Welcome Home
Congregation Beth David

We have truly reached a milestone in the history of
Congregation Beth David. Together, with the hearts, minds
and hands of so many we have created a Temple of esthetic
grace that fills us with pride and purpose. Our Temple now
takes its proper place in the community and will henceforth
provide nurture of the spirit and mind for all who enter its
doors. We look forward to our continuing growth and fully
appreciate that our new Temple home will provide sacred
space to pray, study and assemble. Environmentally, we
raise consciousness not alone by the beauty of the structure
as it sits upon the land but by the challenge it offers us all to
preserve and honor the fragile nature of the world around us.
May God’s blessings flow outwards from this sacred setting
as a living example of our Jewish ethics and values. May they
shine forth as a beacon for all who are searching for harmony
and peace.  
B’shalom,

Rabbi Norm Mendel

Isaiah 42:6 says: “I, God, have called you in righteousness. I took
you by the hand and kept you; I made you into a covenant for the
people, a light to the nations.”
All of us join together with joy in dedicating our new
Temple. Not since our congregation’s founding in 1959 have
we shared an event equal to the establishment of this new
home situated at the base of San Luis Obispo’s awe-inspiring
peaks. Together we feel a sense of pride in the communal
accomplishment we have now achieved. Without question,
our new home will provide a vibrant, spiritual, educational,
and social center for our community now, and long into
the future. As the work continues let us go from strength to
strength.
May our Temple be a bright light to our community.
B’shalom,

Rob Lewin, President

Congregation Beth David
searched for over a quarter of a
century before purchasing this
92-acre parcel on December 3,
2001, located on the edge of the
City of San Luis Obispo at the
corner of Los Osos Valley Road
and Foothill Boulevard

It is an honor to be chosen to design a house of worship. This honor comes with
important responsibility because the hopes and aspirations of so many people
depend upon the outcome.
Our goal has always been to design a building that is a flowing synergetic whole.
That means creatively responding to the program needs, the physical and spiritual
challenges and opportunities of the site, an appropriate expression of Judaism,
ecological site planning, the approval process, green building concepts, natural
lighting, acoustics, structure, the materials, the cost, the endless details, the
construction process, color, finishes, etc. and somehow achieving a whole that is
more than the sum of these innumerable parts and processes.
We consider ourselves very fortunate to be aided in the long design and
construction process by the wonderful design committee that Congregation Beth
David had entrusted with this effort. Leslie Cohn, Mike Blum, and Paul Wolff
provided a vast wealth of knowledge and experience, an honest and thorough
working style and the stamina to be a daily part of the design process from the
earliest conceptual sketches to the formal details three and a half years later.
The synagogue is on a beautiful site at the edge of the city. Concentrating facilities
allows maximum open space, protection from wind and noise, and preservation
of view corridors. Parking is screened by berms and trees that form wind and

noise barriers. Linear windbreaks, traditional in this area, are also
employed. The landscape is dominated by native plants, with
the addition of a few Mediterranean species that have religious
significance. The building uses courtyards and solar dormers which
double as wind foils to create wind and noise shadows and allow
night ventilation for passive cooling.

The San Luis Sustainability Group
Architectural Design Team consists
of Polly Cooper, Ken Haggard, Rich
Beller, and Scott Clark. In this photo
Polly and Rich review the synagogue design.

The building incorporates a central courtyard which is surrounded
on all four sides. The design objective of the courtyard is to provide
an assembly area for events, weather permitting. The building
is located in an area with moderate to high winds during most
times of the year. Weather data for 5 years was provided by a
station located on the property. Wind protection was employed in
the site plan by planting larger trees to provide a wind screen for
the building. A computer model was developed to determine the
magnitude of the wind in the courtyard area and assist designers
when determining the best building design so that the courtyard
could be used for events. The results from the computer model
determined that the maximum wind speed in the courtyard was
approximately one-eighth of the upstream wind speed, so if the
wind speed is 30 miles per hour outside, the maximum wind speed
in the courtyard should be approximately 4 miles per hour. Studies
similar to this one were conducted on all aspects of the project to
help the architectural team validate the design.

