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Iyar/Sivan 5770
Mitchell Kornspan, Rabbi

Shabbat Service

Ron Friedman, President

Weekly Portion: Emor
Friday April 30th
Services 7:30pm K.I.S.S. (Gan Class)
Friday Earliest CL: 7:10pm
Saturday May 1st
Services 9:15am
CL:8:17pm
Torah Class 1:00pm
Havdalah: 9:20pm
***Saturday May 1st at 7:00pm Shalom Party at the Temple***
***Sunday
May 2nd at 12:30pm
Lag7th
B'omer PicnicServices
at B'nai Jacob***
Weekly Portion:
Behar-Bechukotai
Friday May
7:30pm
Friday Earliest CL: 7:15pm
CL: 8:24pm
Saturday May 8th
Services 9:15am
Havdalah: 9:27pm
Torah Class 1:00pm
Weekly Portion: Bemidbar
Friday May 14th
Services 7:30pm
Friday Earliest CL: 7:21pm
Jacob Bussell's Confirmation
CL: 8:31pm
Saturday May 15th
Services 9:15am
Havdalah: 9:34pm
Torah Class 1:00pm
Sunday May 16th 10:00am Annual Meeting at B'nai Jacob
******Shavuot******
Tuesday May 18th CL: 8:35pm
Wednesday May 19th 9:15am Services and Yizkor
*** Shavuot Dinner 6:30pm please R.S.V.P. CL: 9:38pm***
Thursday May 20th 10:00am Services
Weekly Portion: Naso
Friday
May 9:39pm
21st
Services 7:30pm
Havdalah
Friday Earliest CL: 7:26pm
CL: 8:38pm
Havdalah: 9:41pm
Saturday May 22nd
Services 9:15am
Torah Class 1:00pm
Shabbat Behalotecha
Friday Earliest CL: 7:31pm
CL:8:44pm
Havdalah 9:47pm

Friday May 28th

Services 7:30pm

Saturday May 29th
Torah Class 1:00pm

Services 9:15am

This is one of the profound messages of Shavuot and
of Judaism itself. The sixth Lubavicher Rebbe, Rabbi
Yosef Yitzchak Schneerson, taught a marvelous idea
about the Giving of the Torah at Mount Sinai. He
explained the pasuk, "And all the people saw the
thunder and the lightning, the sound of the shofar
and the smoking mountain." (Ex. 20:15).
He asked why the Torah uses the language that the
people saw thunder, lightning, the sound of the
shofar and the smoking mountain. What is being
conveyed?
Dear B’nai Jacob family,
Can you envisage one of the key Jewish holidays,
which through the years has been forgotten by many
Conservative Jews, and not celebrated as it should
be? Have you guessed it yet?
Ask a child attending religious school (not ours, of
course!), about Shavuot and he or she will guess.
After all, Shavuot arrives in the late spring after
religious school is over!
So what is so important about Shavuot? It is where
we began as a people. It is the raison d'être why we
left Egypt and gained our freedom. It was the
beginning of our spiritual redemption!
For on Shavuot, the fiftieth day after Passover, we
stood at Mount Sinai; we saw the revelation of G-d;
we received the Ten Commandments and the Torah.
Obviously then this Chag is extremely important! So,
how can you, how can we, celebrate this festival, as it
is done throughout the world?
One of the ways is by studying Torah on the night of
Shavuot, Tuesday May 18th. Another is to attend
services on Wednesday and Thursday. Another is to
study the book of Ruth. And another………
This year, because of a generous donor, who wishes
to be anonymous, we are able to celebrate Shavuot by
having a congregational dinner. This will occur on
Wednesday, May 19th, at 6:30 p.m. This donor is
enabling each of us, to savor a delicious Shavuot
meal with our families and friends and enjoy each
other’s company, while picking up the tab for us all.
So, please r.s.v.p. now. Tell your friends, for they are
invited also. Join us and enjoy!

