Congregation B’nai Jacob

February 2010
Shevat/Adar 5770
Mitchell Kornspan, Rabbi

Shabbat Service

Ron Friedman, President

Weekly Portion: Yitro
Friday CL: 5:43pm
Havdalah: 6:46pm

No Friday Night Services
Saturday February 6th
Services 9:15am
9:45am-11:45am Shabbat School

Weekly Portion: Mishpatim
Shabbat Shekalim
Friday CL 5:52pm
Havdalah: 6:55pm

No Friday Night Services
Saturday February 13th
Services 9:15am
Shabbat School 9:45am-11:45am

Weekly Portion: Terumah
Friday CL: 6:00pm
Havdalah: 7:03pm

Friday February 19th
Services 7:30pm
Saturday February 20th
Services 9:15am
Shabbat School 9:45am-11:45am
Torah Class 1:00pm
Purim Workshop at Noon at Dr. Marc Nusholtz and Dr.
Mary Wilger's home

Weekly Portion: Tetzaveh
Parashat Zachor
Friday CL: 6:09pm
Havdalah: 7:12pm

Friday February 26th

Sunday February 28th

Services 7:30pm

Saturday February 27th
Services 9:15am
Purim Celebration Shabbat Seudah 6:00pm and
Megillah reading at 7:00pm
10:00am Megillah reading and breakfast
Purim Carnival 12:15 at the Temple

musician." And it was that when the musician
played, the hand of the Lord came upon him."
Rashi teaches: “Fetch me a musician: Because
of his [Elisha’s] anger, the Shechinah left him.”
Let us know that we are in good company. Even
the greatest were human, and lost their
composure. The difference was that they knew
how to regain it!

Being Joyous
There is an amazing concept we find in the
Torah. It is about being joyful! In Psalms 100, we
learn “Ivdu et Hashem Bsimcha – Serve G-d
with joy.” What a straight forward idea. We can
choose our attitude to living our lives and to
celebrating our faith, and to worshiping our G-d.
How many times do we feel that we have an
obligation to do something? We feel put upon;
we feel it is a duty; we are “kicking” at it. Yet how
many other times, do we find that we are truly
enjoying fulfilling a responsibility, understanding
its importance and its holiness? How many
times do we open a Siddur to pray, and aren’t in
the mood? Yet at other times, we just feel so
serene and happy to spend time with our G-d.
And what about the celebrations? How many
times do we feel we must participate, while at
other times we lose ourselves in the true
enjoyment of the holiday or simcha?
It is very instructive that in Deuteronomy 28:47,
part of Hashem’s admonition to the Jewish
people, we are taught that many of the
tribulations the Jewish people encountered were
a result of their not serving G-d in joy!
We lose so much, when we are unable to find
our serenity and joy. In Kings II, chapter three,
we learn how even the prophet Elisha, could not
prophesy before the wicked King of Israel,
because he was so upset to have to appear
before someone so dreadful. When he needed
to prophesy, he had to regain his equanimity.
The key verses state: 14. And Elisha said, "As
the Lord of Hosts, before Whom I have stood,
lives, for were it not that I respect Jehoshaphat
king of Judah, I would neither look at you nor
would I see you." 15. "And now fetch me a

So, where can we start? I believe we need to
place this concept of joy in front of us daily. The
catch is the more we pursue it for our own
sakes, the more it may elude us! Instead, as we
concern ourselves more deeply with helping
others, with being involved with others, outside
of ourselves, we find a sense of contentment
and joy growing.
We should also seek to be present and
participate in joyous occasions. Perfect
examples of these are Simchat Torah and
Purim, which are permeated with joy.
Throughout the years as a Rabbi, I have been
amazed at how many people come to our Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur services (which are
extremely meaningful and significant), but do not
once attend Simchat Torah or Purim, which are
so filled with joy, merriment, and just fun!
If only we would open ourselves to the amazing
experience of these holidays, we might begin to
see the joy inherent in them, and in the Torah.
Isn’t it interesting that part of the Purim joy
comes from giving Matanot Levyonim, gifts of
tzedakah to the poor? Isn’t it fascinating that part
of the Purim joy stems from sending Shalach
Manot, gifts of food, to our family and friends?
Add to this the costumes, reading the book of
Esther, amidst “boo’s” and noises, and the feast
filled with laughter and friendship, Purim is a
prime example of a 24 hour period concentrating
on celebrating joy!
Let us open ourselves to enjoying the Torah,
G-d, and our chagim and our mitzvot with an
attitude of joy. Then we can all see what a
difference this makes.
Penny and I wish you a Chag Purim Sameach.
B’shalom,
Rabbi Mitchell Kornspan

