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Torah Class 1:00pm
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CL:7:54pm
Havdalah:
8:58pm
Weekly
Portion:
Tazria-Metzora
Friday Earliest CL: 6:58pm
CL: 8:02pm
Havdalah: 9:05pm
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Saturday April 10th
Services 9:15am
Shabbat
School
9:45am-11:45am
Torah Class 1:00pm
Friday April 16th
Services 7:30pm
Saturday April 17th

Services 9:15am

Shabbat School 9:45am-11:45am
Torah Class 1:00pm
Sunday April 18
Book and Bagel Fundraiser 11:00am
Friday April 23rd
Services 7:30pm
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Services 9:15am
Shabbat School 9:45am-11:45am
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Gan K.I.S.S. Services
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Sunday May 2nd

Services 9:15am
12:30pm Lag B'omer Picnic

This was, and is, an exciting period. We were
and are counting the forty nine days, connecting
our physical freedom, to the reason for being
free…. Shavuot. After seven weeks, we stood
at Mount Sinai, met our G-d and accepted the
Torah. Then, we became spiritually free!
One of my teachers, Rabbi Shlomo Riskin, once
asked this question. Why do we stop counting
the days and weeks at Shavuot?
Dear B’nai Jacob family,
The importance of time, whether years,
months, weeks, or even a moment, is so
significant that our lives can be transformed.
Certainly no one would argue the difference that
a baby’s birth on the one hand, or the death of a
loved one on the other change our lives forever.
Then, there are the times when we come to the
realization that we never noticed the changes
that were occurring over the span of time. We
hear this often, when someone says: “When did
I get older?” Or, “How did we come to this
impass?”
The Torah gives us a lesson in time awareness.
It actually gives us a mitzvah to count time! No
surprise is it?
That command to count time is called Sefirat
Haomer, the counting of the Omer.
"And you shall count for yourselves seven
complete weeks shall there be, from the morrow
of the Sabbath (Passover Festival), from the
day of your bringing the uplifted omer barley
offering, until the morrow of the seventh week;
you shall count fifty days..." (Leviticus 23:
15,16).
Why was this mitzvah given? The commentator,
Seforno, has an interesting idea. He tells us that
before Passover, as slaves, we would have had
no purpose for counting. A slave’s time was in
the hands of his or her master. It is only with the
advent of freedom, that counting the days of our
lives made sense. This is why the count doesn’t
start on the first day of Passover, but on the
second, after experiencing freedom.

His answer resonates in our lives. He taught
that time is a double edged sword. With the
days of our lives, we count blessings and all of
our experiences. Time is wonderful, but it is
also limited. As we are all mortal, we find that
our time has a finality. With this, time itself is not
a blessing, but cruelly ends our lives here.
This is the reason for Shavuot. While each one
of us, must leave this earth, and our loved ones,
we are part of an eternal people, with an eternal
Torah. This is the explanation of the Talmud’s
statement: “Jacob never died.” Although we
know he did, as long as he had and has
children and descendants carrying on his
teachings, his values, and being influenced by
his example, he is still with us.
So, it is with us too. And, I must add, that even
when our time here on earth has been
completed, our time continues in immortal life,
where we can be even closer to Hashem.
Each day is special, isn’t it? Each day, we can
choose our attitude and our goals. How
wonderful it is for us and all who know us, that
we number our days wisely, choosing to be a
blessing to others, content with our portion and
of service to our family and friends.
By the way, two times to mark on your
calendars are Lag B’omer, May 2nd, and our
Shavuot Dinner, May 19th.
See you in shul!
B’shalom,

Rabbi Mitchell
Kornspan
If you need to send an e-mail to Rabbi or
Ron Friedman, here are their personal email
addresses.
Rabbi’s mkornspan@gmail.com
and
Ron’s friedmar@ipfw.edu

B'nai Jacob Fundraiser

a Book & a Bagel
Please join us for a book fair and brunch
fundraiser at Congregation B'nai Jacob on
Sunday, April 18th from 11:00am - 3:00pm.
We'll be serving lox & cream cheese,bagels,
donuts, coffee/tea and juice.
The cost for brunch is $5.00

Mazel Tov to Elaine, Bruce and Rita Shine,
on the birth of their grandson and great
grandson Levi Mathew Shine to Gregory
and Emily Shine.
Thank You to Rabbi Kornspan, B'nai Jacob
Congregation, Sisterhood, friends and family
for all your kindness and thoughtfulness.
Our sincere appreication for everyone and
everything they did.
With much graditude
Jeanette Lewis and Family
Please remember we will be having a
K.I.S.S. for the Gan class on
April 30th at 7:30pm
Mazel Tov to Rachel Kelman and
Tony Pham who welcomed baby
girl Natalia Diem Kelman on
February 24th. Grandma Sue
Kelman Coombs and brother Ian
and sister Arianya are thrilled.