Polly Cooper

San Luis Sustainability Group

Much of the project planning, coordination
and administration was done by volunteers

Peggy Schiller has been extremely
helpful and efficient throughout.
Our new synagogue wouldn’t
have been possible without a
major fund raising effort. Barney
Reitner has done an incredible
job with our Capital Campaign
along with Linda and his entire
committee.

Our new synagogue was only
possible due to the efforts of
dozens of design and construction
professionals and hundreds of
dedicated volunteers. Paul Wolff’s
many years of experience as an
architect, teacher, and as a member
of Congregation Beth David have
been absolutely invaluable. Leslie
Cohn has a keen eye for design
and has been an important factor
in the beautiful synagogue we
have built.
Rami Shani has always been
willing to put his considerable
business and management talent
to work for Beth David in solving
problems we have encountered.
The Site and Building Committee
has been made up of many
other talented volunteers: David
Leipziger, Ed Dorfman, Mitch
Wolf, Rob Lewin, Bob Turbow,
Gregg Loberstein, Mike Lifter,
Steve Saldo, Jan Durocher, and
Rabbi & Heather Mendel.
We had many subcommittees
including Administrative,

Religious School, Social Hall
& Kitchen, Program, Library,
Security, Audio Visual &
Telecommunication, LEED,
Furnishings, and Artwork &
Ritual. Some of the volunteers on
these committees — in addition
to those already mentioned above
— included Maureen Sharon, Andi
Portney, Ivan Simon, Tirtza Abuan,
Marlie Schmidt, Rivka Houseman,
Brenda Hock, Patti Robbins,
John Gilbert, Elaine Shani, Lisa
McCann, Chuck & Judy Edelson,
Fred Russell, Jeff Portney, Jim
Gardner, Phil Cohl, Justin Purchin,
Josh Lober, and Bob & Laurie
Wolf.
Important help was also provided
by George Pudlo, Ricki & Menzo
Baird, Phil Bauman, Julie Hock,
the Beller family, Adam Daner,
Judith O’Halloren-Rosen, Robbie
Robbins, Trisha Oksner, and Mike
Nunley. Tim Carmel has been
invaluable in the development
approval process and in legal
matters relating to the project.

In addition to all those mentioned
above (and all of those who
haven’t been mentioned) are the
spouses and family members of
our volunteers who generously
shared their loved ones with our
Temple family during this project.
I’d especially like to recognize
Karen, Marlene, Lisa, and Helen
who were extremely supportive
of me during the extended period
while I chaired the Site and
Building Committee.
We also owe thanks to the many
people who have helped in less
visible — but no less important
— ways. These include both
members and non-members who
have made pledges and donations,
attended focus groups, filled
out surveys, attended meetings,
wrote letters, reviewed plans
and models, called and e-mailed
with helpful comments and
suggestions, and all of those who
picked-up, cleaned-up, planted,
painted, and did many other tasks.
One of the most gratifying
aspects of this whole effort
for me has been the degree to
which our entire congregation
has come together to realize our
shared dream of a new home for
Congregation Beth David.

Mike Blum

Site and Building Chair

A synagogue is not recognizable
merely by its style, the way a
church is with its steeple and
cruciform design. Instead,
synagogues often appropriate
the styles of architecture from
the places where they are built.
From their earliest sketches, the
San Luis Sustainability Group
drew upon the vernacular style
of farm complexes with wind
rows. Throughout the county you
can see farmland punctuated by
rows of trees. These trees serve
as wind breaks for barns and
houses that are grouped together,
also as shelter from the elements.
The protected courtyard of our
building is a clear interpretation of
this traditional form.
The architects also drew
inspiration from the site itself.
As well as creating a building
that utilizes the sun and wind
for light, heating and cooling, its

flowing quality expresses their
understanding of the site as a
place of wind and birds. Even the
shape of the sanctuary, inside and
out, brings to mind the sweep of
wind and birds in flight.
This aesthetic feeling continues
in the courtyard trellis, which
eventually will support vines.
The curve of the trellis at the front
doors echoes that of the sanctuary
roof. We’ve come to call this the
“blessing trellis” since its beams
form a stylized version of the
ancient priestly benediction: two
hands, held high, thumbs together
with the spaces between the
middle and ring fingers forming a
wide “V”.
For the interior we have used
colors and materials that meet the
requirements of a green building
and harmonize with the building’s
exterior and the landscape. The