If you need to send an e-mail to Rabbi or
Ron Friedman, here are their personal email
addresses.
Rabbi’s mkornspan@gmail.com
and
Ron’s friedmar@ipfw.edu
In loving gratitude,
Jan Finkel

Purim
Workshop
In
love and
gratitude
Sunday February
21st at Noon
Jan Finkel
at Dr. Marc Nusholtz and
Dr. Mary Wilger's home
Please call the office 672-8459
Sisterhood
News
to R.S.V.P.

Join us for a trip to the new Skokie, IL
Holocaust Museum. This trip is FREE to all
Federation members and students (age 12 and
above) from both congregations, courtesy of
your Federation and a grant from the Dr. Harry
Salon Foundation.
Our docent led tour is scheduled from 1:00
p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Please phone in your reservation to the
Federation office, 422-8566 or
e-mail us at office@fwjf.org as soon as
possible in order for us to know what type of
transportation we need to hire.

The bingo was a great success as we had fun
and fellowship. Thank you to Rebbetzin Penny,
Nina Bosell and Sheryl Merritt for all the baked
goods. Thanks to Josh for running the bingo
and to Donna for collecting all the proceeds.
Thank you to Jere and Arlene Leib for
organizing the Silent Auction. Thanks to
Theresa Farber for wrapping the bingo prizes.
Yuval, Iris and Eden Fuchs thank you for
helping to clean up afterwards. Thank you all
who came and participated.
Jan Finkel

Attention!!!
There will be no Friday Night
Services on
February 5th and 12th

A special thank you to Rabbi for
the beautiful service in honor of
Elana Merritt and Ben Finkel.
Thank you to Paula Adams for
making the lovely Torah cover.
Thank you to Ruth, Paula and
Nina for baking.
In loving gratitude
Jan Finkel

Purim Celebration
Saturday February 27th
6:00pm Seudah (Dinner) following
with the Megillah reading at 7:00pm.
Sunday February 28th
10:00am Purim Megillah reading and
Breakfast.
Please R.S.V.P. to the office
672-8459

February 6, 2010 / 22 Shevat, 5770 Yitro
Triennial cycle: Sh’mot 19:1- 20:23
B’nai Yisrael is now situated at the wilderness
of Sinai and Moshe ascends the mountain
where he receives a message to deliver to the
people. It reminds them of what G-d had done
for them as well as what He will do for them.
We are to keep His covenant and become ‘a
kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ Hashem
is to come in a cloud to speak to all the people.
Before the people receive the commandments
from Hashem, there are preparations that must
be made in order for all to be in a state of ritual
purity, and they follow through with the orders.
No one is to set foot on Har Sinai itself. Three
days later the event begins to unfold and the
people witness the manifestation of the power
of Eternal. The Aseret Hadbirot are uttered, but
shortly into the recitation the people are
frightened and want Moshe to get the remaining
commandments and then share them afterward.
The commands in brief: 1. “I am G-d.” 2. You
shall have no other gods. 3. Don’t misuse His
Name. 4. Keep Shabbat. 5. Honor your parents.
6. Don’t kill. 7. Don’t commit adultery. 8.Don’t
steal. 9. Don’t lie. 10. Don’t want what is not
yours. Hashem tells Moshe to remind B’nai
Yisrael that they themselves actually did hear
some of His words. The sedra closes with
explanations of proper altar construction.
A pasuk to ponder: “ … ‘So shall you say to
the House of Yaakov and tell to the Sons of
Yisrael. ’” 19:3
The former are the women and the latter are the
men. Different verbs are used in the text for the
two groups of listeners. Rashi et al teach us the
message for the women was to be delivered in
gentler tones than it was for the men. The men
were to hear all the ‘punishment and fine detail’
included in Hashem’s words. A midrash comes
to teach that women in the homes would be the
initial instructors of their young children. And so
a child’s early encounter with Torah would carry
a more tender tone.
Beyond that, this is a passage speaking to the
differences amid men and women. Maybe men
need a firmer hand and women are spiritually
superior. Perhaps men are better able to deal
with the complex regulations, or something else
entirely. No matter, the sexes are different;
people are different ,and we need celebrate
what each of us contributes in our relationships!

