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Weekly Portion: Vaera  Friday, December 31st   Services 5:00pm      
C.L. 5:02pm                       
Havdalah: 6:05pm   Saturday, January 1st   Services 9:15am 
     Torah Class      1:00pm  
       

 
 

Weekly Portion: Bo   Friday, January 7th    Services 5:30pm 
CL: 5:09pm           
Havdalah: 6:12pm             Saturday, January 8th   Services 9:15am    
       Shabbat School     9:45am-11:45am  
     Torah Class     1:00pm 

 Weekly Portion: Beshalach  Friday, January 14th     Services 7:30pm 
CL 5:15pm    Honoring New Members 
Havdalah: 6:19pm   Saturday, January 15th   Services 9:15am 
     Shabbat School     9:45am-11:45am  

Torah Class      1:00pm  

Weekly Portion: Yitro  Friday, January 21st   Services 7:30pm 
CL: 5:24pm    Baal Tashchit-Protecting the Environment 
Havdalah: 6:27pm   Saturday, January 22nd   Services 9:15am 
    11:45am Tu B'Shevat Seder and Shabbat in Shul 
     Torah Class      1:00pm 

Weekly Portion: Mishpatim  Friday, January 28    Services 5:30pm 
CL: 5:33         
Havdalah: 6:36   Saturday, January 29   Services 9:15am 
     Shabbat School     9:45am-11:45am 
     Torah Class     1:00pm 



 

 
   

Dear friends, 

What is a powerful prayer, which easily lends 
itself to so many tunes, and is identified by its 
ending the Shabbat and holiday services? Yes, 
you guessed it. It is the Adon Olam. 

There is much more to this Hebrew liturgical 
poem, or piyut, which didn’t enter our siddurim 
(prayer books) until the 15th century. Did you 
know that we have a 10 line version of this 
poem, while other versions of the Adon Olam 
have twelve, fifteen, or even sixteen lines?  

Did you know that most believe that it was 
composed in the 11th century by the famous 
Sephardic poet Solomon Ibn Gabirol?  (He was 
also a renowned Jewish philosopher). Yet 
others maintain the belief that it was composed 
in the 10th century in Babylonia either by Rav 
Sherirah Gaon or Rav Hai Gaon! And, there is 
even one theory that the famous Rabbi 
Yochanan Ben Zakai wrote it! 

The Vilna Gaon brings an interesting reason 
why the Adon Olam introduces the morning 
service (Shacharit). He teaches that the 
morning service is attributed to Avraham. He is 
the one who first calls upon G-d as Adon, Lord. 

Other Rabbis add that just as on Simchat Torah 
we immediately read the beginning of the Torah 
(Bereshit) after having finished the Five Books 
of the Torah, so too at the end of services Adon 
Olam is repeated.  

Not only does the Adon Olam begin every 
weekday morning service, but it is also part of 
the bedtime prayers we recite. Moroccan Jews 
chant the Adon Olam also as a wedding song.  

This prayer is included in the liturgy recited 
upon the death bed, for it ends with these 
words:  
“Into His hand I commit my spirit 
when I sleep, and I wake, 
and with my spirit, my body 
The L-rd is with me, I will not fear.” 

Indeed this beautiful and meaningful prayer 
has so much within it. We underscore our 
belief in the G-d of the universe, who created 
everyone and everything! We affirm our 
understanding that G-d is eternal, who was, 
is and ever shall be. We affirm our trust in  
G-d, who is both transcendent and 
immanent. 

This is a prayer that should not only be sung, 
but done so with kavanah, concentration. We 
are making a proclamation that we are 
devoted to G-d and are deeply aware of      
G-d’s greatness and power. We can feel 
safe, because we ultimately know that 
everything is in G-d’s hands. The very end of 
the Adon Olam is reminiscent of the 23rd 
Psalm: “I shall fear not evil for You are with 
me.” 

 What about the famous tune heard 
throughout the world for the Adon Olam? It is 
attributed to the Russian cantor and 
composer, Eliezer Mordecai Gerovitsch. 

As with so many other prayers, the more you 
learn about the deeper meaning, the more 
you feel drawn to the message and the 
beauty within the Adon Olam. 

So….. no wonder we begin and end the 
morning service with this hymn! 

Looking forward to seeing you in shul,  

B’shalom, 

 



Rabbi Mitchell Kornspan   

	  
 
 
 

 
Applications for the Bill and Clara Brosler Youth Leadership Award and the 

Minnette Baum Israel Scholarship are available in the synagogue office. 
 

