Congregation B’nai Jacob

Av/Elul

August 2011
5771
Mitchell Kornspan, Rabbi
Weekly Portion: Devarim
Early C.L. 7:24pm
C.L. 8:33pm
Havdalah: 9:34pm

Services

Ron Friedman, President

Saturday, August 6th

Services 9:15am

Torah Class

1:00pm

Tisha B’Av Services
Monday, August 8th 8:30pm
Weekly Portion: Va'etchanan
Early CL: 7:17pm
Saturday, August 13th
C.L. 8:24pm
Havdalah: 9:25pm
Torah Class

Tuesday, August 9th 7:30pm
Services 9:15am
1:00pm

Sunday, August 14th 10:00am Tallit and Tefillin 11:00am Q and A with the Rabbi at Dr. Marc and
Mary’s home

Weekly Portion: Ekev
Early C.L. 7:09pm
C.L. 8:14
Havdalah: 9:15pm

Saturday, August 20th

Services 9:15am

Torah Class

1:00pm

Weekly Portion: Re'eh
Early C.L. 7:00pm
C.L. 8:04
Havdalah: 9:04pm

Friday, August 26th
Saturday, August 27th

Service 7:30pm
Services 9:15am

Torah Class

1:00pm

Weekly Portion: Shoftim
Early CL 6:51pm
C.L. 7:52 pm
Havdalah: 8:53 pm

Friday, September 2nd
Service 7:30pm
Saturday, September 3rd
Services 9:15am
This is an amazing story. It is the tale of a Torah we
have called Torah number
7!
Torah Class
1:00pm

A Mistake Of Over A Hundred Years
And The Correction Which Needed
A Round Trip Of Over A Thousand Miles

On a Shabbat right before Purim, we add a second
Torah reading, the Maftir, which tells of the
mitzvah to remember what Amalek had done to us
when we left Egypt. Amalek was the prototype of

evil, attacking for no reason and killing the infirm,
the weak, the mothers and the children. Yes, he
does sound like the first terrorist.
Torah number 7 is over a 100 years old. It has seen
generations of Jews, and been read countless times.
It was the last Torah we fixed for letters that had
faded and other obvious repairable flaws.
Who would have known that there was an original
error? Yes, the error of the actual scribe who wrote
it! Oh, to be sure, this is rare. And, yet, there it was.
I was reading the Torah, and I did a double take.
No, I thought. I can't be seeing this correctly. But
there it was. Somehow the original scribe left out an
entire letter, the letter "chet" from the Hebrew word
"Hanecheshalim".
There is a Halakhah, a point of Jewish law, that if
you are reading a Torah and you find a mistake, you
must immediately and respectfully place it back in
the ark, and take out another kosher Torah, doing
the reading from it.
When I told this to Rabbi Klein, who has been so
wonderful in restoring our Torahs, he actually
laughed. "Do you realize it? You found an original
error, from the original scribe!"
If this would have been just the dissipating of a
letter, I would have been able to correct it. (Scribes
have guided me about how to do this with a special
quill, ink, and proper intention!)

The Torah Travels

This is where Keith Groman's efforts come in to
play. Knowing I needed help in properly and
carefully preparing the Torah for shipment to New
York, he volunteered to obtain the correct
"wrapping and garment" to honor the Torah. Yes,
this included bubble wrap! Then Keith lovingly
prepared the Torah for shipping.
We investigated how to send the Torah. Would it be
UPS, Fedex, USPS? And, even the outer box
needed to be properly prepared size wise. (There
aren't Torah boxes that are available!)
I am glad to tell you that the Torah reached New
York, and has been repaired. By the time you read
this column, it should be happily nesting in our
Aron Kodesh. Welcome home holy Torah!

However, this wasn't so easy. The entire word
would have to be carefully scraped off, and then the
new word rewritten adding the extra required letter
in the space available!
If Rabbi Klein were coming to our area, he would
have gladly corrected this for us. But, alas, he
wasn't. What to do?
Keith and the UPS worker finish
the packing of the Torah!

B’shalom,

Rabbi Mitchell Kornspan

If you would like your Rosh Hashanah
Greetings in the September bulletin, please turn
in your order form no later than
August 15th.

