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March Events

3/6 Purim Service &
Shpiel

3/8
TAFI- Mother Kelly's

3/10 
Girl Scout Shabbat

3/13
Defensive Driving Class

3/15 & 3/29
Cantor's Class

3/17 Shabbat Nosh

3/19 Granny's Attic 

3/21
Board Meeting

3/24
PTO Kids Movie Night

3/28 
Sisterhood Fashion
Show

 Published by: Temple Avodah 3050 Oceanside Road, Oceanside, New York, 11572 516.766.6809 avodah.org

https://templeavodah.shulcloud.com/form/golf-outing.html


FRIDAY, MARCH 3RD

6:00PM FAMILY SHABBAT SERVICE

WITH JUNIOR & TEEN CHOIRS

SATURDAY, MARCH 4TH

8:45AM TORAH STUDY VIA ZOOM & IN PERSON

FRIDAY, MARCH 10TH

7:00PM GIRL SCOUT SHABBAT SERVICE

SATURDAY, MARCH 11TH

8:45AM TORAH STUDY VIA ZOOM & IN PERSON

FRIDAY, MARCH 17TH

6:30 PM SHABBAT  NOSH

7:00PM ANNIVERSRY/ BIRTHDAY SHABBAT WITH ADULT CHOIR

SATURDAY, MARCH 18TH

8:45AM TORAH STUDY VIA ZOOM & IN PERSON

FRIDAY, MARCH 24TH

7:00PM SHABBAT SERVICE

SATURDAY, MARCH 25TH

8:45AM TORAH STUDY VIA ZOOM & IN PERSON

FRIDAY, MARCH 31ST

6:00PM  SHABBAT SERVICE

SCHLEPPENWOLF FOLLOWED BY CHAMETZ DESSERT ONEG

March
Service Schedule

 

 IF YOU WOULD PREFER, ALL OF OUR FRIDAY EVENING 

SERVICES ARE AVAILABLE VIA LIVESTREAM. 

Watch for notices for possible changes to services



 In My Opinion
Our values do guide us; we just need to remember them.

If you are in need of the Rabbi for a life cycle emergency and it is after business hours, please contact him at 516-395-1629. Please be

sure to also contact the Temple Office by emailing office@avodah.org, or leaving a message at 516-766-6809.

Centuries ago, people used the stars in the sky to guide them from point A to point B. Today we use WAZE,
Apple Maps or Google Maps, but we still we need to have a GPS telling us how to get to where we want to
go. There’s nothing wrong with that. We need tools and signs to help us move around our complex world.

In the same way, we need guidance in our existential journey. We need a roadmap to tell us how to get to
our maximum human potential. We have the same points of reference in our physical journey as we have
for our daily spiritual lives. They allow us to get to a higher point of being, a better existence, so that our
spiritual life is not disoriented and lost. 

Judaism gives us the way to be better. Our spiritual GPS tells to look for the way to be responsible for one
another, because, "I am my brother's keeper." We know we need to love our neighbor as ourselves. We
need to pursue justice with justice and that nation will not lift sword against nation. If we don't use these
points of reference in our lives, then we will never reach the highest spiritual point. We are not merely
preservers of words, but these values give us direction for how to live. They summoned us to make a
better world. That is our destination. Our road is to battle our moral fatigue. We must assert ourselves
against greed, corruption, oppression, and any kind of human abuse. Our moral path needs to be guided
by ideals that once were honored and followed. 

We have changed because we are becoming blind to and indifferent to the signs on the spiritual road. We
humans represent God with our actions. When we don't follow these directions, we get lost and lose our
divinity and cannot walk in the right direction. We need to re-center our direction on the map of life. It is
imperative that we return to the ideals and visions that have guided so many generations of great people.
We can do it, and we need to do it. Our lives will be so much better if we live a life with direction and a
clear destination. That end of the road needs to be a life of goodness and civility. 

 I know we have all lost emotional balance; it is part of being human. We are imperfect. However, it is not
an excuse to not at least try to achieve human perfection and emulate God's dreams for us: a world of
happiness and peace. A world in which we feel safe, loved, and with full knowledge of the path we need to
take. Let's get to the destination of happiness and prosperity together. 

With hope in us finding the way,

I remain,

Rabbi Uri Goren



 

Cantor's Office hours are Mondays, 1-3pm Please call to make an appointment
516-766-6809 extension 4

.