Thank you to Jan Finkel, 

Mary Wilger, Iris Fuchs 

and Annie Appel for 

preparing the food for the 

Hanukkah party and  

decorating the building.   
 

Thank you to Mike Adams for 

cleaning all the wax off the carpet in 

the sanctuary. 

___________________________________

_____ 

 
Thank you to those who donated food 

and items for the Head Start program.  

The donations will immediately change 

the lives of the  

Head Start children.   

 

 New Members of our Congregation 

will be welcomed at the Friday night 

service on January 14th at 7:30pm.  

They will participate in the service 

and the Oneg will be sponsored in 

their honor. 
 

  
 
 

“Confronting the Shoah” 
The Fort Wayne Jewish Federation invites you to attend 

a six-session program, "Confronting the Shoah." The 
course will provide participants with a solid background 

regarding the Nazi Holocaust. Taught by IPFW 
Professor and USHMM Mandel Fellow, Dr. David 
Lindquist, the sessions will be held at the Temple, 

 5200 Old Mill Road.  
The two hour classes will begin at 7:00 P.M. and will 
be held on the following Tuesdays: Jan. 18, Jan. 25, 

Feb. 1, Feb. 8, Feb. 15, & Feb 22. 
If you need more information please contact the 

Federation at 422-8566. 
 
 

Uniting the Children of Abraham 
 

 "This has been the best weekend of my 
life."  So said one of the participants in the 
weekend retreat called Uniting the Children of 
Abraham.  On October 15-17, the Indiana 
Center for Middle East Peace sponsored a 
retreat for high school aged youth from the 
three Abrahamic religions-Judaism, Islam and 
Christianity.  It was a pilot project with the goal 
of creating encounter experiences between 
young people of various faiths and seeking the 
experience of peaceful co-existence. 
 Eleven young people, one backed out at 
the last minute, from the three faiths spent a 
weekend breaking bread together, sharing their 
religious knowledge and experience, and just 
having fun.  The weekend began with get-
acquainted exercises and the development of a 
set of ground rules for behavior with all 
participants having input.  Saturday was a full 



day of participating in structured activities, 
teaching others about the religious practices of 
their traditions and ending with a bon fire and 
singing to the accompaniment of guitar.  
Though we boys were in our own cabins at the 
time, it is rumored that the girls were in their 
dorms learning to belly dance. 
 The young people reported that the best 
parts of the weekend were learning about other 
religions, making new friends and just hanging 
out together.  Of course saying "good-bye" was 
difficult.  Email and telephone information was 
exchanged, and rumor has it that many of the 
participants are staying in touch with each 
other.  Plans have been discussed for 
attending worship or holiday services in each 
other's venues and continuing the learning 
experience. 
 On January 20, 2011 the participants 
will be reporting on their experiences at the 
regularly scheduled ICMEP meeting.  Stay 
tuned for more information. 
 The kids expressed hope that adults 
could have the same opportunity to experience 
the bonding they enjoyed, and they shared 
their hope that such connectedness could 
spread throughout the world.  There is hope for 
peace in our world, and it may land squarely on 
the next generation to make it happen. 
 
Submitted by David Jolliff 
Jan.  8, 2011 /  3 Shevat, 5771 Bo 
Triennial Cycle: Sh’mot  10:1 – 11:3  
The sedra begins by the Eternal telling Moshe, 
He has hardened the hearts of Pharaoh and 
his servants; furthermore, all these facts are to 
be passed down so future generations will 
know what Hashem did for the Israelites. The 
eighth plague occurs. Locusts devastate the 
land and Pharaoh claims he will let the people 
go. He has ‘sinned against your G-d and you,’ 
but he reneges. Plague nine, darkness, comes. 
Trying to stipulate conditions, Pharaoh tells 
them to leave livestock behind; this is 
untenable. The tenth plague, the death of the 
firstborn, is announced. Nisan is given the 
status of the ‘beginning of months.’ The 
Israelites are given precise direction regarding 
the Pesach lamb being blemish free, set apart 
at a stated point, slaughtered at a specific time, 
cooked in a particular method and eaten in a 
meticulous manner. Moreover, they are to do 

this with the blood from the slaughtered animal 
applied to the doorposts and lintel of each 
home where these meals are to take place. 
The cycle closes with Hashem saying when He 
sees blood, He will pass over the home and 
the plague will not destroy those inside. 
A VERB to ponder: “…I (Hashem) have 
wrought (hit-a-lal-te) upon Egypt…” 10:2 
There can be as many as seven forms of the 
same verb, each giving a slightly different 
nuance to it. I am novice in Hebrew, but at 
Shabbat Torah study, I noted this verb was in 
the hitpaal form. A verb in this form can mean 
the action is upon the speaker. In our case, 
Hashem is doing this to Egypt and Himself as 
well. He too, is affected by this action. While it 
is important not to look at G-d as a person, our 
class came away with the notion that while 
executing judgment on Egypt, the Eternal, 
Himself, was hurting through this action.   The 
unique Oneness of Hashem is very significant. 
Seemingly, when people hurt, the Eternal hurts 
also. Maybe this is why the holiest name for G-
d denoting compassion is used sometimes at 
judgment. He, perhaps, is absorbing more of 
the pain – more of the judgment - than we 
know.  
 