He answered that we are being told that the people
physically experienced this tremendous revelation.
The first three coming from Above, and the last from
below, i.e. right here on earth.
G-d gave us these physical senses to experience
pleasure and delight. At Mount Sinai, this physical
experience of the joy of “seeing” G-d, “hearing” G-d,
feeling physically connected with Hashem, stirred
our beings to an ecstatic spiritual joy!
This is the deeper meaning of the mitzvoth too. Yes,
so many are physical observances. But, what is
happening? The physical is the vehicle to transform
the act into something spiritual, joyous and holy!
The “smoking of the mountain” is a clue. This was
occurring from below. We on this physical planet,
with our physical beings, are capable of connecting
with the Divine. We can experience a transformation,
and can transform this physical world.
Ever get lost in the beauty of a work of art, just
taking it all in, marveling at its magnificence? This
can be done with all of our senses, and with
everything in life. Nothing experienced to its fullest
is just physical.
It is no wonder, that the act of having a delicious
meal for Shabbat or a Chag, can be so delightful and
spiritual at the same time!
Penny and I wish you a Chag Sameach, a very happy
Shavuot.
B’shalom,

Rabbi Mitchell
Kornspan

If you need to send an e-mail to Rabbi or
Ron Friedman, here are their personal email
addresses.
Rabbi’s mkornspan@gmail.com
and
Ron’s friedmar@ipfw.edu

Sale Sale Sale!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
B'nai Jacob Gift Shop Sale
1/2 off sale on some merchandise
Shalach Manot baskets. I'd also like to
and check
gift shop and
thank Come
our wonderful
kidsout
forthe
their
pickup
your
Jewish
merchandise
excitement with helping fulfilling this
before it is all gone!!!
Mitzvah!
Iris Fuchs

Lag B'omer Picnic and Bonfire
Sunday May 2nd at B'nai Jacob

Annual Meeting at Bnai Jacob
Sunday, May 16th at 10:00am
at the Synagogue.

Shavuot Services
Wednesday May 19th
9:15am Services
and Yizkor
Please R.S.V.P. for the
Shavuot Dinner at 6:30pm
Thursday May 20th
10:00am Services

Congratulations to
Irene Walters for

winning the 2010

I would like to thank Debby Roberts, Pam
Friedman, Sheryl Merritt, Nina Bosell,
Athena
Awardand
for
Rebbetzin
Penny Kornspan
Cassie
Martinez for your valuable help with the
record of achievement,

Grab your gloves it's Mitzvah Day at the Synagogue
June 6th at 10:00am
Please come as we need your help!

Pictures from Pesach Workshop

the Torah, we have an opportunity to practice
mitzvot that are very dramatic and hands on.
There is real joy attached to many mitzvot and
the sukkah is spectacular in that regard. We
frequently speak of how Judaism was ahead of
its time with audio/visual lessons. While we are
counting the days of the Omer, let’s try to keep
in mind this progression and what it means to
us as a nation and as individuals.

Has anyone lost a small
multi-colored Yarmulka? If
so please contact the office.
May 1,10 / 17 Iyar, 5770 Emor
Triennial cycle: Vayikra 23:23 – 24:23
Rosh Hashana with a korban [fire offering] and
Yom Kippur with a korban are being instituted
by Hashem. It is made clear Yom Kippur lasts
from evening to evening and no work is to be
done. Sukkot and Shemini Atzeret are instituted
also with korbanot. All of these offerings are
understood to be mandatory and in addition to
any other sacrificial offering. The mitzvah of the
lulav and etrog is given and the mitzvah of the
sukka is set. The oil for the menorah was to be
the first pressed drops, the best and clearest.
Aharon is to light the oil. The showbread is
discussed. The scene then shifts to a person
guilty of blasphemy. He is taken out of the
camp. Capital punishment is enacted for one
guilty of killing another. The famous ‘break for a
break, eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth’ clause
is here. The Sidra closes by stating there is one
law for all; the blasphemer is stoned as per the
command from Hashem.
A pasuk to ponder: “… on the 15th of the 7th
month is the festival of Sukkot, a 7 day period to
Hashem.” 23:33
The Shalosh Regalim have a connected
significance. First we are freed at Pesach, but
why? We are freed in order to become a holy
nation, which keeps the Torah. When does
tradition tell us we received it? Shavuot gives us
this magnificent gift. What holiday is called
zman simchatenu? Sukkot has the designation,
the time of our joy. After being freed and getting