Cantor's Notes
Our Ma-jew-cal Tradition

 

Taking the Hogwarts Express from Platform 9 3/4 isn’t the only way to learn about magic. You can just open the
Talmud! For many, Jewish magic will evoke images of Bubbes spitting three times to ward off the evil eye. While
Jewish folk culture has plenty of magic to go around, Jews have been exploring the occult since the time of the
Hebrew Bible. Many of the traditions we observe today, from the triple recitation of Kol Nidrei to hanging a
mezuzah, to breaking the glass at a wedding, have their roots in Jewish belief in magic. 

The Torah warns Israelites against practicing magic. But God’s warning may appear inconsistent with God's
miracle during Abraham and Aaron's competition against Pharaoh's sorcerers. In a magical face off, God
transforms Abraham and Aaron's staffs into serpents to demonstrate that their God is more powerful than the
sorcerers’.

 The Talmud delves even further into the supernatural. Detailed descriptions of demons abound in the Talmud,
as well as a spell that will allow you to see them if you'd like. The Talmud also ascribes magical powers to its
sages: Rabbi Yehoshua stops a house from collapsing, Rabbis Hanina and Oshaya create a calf just in time to
have steak for Shabes dinner and, most famously, Rava creates a mute humanoid creature that the Talmud
calls a golem.

The most systematic approach to magic in Judaism comes from the kabbalah, Jewish mysticism. Kabbalists
believed that through study of the Sefer Yetzirah that they could achieve acts of creation. In fact, this is the
method ascribed to Hanina, Oshaya, and Rava in the Talmudic tales recounted earlier. Kabbalists believed that
magic could be accomplished through the manipulation of the letters of the divine name. They also developed
complex systems of angelology, demonology and astrology. Thus, much of Jewish magic centered around
amulets and incantations incorporating kabbalistic formulas and biblical names. We see the influence of these
beliefs in some of the customs of the mezuzah, and in the tradition of repeating liturgical verses a certain
number of times.

And of course, there is a rich Jewish folk tradition of superstitions and charms as well, but it dates back much
further than the shtetl. Recipes for love spells were discovered in the Cairo Geniza, which contains artifacts
spanning the 6th through the 19th century. The concept of a segulah - a benevolent charm - originates in the
rabbinic literature and kabbalah, but you can now find hundreds of segulah formulas online with a quick google
search. There are Rabbis who make their living performing segulot for those seeking health, marriage and
fertility.

If you'd like a more comedic combination of Jews and magic, then don’t miss this year’s Purimshpiel,
Mordecharry Potter and the Goblet of Kiddush, on Monday, March 6th, at 6:00 p.m. Join us for creative,
hilarious, musical and magical reimaging of the megillah performed by our amazing religious school students.
It’s sure to make for an enchanting Purim.

And don’t forget to watch out for those demons, ptui-ptui-ptui.



Message from the President

Diversity. We have been hearing this word so much in the news. What is diversity? It can mean different things to different
people. Mostly, it can be defined as the practice or quality of including or involving people from a range of different social
and ethnic backgrounds and of different genders and sexual orientations. The URJ movement, of which Temple Avodah is
a member, treats diversity as a very important aspect of the movement, as it is in many other fields and workplaces.
Judaism has inclusion as a major tenet, which I hope we all practice in our lives. 

How does Temple Avodah approach diversity? It is part of our daily principles and beliefs. Our motto is: “However you
define your family, we welcome you to ours.” Yes, many believe that our society is using “WOKE” too often, and while that
may be true in various instances, we are not living in the past but moving continuously into the future.

We have adapted diversity in other areas of our Temple life. A little while back when forced by COVID, we introduced
Zoom into our vocabulary and life. Our services and meetings, whether broadcast by Zoom or livestreamed, were
welcomed, and in fact brought greater attendance to our Temple life at a time when people felt isolated. Times continued
to evolve. We re-introduced “in person services” along with the inception of our streaming system, allowing a new way to
volunteer and contribute to Temple life by joining our streaming team. This afforded both those who wished to return in
person AND those who still wished to participate from their homes to attend weekly services.

It also added to those who volunteer on committees to stay in contact and participate without always having to be in
person. Attendance at our Temple board meetings has significantly increased due to our Zoom meetings. Many people
are now learning more about the workings of Temple. They now have more of a say than ever before. Voices are heard.

Now I wish to share with you the following little story. This winter has been quite unusual as we continually hear and
discuss: As I write this, we still have not had snow. Yes, a dusting one evening if you can call it that, but to date nothing.
We have had TWO significant cold waves, but each only lasted a day or three, before returning to temperatures well
above normal.