 
 
 
Jan.  15, 2011 /  10 Shevat, 5771 B’Shalach 
Triennial Cycle: Sh’mot 13:17 – 15: 26   
G-d chooses a specific route for the exodus 
from Egypt, avoiding the Philistines. The 
people left and took the bones of Yosef so that 
they would be buried in the Land. Yosef had 
insisted on this via an oath by their ancestors. 
The pillar of cloud accompanied them by day; 
the pillar of fire by night. The final war of wills 
happens as Hashem directs the people to a 
precise location where Pharaoh will attempt to 
force them back into his service. The people 
became terrified and questioned Moshe and 
his reasoning for bringing them into the desert. 
The people tread into the sea that splits. One 
more time G-d is said to harden the hearts of 
the Egyptians, therefore they pursue the 
Israelites into the water. This will be the demise 
of Pharaoh’s army. Moshe leads (the men) and 
Miriam leads the women in songs of praise to 
Hashem for their deliverance. They continue 



the journey coming to a place of bitter water – 
Marah. Moshe is told to throw a piece of wood 
into the water that will sweeten it. Hashem tells 
the people if they listen to His decrees, they 
won’t suffer the diseases that struck the 
Egyptians. 
 
A VERB to ponder: “… I am the L-rd that 
heals you.” 15:26 
 
After the tumultuous escape from Pharaoh, the 
people are commanded to follow the precepts, 
and things will be well for them. This is the first 
recorded communication from G-d for the 
people after the crossing of the Sea of Reeds. 
It is curious to me that of all the verbs Hashem 
could have selected to have here attributed to 
Himself, He heals you (in the singular) is 
chosen. He doesn’t look backward and say He 
‘saved’ them, which could have been the case. 
Once more we see G-d being in the now, 
supplying what is needed at the time. 
Additionally this present tense verb looks at the 
people as being one.  Pause for a moment. 
Think of a time you were enveloped in chaos, 
confusion and pain. Think of a time when that 
applied to you and your family.  In the looking 
back can you see how the Healing Hand was 
there? Do you realize It is always  constant and 
present?  
 
Jan.  22, 2011 /  17 Shevat, 5771 Yitro 
Triennial Cycle: Sh’mot 18:1 – 20:23   
The reunion of Moshe with Yitro, his father-in-
law, wife and sons begins this sedra. Moshe 
recaps the miracles Hashem performed on 
behalf of the people for him. Yitro proclaims the 
Eternal is greater than any other gods, and 
offers a sacrifice to G-d.  Yitro gives practical 
advice regarding the delegation of authority so 
that small issues could be handled by some, 
larger by others and only the most pressing by 
Moshe. Conversations between the Eternal and 
Moshe concerning B’nai Yisrael becoming a 
kingdom of priests and a holy nation and how 
that is to be achieved are increasing. Detailed 
instructions are set for preparations to receive 
the Aseret Hadibrot (10 commands) including 
the use of mikveh immersion. Limits are fixed 
as to where people can stand in relationship to 
Mt. Sinai. The revelation of the Eternal begins 
in the form of ten utterances. The people 

become terrified at the awesome display of 
Hashem’s majesty and ask Moshe to speak 
with Hashem and relate back the information to 
them. The people fall back, while Moshe draws 
closer. The Eternal tells Moshe to advise the 
Israelites that He had spoken to them from 
heaven. The people are not to make idols, and 
the altar that will be used for sacrificing animals 
must be a simple one. 
 
A pasuk to ponder: “ ‘…I come to you in a 
thick cloud so that the people may hear when I 
speak to you and may believe in you forever.’”  
19:9 
This is an amazing moment in our history. Our 
Text tells us G-d wants all of Israel to hear Him 
speak. That means here is a one-time 
opportunity for an entire nation to be prophets 
simultaneously. Since there were so few, we 
don’t think about what prophets had endured to 
have that special communion with G-d. (Look 
at what Rambam says about the intensity of 
prophecy.) No other religion can make such a 
claim, i.e. the Eternal spoke to an entire nation! 
Beyond that, look at why is this happening; so 
that the people can believe in Moshe! So 
important is his role for the people, Hashem 
places great significance here on his unique 
leadership. Wouldn’t it be nice to have that on 
your resume?    
 