B'nai Jacob will host the Lag B'Omer
Picnic and celebration with Temple Achduth
V'Sholom and B'nai Jacob religious school
students May 2nd at 12:30pm.
Save the date
Celebrate Shavuot with a
Shavuot Dinner

Wednesday, May 19th
6:30 p.m.
There is no charge, but please
R.S.V.P.
Also, if you would like a reserved table of seven,
please let us know.

Congregational Annual meeting
Sunday, May 16, 2010
10:00 AM at B'nai Jacob
April 3, 2010 / 19 Nisan, 5770 Shabbat Pesach
Sh’mot 33:12- 34:26
Hashem and Moshe are in conference once
more. Moshe wants desperately to see G-d; an
arrangement is made that will allow this, but only
His back. Moshe is to carve the second set of
Tablets that Hashem will inscribe. He does so
and he ascends the mountain alone; no person
or animal can be on Mt Sinai. Hashem comes to
him there and the yud–gimel medot (the 13
attributes of the Eternal) are given. Moshe pleads
with Him to accompany them and to forgive ‘our
iniquity.’ An unprecedented covenant will be
made between G-d and the nation of Yisrael. Six
nations will be forced out of the Land. B’nai
Yisrael should not make any alliances with those
nations. When altars used to sacrifice to idols are
found, they must be shattered. Marriages are not
to be arranged with these nations either.
Warnings are grave concerning not becoming
involved with idol worship. Select mitzvot are
reviewed: Pesach, the redemption of the
firstborn, Shabbat, Shavuot, and appearing
before Hashem for the shalosh regalim. The
command “you shall not cook a kid in his
mother’s milk” is given. Moshe was on the
mountain for forty days before he returned. When
he did, the skin of his face was so brilliant, that
after sharing what G-d had instructed him with
the assembly, he covered his face. Whenever
Moshe spoke with the Eternal, he removed his
face covering, related the commands to B’nai
Yisrael and then replaced the covering.
A pasuk to ponder: “ ‘If I have found favor in
Your eyes, my L-rd, may my L-rd please go in
our midst, for it is a stiff-necked people; and may
You forgive our iniquity and our error and make
us a portion.’” 34:9
These words are spoken by Moshe immediately
after G-d describes Himself through His 13

attributes. It is a good occasion for this since
Hashem has just told Moshe how forgiving He is.
Moshe pleads for G-d to establish a special
relationship with His people. In the very next
verse the Eternal promises to do just that.
Moshe is an amazing leader, always wanting the
best for a very difficult group of people. Can we
all practice even a small portion of his loyalty and
compassion toward one another? “Principles
above personalities.” Amen.
April 10, 2010 /26 Nisan, 5770 Shemini
Triennial cycle: Vayikra 11:1 – 11:47
This section explains to us that animals with split
hooves that chew their cud are the only permitted
land animals for the Jewish people to eat. Three
animals are explicitly mentioned as prohibited as
they chew their cud but their hooves are not split:
the camel, the hyrax and the hare. The pig is a
fourth animal mentioned as it has split hooves
but doesn’t regurgitate food. Fish are discussed
next, the criterion- fins and scales are both
necessary in order to be a food source. Certain
birds are permitted; others are not. Some insects
are kosher, but we are not familiar with exactly
which, so we eat none. Ritual impurity and some
of the ways it is contracted comes next. Foods
can become unfit to eat because non-kosher
remains fell into or were otherwise mixed in with
the food. The vessels containing these foods can
become contaminated as well. Creeping things
are not permitted for us to eat. The section
closes by telling us we are to become holy
because G-d is holy, therefore we should follow
the dietary laws. These laws are of such
importance a simple reference point is the
closing statement: “This is the law… between the
animal that may be eaten and the animal that
may not be eaten”