Our second cold wave started on Friday, February 3, the first Friday of the month. That night I was sitting listening to the
winds howl. The cold was extreme, but it was a Friday night and we had not switched our services totally from hybrid to
Zoom. When I thought about it and shared my thoughts, it was way too late to advise the congregation, so we held our
hybrid services. I had thought when venturing out that night, we might only have a very few people: Rabbi, Cantor, me,
Rob and the designated volunteer who would be streaming services. I was pleasantly surprised when Wendy walked in
and said, “I am here because I did not want you to be alone.” Thank you, Wendy. 

It is amazing that we even had more than a minion. It was our traditional Shabbat services and people came. A new take
on the famous saying from Field of Dreams: “If you build it they will come!” Of course, we had congregants participating
via streamed services. To bring this home, we show our diversity not just in how we as Jews treat our total community,
but also it shows the diversity of how our congregation has been able to handle attendance at Shabbat services, holiday
services and meetings in general. Hybrid has provided this new normal. While some may think it is a stretch to apply the
word diversity to two different concepts, to me it demonstrates how well we function as a Temple and how this is all a
benefit to our community.

See you all at Purim for our Shpiel on Monday, March 6, immediately following Religious School. Parents, don’t worry, we
will be feeding your kids pizza prior to the Shpiel. We need to make lots of noise every time we hear Haman’s name
mentioned to build up our appetite for the hamantaschen and ice cream sundaes which will follow the Shpiel. Please
attend, as we have more surprises that night.   

Marian Keilson, President



Purim is here (Megillah Reading is Monday, March 6th) and so is the Sisterhood Shalach Manot Project. Please support this
annual Sisterhood program by buying or sponsoring a Purim Basket for you and yours to enjoy, or sponsor a basket to send
to the Jewish residents of a local facility! Your donation helps put a smile on someone’s face and fulfills the mitzvah of
Mishloach Manot! Make your payments on the website or send your checks payable to TA Sisterhood to the Temple Office
(still only $18 per basket—why not sponsor more than one?!). A limited number of baskets will also be available at our
megillah reading.

The Book Club is open to paid-up Sisterhood members only. The March discussion will be Lincoln Highway by Amor Towles.
If you are interested in joining, please contact Connie Axelson at Kenaxe@optonline.net. We have great list of enjoyable,
provocative reads planned for the coming months, so check us out!

Get Ready, Get Set, Go—Go clean out your garage, attics, closets and get ready for our Granny’s Attic Sale on Sunday,
March 19th! Sisterhood needs your gently used, unwanted household items, kitchenware, linens, decorative pieces, etc.
(no clothing donations for this sale). Drop your donations to the Annex lobby M-F 3:30-6PM; Saturdays 9AM – 1PM (please
take care not to block the doors!!). As always, in addition to your donations, we can also use a little bit of your time before
and day of our sale! If you can give us an hour or two (or more) of your time we would be happy to have you! Please let the
Temple office know if you can lend a hand with setup the week before the sale (starting Saturday, March 11th). 

If you have a college student, please be sure to submit their campus address to receive Sisterhood college packages. Our
next package will be sent out to our college students in time for Passover. This is a free program for the children of
Sisterhood members, $36 for Temple Avodah non-Sisterhood members or $18 for grandchildren of Sisterhood members.
Contact SheilaLondon.Sisterhood@gmail.com for more information.

We need the support of every Temple Avodah woman to continue raising money and bringing events to our Avodah family!
Sisterhood cannot exist without you! Please be sure to pay your Sisterhood membership dues (still only $36)! Remember
all Sisterhood members can attend our meetings, participate in Book Club and send college packages, attend the Fashion
Show. Come see how we do what we do and be a part of the process. 

If you think you might be interested in joining the wonderful group of women steering our Sisterhood for the coming year,
please reach out to Wendy at wsbrumberg@gmail.com and she will be happy to give you more information about our Board
and what you can expect! We promise, you won’t be disappointed!

Save the date, Tuesday, March 28th for a night to remember! Our always fabulous Fashion Show & Dinner is back, and our
dedicated committee is already hard at work gathering raffle prizes and working with Kombert to plan a fabulous evening! If
you can help with raffle prizes (getting or donating) or are interested in modeling, please reach out to Lynn Peteroy, Renée
Kaufman, Cindy Baumann or Linda Goldstricker. Watch your emails for your invitation!

Temple Mitzvah Day is Sunday, April 30th. Please save the date and watch for details about our role in helping the greater
community! 

The We Care blanket project is ongoing! If you can knit or crochet, you can help by creating a baby blanket (any pattern or
color in acrylic yarn 36 x36” is acceptable) and it will be donated to a local hospital for pediatric patients. Contact Ellyn
Katz (Ellyn143@aol.com) for more information or to make your donation. Sisterhood has some donated yarn available if
you need something new to help you help us.