Jan.  29, 2011 /  24 Shevat, 5771 Mishpatim 
Triennial Cycle: Sh’mot 21:1 – 22:3   
After receiving the Ten Commandments, B’nai 
Yisrael are given civil laws. The first set 
governs the treatment of Hebrew slaves, male 
and female. One could not remain in servitude 
for more than six years. But, arrangements are 
made for one choosing to remain in that 
lifestyle. Women are treated differently since 
the hope was that she was placed in a home 
where she would become the wife. But she is 
never forced to marry someone she does not 
choose. The next section deals with the loss of 
one’s life for killing, kidnapping or cursing 
parents. If a fetus is lost due to a struggle, the 
death penalty is not mandated, rather, the 
guilty party is fined. More personal injury is 
spoken of via the famously misunderstood “eye 
for an eye, tooth for a tooth…” This was always 
intended as monetary restitution but might be 
carried out if one refused to pay the calculated 



cost to the victim. Obligations are placed upon 
the owner of an animal liable for killing a 
person or an animal (belonging to another). 
The loss of animal life because of negligence is 
also thrashed out. The last topic in this cycle 
centers on thievery. Stealing, then selling or 
slaughtering an ox requires repayment of five; 
a sheep compels the thief to pay four back to 
the owner. If a thief is killed in the commission 
of a crime, there is no guilt attached for his 
death. If a thief is caught with an animal he has 
stolen and the animal is still alive, he pays 
double. 
 
A pasuk to ponder: “If you buy a Hebrew 
servant…” 21:2 
Rashbam et al teach this applies to buying a 
man who has stolen property and cannot make 
restitution for his crime. The buying would be 
done through a court. (A different passage 
applies when one has fallen on difficult 
economic times, Vayikra 25:39.) This is a 
prime example of sensible justice. If it would be 
possible to practice today, non- violent 
criminals might even be able to learn an 
employable trade and work in society where 
their attitudes, work ethics etc. could be viewed 
by potential employers. If you think I sound 
idealistic  … well, I guess the words of the 
Torah are also idealistic… and, merciful, I 
might add.   

	  
January	  Birthdays	  
1-‐Zoey	  Zemmol	  
5-‐Myesha	  Barile	  
7-‐Brittany	  Sheray	  
14-‐David	  Crell	  
14-‐Rachel	  Current	  
15-‐David	  Current	  
17-‐Levi	  Goltz	  
17-‐Keith	  Groman	  
18-‐Arlene	  Leib	  
20-‐Jeff	  Goltz	  
21-‐Melanie	  Bookout	  
23-‐Bee	  Siegel	  
23-‐Illana	  Nugas	  
23-‐Shelle	  Pabla	  
25-‐Jacob	  Bussell	  

25-‐Brian	  Leib	  
25-‐Nathan	  Wyman	  
29-‐Jeff	  Wolf	  
30-‐Harriett	  Crell	  
31-‐Nina	  Mocle 
	  

	  
January	  	  	  Anniversaries	  
26-‐Scott	  and	  Theresa	  Trauner	  
	  

	  
	  
Bar/Bat	  Mitzvah	  Anniversaries	  
Bo-David Deitch 
Bo-Jeff Wolf 
Beshalach-Susan Moyer 
Yitro-Robin Schneider 
Yitro-Stuart Block 
Yitro-Rabbi Mitchell Kornspan 
Mishpatim-Jacob Bussell 
Parents please note the Saturday, January 
22nd there will no Shabbat school because, 
students will be attending the Tu B'Shevat 

Seder at 11:45am and staying for the 
Shabbat in Shul which will end with 

Havdalah at 6:30pm. 
 