Feb. 13, 2010 / 29 Shevat, 5770 Mishpatim
Triennial cycle: Sh’mot 23:20 – 24:18
The people are to listen to the angel Hashem
sent as he guides them. If they do so, G-d will
be the enemy of their enemies. The gods of the
nations are not to be worshiped or bowed to;
rather they are to be destroyed. Explanations of
how G-d will deal with their enemies are listed.
We are told the present inhabitants of the Land
impart the danger of causing the Yisraelites to
worship their gods, which would be a ‘hazard’
for them. There is a flashback to Hashem giving
Moshe the Aseret Hadibrot, including the
sacrifices offered and the reading of the Book of
the Covenant. There was a vision of G-d, which
Moshe and Aharon witnessed along with Nadav
and Avihu and the 70 elders who behaved
improperly during it. They would be punished at
a later time. Y’hosua escorts Moshe part of the
way up Mt Sinai while Hur, Aharon and the
elders remain behind. When Moshe is away,
they will be help for the people regarding
questions and problems that may arise. For six
days clouds covered the mountain and on the
seventh day, Hashem called to Moshe. Moshe
remained on the mountain for 40 days and 40
nights.
A pasuk to ponder: “And to the nobles of B’nai
Yisrael, He did not send forth His Hand – they
viewed G-d, yet they ate and drank.” 24:11
Some were given a truly unique opportunity to
witness the Creator of the Universe, but they
did not understand the proper behavior the
occasion necessitated. We don’t know if a
casual atmosphere of eating and drinking took
place; if fasting should have occurred and it did
not; or if it was something in between. Just the
same, that G-d ‘did not send forth His Hand’
implies punishment was justified. (Rashi). We
know Aharon’s sons were killed at a later time
and this may have played into their demise.
Some of us are at a difficult age – an age that
perhaps requires setting the bar higher and the
standard clearer. We want to be ‘one of the
guys, everyone’s friend’ including our children
and our students. Therefore we neglect to
understand we must demonstrate certain
behavior others should emulate. And if we don’t
set a proper tone, what is our responsibility to
those following our bad examples? What is the
role of an adult in relationship with young
people? How do you view your responsibility?

February 20, 2010 / 6 Adar, 5770 Terumah
Triennial cycle: Sh’mot 26:31 – 27:19
Our cycle continues the discussion of the
mishkan. The veil partition (parochet) is to be
made and hung according to the exacting
blueprint delivered to Moshe. This work is to be
achieved through an artisan using blue, purple
and red wool on linen. The pillars from which
they were to hang were covered with gold.
Golden hooks and silver sockets would be used
to hang them. They are used to create a
separate space between ‘the Holy and the Holy
of Holies’ where the Aron of the Covenant is
kept. The position of the shulchan and the
menorah are listed. A different woven tapestry
(masach) is made for the entrance of the tent.
As before, the hooks were to be of gold but the
sockets were brass Directions for building the
altar are next listed along with the utensils for its
use. A great deal of detail is involved here. This
is the copper altar for animal korbont outside of
the Holy of Holies. The particular directives for
the curtains (k’laem) for the sides of the
mishkan are listed with their color; dimensions,
direction orientation and how they are to be
hung follow next. These have silver hooks with
brass sockets. Lastly, dimensions of the
Courtyard are given and we are reminded of all
the work which was done with copper.
Hangings to ponder: Veil - screen - curtains
Three different words are used to describe the
works of the master embroider(s). The veil,
keeping the Holy of Holies separate, was hung
using gold and silver. The screen, serving as a
gate for the courtyard, was hung via gold and
brass. Last, the curtains refer to the hangings
making up the perimeter of the 50 x 100 cubits
courtyard. They hung by silver and brass. A
distinction (of value?) is being made via the
metal used to hang all of these items. All of
them start with linen but the first two had blue,
purple and red wool woven into the linen. We
know shatnez (combining wool and linen) is not
permitted when it comes to making our clothing.
This is a chok, a command for which no
explanation is offered. Perhaps the usage here
reflects mixing animal and plant life together is
appropriate when done so for sacred purpose,
but not so when it is for mundane personal use.
Can you see something mystical in this, or do
you see it as antiquated and irrelevant?