Our Judaica Shop has everything you need for your own home or holiday gift giving. We can also order kippot and tallit for
your Simchat. Contact Lisa Goldberg at Lisacarolgold@gmail.com or Robyn Drangel Drangel@hotmail.com.

With Love,

Wendy Brumberg & Sheila London
Sisterhood Co-Presidents

mailto:Kenaxe@optonline.net
mailto:SheilaLondon.Sisterhood@gmail.com
mailto:wsbrumberg@gmail.com
mailto:Ellyn143@aol.com
mailto:Lisacarolgold@gmail.com
mailto:Drangel@hotmail.com


The Social Action Committee members are thrilled to once again be organizing a full
slate of Mitzvah Day activities for April 30, 2023 - and we need your help!

Our Annual Food Drive returns to Mitzvah Day this year, so we need teams of drivers
and runners to gather as many canned goods as possible in just a few hours, to fill
the shelves at the Long Beach Soup Kitchen and the Hatzilu Kosher Food Pantry.
Building on what we have done through the Pandemic, we also invite all our
community members to come by, say hello and bring us your cans! 
 
We need everyone to decorate and fill our Giant Tzedekah Box. Other traditional
Mitzvah Day activities - groundskeeping, arts and crafts, and singing - are being
planned. The Torah Study Group will be leading short, open study sessions
throughout the day. If you’ve been curious, this is a great way to give TSG a try.

Mitzvah Day is always a good time to connect with your Temple family - putting the
“social” into “social action” - and we hope to see you there!

There is still time for us to include your Mitzvah Day ideas among the day’s projects,
so if you’re inspired, contact the undersigned as soon as possible. We can’t wait to
hear what you come up with!

Respectfully submitted,

Paul Engel
paulmengel@hotmail.com            
Lisa Goldberg
lisacarolgold@gmail.com
Betsy Meyerson
tortgirlny@aol.com

Social Action In Action
SAVE THE DATE!

SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE ANNOUNCES
MITZVAH DAY - APRIL 30, 2023

mailto:paulmengel@hotmail.com
mailto:lisacarolgold@gmail.com
mailto:tortgirlny@aol.com


What’s in a Name? An interesting question that 5th graders and their parents explored
recently during a Family Education Workshop. Names are important in Judaism. Last month,
we began reading the second book of the Torah, Shemot or Exodus (in English). Shemot
(names) starts with listing the names of the sons of Jacob who went to Egypt - 11 sons plus
Joseph who was already there. They in turn became the 12 tribes of Israel. 

Our tradition has a lot to say about naming customs, though it's important to recognize that
these are traditions, not Jewish halakah (laws) that are passed on in families and different
communities. For example, Ashkenazi Jews (European, Eastern European) are usually named
in memory of a deceased relative or loved one. Sephardic Jews (from Spain, Turkey, North
Africa and the Middle East) often name their children in honor of a grandparent or living
relative. In some traditional communities, children are named after people in the Torah, so
someone born in the month of Adar, when we celebrate Purim, might be named Mordechai or
Esther. In Israel, children may be named for seasons Aviv (spring) or nature. When my friend
Aviva and her family emigrated from Tunisia to Israel, her family was asked to change her
more traditional name to an Israeli name when she started school. We discussed the times we
use our Hebrew names - at a bris or simchat bat, wedding ceremony, bnei mitzvah or when we
are called to the Torah for an aliyah and in Religious School. When reciting the Misheberach
prayer for healing, we use both our Hebrew name and the Hebrew name of our mother. 
 
Our names link us to our family, to previous generations and to the Jewish people. Lots of
thought and energy goes into naming our children. When parents name a child, they are
hoping their child will inherit the characteristics of the person they are named for. During our
workshop, parents had the opportunity to share and honor the memory of the person for
whom they named their child, discussing something special about them and sharing pictures.
It was a special moment for our 5th grade community.

B’Shalom, 
 
Phyllis Pellman
Education Director

religiousschool@avodah.org
 

mailto:religiousschool@avodah.org


PTO is drumming up for the spring and it’s going to be a beautiful one! Many
events are in the works: a Girl Scout Sabbath, a possible PTO parents get-
together, and…we are happy to announce the return of our PTO Movie
Shabbat!!!!  We haven’t been able to have that since pre-pandemic, so we are
so excited to get back into our traditions!!!

Don’t forget the Purim Shpiel coming up!  Many of our religious school kids
are performing!!!!  

President, Alyssa Dube
 Vice President, Danielle Davoli 
Treasurer, Lori Izmirly 
Secretary, Sabrina Cohen 



Super Bowl Shabbat



 We are looking for new members to join our "Stream Team".
 