Mazel Tov to Sam and Kathy on the graduation of
grandson, Avi, from IPFW. They also have a new greatgranddaughter.
Thank you to Melvin and Silvan Krel, and Dr. Marc and
Mary for donating the cases of wine.
Josh and Donna had Illana and family here for the month
of July. Ben is settled in Ann Arbor for his fellowship at
the University of Michigan. Niesie’s family came in to
help her celebrate her birthday.

Change of date!!!
The Rummage Sale will be on
Friday, August 19th from 7:00am-4:00pm. You
can bring your items to the office or if you need
help carrying furniture or heavy items please
call Iris Fuchs at 747-4523.

The confirmation of Rafi and Brandon was held on
Shavuot. They helped lead the service and gave original
and inspirational speeches.
Elana went to Israel for five weeks with a large group of
youth. Ask her about her experiences.
We wish refuah shlema to Audrey, who fell and broke
her arm. Her daughter, Rhonda, drove in to help her get
settled after the accident. Marla was in town for
Audrey’s birthday.
The Krel mishpokhe came in for the unveiling of the
monument for Margot.

Sunday, August 14th 10:00 am Tallit and Tefillin
11:00 am Questions and Answers
with the Rabbi at
Dr. Marc and Mary’s home.

Keith and Brandon went on a ten day trip to Europe and
visited London, Paris, Florence, and Rome. Rebecka
went to Camp GUCI in Zionsville for a month.
Ron and Susie went with Sarah Jo and Shelah to
Indianapolis for a weekend to go to the Children’s
Museum. Debby, Keith, and Brandon drove down to
have lunch with them.
David and Teresa went to Holland, Michigan for a
vacation. They also went camping with Shelle’s family
and Abby.

The Baum/Goldenberg Scholarship
deadline is September 27, 2011. Please
turn in your application to the Federation.

Irene Walters made the newspaper for her part in the
IPFW RiverFest 2011 festival.

B’nai Jacob News!

Estelle’s son, Larry, spent his vacation in Fort Wayne
visiting family and friends.

Welcome home to Rabbi Kornspan after his vacation in
Israel. We are looking forward to hearing all about his
trip.
Lazette is spending some time out west visiting with her
sisters. Bob and Lazette’s grandson’s Bar Mitzvah here
in June was so meaningful. All of the cousins, along
with their parents, were able to attend. It was good to
see Jeanne and her friend Morty.
Pam and Josh attended freshman orientation at I.U. in
Bloomington. Josh was a counselor at Camp Moshava,
and Elie was a camper. Rafi went to Israel for the
summer trip.

Franck is in Paris preparing for a concert there.
Rabbi Marla, her mother, and daughter, Michal, attended
Mother Daughter Weekend at OSRUI.
We enjoyed reading the new book put out by the Indiana
Jewish Historical Society about the scrap dealers and
their families. Some of the chapters were about our
former and current members.
Alex and Ian went to camp this summer at Camp
Nageela for three weeks.

Partaking of Parashiot

August 6, 2011 / 6 Av 5771 Devarim
Triennial Cycle: Devarim 1:1 – 2:1
The book begins by giving us the time and
location of Moshe’s address to the folks. The
land sworn to Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov
is now theirs for the taking. He speaks of how
the population has greatly expanded and prays
that this continues. He recaps how the judicial
system was devised, how they were to take the
Land in the past, but were afraid; therefore
twelve spies were sent. The people would not
listen to Joshua and Calev. They listened to
the other ten and greatly feared taking the
Land. This action caused the death of the
generation. He further reminds them how at
that time they had lost G-d’s favor and were
not to engage in the battle, but they did so
anyway at great cost. They were pursued “as
the bees would do.” The Eternal was ‘angry’
with them, and consequently the long exile
takes place before they are given another
opportunity, this one, now before them, to enter
The Land.
A pasuk to ponder: “How can I bear unaided
the trouble of you, and the burden, and the
bickering.” 1:12
From Seforno: “Rather than focusing on getting
to the Promised Land, they wasted their time
on petty concerns, undermining personal
relationships. Trouble refers to non-monetary
claims against one another. Burden refers to
wrangling about the supplies of the needs of
the people. The term bickering is applied to
continual financial claims upon each other.
This is why in parshat Yitro, Moshe had set up
judges down to even every ten people. This
was due to some character weakness, some
pre-disposition to be petulant. Moshe reminded
them of all this in hopes that the people would
repent of their “behavior.” Sadly, we haven’t
changed much. We allow ridiculous things to
upset us. We also know more about others
than we should, and spend our time picking at
the flaws of individuals. We can try to imagine
the spiritual growth a person could experience
if s/he looked inward more. Or, we can stop
looking at others and try to attain that spiritual
growth. One day at a time, we can work on it.
August 13, 2011 / 13 Av 5771 Vaetchanan
Triennial Cycle: Devarim 3:23 – 5:18

