Congregation B’nai Jacob
October 2011
Mitchell Kornspan, Rabbi

Tishrei/Cheshvan
5771-5772
Services

Ron Friedman, President

Weekly Portion: Ha'azinu
Friday, September 30th
Services 8:30am
Earliest CL 6:11pm
Saturday, October 1st
Services 9:15am
CL 7:05pm
Shabbat School
9:30am
Havdalah: 8:05pm
Torah Class
1:00pm
Kever Avot Cemetery Services together with the Temple
Sunday, October 2nd
Lindenwood Cemetery 2:30pm
Jewish
3:30pmMincha 6:45pm
Yom Kippur
Friday, Cemetery
October 7th
Kol Nidre 7:00pm
CL 6:53pm
Saturday, October 8th
Services 8:30am Junior Congregation 10:30am Yizkor 11:00am
Mincha 5:00pm Neilah 6:30pm
Maariv 7:30pm Havdalah: 7:54pm
Sunday, October 9th 1:00pm Religious School Apple Orchard Field Trip /Sukkah Decorating
Sukkot
Wednesday, October 12th
6:45pm Services and Sukkah Seudah at Rabbi's and Rebbetzin's home
Thursday, October 13th 10:00am Services
Friday, October 14
Simchat Torah Services 10:00am
Services 7:30pm
Early C.L. 5:52pm
Saturday, October 15
Services 9:15am
CL 6:42
Shabbat School
9:30am
Havdalah: 7:43pm
Torah Class
1:00pm
Thursday, October 20th Shemini Atzeret
9:15am
10:30am
Yizkor
and
Friday,Services
October 21st
Simchat
Torah 6:30pm
ServicesDinner
10:00am
Simchat
Torah
Celebration
Weekly Portion: Bereshit
Friday, October 21st
Services 7:30pm
Early C.L. 5:44pm
Saturday, October 22nd
Services 9:15am
CL: 6:32pm
Shabbat School
9:30am
Havdalah: 7:32pm
Torah Class
1:00pm
Bat Mitzvah Anniversary: Bobbie Goltz
Weekly Portion: Noach
Friday, October 28th
K.I.S.S. Service 5:30pm
Early CL 5:36pm
Saturday, October 29th
Services 9:15am
C.L. 6:22 pm
Shabbat School
9:30am
Havdalah: 7:23 pm
Torah Class
1:00pm
Bar and Bat Mitzvah Anniversaries: Dan Appel, Barbara Dicker, Jason Kelman, Silvan Krel,
Mitchell Nemeroff, Richard Rifkin, Mark Rozeen, Ron Russ, Bruce Shine, and David Walters
It’s All About Torah
Penny and I wish you a Gmar Chatima Tova. May
you be sealed in the Book of Life for a happy,
healthy and prosperous New Year 5772.

We Jews love Torah. We are excited to learn the
tried and true truths found in it; we are exuberant
learning new insights as we plumb its depths. In our
Shabbat and Tuesday classes, I feel such joy when I
see the faces of our learners as an “aha” moment is
experienced. When you feel it, you just know that
something so important has occurred.
We Jews also love Torah by the way we rise for the
Torah scroll, kiss it as it proceeds throughout the
congregation, and dance with it in a profound joy on
Simchat Torah.
I want to bring to your attention another way we
love Torah. There are more and more of our
members who are learning parts of the Torah
portion or haftarot, so that they can chant them. You
deserve much praise. You devote time and effort to
perfecting your learning.
As your Rabbi, I am always so thrilled when youths
return to have an aliya, lead services, chant from the
Torah or their haftarah. I am proud of youths and
adults who do this!
This month, we have a special celebration. Dan
Appel is celebrating the 50th anniversary of his Bar
Mitzvah. I am so proud of him and his efforts,
because he took upon himself a challenge and has
accomplished the goal!
Let me explain. Fifty years ago, Dan had his Bar
Mitzvah. It was the parasha of Noach. In looking up
the date for this year, we chose the exact portion for
the fiftieth anniversary. Sounds great, right?
And then….the challenge came. Normally one can
say the same haftarah each year on the anniversary
of their Bar or Bat Mitzvah. Notice I said normally.
THIS year the Shabbat of Dan’s anniversary falls on
Shabbat Rosh Chodesh. This means, as it is the
New Moon, there is a special haftarah for Rosh
Chodesh! The regular haftarah for Shabbat Noach is
pushed aside!
Thus it was that Dan received good news and bad
news. The bad news was that HIS haftarah would
not be recited this year. The good news was and is
that once he learned this new haftarah, he would
always know it and be able to recite it on any
Shabbat Rosh Chodesh.