If anyone is interested in learning about what we are doing and how the Livestreaming
works, please join our "Stream Team". We will teach you how to run the show, including
switching cameras, adjusting camera angles, zooming in and out and panning. We have
professional quality equipment here, and you will learn valuable skills while enjoying the
experience. Great for anyone interested in broadcasting, or those who just want to learn!      
This is really cool stuff and a lot of fun!

 
We have some special things planned so please let us know if you have anyone in your
family who might be interested. We’d like this to be the start of a special club at Temple

Avodah, open to all member families.
 

Contact Elliot Shulman: Elliot.shulman@avodah.org for more details
 

Exclusive Club Formed at Temple Avodah

TABM²
There are lots of clubs, committees and groups at Temple Avodah; just prowl around

www.Avodah.Org and you will see them. But when a Temple Member reaches their 83rd
birthday (achieving the biblical lifetime of 70 plus 13 years to reach a bar mitzvah) they are
entitled to have a second Bar Mitzvah with all the responsibilities and celebrations that go

with it. And what a special event that turns out to be!
 

Given that this special event endows the participants with special blessings, the recent
celebrants have decided to form a most exclusive club, a club dedicated to Temple study,

reflecting on their preparation for their second Bar Mitzvah. 
Club participants are entitled to very special treatment TBA. 

 
Interested in joining? Just ask Rabbi Goren for a membership application.

______________________________________________________________________________________
 Temple Avodah "Stream Team"

http://www.avodah.org/


As a tribute to the late 
Art Cooperman's z'l talent and

contributions to Temple Avodah, his
cartoons and commentary will

continue to be run in Temple Topics.

IT

By Merilee Kaufman

…cannot be halted.

Herb, despite more than

a decade-long battle,

employing armaments:

exercise, puzzles,

music, dancing, art, TV,

laughing where he could,

that victor slaughters my man.

Army triumphant --

undefeatable Death.

Loved ones grieve,

smile wanly

until the inevitable

 chooses them.

Herb Kaufman, a long time member, recently

passed away.  His wife, Merilee, wrote the

following poem and would like it to be

shared.  

We again offer her our condolences.



Kombert Caterers
Cocktails!   Dinner!
Dessert!  Dancing!

Contact us at 516-766-6809 for more details!!

Join us in
Celebrating &

Honoring
Rabbi Uri Goren

with a Gala
Retirement Party

Saturday,
 June 17, 2023

7PM

$150/per person
$50/under 12 years old

Payment options & installments available*
*fees apply for credit card payments

https://www.avodah.org/form/rabbi-gala-dinner.html
https://www.avodah.org/form/rabbi-gala-dinner.html
https://www.avodah.org/form/rabbi-gala-dinner.html
https://www.avodah.org/form/rabbi-gala-dinner.html


Temple Avodah

CELEBRATING
RABBI GOREN

Temple Avodah
3050 Oceanside Road Oceanside, NY 11672

avodah.org 516.766.6809

As you know, this is Rabbi Goren's last year
as our spiritual leader at Temple Avodah. Help

us celebrate Rabbi in his concluding year by
sponsoring an Oneg honoring him and

celebrating your special event (anniversary,
bar or bar mitzvah, birthday, or just a 

memorable day in your life).

Click here to Sponsor an Oneg

https://www.avodah.org/form/year-of-the-rabbi-oneg-sponsorship.html


Share Your Memories
Temple Avodah

A Memory Book will be presented to Rabbi Goren at the dinner in his honor.

We invite our members who wish to participate, to contribute a photo or a
note for him to look back on - something to bring a little smile to his face. 

Two facing pages - $720
A full page photo for the memory book is just $360 - 

half page $200 - quarter page $120

All submissions due by April 30, 2023.

Click here to participate!

Questions or help please contact the office at 516-766-6809

https://www.avodah.org/form/photo-memory-book-form.html


We Remember With Love, The Following People Whose Yahrzeits Are

Observed During The Month March

Week of March 3 Week of  March 10 Week of March 17  

 

 

 

Week of March24 

Randall S. Alazraki

Blanche Cherrick

Julius Cohen

Harry Feder

Diane Feinberg

Jerry Fleisher

Rose Friedman

Dorothy Gerberg

Michael Gruber

Anita Hoine

Julia Jacobson

Lillian Lehman

Frieda Lifschitz

PFC Seymour Lippman

Anne Miller

Irving Mizel

Sarah Posner

Lilah Sadownick

Dorothy Segal

Morton F. Siegel

Florence L. Sones

Rachel Stempler- 

Trombetti

Florence Weinberg

Seymour Weiss

Sally Yaverbaum

Leo Zeveloff

 

 