Moshe reminds the people how he had
pleaded with Hashem to be allowed to enter
Canaan. He also lets them know he is not
permitted because of something he had done
on their behalf. Therefore, he is only allowed to
see the Land via a mountain top panoramic
view. Joshua is to lead the people next. The
people are warned to keep the teachings in
order to go into the Land and remain there, but
they must not add to or subtract from these
laws. They are called “your wisdom.” We are
also reminded no nation experienced the
closeness of Hashem. Moshe tells the people
these words must be practiced by them and
taught to the generations following. The fact
that we heard G-d speak to us is given the
paramount importance it deserves and we
need to always recall this. Idolatry is warned
against. Moshe calls heaven and earth as a
witness against them if they entertain this and
alerts them of the consequences. Three cites
of refuge are chosen. The rest of the cycle lists
the Aseret Hadebrot (10 commandments) for
the second time.
A pasuk to ponder: “…and shall do that which
is evil in the sight of the L-rd your G-d to
provoke Him;” 4:25
In context, this phrase speaks of the people
deviating from the Eternal and being involved
in idol worship. The Hebrew indicates they are
enraging Hashem by this behavior. Again, I
look to the words of Seforno. The people
cause “the benevolent presence of G-d to
remove It’s Self from Yisrael, in order to clear
the way for the people to be just like the gentile
nations, free of the yoke of the Torah’s
commandments.” This reminds me of children
in all generations pushing boundaries with
parents. “You want to be like so and so; go live
with them.” This may have been said to you or
by you. Parents have always set values by
which they expect their children to live; and
parents can only enforce the standards for so
long. At some point it is up to the children to
adopt the principles for themselves. Here it
would seem Hashem does the same. He will
not impose Himself where He is not wanted.
August 20, 2011 / 20 Av 5711 Ekev Triennial
Cycle: Devarim 7:12 – 9:3

The sedra opens with the assurance B’nai
Yisrael will be blessed when they keep
Hashem’s laws. They will multiply; they will
have abundant food and their herds will
increase as well. The people will know victory
in battle if they remain faithful and trust the
word of the Eternal. They are to destroy any
idols completely. They need to understand the
purpose of all this is that they will live, multiply
and inhabit Canaan. B’nai Yisrael are to
remember their desert wanderings and how
G-d provided for them. The seven special
types of produce of Israel are listed (wheat,
barley, grapes, figs, pomegranates, olives and
honey) which remind them of the plenty they
will have to eat. A warning is issued regarding
remembering the Creator in times of plenty!
The final assurance of the cycle is that G-d, a
“consuming fire,” will destroy their enemies and
bring them down, so the people will be able to
drive them out and make them perish.
A pasuk to ponder: “…if you do obey these
rules and observe them, the L-rd your G-d will
maintain faithfully for you the covenant that He
made with your fathers” 7:12
From Rashbam: The covenant given to the
patriarchs is valid and assured when any
generation is fit, loyal and deserving. If the
descendants do not keep it, then a generation
following which does keep the mitzvot has the
blessings of the covenant. From Seforno:
The people are meant to observe these
commands out of love for Hashem, not so as to
earn a reward. Emphasis on words is mine.
How difficult is it for you to get your family to
agree on something? How difficult do you think
it is to get any one group of people to think and
act in a particular mode let alone an entire
generation? If we look at Rashbam one
wonders, is this a set up for failure? Perhaps
Seforno supplies the answer. If we teach our
family and friends the immeasurable ways we
are loved by the Creator, maybe others will see
the phenomena for themselves. If we freely
and frequently say “Baruch Hashem…” won’t
others hear it? One cannot earn a thing freely
given. Love from G-d is for ‘am yisrael l’dor
vador.” Let’s work on this generation!
August 27, 2011 / 27 Av 5711 Re’eh
Triennial Cycle: Devarim 11:26 – 12:28