May 8, 10 / 24 Iyar, 5770 B’har – B’hukotai
Triennial cycle: Vayikra 27:1 – 27:34
One could make a vow, a voluntary gift based
upon the personal worth of a human being; and
the value of that is the opening of the cycle.
Age and sex determine the amount. Animals
could also be brought as a voluntary offering,
but once a specific animal is selected, it cannot
be used for any other reason. A man’s home,
his field etc. can be a voluntary offering as a
sacrifice to Hashem. One could redeem an
animal, his home or his field by having it
appraised by the Cohanim, add one fifth to the
sum and give that amount to the Temple.
Tithing of land, seed or fruit ‘belong to Hashem’
but they too can be redeemed if one fifth of their
value is added and it is given to the Temple.
Next, every tenth animal is tithed from those
born in a given year. The tenth animal ‘that
passes under his staff, good or bad’ is the one
to be tithed. The book of Vayikra ends telling
us these are from the Eternal given at Sinai.
Concepts to ponder: Vows are strictly
voluntary; but tithes are not optional. Two
different things are discussed in the cycle. So
which is greater, the tithe or the voluntary gift?
Think about it, which one did you pick? The
tithe that is mandatory is more valuable. Ask
children which is harder to do; a job mom and
dad require being done e.g. make their beds, or
a task they just felt ‘moved to do’ to be kind.
For everyone, children and adults, there is
personal pleasure derived from being noble and
doing a thing not required. It’s not as easy to do
a compulsory assignment. Bending our wills to
another is never easy, but it is a part of the
human existence. This also encompasses our
relationships with Hashem. Part of the difficulty
of parenting is teaching our own children the
hows and whys of bending the will. Tough work

… great benefits for the children! As Vayikra
closes, may we grow closer to G-d.
May 15, 10 / 2 Sivan, 5770 B’midbar
Triennial cycle: B’midbar 3:14 – 4: 20
We enter at the census of the tribe of Levi.
Every male one month and older is counted.
Gershon, Kehat and Merari are Levi’s sons. To
the west, Gershonites tended Tabernacle, the
Tent and its Cover, the curtains and the
partitions. To the south, Kehat’s family looked
after the Ark, the Table, the Menorah, the Altars
and the utensils. To the north, Merarites cared
for the planks, bars, pillars, sockets all the pegs
and ropes. To the east, Moshe, Aharon and his
sons were the guardians of the Sanctuary. Their
count was 22,000. At that time there were
22,273 first born sons in Yisrael and the Levites
were to be in their stead. A detailed job report
for Kehat’s sons is given and the parsha closes
warning that they may not watch the work of the
Cohanim.
A pasuk to ponder: “Do not let the tribe of the
Kehathite families be cut off from among the
Levites.” 4:18
Next to Cohanim, the work of these men was
the most sacred. But the close contact they had
to the ritual objects made them susceptible to
great danger. The manner in which their jobs
were to be performed demanded careful detail
and careful attitudes. Therefore the Cohanim
needed to be scrupulous in helping them to do
the work properly. I Samuel tells us 50,070 men
were ‘struck down’ for gazing at the Ark. Our
sages tell us that looking upon sacred objects
can be perilous as the symbol can replace the
idea an object represents. Some are obsessed
with beauty today – clothing, dog grooming,
food sitting just so on a plate etc. There is
nothing wrong with things looking nice; and
Torah tells us it is good to have things that
beautify a mitzvah, e.g. an attractive Kiddush
cup. But the mitzvah itself is always more
important than the value of the Kiddush cup.
May 22, 10 / 9 Sivan, 5770 Naso
Triennial cycle: B’midbar 7:1 – 7:89
The Tabernacle was completed, the utensils
were made ready and the leaders of Yisrael
were bringing the appropriate offerings. Six
wagons and twelve oxen were brought to

Hashem. These items were dispersed among
the sons of Levi according to the work of each
sub tribe. Kehat’s sons did not share in this as
their work was carried on the shoulders. The
heads of the families were then to bring their
offering. First was Nachshon from the tribe of
Y’hudah. This goes on for twelve days and each
tribe brings the same things: a silver bowl, a
silver basin, flour, a golden ladle, incense, a
bull, a ram, a sheep, a goat, two cattle, five
rams, five male goats, and five sheep. The
order the tribes come after Y’hudah is Issachar,
Zevulun, Rueven, Shimeon, Gad, Ephraim,
Menasseh, Dan, Asher and last Naphtali. The
sedra ends with Hashem speaking to Moshe.
A pasuk to ponder: “ … from between the two
cruvim and He spoke to him.” 7:89
From the Midrash: Moshe was sad he played
no part in the dedication of the Altar; Hashem
came to him and told him: “your words are
dearer to Me than all the offerings.” Proverbs
20:15 echoes this: “there is gold, many rubies,
but the lips of knowledge are a precious jewel.”
Once again we are provided with an example of
the power of words. Can you imagine your
speech being so pure and your words so dear
to the Eternal? There could also be a message
of not leaving someone out. At the celebration,
their leader, Moshe, is completely without any
kavod. Hashem honors Moshe at a moment he
may have been feeling very small. Perhaps this
is another way we can emulate the Master of
the Universe, and sometimes it is as simple as
a smile.
May 29, 10 / 16 Sivan, 5770 B’haalotekha
Triennial cycle: B’midbar 10:35 – 12:16
The cycle begins with sentences set apart from
the rest of B’midbar via inverted nuns. They
speak of Moshe’s words regarding the ark in
motion and at rest. Complaining became the
people’s past time and it was not limited to the
food which they had eaten in the past. Moshe
asks Hashem to kill him as all of this has just
become too much to bear. Seventy men are to
be enlisted as his help. Meat for “an entire
month of days, until it becomes nauseous” will
be supplied. The discussion regarding the wife
of Moshe by Miriam and Aharon comes next.
The sedra closes via Hashem having some
harsh words for them and Miriam in particular