 

 

Rose Burkin

Samuel Chwat

Morton Clement

Sadie Cohen

Ann Lee Friedman

Herman Greenwald

Lillian Kaminsky

Amanda Rose Kanowitz

David Andrew Levine

Melvina Fraser Lipshitz

Seymour Mandel

Martha Mark

Emanuel Mevorah

Semen Portnoy

Benjamin Rosenberg

David Rosenthal

Fanny "Bobe" Rubinstein

Doris Steigbigel

 

 

 

Anita Berger

Morris Berkenblit

Francine Berlin

Louis Bernstein

Bernard Chesner

Stanley Cohen

Gladys Dorfler

Irving Dorfler

Rachel Greenberg

Sydney Horowitz

Gertrude A. Kirsh

Teddy Newmark

Edith Nottes

Elliot Paskoff

Matty Plave

Trudy Sams

Aaron Singer

Sylvia Sisapel

Elias Suntup

Benjamin D. Velella Sr.

 

 

 

 

 

Solomon Abbey

Max Belanoff

Shalom Ben-Amou

Renee Dinoff

Barry Geffner

Marten Ginsburg

Milton Goldsmith

Dr. Abraham Goren

David Henkus

Isadore Levine

Fanny Levy

Henry Lieberman

Lenora Marcus

Alvin Moskowitz

Shelly Perlman-Foster

Alfred Reinharz

Jessie Reiser

Sidney Reiser

Esther Dapin Rose

William Schulster

Sammy N. Simon

Milton Wesler

 

 

 

 

 

Week of March 31 

Marvin Ackerman

Ina Altman

Martin J. Baumann

Helenanne Bider

Ina Cangiano

Andrew Catania

Abe Cooperberg

Sam Cooperberg

Thelma Fain

Hannah Feder

Ethel Gillette

Martin Gruber

Solomon Gubenko

Elaine Frances Kaplan

Mamie Margolis

Jessica Lewis Oresky

Harry Rosman

Baby Lilah Sadownick

Trudy Saperstein

Hermine Shapiro

Shirley Sherman

Gertrude Solomon

 

 

 

 

 



Happy Birthday to Our March Birthdays!

Mazal Tov To Our 
March Wedding Anniversaries!

Scott Bernabeu 3/15

Morris Lipton 3/16

Samantha Adelman 3/17

Joshua Fedor 3/18

Michael Schiller 3/18

Alexa Levine 3/20

Michael Stromer 3/20

Janet Elin 3/21

Addison Manion 3/21

Paul Colella 3/21

Liz Mizel 3/22

Rachel Levine 3/23

If your birthday or anniversary is during the month of March and is not listed

here, please log into your account to add it, or contact the Temple office so

we can update your record. 

Barbara Stern 3/8

Evan Perlman-Gutwein 3/9

Rochelle Lewis 3/9

Jason Gutman 3/9

John Curtis 3/9

Ronald London 3/10

Glenn Manion 3/10

Jillian Oresky-Weston 3/12

Mindy Goldsmith 3/14

Harvey Brodsky 3/14

Marla Gross Mussman 3/14

Elle Toledano 3/14

Ricky Simon 3/23

Charles Liebov 3/25

Barry Chernoff 3/25

Mark DiStefano 3/27

Mark Lebowitz 3/27

Mark Altman 3/27

Marc Maitland 3/27

Edward Gelfond 3/27

Adam Abbey 3/28

Joyce Lipton 3/28

Mitchell Pinsky 3/28

Jennifer & Shawn Bernabeu 3/1

Nella & Vladimir Rabkin 3/1

Darra & Leo Battino 3/3

Marina & Michael Rukhlin 3/7

Mindy & Craig Feinberg 3/9

 

Barry Goldman 3/1

David Kirsh 3/2

Hannah Wiener 3/2

Andrew Wolfe 3/3

Scott Fedor 3/3

Ryan Lepper 3/4

Linda Panzarino 3/6

Ilene Herman 3/6

George Akst 3/7

Gayle O'Keefe 3/7

Benjamin Velella 3/7

Amanda Lazerson 3/8

Come Celebrate Birthday & Anniversary Shabbat 

on  Friday, March 17th at 7:00pm !

Melissa & Gregory Sirochinsky 3/10

Denise & Joel Kass 3/18

Sarita & Ronald Berkenblit 3/23

Amy & John DiStefano 3/29

Jocelyn & Paul Oresky 3/29

Galia & David Myron 3/30



Please let us know if you wish to share any happy news with your fellow
congregants (births, graduations, engagements, weddings, awards received,

etc.).