B’nai Yisrael has a blessing or curse placed
before them, which is dependent upon their
behavior. If they obey Hashem’s mitzvot
blessings are theirs; if not the curse will be in
place. This is a reference to Chapter 27 where
these are listed. There are specific laws to be
followed in the Land including the demolition of
all places idol worship occurred, the altars set
up for that task and the idols as well. The
sacrificial system will change in that korbanot
will be only permitted in the permanent
structure that will be built after entry to the
Land. The people need to understand they
must not follow the example of the people
inhabiting the Land now, offering sacrifices
wherever they see fit. The restriction against
eating blood is listed. The Levites are to be
taken care of since they hold no land. The
prohibition of eating blood is again listed and is
repeated four times. The cycle closes with the
reminder that things will go well when ‘you do
what is right in the eyes of the L-rd your G-d’.
A pasuk to ponder: “You shall not eat it
(blood); so that it goes well with you and with
your children after you, when you do what is
right in the eyes of the L-rd.” 12:25
This follows the four-fold warning re eating
blood. Ibn Ezra cites eating blood as having an
evil effect on the minds of those indulging in its
consumption. He further states the effect can
be transmitted to ones’ children. It would seem
to me today, most people consider consuming
blood to be quite revolting. To this Seforno
says: “when you refrain from eating it this shall
not be because you despise it; you must not it
eat it in order to thereby do what is right in the
eyes of the L-rd.” Fascinating! This calls one to
remember it is never our personal moral sense
by which a thing can be judged. Things can
only be truly measured via the standards of
Hashem. It also reminds me how following the
commandments from the sense of obligation is
deemed greater than following them out of a
sense of personal desire to do so. I don’t think
blind faith is correct, nor are we asked to do so.
However, as I grow older, I see less
significance to my personal opinions. They are
merely the result of highly limited input.

August Congregational Donations

	
  
	
  
August	
  	
  Birthdays	
  
1-‐Molly	
  Zweig	
  
5-‐Scott	
  Wyman	
  
7-‐Dana	
  Zemmol	
  
12-‐Carolyn	
  Current	
  
14-‐Melvin	
  Krel	
  
17-‐Aaron	
  Bradley	
  
20-‐Mark	
  Schneider	
  
21-‐Eric	
  Schreier	
  
22-‐Jeremy	
  Goltz	
  
23-‐David	
  Michael	
  Parker	
  
25-‐Mallory	
  Schreier	
  
25-‐Nina	
  Bosell	
  
30-‐Dan	
  Zweig	
  

David Siegel Memorial Fund
In beloved memory of my father-in-law Louis
Siegel
Bee Siegel
General Fund
In memory of Siegfried Schmitz
In memory of Irving Appel

Dan and Annie Appel

Kiddush Fund
In honor of all those celebrating June Birthdays
Ovadya
In memory of Abe Magazine

Jeanette Lewis

In memory of Sol Babich

Janet Finkel

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund
Mazel Tov on Rafi Friedman's confirmation
Epstein Family
Torah Maintenance Fund
Yahrzeit Fund
In memory of Sam Herman

August	
  	
  Anniversaries	
  
18-Mark and Donna Cole
24-Eric and Jaki Schreier
30-Josh and Donna Tourkow

Elsa Jakob

Steve Herman

In memory of Maurice Cohen
Hugo and Lis Kahn
In loving memory of Norma Levin
Jacqueline Levin
In memory of Dr. Hyman Cohen
Hugo and Lis Kahn

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Anniversaries
Devarim
Michael Kanter
Ekev
Molly Cohen

In memory of May Bussell
David and Paula Bussell
In loving memory of Jere's father Max H. Leib
Jere and Arlene Leib

Joseph Schmitz
Bertha Ochstein
Esther Gabe
Eric Wolfe
Melvin Binderman
Sam Levin
Esther King
Abe Nemeroff
Lina Miller
Henya Rose Walter
Michael Hunter Leib
Gilbert Landy