February 27, 2010 / 13 Adar, 5770 Tetzaveh
Triennial cycle: Sh’mot 29:19 – 30:10
We enter in the middle of Moshe scarifying two
rams and what he is to do with the second one.
The blood from the ram was to be placed
around the altar, but also some was to be
placed on the right ear, right hand thumb and
right foot big toe of Aharon and his sons as part
of their inauguration into the priesthood. The
portion continues to explain what is to be done
with the fat and the organs of the animal. A
wave offering is made using the animal, one
cake of bread as well as one wafer of
unleavened bread. (Such as is done still today
with the lulav & etrog.) Aharon and his sons will
eventually eat the ram and the bread. All of this
was a part of the consecration for the
priesthood, which lasted over a seven-day
period. The altar itself was to be ritually
prepared for its use over a seven-day span
also. Two lambs are to be offered, one in the
morning and one at dusk along side of a meal
offering. Moshe is told Hashem will speak to
Bnai Yisrael from that location vis-à-vis His
Glory. He will sanctify the Tent of meeting, the
altar, Aharon and sons. The people will know
He is their G-d Who brought them out of Egypt.
The altar for burning incense is next depicted by
dimensions, design and placement. Acacia
wood and gold are the products used to
produce it. Incenses are to be burned upon it
daily, but only those prescribed. Once a year,
on Yom Kippur, special atonement is to be
made on the horns of this altar.
A pasuk to ponder: “ ‘I shall meet there with
Bnai Israel, and it shall be sanctified through My
honor.’” 29:43
Does ‘it’ refers to the Mishkan, the Tent of
Meeting? While the portion describes the ‘how
to’ appropriately make items (and kohanim) holy
for their appointed tasks, in the end, the final
stamp of holiness will come from Hashem’s
presence, i.e. everything will reach its complete
level of holiness only when G-d will meet with
them there. Another thought – does ‘It’ refer to
Hashem’s name? G-d’s Name will be made
holy through the Presence of the Shechina.
When the people recognize the Eternal through
His majesty and work, G-d will be truly holy. It is
a puzzle, what exactly do each of us add to the
work of sanctifying the Name of the Creator of
All? To which idea do you gravitate?

February Birthdays
5
Bea Ochstein
6
Etta Gepsman
6
Joey Goltz
7
Paula Adams
10
Linda Carson
10
Josh Friedman
12
Kathy Stoller
14
Steve Crell
14
Rabbi Kornspan
14
Brooklyn Schreier
15
Rachel Wyman
17
Margot Krel
19
Jonathon Mark
21
Aliza Tourkow-Rosoff
22
Hugo Kahn
22
Jason Barile
25
Art Perlman

February Congregational Donations
General Fund
In honor of Alek Bussell's Bar Mitzvah
David and Paula Bussell
A thank you for Penny's delicious Shabbat dinner
Bruce, Sheryl and Elana Merritt

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund
In memory of Stanley Kornspan

Keith Groman

In appreciation

Bee Siegel

In honor of Alek Bussell's bar mitzvah

Howard Hubert

In appreciation

Mark Bobb

Thanks to Penny for the Shabbat dinner
Thank you to Penny for the lovely dinner

Keith Groman
Diane Wolf

Kiddush Fund
In honor of the Torah Class
Marc Nusholtz and Mary Wilger

Torah Maintenance Fund
February Anniversaries
5
Dave and Carolyn Current
14
Jerry and Sue Pownall
17
Dr. Marc Nusholtz and Dr. Mary Wilger
18

Dan and Beth Zweig

In honor of Scott and Theresa Trauner's wedding
anniversary
Keith Groman
In memory of Helen Zaslawsky
Mr. & Mrs. Adolph Brateman

David Siegel Memorial Fund
In beloved memory of David Siegel

Bee Siegel

In honor of Bee Siegel's birthday and in memory of
David Siegel
Keith Groman
In honor of Bee Siegel's birthday
Marc Nusholtz and Mary Wilger