A pasuk to ponder: “For I am Hashem, Who
elevates you from the land of Egypt to be G-d to
you; you shall be holy, for I am holy.” 11:45
This is a reoccurring theme in the Torah, over
and over again. One could say this theme
encompasses the entire purpose for study of the
Torah… the how of holiness is herein explained.
Yaakov’s family left one location because of the
lack of food. They set off to Egypt for grain,
became a nation, and then departed back to the
land of Canaan. [short version] Keeping this in
mind, we should not be surprised that while food
nourishes the body, food also plays a central role
in how we maintain holiness. Awareness of
food’s role physically and spiritually is huge; pun
intended.
Today many of us become weary with trying to
create exciting meals. Food is so abundant;
boredom surrounding food is the biggest problem
some people have with their daily sustenance.
What a sad commentary! As we are replenishing
our hametz after Pesach, let’s try to put food into
its proper perspective… a way to be holy.
April 17, 2010 / 3 Iyar, 5770 Tazria - Metzora
Triennial cycle: Vayikra 14:33 - 15:33
Upon arriving in Eretz Yisrael the habitations of
the people could be afflicted with tzaraat, a
phenomenon restricted to that land. The Cohen
was notified; he dealt with it after everything in
the house was removed. Color of the tzaraat
played a significant role in the matter. If there
was need of quarantine, it lasted for seven days.
When the Cohen returned, an inspection took
place; the affected stones were removed, and
the walls were plastered. If the same house had
a reoccurrence of this, it was demolished. If it did
not return a ritual offering took place. Seminal
emissions are discussed next in seventeen
verses. Different laws are cited concerning ritual
impurity imparted to the man and the impurity of
items that came into contact with the emission.
He is required to make use of a mikveh to restore
his spiritual purity. Twelve verses then discuss
the ritual impurity of women during their
menstrual cycles. As with the men, certain items
can also become ritually impure. Men having
sexual relations with their wives during their
cycles become ritually impure along with the
things they contact. Women, too, use the mikveh
to reclaim spiritual purity. Interestingly, this sedra,
like the last closes with a summary: ‘this is the

torah of the man … and the woman concerning
spiritual impurity.’
A concept to ponder: Tzaraat on Dwellings
Two completely opposite explanations are given
for the appearance of this moldy looking stuff on
the walls. (You are not surprised are you?) One
is that it served as a punishment for the people
living in the home. They were deemed guilty of
improper speech and their home was attacked
first as a warning. Next time the affliction would
be on their bodies. The second idea - it served
as a reward. The Canaanites hid treasures in the
walls of their homes as the Yisraelites were
conquering the land. Once B’nai Yisrael took
residence in the homes, the phenomenon
revealed where these treasures were hidden, as
portions of walls had to be removed. The booty
then belonged to Yisrael. Quite divergent
notions are being expressed. Which one
resonates more with you – reward or
punishment? The impression you gravitate to
might say something about your relationship with
Hashem; which one echoes in your mind?
April 24, 10 / 10 Iyar, 5770 Acharey Mot Kedoshim Tri. cycle: Vayikra 19:15 – 20:27
We are entering in the middle of terse mitzvot
being given; the first in the cycle: do not pervert
justice. We are reminded not to gossip, not to
ignore bloodshed, not to hate another in our
hearts, not to take revenge, nor hold a grudge.
Rather we are to love others as we ourselves.
Improper mixtures are next prohibited, including
cross breeding animals, mixing various seeds in
the same soil, and shaatnez. An improper sexual
union is noted. Fruit from newly planted trees are
forbidden for three years. In the fourth year, the
fruit is to only be eaten in Jerusalem. In the fifth
year and thereafter, the fruit can be used. Torah
resumes the concise commands: don’t eat blood,
don’t indulge in sorcery, don’t shave improperly,
don’t make cuts in your skin nor get tattooed.
Respect for the elderly and the wise is expected.
The convert is to be treated equally among them.
Weights and measures are to be correct.
Idolatry, cursing parents, adultery, and certain
other sexual unions are cause for the bet din to
carry out the death penalty. The portion closes
with the repetition of the prohibition of the sorcery
of Ov or of Yid’oni, punishable via stoning when
one had been warned not to do so.
A pasuk to ponder: “You shall not falsify
measures of length, weight or capacity.” 19:35

This notion is basic honesty at its very core.
Beyond that it is a means of setting standards for
necessary items e.g. building materials’ strength,
electric loads’ capacity, how far we can get on
that last gallon of gas and even making the
perfect brownie. We take this incredible system
for granted, but if we lost it even for a day, we
would notice it on many levels. Here is a different
level to ponder. How long can I continue a newly
established good habit? For how long can I ‘walk
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Norman and Carol Kempler
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my talk?’ Can I see the weight my attitudes place
on others? A cheerful smile or a sullen grimace
greets others and can say welcome or not. My
capacity to give of my time, money or talents
should be periodically examined to see whether I
am living up to my best. But the pasuk also says
not to falsify the measures. I view that to mean I
must be honest. That demands celebrating my
strengths, but I also acknowledge my flaws.
These are indeed very important standards!
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Condolences go out to Jeannette

Condolences go out to Melvin and Silvan
Krel and family on the loss of Margot Krel.
She was a beloved wife, mother,
grandmother and friend.
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Purim Workshop at Dr. Marc Nusholtz and Dr. Mary Wilger's