August Yahrzeits
Av
1
1
3
3
4
4
5
6
7
7
7
7
7
8
8
9
10
10
10
10
11
12
12
12
13
13
13
14
14
15
16
16
17
19
19
19
20
Gertrude Schuster-Sampson 21
Donald M. Wasserman
21
Nahum Lefand
21
David Babich
21
Louis Hirschberg
22
Gertrude Moyer
22
Joseph Levin e
22
Philipine Petschenek
22
Ethel Eisbart
23
Reiva Orenstein
23
Abraham Kurtz
23
Molly Sandel
24
Charles Samet
Rose Moyer Rothberg
Sidney Rouda
Rose W. Portman
Minnie Sposeep
Susan Cohen
Issac Hoffman
Molly Bronstein
Aaron Kravitz
Louis Levin
Natalie Duckor
Mary Siegel
Anne Kurzner
Claude K Lee
Alfred Stoller
Zalman Sposeep
Harry Bosell
Louis H. Saul
Hyman Komisarow
Alex Honig
Louis Katz
Sarah Latker
Bertha Doran
Myron Marks
Fraida Rivah Klein
Charlotte Gilbert-Schiff
Morris Goldin
David Lichtcsein
Abe Rubenstein
Max Moyer
Charles Wigod
Willliam Edward Pownall
Owen Miller
Minnie Hornstein
Minnie Cahn
Herschel Gorelick
David Kempler

August
31-1
31-1
2-3
2-3
3-4
3-4
4-5
5-6
6-7
6-7
6-7
6-7
6-7
7-8
7-8
8-9
9-10
9-10
9-10
9-10
10-11
11-12
11-12
11-12
12-13
12-13
12-13
13-14
13-14
14-15
15-16
15-16
16-17
18-19
18-19
18-19
19-20
20-21
20-21
20-21
20-21
21-22
21-22
21-22
21-22
22-23
22-23
22-23
23-24

25
26
26
26
26
27
28
29
29
30
30
30

24-25
25-26
25-26
25-26
25-26
26-27
27-28
28-29
28-29
29-30
29-30
29-30

If you would like to make a donation in
honor/memory of someone, please fill out the form
and submit it with your check to:
Congregation B’nai Jacob 7227 Bittersweet Moors Drive Fort Wayne,
IN 46814
I have enclosed $_________in honor/memory
of:________________________________
From:_________________________________

Fund Preference: Please indicate which fund
you prefer to donate to:

___A.J.

Ochstein Fund
___Building Fund
___David Siegel Memorial Fund
___General Fund
___Kiddush Fund
___Levy/Levin Endowment Fund
___Library Fund
___Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
___Seth Horwitz Education Fund
___Simon/Hannah Crell Education Fund
___Sisterhood Nursery Fund
___Torah Maintenance Fund
___Winnick Memorial Garden Fund
___Yahrzeit Fund

Condolences
Our sincere condolences to Diane Wolf and her
family on the loss of Diane's brother
Sol Babich. May his memory ever be
for a blessing.
We send condolences to former member,
Carolyn C., whose father died recently.
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Congregation B’nai Jacob
7227 Bittersweet Moors Drive
Fort Wayne, IN 46814
(260) 672-8459
www.bnaijacobfw.org

bnaijacob@frontier.com

Return Service Requested

Rabbi Mitchell Kornspan
President
st
1 Vice President
nd
2 Vice President
Recording Secretary
Financial Secretary
Treasurer
Past President
Past President

Ron Friedman
Mike Adams
Dan Bradley
Pam Friedman
Estelle Greenberg
Paul Schuler
David Bussell
Josh Tourkow

Board Members
Jennifer Schuler
Marc Nusholtz
David Miller
Dan Appel

Donna Tourkow
Paula Adams
Yuval Fuchs
Janet Finkel

High Holiday Schedule
Wednesday, September 28th Rosh Hashanah
Thursday, September 29th Rosh Hashanah
Friday, September 30th Rosh Hashanah
Friday, October 7th Kol Nidre
Saturday, October 8th Yizkor and Yom Kippur

