
 

 
High Holy Days 
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Friday, September 2, 2022 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
As we approach Rosh Hashanah this year, we are especially conscious of customs and memo-
ries from years past as well as the new steps we take as a community in the evolution of Con-
gregation Am Tikvah. This is an exciting time forAm Tikvah -- "The People of Hope." It 
is the beginning of a New Year and a new chapter for the Jewish community on the southside 
of San Francisco. 
 
For this exciting time in our history, we invite and welcome everyone in the community to 
join us for the Yamim Noraim, "the Days of Awe." Let us welcome all to our haimish 
"warm" community. Let us help all who are here to make this growing congregation their Jew-
ish home. ALL ARE WELCOME WITHOUT CHARGE. Please spread the word to anyone you 
know who may be interested! 
 
While the COVID pandemic has not abated, we must gather, pray, sing, and celebrate with 
certain precautions. Our Medical Committee has provided guidance so we can join together 
in a way that keeps all of us - young and old, robust and those with health challenges - safe. 

• Multi-access services means we with gather in person in the Brotherhood Way sanc-
tuary, which offers plenty of space for distancing. We also have a Zoom, YouTube 
and/or Facebook live-streamed option for many of our services. Our tech experts will 
make the experience as smooth as possible. 

• Health precautions: We ask all who join us in person to be (a) vaccinated to the full-
est extent possible, (b) safely masked with a well-fitted KN 95 (or better), (c) maintain 
social distancing to the best of ones ability. 

• When you join in person, please be prepared to answer basic questions concerning 
any points of contact or symptoms of COVID-19. 

Our services with music and teachings will be led by individuals who are integral parts of our 
community. Rabbi Danny Gottlieb and Rabbi Aura Ahuvia will both be with us in person 
in San Francisco from Rosh Hashanah through Yom Kippur.  
 
We will hear the sounds and voices of Shir Tikvah "Sing Hope!" This is our volunteer choir 
led by Ariela Morgenstern, our talented cantorial soloist. We also look forward to hearing 
the music, teachings, and gifts of our beloved emerita, Cantor Linda Semi, and the partici-
pation of many community members. 



 
Services will be held at Am Tikvah's Brotherhood Way location: 625 Brotherhood Way, 
San Francisco, CA. Tashlich takes place at Lake Merced. 
 
The clergy will lead services from the prayer book, Machzor Lev Shalem "Full Heart," which 
embraces the traditions and liturgies of both Conservative and Reform streams of Jewish Life. 
 
There are many powerful and compelling aspects of Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur that 
touch on the beloved customs of each historic congregation. We embrace many customs of 
the past while also exploring new directions. One of the new directions is Rabbi Aura's inno-
vative service. Some of the past customs include Rabbi Danny and Ricki's hike in Pacifica 
on Rosh Hashanah Day 2, and Frank Kurtz's tashlich after Rosh Hashanah Day 1 service. In 
addition to these aspects, there will also be opportunities for music, meditation, and study on 
the afternoon of Yom Kippur. The Ark will be open during the afternoon service and during 
Neila for private prayer. 
 
L'shanah tovah tikateivu v’tichatitamu -- May we all be written and inscribed for a good year! 

Shanah tovah umetukah -- For a good and sweet new year! 
 
L’Shalom, 
 
Sharon Bleviss, Co-President    Joshua Goodman, Co-President 
 
Rabbi Emeritus Danny Gottleib    Rabbi Aura Ahuvia 
 
Kathy Chaikin, Co-Chair,     Frank Kurtz, Co-Chair 
High Holy Day Planning     High Holy Day Planning 
 
Adam l. Inlander, Executive Director 