January Congregational Donations 
 
David Siegel Memorial Fund 
In beloved memory of my mother-in-law Fannie 
Siegel, father Nathan Bialick and husband 
David Siegel        Bee Siegel 
 
Kiddush Fund 
In honor of Dan Appel's and Aaron Farber's 
birthdays             Ovadya 
 
In honor of Eddie and Lucy Lefand's wedding 
anniversary             Ovadya 



 
In memory of Samuel Finkelstein 
                Helena Finkelstein 
 
In honor of Pam Friedman's birthday and Bat 
Mitzvah anniversary            Ovadya 
 
Torah Maintenance Fund 
In honor of Brad and Emily Finkel's wedding 
anniversary              Ovadya 
 
In honor of Bernard Gandin's 8th birthday 
              Ovadya 
 
Yahrzeit Fund   

In memory of Samuel Finkelstein 
                Helena Finkelstein 
 
Yizkor Fund 
In memory of Pauline Brateman 
          Mr. & Mrs. Adolph Brateman 
 
In memory of Bunny Posner 
             Steve Herman 
 
In memory of Florence Katz and Yetta 
Magazine           Jeanette Lewis 
 
 
 

January Yahrzeits 
    Tevet  January 
Minnette Ruchman  25  31-1 
Julius Kaufman   26  1-2 
Sam Jaffe   27  2-3 
David Weinberg   28  3-4 
Hannah Royter   28  3-4 
Bonnie Weiler   28  3-4 
Herman Ivan Messe  28  3-4 
Harry Papier   28  3-4 
Hyme Sains   28  3-4 
Philip Dorman   29  4-5 
Tillie Auerbach   29  4-5 
    Shevat   
Margo Hirshfeld   2  6-7 
Joseph Doran   3  7-8 
Aida McCasey   4  8-9 
Fannie Hassan   5  9-10 
Bea Waldman   5  9-10 
Morris Begun   6  10-11 
Rose Latker   6  10-11 
Alan Ritchie   7  11-12 
Sylvia Brateman  9  13-14 
Clara Magazine   10  14-15 
Hyman Jerome Bass  10  14-15 
Eleanor Margolis  10  14-15 
Pearl Starr Sachsel  10  14-15 
Daivd Baitcher   10  14-15 
Pearl Hertzman   11  15-16 
Jacob Schwartz   14  18-19 
Richard Sachsel  14  18-19 
Henri Hagendorf  15  19-20 
Yetta Falk   15  19-20 
Morris Kudysh   15  19-20 
Benjamin Kurzner  15  19-20 
Francis Herman   15  19-20 
Helen Zaslawsky  15  19-20 
Abraham Edelman  16  20-21 
Meir Fichman   16  20-21 
Esther Garber   16  20-21 
Samuel Tillinger   16  20-21 
Louis Abraham Messe  17  21-22 
Elias Punsky   17  21-22 

Mark Merin   17  21-22 
Isadore Hersh   17  21-22 
Frank Winnick   17  21-22 
Hyman Marcus   18  22-23 
Sam Fogel   18  22-23 
Mae Rifkin   19  23-24 
Jennie Zweig   20  24-25 
Norman Bosell   20  24-25 
Anna Perlman   20  24-25 
Manuel Babich   21  25-26 
John Schmitz   23  27-28 
Abe Ochstein   24  28-29 
Beckie Metzger   24  28-29 
Louis Scheinberg  24  28-29 
Robert Garber   25  29-30 
Jean Siegel   25  29-30 
Harriet Rudensky  25  29-30 
Aaron Heiligman  26  30-31 
   
 

If you would like to make a donation in 
honor/memory of someone, please fill out 
the form and submit it with your check to: 
 
Congregation B’nai Jacob 7227 Bittersweet Moors 
Drive Fort Wayne, IN  46814 
 
I have enclosed   $_________in honor/memory  
of:________________________________ 
 
From:_________________________________ 
 

Fund Preference: Please indicate which fund  
you prefer to donate to: 

 
___A.J. Ochstein Fund 
___Building Fund 
___David Siegel Memorial Fund 
___General Fund 
___Kiddush Fund 
___Levy/Levin Endowment Fund 



___Library Fund 
___Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
___Seth Horwitz Education Fund 
___Simon/Hannah Crell Education Fund 
___Sisterhood Nursery Fund 
___Torah Maintenance Fund 
___Winnick Memorial Garden Fund 
___Yahrzeit Fund 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congregation B’nai Jacob 
7227 Bittersweet Moors Drive    
Fort Wayne, IN  46814    
(260) 672-8459    
www.bnaijacobfw.org    
Return Service Requested 
bnaijacob@frontier.com 
Rabbi Mitchell Kornspan 
 
President  Ron Friedman 
1st Vice President Mike Adams 
2nd Vice President Dan Bradley 
Recording Secretary Mort Schaffer 
Financial Secretary Estelle Greenberg 
Treasurer  Ruth Minkoff 
Past President  David Bussell 
Past President  Josh Tourkow 
 
Board Members  Donna Tourkow 
Jennifer Schuler Paula Adams 
Marc Nusholtz  Yuval Fuchs 
Pam Friedman  Dan Appel 
David Miller  Janet Finkel 
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