curved walls of the hub were
designed to hold the beautiful
paintings by Marie Cedars. The
hub wall that is painted green will
eventually hold a tree of life with
a new trunk and branches and
with the leaves and apples from
our old synagogue building on
Augusta Street. We have engaged
the Laurie Gross Studios in Santa
Barbara to design the ritual
objects to transform our sanctuary
from a space that is majestic yet
intimate into a sacred worship
environment.
It has been my pleasure to be a
part of the synagogue design team
and to see this process from its
inception to the present day.

Leslie Cohn

Site and Building Committee

Ground Breaking Ceremony, June 19, 2005

The first shovelfuls of earth
are turned over by Barney
Reitner, Chair of the Capital
Campaign, Mike Blum, Site
and Building Chair, and Rob
Lewin, Temple President

Congregation Beth David’s new
synagogue building represents
an innovative bridge between
past and future, continuing
centuries of Jewish values and
tradition as a house of worship,
a place for study, and a center for
cultural enrichment and meeting.
It also embodies the Jewish
doctrine of tikkun olam, (repairing
the world) by using sustainable
design and “green building”

methods and materials designed
to have minimal environmental
impact.
The site was acquired in 2001,
ending a 25-year search. Of its
92 acres, 62 are permanently
reserved for agriculture and open
space. After an intensive study
of our members’ needs including
congregational surveys and
focus groups, our architects, the
San Luis Sustainability Group,
were commissioned to design a
“green” building that enhances
the environment, conserves
energy and meets the needs of
a growing congregation. The
general contractor, S.J. Deferville
Construction Inc., was selected
based on long experience
in construction of religious
buildings on the Central Coast.
The ground breaking ceremony
that took place on June 19, 2005
was well-attended and members
and friends of all ages helped get
the project off to a good start.

The construction involved
extensive site preparation
work including highway improvements, drainage, water
and waste-water systems,
parking, and landscaping

Construction begins July 11, 2005

These three views all show the
sanctuary during various phases
of construction. Massive foundations were poured for both support and to save energy — the
cement adds thermal mass to the
building and thus captures solar
energy. There were 18,000 tons of
concrete used in the building.

The building’s framing was very challenging to construct due to a variety of
angled walls and curved elements.
At right, Beth David children help plant
the landscaping during Tu B’shevat.

The facility is designed to be an integral part of the
unique landscape, to complement the environment,
to be inviting and intimate. The aesthetic
integration of three primary objectives governed
the design of the new synagogue for Congregation
Beth David: to comfortably accommodate the
diverse user needs, to create a sustainable facility
which enhances its environment and conserves
energy, and to have the flexibility to accommodate
growth and ever-changing needs.
Outside, the entry plaza’s four olive trees mark
a landscape of native plants requiring minimal
water, behind a 10’ high landscaped berm that
serves as a protective screen from wind, traffic
noise, and glaring lights as well as providing a need
to slow down prior to entering a facility designed
for prayer, assembly, and study.

March of the Torah, December 3, 2006
Young and old joined in a six
mile procession with our three
Torah scrolls from the old
synagogue to the new one.

The march paused at the
entrance to the County
Courthouse, where we
were joined by Mayor Dave
Romero and other friends.

Panorama by Chuck Edleson; all other
photographs on this page by Amy
Levinsohn/White Wolf Studio © 2007

Paul Wolff and San Luis Sustainability
Group architects, Ken Haggard, Polly
Cooper, and Rich Beller prepare to
place the mezuzah on the doorpost of
the sanctuary at the conclusion of the
March of the Torah. A feast prepared
by Tirtza Abuan and fellow volunteers
awaited all in the new Social Hall.