Many people would have said, “Well, Rabbi, maybe
some other time.” Dan, however, persevered, and
we will celebrate with him on the Shabbat of
October 28th and 29th. How wonderful to mark the
50th anniversary of his Bar Mitzvah.
I am hoping that Dan’s example, together with the
examples of many of our young and older adults,
will inspire each of you. Wouldn’t it be nice if on
the anniversary of your Bar or Bat Mitzvah, you
came to the synagogue and had an aliya? And if you
are inspired, you could chant your haftarah again.
If you need some lessons to brush up on your
Hebrew or your chanting, I am always willing to
help you. So, don’t be shy; please let me know.
Many can be intimidated thinking that they cannot
do a haftarah again. You can; you just need to give
yourself time to learn or relearn it. For most people
trying to do this, starting a year ahead is the best
way to accomplish your goal.
As we begin the New Year, let us make our own
“resolution” that we will stretch our souls. Let us
learn more Torah than last year; let us learn to do
parts of the service, some sentences from the Torah,
and a part or all of a haftara.
Just call me and I will be glad to help.
Gmar Chatima Tova,

Rabbi Mitchell Kornspan
Kever Avot Cemetery Services
together with the Temple
Sunday, October 2nd
Lindenwood Cemetery 2:30pm
Jewish Cemetery
3:30pm
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  is:	
  
http://www.bnaijacobfw.org/newsletter.htm	
  

For non-members there will be a charge for High
Holiday services:
$100.00 per person for people in our service area and
$50.00 per person for those out of our service area
For details and to make arrangements please contact
Estelle Greenberg
at 747-5098

If you have not had a chance to look and see the
garden from the sanctuary windows, please take the
time to look. Bob and Lazette Serdinak, Brandon
Roberts, Iris Fuchs, Rebecca Schneider and Elie
Friedman have done a beautiful job with our
garden. A big thank you to Bee Siegel and Diane
W olf for purchasing the mums. Thank you so much
for your hard work and dedication!

Thank you to Marc Nusholtz and Mary
Wilger on the donation they made to fix the
Synagogues overhang outside.

Sunday, October 9th 1:00pm
Religious School Field Trip
Apple Orchard and Sukkah Decorating
Dr. Michael Cook, a renowned New
Testament Scholar and Rabbi, will lead a
discussion of “Charting Our Ways Through
Today’s Religious Maze” on November 4-6 as
scholar-in-residence at the Temple. See
more details in our November bulletin.

Thank you to Janet Finkel, Paula Adams, Iris Fuchs
and the sisterhood for preparing the wonderful
Kiddush in memory of Benjamin and Grace Becker.
Thank you to Rabbi Kornspan and the congregation
for making it possible to have a Minyan for
their Yahrzeit.

October 20th 6:30pm Dinner and Simchat
Torah Celebration
$4.00 per person and children 5 and under
free Please R.S.V.P.

Happy 50th Bar Mitzvah Anniversary
to Dan Appel

Please RSVP for Break the fast on October 8th
after services. We would like to thank Bee
Siegel for sponsoring the dinner.

Partaking of Parashiot
by Rebbitzen Penny Kornspan
October 1, 2011 / 3 Tishre 5772 Shabbat
Shuva Haazinu Devarim 32:1-52
Moshe states by way of a song that Hashem is
our G-d, and His ways are perfect, just, faithful
and He is Creator of all. The L-rd watched and

cared for this nation, Israel, but they went astray
and ‘vexed’ Him. Famine, plague, pestilence,
fanged beasts and venomous creepers will be
the requisite punishment for this. There is clarity
that this will come about because G-d decrees it,
not because of the might of other nations. Yet in
the end, divine justice will prevail. After reciting
this poem, Moshe warns them to closely heed
the words therein and to teach them to their