was struck with tzaraat. Moshe prays for her,
but she must suffer the seven day quarantine
after which she rejoins the camp.
A pasuk to ponder: “The people took to
seeking complaints … and a fire of Hashem
burned against them…” 11:1
The specific complaint is not given and Rashi,
Ramban, and Rambam have something to say
May Birthdays
1
2
3
3
4
5
5
7
7
8
11
13
15
18
19
21
25
26
28

Bessie Levy
Amy Crell
Franck Hagendorf
Seth Hammond
Elaine Shine
Abraham Schreier
Sarah Rifkin
Abby Miller
Paul Schuler
Ron Friedman
Rafi Friedman
Debby Roberts
Charles Carson
Issac Adams
Dan Bradley
David Miller
Neal Rifkin
Janet Finkel
Robert Walters

May Anniversaries
17

Sam and Kathy Stoller

Bar and Bat Mitzvah Anniversaries
Emor
Brandon Roberts
Emor
Valerie Gold
Emor
Steven Appel
Emor
Rebekah Schwartz
Emor
Sharon Finkelstein
Behar-Bechukotai
Abagail Miller
Behar-Bechukotai
Irene Sachs Singerman
Behar-Bechukotai
Amy Dorman
Behar-Bechukotai
Rafi Friedman
Behar-Bechukotai
Eve Farber
Behar-Bechukotai
Miya Farber
Behar-Bechukotai
Carolyn Katz Polakoff
Behar-Bechukotai
Kevin Feldman
Behar-Bechukotai
Larry Goltz
Bemidbar
David Bussell
Bemidbar
Julian Schuler
Bemidbar
Bruce Schwartzberg
Bemidbar
Robin Gerson
Naso
Rhonda Gerson Hurwitz
Naso
Ann Fenyes Droegmyer
Naso
Sarah Jo Shaw

on this. The Hebrew is difficult, but the above is
true to the intention. Looking for something to
complain about is a recipe for disaster - these
people were killed! Ramban’s idea: they should
have been following Hashem in happiness and
joy. It is always easy to find fault; after all we
live in an imperfect world. Keep in mind being
joyful is actually a command, but beyond that
often it is simply a choice.
Naso
Lee Blumenthal
Naso
Salomen E. Borenstein
Naso
Sidney Sheray
Naso
Mort Schaffer
Beha'alotecha
Robert Sheray
Beha'alotecha
Heidi Scwartzberg
Beha'alotecha
Michael Brown

May Congregational Donations
General Fund
In memory of Elmer Lewis and Margot Krel
Leah Tourkow
In appreciation to the congregation for warmly welcoming
us to our new home
Virgil and Nina Mocle
In memory of Margot Krel

Josef and Gloria Brown

In memory of Margot Krel

Howard Nemeroff

Kiddush Fund
In memory of Elmer Lewis

Mr. & Mrs. Adolph Brateman

In memory of Samuel Brateman
Mr. & Mrs. Adolph Brateman
In memory of Abe Dubin, Freda Dubin, Margo Krel and
Elmer Lewis
Josh and Donna Tourkow
In memory of Samuel Zaslawsky
Mr. & Mrs. Adolph Brateman
In memory of Margot Krel Mr. & Mrs. Adolph Brateman
In honor of Donna and Ralph Tourkow's birthdays
Ovadya

Torah Maintenance Fund
In honor of Karmiya and Theresa Farber's birthdays
Ovadya
In appreciation
Yehuda

Simon/Hannah Crell Education Fund
In memory of Margot Krel
In memory of Margot Krel

Mark and Elizabeth Kaminski
Allen and Harriet Cohen

In memory of Margot Krel

John Schafer

In memory of Margot Krel

Richard and Alice Uehlein

In memory of Margot Krel

Joseph Christoff

In memory of Margot Krel

Christopher and Carolyn Henry

Rabbi Discretionary Fund
In appreciation

Yehuda

David Siegel Memorial Fund
In honor of Bee Siegel's special birthday

Elaine Shine

Yahrzeit Fund
In memory of Morton Trauner
Scott and Theresa Trauner
In memory of Ronald Brateman
Sandy Brateman
In memory of Gabor Fenyes
Daniel and Ann Droegmyer
In memory of May Bussell
In memory of Leah Edelman
In memory of Jennie Weisman

David and Paula Bussell
Jack and Debra Edelman
Barry and Linda Snitzer

Maot Hittim
Melissa and Mark Schneider, Leah Tourkow, Ryan
Baldwin, Tourkow and Sheray families, Keith Groman,
Ron and Pam Friedman and Paula and Mike Adams.