Paul Wolff was a guiding force behind this project since 1975

The San Luis Obispo Sustainability
Group, Ken Haggard, Polly
Cooper, Rich Beller and Scott
Clark, have designed our new
home to exemplify the second
option. The “bagel” scheme
consisting of a central courtyard
surrounded by the building was
the final consensus after the study
of many alternatives. Today our
synagogue dramatically illustrates
that architecture has the power to
influence behavior, making prayer
more meaningful, promoting reading
or chance encounters. Congregation
Beth David rates high on what I
consider six essential qualities of a
synagogue: functionality, flexibility,

sustainability, dynamics, inspiration,
and accessibility. And on top of that
it is beautiful!
I have concentrated my graduate
studies as well as 23 years of
teaching on the relatively young
field of Environmental Psychology
— the interface of human behavior
and the built environment. Freud
put it simply as, “we shape our
buildings and our buildings shape
us.” In the short span of time since
we carried our three Torahs six
miles across town to our new home
we can already see how well our
facility shapes us by comfortably
accommodating an ever growing
rich variety of community activities.
To reach this point, where Beth
David is finally an integral part of
the San Luis Obispo community,
actually took much longer.
The seeds for this facility were sown
in October, 1975 when the first
site and building committee for the
Temple was formed. In September
1983, I asked my 4th year Cal
Poly architecture design studio to
design a “Synagogue for San Luis
Obispo.” It is interesting to recall the

description of the Sanctuary: “The
Sanctuary will have an ambience of
inspiration, meditation, joyfulness,
reverence, peace, timelessness,
airiness, quiet, warmth and dignity.
It will be a comfortable room with
fixed seating in a semi-circular
or angled configuration (to bring
people together and to facilitate
participation).”
The search for a suitable site was
a sporadic effort that consumed
the next 17 years. It was not until
December 3, 2001 that this dramatic
site, just outside the city limits, was
purchased. Exactly 5 years later, on
December 3, 2006, we moved in. In
total, the process occupied hundreds
of dedicated people over a period
of 31 years. It is not over. It should
never be over. Maintaining an active,
dynamic “place of study, gathering
and prayer” requires continual input
from all of us. The built environment
can be adapted to respond to our
changing needs. I hope to continue
my participation in that process.
Paul Wolff

Site and Building Committee
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We have two options available in
our interactions with the forms and
spaces that surround us: we can
adjust our behavior to accommodate
the environment (for example
narrow enclosed hallways that
permit only single file circulation) or
we can create an environment that
will accommodate and even promote
our behavior (such as wide open
corridors that allow for conversation
and interaction).

Photograph by Allyson Magda © 2007

A year of new beginnings:

first Bat Mitzvah, first day of Religious School, first Purim Carnival

Upon entry to the building, one
is able to see the basic layout,
which is shaped like a bagel:
the building surrounds a central
courtyard which serves to orient
you from almost any point in
the facility. The three primary
roles of a synagogue are also
the three major activity areas of
the design: the foyer and social
hall as a place of gathering,
the library and classrooms as
a place of study, the sanctuary
as a place of prayer. Of course
no place of gathering for Jews
would ever work without food,
so we have included the essential
kitchen. The only other area
consists of the administrative
spaces: reception, administration
and rabbi’s office. The major
east/west axis focuses on the
sanctuary and ark at the east end,
facing Jerusalem.
The sanctuary, chapel, social
hall, lobby, library, conference
room, classrooms, full kitchen,
youth lounge, gift shop and
administrative offices total
16,190 square feet. The design
emphasizes maximum flexibility.

The sanctuary seats 337. This
capacity is expandable to 460
with removable soundproof
partitions. The social hall is
expandable for social gatherings,
conferences, dining, concerts and
classes.
Accessibility features include
wide corridors, gentle ramps
and lever door handles to
accommodate people with
disabilities. Finish materials
used include non-toxic paint and

carpeting, recycled newsprint
insulation, hand-troweled
strawbale walls, and “Pyrok”
acoustical ceiling treatment.

The blessing trellis under which all walk to enter the building is
formed in a stylized version of the ancient priestly benediction
found in Numbers 6:24-27. These fifteen poetic words are a blessing used during the worship service as well as at special occasions.
Parents bless their children with these words at the Shabbat table
and these sacred words can be heard at B’nai Mitzvah ceremonies,
weddings and baby namings.
To give the blessing, both hands are spread to the shape of the
Hebrew letter shin, the first letter of one of God’s names—Shaddai,
Almighty.