Thank you to our Oneg Sponsors

3/3/2023     Marilyn Cawal, Lori & Daniel Bader, Leslie & Daniel  
                     Sadownick & Families IHO Rabbi Goren             
3/10/2023   Girl Scouts

Mazal Tov to John Curtis on becoming a Bar Mitzvah
March 18, 2023



ALAN M. KATZ LIBRARY FUND

In Memory Of

Charles Klein from Lynn Peteroy

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN FUND

In Memory Of

Herbert Kaufman from Rita & Dan Henick

Herbert Kaufman from Florence & Jules Tannen

Glenn Waldman from Anne & Stew Gubenko

Herbert Kaufman from Anne & Stew Gubenko

Steven Bialostok from Marilyn Frischling

Herbert Kaufman from Fran & Stewart Skolnick

Herbert Kaufman from Judy & Mark Altman

Herbert Kaufman rom Helena Shayer

Herbert Kaufman from Rose & Bob Epstein

CHILDREN'S EDUCATION FUND

In Honor Of

Thomas Jacoby’s Bar Mitzvah from Anne &

Stewart Gubenko

Tiffany Balanoff from Susan & Benjamin Velella

In Memory Of

Rachel Greenberg from Lenore Greenberg &

Roberta Treacy

Charles Klein from Lynn Peteroy

Herbert Kaufman from Arlene & Rick Fromewick

Eric Adler from Arlene & Rick Fromewick

Donations
GENERAL DONATION FUND

from Michelle & Laurence Margolin

JOAN & ERWIN KOMBERT GARDENS FUND

In Memory Of

Herb Kaufman from Gertrud & Larry Lieberman

MEMORIAL FUND

In Memory Of

Herb Kaufman from Lenore Greenberg & Roberta Treacy

Rebecca Mendelson, Morris Rosen, & Charles Gross

from Norma Harwood

Herb Kaufman from Phyllis Carbone

Steven Bialostok from Susan Chaiken & Morey Tobkes

Herb Kaufman from Susan Chaiken & Morey Tobkes

Speedy Recovery

Ed Fried from Rose & Robert Epstein

MORTGAGE PAY DOWN FUND

In Honor Of

the birth of Talia Lieberman, Larry and Gertrude

Lieberman's Granddaughter from Dennis and Illy

Herman

MUSIC FUND

In Memory Of

Charles Klein from Ann & Elliot Taub

Donations can be made online, by
contacting the office at 516-766-6809,

or by email: mgr@avodah.org



 
Funds: Capital Campaign Fund • Simcha/Memorial Fund, 

Lillian Klein Adult Education Fund, Alan M. Katz
Memorial Library Fund, Amanda Rose Kanowitz Children’s Library Fund, 

Music Fund • Children’s Education Fund
Anita Berger Campership Fund, Sacred Book Fund • Scholarship Fund,

 Rabbi Philmore Berger Leadership
Development Fund, Rabbi Goren’s Discretionary Fund, 

Joan & Erwin Kombert Gardens Fund

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND

In Honor Of

Sheila and Ronald London from Anonymous

the hiring of our new Rabbi from Rami Abada

the Lieberman’s new grandchild from Shelly & Gilbert

Balanoff

Phyllis Carbone’s great grandchild from Shelly & Gil

Balanoff

Charles Liebov on the marriage of Lauren from the

Torah Study Group

In Memory Of

Herb Kaufman from Renee & Jerry & Sean Kaufman

Herbert Kaufman from Robyn Drangel

Herbert Kaufman from Barbara & Dave Kirsh

Herbert Kaufman rom Ellen & Philip Pickus

Herbert Kaufman from Caryle Katz

Herbert Kaufman from Shelly & Gil Balanoff

Donations
Continued

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND (continued)

Speedy Recovery

Richard Ginsburg a r’fuah sh’lemah from Caryle Katz

Bob Epstein & Ed Fried from Ellen & Philip Pickus

Ed Fried from Renee & Gerald Kaufman

Rose Epstein from Ellen & Philip Pickus

Philip Gluck from the Torah Study Group

SIMCHA FUND

Speedy Recovery

Ed Fried from Rose & Robert Epstein





Always a fun part of Purim night is our Purim raffle. 

We have lined up prizes for both adults and children for this
year's raffle. 

We are asking for your support and help by buying and selling
raffle tickets to family and friends. Pricing is as follows:

HappyHappy PurimPurim
Purim Raffles

$10 each
$50 for 6
$80 for 12

Click here to purchase raffle tickets

You do not need to be present to win, but we
hope you will be there. It's a fun night!