May Yahrzeits
Sarah Beck
Harry Lechtner
Esther Pomerantz
Mathilde Kaufman
David Winnick
Isidore Nemeroff
Max Kaplan
Mayora Rosenberg
Bonnie Harrison
William Landy
Rivah Meyers
Carolyn Katz Polakoff
Yitschok Issac Schwartz
Deborah Rifkin
Fannie Trivus
Eva Bosell
Rosa Levin
Lena Salon
Paul Gepsman
Max Weisman
Jennie Nemeroff
Dora Rozeen
Pearl Waterman
Hyman Dicker
Anna Hurwitz
Esther Brateman
Sidney Goldin
Sara Goldberg
Franz Reiman
Baruch Bronstein
Rose K. Weigler
Anna Landy
Alice Fenyes

Iyar

May

17
18
18
19
19
20
20
20
21
21
21
21
22
22
23
24
24
25
25
26
28
28
29
29
29
Sivan
1
1
2
4
5
6
6
6

30-1
1-2
1-2
2-3
2-3
3-4
3-4
3-4
4-5
4-5
4-5
4-5
5-6
5-6
6-7
7-8
7-8
8-9
8-9
9-10
11-12
11-12
12-13
12-13
12-13
13-14
13-14
14-15
16-17
17-18
18-19
18-19
18-19

Harry King
Joseph Schachter
Morris Meyer
Bessie Ochstein
Motel Golder
Miriam Falakovicz
Louis Smith
Fannie Edelman
Irving Zeal
Jacob Kaplan
Ann Levy
Getel Himelstein
Samuel Weiner
Harry Slutsky
Peter Bronstein
Danny Levin
Rae Lipp
Mitchell Bronstein
Kate Dicker
Rabbi Herman Price
Rose Gibson
Esther Smith
Norma Trauner
David Altheide
Isadore Vigran
Pearl Marks
Beryl Novitsky
Abraham Brateman
Louis Siegel

6
6
7
7
8
8
8
8
10
11
11
12
12
12
12
13
14
15
15
16
16
16
16
16
17
17
18
18
18

18-19
18-19
19-20
19-20
20-21
20-21
20-21
20-21
22-23
23-24
23-24
24-25
24-25
24-25
24-25
25-26
26-27
27-28
27-28
28-29
28-29
28-29
28-29
28-29
29-30
29-30
30-31
30-31
30-31

If you would like to make a donation in
honor/memory of someone, please fill out the
form and submit it with your check to:
Congregation B’nai Jacob 7227 Bittersweet Moors
Drive Fort Wayne, IN 46814
I have enclosed $_________in honor/memory
of:________________________________
From:_________________________________
Fund Preference: Please indicate which fund
you prefer to donate to:

___A.J. Ochstein Fund

___Building Fund
___David Siegel Memorial Fund
___General Fund
___Kiddush Fund
___Levy/Levin Endowment Fund
___Library Fund

___Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
___Seth Horwitz Education Fund
___Simon/Hannah Crell Education Fund
___Sisterhood Nursery Fund
___Torah Maintenance Fund
___Winnick Memorial Garden Fund
___Yahrzeit Fund

Congregation B’nai Jacob
7227 Bittersweet Moors Drive
Fort Wayne, IN 46814
www.bnaijacobfw.org
bnaijacob@verizon.net
Rabbi Mitchell Kornspan
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
President
st
1 Vice President
nd
2 Vice President
Recording Secretary
Financial Secretary
Co Treasurer
Co Treasurer
Past President
Past President

Ron Friedman
Mike Adams
Dan Bradley
Susie Miller
Estelle Greenberg
Donna Tourkow
Mort Schaffer
David Bussell
Josh Tourkow

Board Members
Jennifer Schuler
Marc Nusholtz
Pam Friedman
David Miller

Paula Adams
Yuval Fuchs
Dan Appel
Janet Finkel

Torah Class Views Exodus Decoded