May God bless you and keep you.
May God’s countenance shine upon
you and be gracious to you.
May God’s countenance be lifted
toward you and grant you peace.

A sustainable, green synagogue, by design

Photovoltaic panels on the
roof help defray the electric
costs, which are already
minimal compared to similar
buildings. The excellent
daylighting and natural
ventilation contribute to this
efficiency.

Tikkun olam (repairing the world) is exemplified by a solar-heated,
naturally-ventilated, solar-powered building which has:
• 222 windows, 10 skylights,
and 21 solar light tubes,
bringing natural daylight to
all areas
• a photovoltaic array which
provides 50 percent of
electrical needs
• motion detector light
switches in all rooms to save
energy by turning off lights
when rooms are unoccupied
• extra thick concrete floors,
concrete walls, strawbale
walls, and south-facing water
tank walls to create thermal
mass that stores heat from
the sun and cools the building
in the summer

• a computer-driven system
that monitors exterior and
interior climates to open
and close 138 windows and
skylights automatically for
optimum efficiency
• individual room thermostats
and gas fireplaces for
supplemental heat in only
those areas being used
• a site landscaped with waterconserving native plants
• bio-swales to reduce storm
water pollution
• a recovery program for
Congdon’s Tarplant, a
threatened plant species
found on the site

To allow for passive solar heating,
south orientation is needed for the
greatest number of rooms. Night
ventilation also requires outside
access. However, orientation
requirements in this project have
two added dimensions. One is to
protect outdoor space from the
uncomfortable cold west-northwest and east-north-east winds off
of the ocean and the noise of the
highway which is carried by the
winds. Second is the need to face the
sanctuary east, which is traditional
in synagogue design. The result is
a building with the long dimension
to the south, with courtyards shaped
to create wind shadows, allowing
natural light, heat, ventilation and
views to the interior. Early computer
modeling of the building allowed
design optimization in the design
development phase of work. As a
result, passive heating and cooling
will be accomplished for a majority
of the year.

Back-up heating will be little used,
but when necessary room heaters
will come on. Major spaces have
decorative units where the glow of
the fire adds ambiance and reminds
the users that this precious energy is
being expended wisely.

The sanctuary is on the east end
of the building with an overhead
lantern facing south for solar
heating, natural lighting, and natural
ventilation. The sanctuary utilizes
solar gains to offset heating by
conventional means. There is south
facing glazing in the occupied space
and in the overhead lantern area. The
two spaces are separated by “clouds”
which were included for acoustical,
lighting and aesthetic purposes. In
order to insure that thermal comfort
was possible, a three-dimensional
computer model was used in order to
test various designs for distributing
the solar gains from the lantern area
to the occupied space via the air,
during the winter design condition in
January.
Passive conditioning, using winter
heat from the sun and the coolness
of night air in the summer and
fall, requires some interior thermal
storage. This building incorporates
tiled concrete slab floors, 9” thick
steel tanks of water (solar radiators),
masonry walls, and concrete stucco
on the interior surface of the straw
bale wall surfaces to store this
thermal energy. Automatic controls
moderate the temperature, light and
fresh air. Windows open and close
as necessary and electric lights
are turned on when the daylight is
insufficient and off when the rooms
are unoccupied.
The result of all this is the new home
for Congregation Beth David, the
first green public building in San
Luis Obispo County. Congregation
Beth David should be complimented
for pioneering this important new
direction in architecture.

Polly Cooper

San Luis Sustainability Group

Congregation Beth David has
registered with the U.S. Green Building
Council for recognition of the new
synagogue as a high-performance
green building qualifying for LEED
Certification, “Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design”
Nests such as this one are located
on the site to attract barn owls as a
natural means of pest control

A recovery program for Congdon’s
Tarplant, a threatened plant species,
was implemented on the site. Seeds
gathered on or near the site were handplanted in special ponds which favor
their germination. Water running into
the ponds first flows through bio-swales
designed to minimize pollution from
stormwater runoff.