children. Next, he is allowed to see the Land, but
he is not permitted to enter.
A pasuk to ponder: “For the Eternal’s portion
is His people, Jacob is the measure of His
inheritance.” 32:9
We are warned repeatedly in the book of
Devarim to heed G-d’s instructions, and we are
told repeatedly how much we are loved by G-d.
Seforno teaches us when the tower of Babel
was being built, Hashem would have wiped out
all the people involved; however He knew His
people would eventually emerge from one of
those nations. So, how do you feel that love
bestowed upon you? Different people will
respond with diverse answers, but with me one
thing shines through. A gratitude list always
brings me back to The Source. My list items
connect to the graciousness of The Eternal and
the goodness extended in a myriad of ways, e.g.
having precise change for a purchase, catching
a fumbled plate before it hits the floor or hearing
words of encouragement from an unlikely
source. What works for you?
October 8, 2011 / 10 Tishre 5772 Yom Kippur
Vayikra 16:1-34
Acharei Mot: after the death of two of Aharon’s
sons, Hashem delineates the sacrifices linked
with Yom Kippur. A young bull and ram are
prescribed and Aharon will wear the white tunic
and pants, but not all the Cohen Gadol’s more
splendid garments. Next, lots are cast to see
which of two goats would be used as an offering
and which would be pushed off a cliff. He needs
to slaughter a bull for a sin offering, from himself
and his family. He also must perform a special
incense service inside the Holy of Holies. Next
detailed is the ritual regarding spreading the
blood from the bull slaughtered. This is also
inside the Holy of Holies. No one is permitted in
the sanctuary, on either side of the curtain, while
he is in the midst of this work; however, people
were permitted in the courtyard. The goat
designated as the ‘scapegoat’ is then sent off to
his fate. Both Aharon and the man responsible
for the scapegoat must immerse in a mikveh to
ritually purify themselves. Yom Kippur is said to
be an eternal decree, with a fixed date for the
atonement of sin. Complete rest and affliction of
the soul are also described as eternal decrees.
The portion ends making it clear the korbanot
responsibilities are for the Cohanim; Aharon and

his progeny are the only ones qualified to
perform them.
A pasuk to ponder: “It is a Sabbath of
complete rest for you, and you shall afflict
yourselves…” 16:31
Yom Kippur is the only ‘festival’ having the labor
restrictions of Shabbat. The others are called ‘a
day of rest’ but here we have ‘complete rest.’ So
we can see the link. The Rambam has a
beautiful interpretation of afflicting the soul. He
tells us this is a positive command with the
purpose of transcending the normal human
limitations that prevent us from functioning
unless we eat. On Yom Kippur we are like the
angels who serve Hashem without the need for
food. Fasting’s truest value is associated with
repentance; since this is so, fasting actually
elevates us. It is not, in the Rambam’s view,
meant to cause a sense of physical deprivation.
Try to keep this in mind as you are fasting this
Yom Kippur; it may bring a greater value to the
day and help you see a deeper meaning as to
why we wish one another an ‘easy fast.’
October 15, 2011 / 17 Tishre 5772 Shabbat
Chol Hamoed Sukkot Sh’mot 33:12 – 34:26
Here is a conversation between Moshe and
Hashem. Moshe wants assurance that The
Eternal is accompanying him on the journey to
The Land, because it would be better to remain
in the wilderness than to go without Hashem. He
wants to see the glory of G-d, but he is permitted
to see only the ‘back’ of G-d, not His face.
HaKodesh Baruch Hu will write the second set
of the Ten Commandments on tablets cut by
Moshe. Hashem lists His Thirteen Attributes,
which we recite on chagim before the Torah is
removed from the ark. The eternal tells Moshe
He is about to create a covenant unlike anything
else. He further tells Moshe that the people
driven out of Canaan could become a snare to
them, and the altars of those people need to be
destroyed. Moshe is commanded to make no
idols and to keep Pesach. The first born is
discussed as well as Shabbat, and keeping the
chag of Shavuot. The last words mentioned are:
“ ‘Do not cook a kid in its mother’s milk.’ ”
A pasuk to ponder: “Hashem said to Moshe,
‘Carve for yourself two stone tables like the first
ones, and I shall inscribe on the Tablets the
words that were on the first Tablets, which you
shattered.’ ” 34:1