Bar and Bat Mitzvah Anniversaries

In memory of David Siegel

Yitro
Robin Schneider
Stuart Block
Rabbi Mitchell Kornspan

In honor of Bee Siegel's birthday
Josh and Donna Tourkow
In honor of Bee Siegel's birthday
Ron and Susie Miller
In honor of Bee Siegel's birthday
Leah Tourkow
In honor of Bee Siegel's birthday Sam and Kathy Stoller

Mishpatim
Jacob Bussell
Terumah
Jonathon Brateman
Tetzaveh
Steven Crell

Helena Finkelstein

Levy/Levin Endowment Fund
Norma Levin's birthday

Jackie Levin

Library Fund
In memory of Sylvia Brateman

Sandra Brateman

Yahrzeit Fund
In memory of Benjamin Ochstein
In memory of Julius Kaufman
In memory of Joseph Doran

David Ochstein
Margot Krel

Bill and Louise Warshauer

In memory of Clara Magazine Elmer and Jeanette Lewis
In memory of Francis Herman
Jeffrey and Marilyn Herman
In memory of Francis Herman
Steve Herman
In memory of Jean Siegel
Ron and Vicki Goltz

February Yahrzeits
Shevat
Frank Winnick
17
Hyman Marcus
18
Sam Fogel
18
Mae Rifkin
19
Jennie Zweig
20
Norman Bosell
20
Manuel Babich
21
Shirley Cohodes
22
John Schmitz
23
Abe Ochstein
24
Beckie Metzger
24
Louis Scheinberg
24
Robert Garber
25
Jean Siegel
25
Harriet Rudensky
25
Aaron S. Heiligman 26
Dorothy Moyer
27
Ben Hersh
28
Sadie Zinn
28
Herman Rudensky
28
Eunice Greenstein
28
Molly Bleifeld
29
Irving W. Rifkin
30
Sol Greenberg
30
Adar
Gertrude Kessler
1
Jesse E. Ross
1
Sam Pass
1
Frieda Barris
1
Theresa Perlman
1
Pearl Leah Gladstone 2
Fred Fidler
2
Edward Brower
2
Abraham Kritzer
3
Alexander Welcher 3
Max Salon
4
Stephen Bosell
4
Dr. Albert J. Kudysh 4
William Siegel
5
Sam Rozeen
5
VC Anderson
5
Anne Milz
7
Yetta Hassan
8
Jacob Bernstein
8
Robert Babich
9
Louis Walter
9
Abe Kaufman
9
Fannie Gary
11
Nathan Liff
12
Paul Rath
12

February
31-1
1-2
1-2
2-3
3-4
3-4
4-5
5-6
6-7
7-8
7-8
7-8
8-9
8-9
8-9
9-10
10-11
11-12
11-12
11-12
11-12
12-13
13-14
13-14
14-15
14-15
14-15
14-15
14-15
15-16
15-16
15-16
16-17
16-17
17-18
17-18
17-18
18-19
18-19
18-19
20-21
21-22
21-22
22-23
22-23
22-23
24-25
25-26
25-26

Ann Lee Marcus
Rose Ochstein Kaplan
Sarah Cohen
Sam Jacobson
Dorothy Kay
Frieda Kretzman

13
13
13
13
14
14

26-27
26-27
26-27
26-27
27-28
27-28

	
  
	
  

If you would like to make a donation in
honor/memory of someone, please fill out the
form and submit it with your check to:
Congregation B’nai Jacob 7227 Bittersweet Moors
Drive Fort Wayne, IN 46814
I have enclosed $_________in honor/memory
of:________________________________
From:_________________________________
Fund Preference: Please indicate which fund
you prefer to donate to:

___A.J. Ochstein Fund

___Building Fund
___David Siegel Memorial Fund
___General Fund
___Kiddush Fund
___Levy/Levin Endowment Fund
___Library Fund
___Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
___Seth Horwitz Education Fund
___Simon/Hannah Crell Education Fund
___Sisterhood Nursery Fund
___Torah Maintenance Fund
___Winnick Memorial Garden Fund
___Yahrzeit Fund

Congregation B’nai Jacob
7227 Bittersweet Moors Drive
Fort Wayne, IN 46814
www.bnaijacobfw.org
bnaijacob@verizon.net
Rabbi Mitchell Kornspan
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Susie Miller
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