The LEED® (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design)
Green Building Rating System™
is a voluntary building certification program that defines highperformance green buildings,
which are more environmentally
responsible, and healthier structures. LEED was created to establish a standard of measurement
for what constitutes a “green”
building. LEED serves as a design guideline for green building
and offers third party validation
of a building’s green features.
LEED evaluates buildings in
the following areas: Sustainable

Sites, Water Efficiency, Energy
& Atmosphere, Materials &
Resources and Indoor Environmental Quality. Within these
credit areas, points are available
and depending on the number
of points a project earns determines the level of certification
the building will be awarded.
There are four progressive levels
of certification: Certified, Silver,
Gold and Platinum.
Developed by the U.S. Green
Building Council, LEED rating
systems are developed through
an open, consensus-based process in USGBC committees. Each

volunteer committee is composed of a diverse group of practitioners and experts representing a cross-section of the building
and construction industry. Any
USGBC member can serve on a
committee, and all committee
procedures and proceedings are
available at www.usgbc.org.
LEED certified buildings have
lower operating costs, higher occupancy rates, and happier and
healthier occupants than conventionally constructed structures.
Certification under LEED is third
party validation that a building
is green.

A custom control system for natural heating and cooling
was designed for Congregation Beth David. The Temple
office enters a schedule in the computer indicating the
day and time of all events. Each room has a thermostat
and carbon dioxide sensor connected to a central control
unit. When solar heat is insufficient, individual space heaters warm
just the room needing the heat. When the space becomes either too
warm or has an increased level of carbon dioxide due to the number
of people in the room, the computer control system sends a signal for
windows to begin staging open. There are 138 windows and skylights which are automatically controlled throughout the building.

The artwork of Marie Cedars will adorn
the walls of Congregation Beth David

Six Days of Creation, a series of
paintings by artist Marie Cedars will be
permanently on display in the hub at
Congregation Beth David. Each Spring,
during the Holocaust Remembrance,
the Six Days of Destruction will also be
on exhibit.

Len Cedars and Leslie Cohn prepare to exhibit the artwork by Marie Cedars

Remembering Marie Cedars
Dr. Marie Meisel Cedars was born
in Paris, France, immigrating as
an infant to New York City. She
attended Erasmus Hall High
School for the Arts in New York
and received a B.A. in Fine Art
at the University of Rochester,
an M.A. in French from Texas
Christian University, and a Ph.D.
in French Literature from the
University of Texas at Arlington.
She also studied art at the Pratt
Institute in Brooklyn, the Brooklyn
Museum, and TCU. Marie’s
dramatic artistic style contrasted
with her refined nature. Small and
slender with a quiet voice, Marie
communicated an intense and
powerful inner voice by means of
highly vivid colors and rich detail.
Dr. Cedars was a devotee of Elie
Wiesel, the great humanitarian,
writer, and Holocaust survivor.
Her series of 12 paintings housed

at Congregation Beth David was
inspired by the book Six Days
of Destruction by Elie Wiesel
and Albert Friedlander, which
juxtaposes the six days of creation
as set forth in Genesis with six
chronicles depicting the horrors
of the Holocaust. These paintings
abound in intriguing symbolism,
as they contrast the grandeur and
perfection of creation with the
depravity and destruction of the
Nazi Holocaust.

It was Dr. Cedars’ hope that her
paintings would serve to inform
and educate future generations
regarding this tragic time in
our history and to ensure that
the lessons learned from it are
never forgotten. In keeping with
that purpose, her husband and
children have generously donated
the paintings to Congregation Beth
David.

Above, Rich Beller and Ken Haggard
of the San Luis Sustainability Group
review plans with Steve Deferville, general contractor for the new synagogue
Left, Danny Carey, Job Superintendant
with Steve Deferville and Paul Wolff
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Congregation Beth David is a Reform Jewish congregation
which seeks to provide an environment where a wide range of Jews will
feel welcome and comfortable, and be active in their practice of Judaism.
Our religious and educational programs, and social activities for all ages
and backgrounds, allow members to integrate Jewish values into their
everyday life. In so doing, our members foster Judaism in San Luis Obispo
County, help our children develop stronger Jewish identities, and nurture
spirituality within and beyond the Jewish community.
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