Two things strike me about this. First, Moshe,
not Hashem, cuts the Tablets. Sages suggest
Yisrael was not worthy of having another set
completely from the Hand of G-d. By their
actions they had slipped spiritually. Prior to
receiving the first set, they had ritually purified
themselves and uttered, “we will do and we will
listen.” Similar to the Garden of Eden, where a
perfect existence was lost to mankind, a perfect
gift from Hashem is here lost.
The second is more a question. Why is G-d
reminding Moshe of his breaking the first set?
The Talmud Shabbat 87a suggests there was
justification in Moshe doing this, a sort of
righteous indignation occurred. Nonetheless,
Moshe, accepting his responsibility, collaborates
with Hashem and a partnership between them is
a reflection of how we too, must be moving
closer and closer to the will of G-d and refining
ourselves. G-d does His part and we do ours.
October 22, 2011 / 24 Tishre 5772 Bereshit
Triennial Cycle: Bereshit 2:4 – 4:26
In this cycle more is revealed to us regarding the
creation of man whom Hashem placed in the
garden, where four rivers acquire their water
supply. An appropriate helper for man is
sought; woman is then created. The incident
with the Tree of Knowledge occurs and Adam
and Eve find themselves expelled from Gan
Eden. Cain and Abel are born; Cain becomes a
farmer and Abel becomes a shepherd. The first
sibling rivalry ends with the death of Abel, and
Cain will no longer successfully till the soil. A
lineage of Cain is given taking us to Lamech.
This cycle ends telling us Adam and Eve had a
child named Seth, and Seth had a child named
Enosh.
A pasuk to ponder: “The serpent was more
arum than any other beast of the field…” 3:1
Arum is translated subtle, sly, crafty or cunning;
all of these demand some imagination. From
Pirkey de Rabbi Eliezer comes the following:
The angel of death riding on a serpent means
taking advantage of this power of imagination.
Seforno elaborates: “The insidious nature of the

	
  

	
  

evil urge consists of the fact that it conjures up in
our imaginations something desirable. Since it is
desirable, we rationalize it as harmless and of
no physical or spiritual harm.” Here are two
examples. First, we imagine a second piece of
cake really holds no harm; we eat it. A nasty
stomachache follows, because we were already
satiated. Second, let’s imagine there is no harm
in wanting a new Ipod, but let’s add a measure
of greed or envy to the equation. When a fellow
employee / student is not looking, we steal it.
Imagination is a powerful tool for good. But, we
need to recognize its ability to hurt us as well.
October 29, 2011/ 1 Heshvan 5722 Noach
Triennial Cycle: Bereshit 8:15 – 10:32
Noah is commanded to come out of the ark and
bring his family and all the animals as well. He
then builds an altar to offer korbanot to Hashem.
Animals’ fear of humans is a change to the eco
system and the Noahide laws are given. A
covenant is established between G-d and Noah
and the rainbow is a sign of this. Noah planted a
vineyard. One of his sons saw his father in a
compromised position and shared the
information with his other brothers. Canaan is
guilty of something, which causes him to be
cursed. We are told Noah lives 350 years after
the Flood, making his age 950 at death. The
remaining part of the cycle gives us the
genealogy of his sons: Yapheth, Ham and
Shem.
Rainbows: are they good or bad signs?
Ketuvot 77: The arrival of a rainbow is a sign
that the generation in which it appears is a guilty
generation. It is an ominous warning for us.
Allegedly, two generations never saw a rainbow,
since the people were Torah vigilant.
In Pesachim 54, references to the rainbow have
been repeated only to impress upon people’s
minds that it is a sign of G-d’s love and His
covenant.
Which idea resonates with you? This is one of
the lovely examples teaching us we don’t have
to agree about everything!

October Congregational Donations

October	
  	
  Birthdays	
  
1-‐Ben	
  
Watson	
  
David
Siegel
Memorial Fund
8-‐Laura	
  Zofweig	
  
In memory
beloved mother Sophie Bialick
10-‐Ashley	
  Bosell	
  
Bee Siegel
10-‐Bob	
  Watson	
  
12-‐Bobbie	
  
Goltz	
  
Kiddush
Fund
16-‐Sue	
  ofPownall	
  
In honor
all who celebrated birthdays " Happy
Birthday !! ".
Ovadya

17-‐Irene	
  Walters	
  
17-‐Alana	
  Sarratore	
  
19-‐Renee	
  Levin	
  
21-‐James	
  Holstein	
  
22-‐Helena	
  Finkelstein	
  
23-‐Rabbi	
  Marla	
  Spanjer	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
October	
  	
  Anniversaries	
  
4-Barry and Linda Snitzer
7-Melanie and Russell Bookout
15-Bob and Lazette Serdinak
16-Ron and Susie Miller
17-Bob and Luann Watson

October Yahrzeits
Joseph Mayer Levy
Freda Kaplan
Gladys Adams
Jack Moyer
Mariam Nemoff
Leah Berebitsky
Ida Weinstein
Golyde Kaplan
Adrienne Korr
Barry Pass
Mashe Soloway

