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Hanukkah is a festival of light, of miracles and of celebration. And like many of the Jewish holidays, it is 
celebrated primarily in our homes.

We have all heard the story of this eight-day festival, which commemorates the rededication of the 
Holy Temple in Jerusalem after the Maccabean Jews’ victory over the Hellenist Syrians in 165 BCE. We 
remember the miracle of a tiny flask of oil that kept the Temple’s great Menorah burning for not one, 
but eight days, until more purified oil could be obtained. 

Here is a brief guide to the celebration of Hanukkah – a “how-to” manual that will help you bring the 
joy and meaning of the holiday into your own home. 

Where to Light
To best publicize the miracle, the Hanukkah Menorah (“Hanukkiah”) is ideally lit outside the doorway 
of your house, on the left side when entering. If this is not practical, then the Menorah should be lit in a 
window facing the public thoroughfare. If the Menorah cannot be lit by the window, place it inside the 
house on a table, which at least fulfills the mitzvah of “publicizing the miracle” for members of the 
household.

When to Light
The Menorah should preferably be lit immediately at nightfall. If necessary, however, the Menorah can 
be lit late into the night. It is best to wait until all members of the household are present to light the 
Menorah. The Menorah should remain lit for at least 30 minutes after nightfall. On Friday afternoon, the 
Menorah should be lit before sundown. The Hanukah Menorah is lit before Shabbat candles.

How to Light on the First Night
On the first night, place one candle in the Menorah’s far right (as you face the Menorah) candle holder. 
Another candle is placed for the Shamash (helper candle). Recite all three of the blessings (SEE 
OTHER SIDE) and then light the candle using the Shamash candle.

How to Light on the Second Through Eighth Night
The second night, place two candles in the Menorah’s far right (as you face the Menorah) candle 
holders. Another candle is placed for the Shamash (helper candle). Recite the first two blessings and 
then light the candles using the Shamash candle. Light the left-most candle first and then light in order, 
from left to right. Follow this procedure for each night of Hanukkah.

Concluding the Hanukkah Candlelighting
On all eight nights of Hanukkah, it is traditional to sing or recite Hanerot Halalu, an ancient chant 
mentioned in the Talmud (Soferim 20:6). It reminds us of the sacred nature of the Hanukkah lights that 
are lit to commemorate and publicize the Hanukkah miracles. The song states that our sole intent in 
kindling Hanukkah lights is to publicize the miracle.

We conclude the candlelighting ceremony with the singing of Maoz Tzur. The lyrics were written 
about 800-900 years ago in Europe. The tune that is considered to be “traditional” in most parts of the 
Jewish world today, is an adaptation of a German folk song. 

Now it’s time to enjoy latkes, sufganiot, gifts and the joy of the festival that our people have celebrated 
in this same tradition for many centuries!



Hanukkah Blessings and Songs

,      

    

.    

Ba-ruch a-ta Adonai, E-lo-hei-nu me-lech ha-o-lam

A-sher ki-d’sha-nu b’mitz-vo-tav

V’tzi-va--nu l’hadlik ner shel Hanukkah

Blessed are you Lord our God, sovereign of the universe,
who has sanctified us with His commandments and commanded us to light the Hanukkah lights.

,      

    

.   

Ba-ruch a-ta Adonai, E-lo-hei-nu me-lech ha-o-lam

She-a-sa ni-sim l’a-vo-tei-nu, ba-ya-mim ha-heim,

Ba-z’man ha-zeh

Blessed are you Lord our God, sovereign of the universe,
who performed miracles for our ancestors in those days at this time.

     

    ,

.  

Ba-ruch a-ta Adonai, E-lo-hei-nu me-lech ha-o-lam

She-he-chi-yanu, v’ki-y’ma-nu, 

V’hig-i-ya-nu la-z’man ha-zeh.

 Blessed are you Lord our God, sovereign of the universe,
who has kept us alive, sustained us, and enabled us to reach this season.

Hanerot Halalu
Ha-ne-rot ha-la-lu a-nach-nu mad-li-kim

Al ha-ni-sim v’al ha-nif-la-ot, v’al ha-t’shu-ot

V’al ha-mil-cha-mot she-a-si-ta l’a-vo-tei-nu

Ba-ya-mim ha-heim ba-z’man ha-zeh,

Al y’dei ko-ha-ne-cha ha-k’do-shim.

           

                

 ,    

    

.     ,  

We light these lights for the miracles and the wonders,
For the redemption and the battles that you made for our forefathers
In those days at this season, through your holy priests.

Maoz Tzur
Ma-oz tzur ye-shu-ati, l’cha na-eh l’sha-bei-ach

Ti-kon beit t’fi-la-ti, v’sham to-dah n’za-bei-ach.

L’eit ta-chin mat-bei-ach, mi-tsar ham-na-bei-ach

Az egmor, b’shir miz-mor, chanukat ha-miz-bei-
ach.

     

     

    

     

Rock of Ages, let our song praise Your saving power,
You, amid the raging foe, were our sheltering tower.
Furious, they assailed us, but Your help availed us,
And Your word broke their sword when our own strength failed us.


