal.
12
18-19 Alex Rosenberg
May her memory ever be a blessing.
12
18-19 Isaac Sposeep
13
19-20 Ed
Roberts
15
21-22 Florence Rudin
Mazel Tov to proud great grandmother Susie
16
22-23 Rose Burrs
Miller, on the birth of Jordyn Faith Booker.
16
22-23 Jim
Long
She is the daughter of Abby (Miller) and J.R.
17
23-24 Helen Himelstein
Booker and the granddaughter of David Miller.
17
23-24 Herbert Rynearson
She was born on January 14, 2019.
19
25-26 Paul Lecher
20
26-27 Reuben Leb
Komisarow
22
28-29 Abraham
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Recording Secretary...Mort Schaffer
9
Luann Watson
Treasurer ............Melissa Schneider
13
Ian Martinez
Financial Secretary.......Mike Adams
19
Steve Appel
19
Jacob Eisbart
BOARD MEMBERS
21
Mike Adams
24
Gerry Appel
Janet Finkel
Marc Nusholtz
29
Elana Merritt
March Anniversaries
Jeff Herman
Debby Roberts
30
Mary Wilger
9
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If you would like to make a donation in honor/memory of someone,
please fill out the form and submit it with your check to:
Congregation B’nai Jacob
7227 Bittersweet Moors Drive
Fort Wayne, IN 46814-4543
I have enclosed $_________________
In honor/memory of:

_
Fund Preference: Please indicate which fund you prefer to donate to:
A.J. Ochstein Fund

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

David Siegel Memorial Fund

Simon/Hannah Crell Education Fund

General Fund

Sisterhood Nursery Fund

Kiddush Fund

Torah Maintenance Fund

Levy/Levin Endowment Fund

Winnick Memorial Garden Fund

Library Fund

Yahrzeit Fund

Seth Horwitz Education Fund

From:

_

TZEDAKAH
A.J. Ochstein Fund
David Siegel Memorial Fund
General Fund
In memory of Frieda Kretzman
-Joshua & Donna Tourkow
In memory of Frieda Safirstein
-Elizabeth Kay Safirstein
In memory of Moses Safirstein
-Elizabeth Kay Safirstein
In memory of Sarah Cohen
-Mike & Becky Park
In memory of Harvey Siegel
-Vicki & Ronald Goltz

In memory of Jean Siegel
-Vicki & Ronald Goltz
Kiddush Fund
In honor of Janet Finkel “for being a
truly caring and wonderful person”
-Jere Leib
In memory of Bob Adams
-Keith Groman
In appreciation of all of those who
prepare the kiddush
-Keith Groman
In appreciation of the Sisterhood
-Keith Groman
In appreciation of Marc Nusholtz &
Mary Wilger
-Franck Hagendorf

Levy/Levin Endowment Fund
Library Fund
Rabbi's Discretionary Fund
In appreciation of Rabbi Kornspan
-Franck Hagendorf
In honor of Jordyn Faith Booker
-Susie Miller
Seth Horwitz Education Fund
Simon/Hannah Crell Education Fund

Sisterhood Nursery Fund
In memory of Arlene Leib
-Jere Leib
Torah Maintenance Fund
Winnick Memorial Garden Fund
Yahrzeit Fund
In memory of Sadie Zinn
-Penny & Marvin Shefsky

Thank you for the donations to the Jewish
National Fund for the planting of trees in Israel in
honor of Tu B’Shevat.

OFFICIAL PURIM DECREE
And it has come to pass at Congregation B'nai Jacob
that a decree has been issued that the holiday of Purim
shall be observed with joy and gladness, the evening of
Wednesday, March 20th (7:45 p.m.) and on the evening
of Thursday, March 21st (5:30 p.m.)!

Let there be the reading of the Megillah, the singing of
songs, the attirement in costumes, and the booing of
Haman, the villain!

And it has been further decreed that all humankind
endeavor to rid itself of the influence of Haman and
evil, so that all may ever know joy and happiness unto
the fullness of days!

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
March Class Schedule
Hebrew School

7th, 14th

4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Shabbat School

9th, 16th & 23rd

9:30 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.

Rabbi's Hours in MARCH
Rabbi Kornspan will be conducting services and classes as well as available for appointments
from March 9th to the 23rd.
Please call the office to make an appointment.

MISHNEH TORAH
TORAH CLASS
TALLIT AND TEFILLIN
ETHICS CLASS

Wednesdays, March 6, 13 & 20
Saturdays, March 9, 16 & 23
Sunday, March 10
Sunday, March 10

at 7:00 p.m.
at 12:45 p.m.
at 9:30 a.m.
at 10:30 a.m.

Board of Directors Meeting
Thursday, March 7
7:00 p.m.

The gift shop is fully stocked for your Judaic
needs! Come browse after Services and during
office hours. Office hours for March will be most
Wednesdays and Fridays from 10:00 a.m. to
3:00 p.m.

Daylight Saving Time starts on Sunday,
March 10 at 2:00 am. A cell phone may,
or may not, change automatically, so be
sure to set a manual alarm clock ahead
one hour before you go to bed Saturday
evening.

JEWISH COMMUNITY NEWS
“Great Voices, Civil Rights, and Jews in the
American South”
Dr. Gary P. Zola, the Temple's Scholar-in-Residence, introduces some of Judaism's most
remarkable rabbinical leaders through a series of vocal recordings and slides on Thursday,
February 28 at 7:00 p.m. at the Temple. His talk on “Great Voices, Civil Rights, and Jews
in the American South” will offer a rare opportunity to hear the recordings from the
American Jewish Archives historical collection.

“Sharing: Non-Traditional Family History Books”
Betsy Gephart will present “Sharing: Non-Traditional
Family History Books,” as part of the Allen County
Public Library Genealogy Center’s March Madness series
on Sunday, March 3 at 2:30 p.m. Using the 13 books
she’s written for her daughters as examples, Betsy hopes
to inspire you to get started on a project that’s just the
right size. In addition to serving as Vice President of the
Northeast Indiana Jewish Genealogy Society, Betsy is the
Temple’s Program Vice President and librarian of their
Rabbi Richard B. Safran Library. Contact Genealogy@ACPL.info for more information.

Thoughtful Thursdays
The Jewish community’s Thoughtful Thursdays team will meet to
assemble bags for the 70 Brightpoint Head Start families.
Wednesday, March 6 at 10:00 a.m. at the Rifkin Campus
Thank you to the volunteers from Congregation Achduth Vesholom,
Congregation B'nai Jacob, and the Jewish Federation of Fort Wayne.

Mah Jongg
The Temple will be offering lessons on how to play mah jongg for beginners on Sundays,
March 10 and 17 from 1 to 4 p.m. in the Madge Rothschild Resource Center. Taught by
Marcia Reynolds, John Stein, and Deb Vilensky, the sessions
will cover the basics and then you will be able to start playing
and learning the subtleties of the game. Reservations are
required, call the CAV office at (260) 744-4245 to make
yours. The cost is $10 and also will get you the 2019 card
which you will need for play. Contact John Stein at
john@steinadpromos.com with questions. Weekly mah jongg
open play occurs in the Madge Rothschild Resource Center on
Sunday mornings, Thursday afternoon, and Monday evenings.
Enjoy the beautiful space, friendly conversation, and a chance to play this centuries-old
Chinese game. They also have mah jongg resources in the Rabbi Richard B. Safran
Library.