Tishrei
3
3
3
4
5
6
6
6
6
6
7

October
30-1
30-1
30-1
1-2
2-3
3-4
3-4
3-4
3-4
3-4
4-5

Louis Israel Brateman
Meyer Ruchman
Lottie Guttmacher
Joseph Lowenhar
Sima Lowenhar
Siegmund Kaufman
Fannie Merin
Simon Merin
Siegmond Merin
Shirley Ruth Konigsberg
Herman Brateman
Louis Goldberg
Esther Rose Weinstein
Samuel N. Weinstein
Milton Jay
Lillian Starr Messe
Steve Kelman
George King
Simon Singer
Israel Edelman
Edward Baum
Charles Bernstein
Sheldon Goltz
Martin J. Dicker
Sam Boudaie
Rose Rubenstein
Josephine Mocle
Samuel N. Field
Jennie Schneiderman
Linda Shulkin-Nail
Abe Lipp
Mollie Frank
Gertrude Brateman
Abraham Zimmerman
Dr. Abraham Fichman
Lona Ruchman
Dorothy Marks Fidler
Anna Levin
Melvin Shulkin
Simon Crell
Jean Pownall
Jack Berger
Harry Komisarow
Libbie Mull
Herman Schubert
Morris Magazine
Israel Bronstein
Dena Levant
Hanna Singer
Ethelyn Seigman
Helen Snitzer
Robert E.Shine

7
8
8
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
11
12
12
12
13
13
14
14
14
15
15
15
16
16
16
17
18
18
18
18
19
19
20
20
21
21
21
23
24
24
24
25
25
25
26
26
27
27
27
27
28

4-5
5-6
5-6
7-8
7-8
7-8
7-8
7-8
7-8
7-8
7-8
8-9
9-10
9-10
9-10
10-11
10-11
11-12
11-12
11-12
12-13
12-13
12-13
13-14
13-14
13-14
14-15
15-16
15-16
15-16
15-16
16-17
16-17
17-18
17-18
18-19
18-19
18-19
20-21
21-22
21-22
21-22
22-23
22-23
22-23
23-24
23-24
24-25
24-25
24-25
24-25
25-26

Rita Finkel
Charlotte Slutsky
Goldie Sunshine
Sally Fields
Sidney Klepper
Lou Weissman

28
28
29
29
30
30
Cheshvan
Sophie Bass
1
Phyllis Groman
1
Sharon McLochlin
1
Jake Rovel
2
Sarah Brateman
3
Harry Bosell
3
Harry Babich
3
Rose White
3

25-26
25-26
26-27
26-27
27-28
27-28
October
28-29
28-29
28-29
29-30
30-31
30-31
30-31
30-31

If you would like to make a donation in
honor/memory of someone, please fill out the form
and submit it with your check to:
Congregation B’nai Jacob 7227 Bittersweet Moors Drive Fort Wayne,
IN 46814
I have enclosed $_________in honor/memory
of:________________________________
From:_________________________________

Fund Preference: Please indicate which fund
you prefer to donate to:
___A.J. Ochstein Fund
___Building Fund
___David Siegel Memorial Fund
___General Fund
___Kiddush Fund
___Levy/Levin Endowment Fund
___Library Fund
___Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
___Seth Horwitz Education Fund
___Simon/Hannah Crell Education Fund
___Sisterhood Nursery Fund
___Torah Maintenance Fund
___Winnick Memorial Garden Fund
___Yahrzeit Fund
Congregation B’nai Jacob
7227 Bittersweet Moors Drive
Fort Wayne, IN 46814
(260) 672-8459

bnaijacob@frontier.com
Rabbi Mitchell Kornspan
President
Ron Friedman
st
1 Vice President
Mike Adams
nd
2 Vice President
Dan Bradley
Recording Secretary
Pam Friedman
Financial Secretary
Estelle Greenberg
Treasurer
Paul
Schuler
Non
Profit
Organization
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Past President
Past President

Josh Tourkow
David Bussell

Board Members
Jennifer Schuler
Marc Nusholtz
David Miller
Dan Appel

Donna Tourkow
Paula Adams
Yuval Fuchs
Janet Finkel
Mark Schneider

Sukkot
Wednesday, October 12th 6:45pm
Services and Sukkah Seudah at Rabbi's and Rebbetzin's home (RSVP to office)
Thursday, October 13th 10:00 am Services following with Kiddush in Sukkah
Friday, October 14th Sukkot Services 10:00 am
Shemini Atzeret
Thursday, October 20th Services 9:15am Yizkor 10:30am
Simchat Torah Dinner and Simchat Torah Celebration 6:30pm (RSVP to office)
Friday, October 21st Simchat Torah Services 10:00am