Monday, March 6th
 Purim Shpiel 6 PM

3050 Oceanside Rd., Oceanside, NY 11572
517-766-6809 ext 1 or 2

https://www.avodah.org/form/purim-raffles-2023.html


Back By Popular Demand!



MARCH 
FOOD OF THE MONTH

Temple Avodah

PLEASE DROP YOUR DONATIONS IN THE CART LOCATED IN THE VESTIBULE

SPONSORED BY 
TEMPLE AVODAH SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE

SALAD DRESSING, BOXED JUICE & 
CANNED MEAL FOODS

FOOD AND SUPPLIES ARE DELIVERED TO HATZILU, OCEANSIDE
COMMUNITY SERVICE, AND THE LONG BEACH SOUP KITCHEN.

DONATIONS ARE USED TO SUPPORT THE PREPARATION OF OVER
1200 MEALS/MONTH TO PEOPLE IN NEED.



Kosher Nostra 
with Cantor Fox 

 
Note: these classes will be via Zoom Only

 
An historical analysis of the relationship between the

Jewish community and organized crime, including lives of
famous Jewish gangsters. 

 
Dates and Times: 

Wednesday, March 15th from 7:30-9PM 
Wednesday, March 29th from 7:30-9PM
Wednesday, April 19th from 7:30-9PM 

 
Register here!

Temple Avodah
Lifelong Learning Schedule 2023 

Shabbat Torah Study 
 

Note: these classes will be in-person and via Zoom
 

Study the Torah portion of the week. In the temple
library, where masks are worn, or via Zoom. 

 
Dates and Times: 

 
Saturday mornings starting at 8:45 AM 

_______________________________________________________

https://www.avodah.org/form/spring-course-with-cantor-fox.html


Sing with the Adult Choir for
 

a day, a holiday, a season!
 

Find some friends who
enjoy music like you do!
No need to read music!

No need to read Hebrew!
Just a love to sing!

Temple Avodah Adult Choir
Needs You!

Contact:
Cindy Elias at fiddlerce@gmail.com

Connie Axelson at kenaxe@optonline.net
Cantor Fox at cantor@avodah.org

mailto:fiddlerce@gmail.com
mailto:kenaxe@optonline.net
mailto:cantor@avodah.org


Religious School Parents

Sponsor Our Weekly
Kabbalat Shabbat

Temple Avodah

Challah & Grape Juice
In honor of
your child
a birthday

a celebration
In memory of someone special

 Venmo $10. to 
 @Lauren-Kass-Toledano or

send in an envelope to RS
marked with your child's
name. Please include date

requested.

Questions: Phyllis Pellman @
religiousschool@avodah.org

mailto:religiousschool@avodah.org


Temple Avodah

Click here for the delicious menu!

TAFI

Temple Avodah Food Initiative

Delicious & High Quality food from Mother Kelly’s!
 

 Temple Avodah gets a check back from Mother Kelly’s equal to 20%
of the cost of the meals. 

No cost to the member, 20% back to Temple Avodah. 
It’s a win-win.

Please mention Temple Avodah when ordering directly
 with  Mother Kelly's.

Your order can be picked up at the restaurant or 
picked up at the Temple at 5:45 PM.

Support 

Temple Avodah Food Initiative

Wednesday, March 8, 2023

https://www.motherkellysli.com/menu


Celebrate Shabbat with Your Family 
at Temple Avodah!

Open to all families to attend & enjoy!

6:30 pm
Join us for a special meeting with Rabbi Goren

7:00 pm
Shabbat Service

Special Oneg to follow
 

Please RSVP with the number of children attending to:
avodahpto@avodah.org

3050 Oceanside Road, Oceanside New York 11572
 

Temple Avodah

Family Friendly

Girl Scout Shabbat 
Friday, March 10 at 6:30pm

mailto:avodahpto@avodah.org


Your Driver's license
and a copy of the front
a pen
Something to lean on while
writing
a mask

     What you need to bring:

Defensive Driving Class
Save up to 10% on your auto insurance
Get up to 4 points reduced from your

driving record!

For ages 16 & up
Must be a

NYS Licensed Driver

Monday, March 13, 2023
6:00pm
Fee: $60 per person

Classes will be held indoors in our sanctuary -
masks required

Please, NO food in the sanctuary

         Register and pay online (click here) or mail a check to:
                                             Temple Avodah

3050 Oceanside Road
Oceanside, NY 11572

Any questions, call Mindy Goldsmith at 516-764-6857

Temple Avodah

https://www.avodah.org/form/defensive-driving-class-3/13/23.html
https://www.avodah.org/form/defensive-driving-class-3/13/23.html


NOW is the time to donate your unwanted household articles for our sale!
Clear out your cluttered closets, attics, garages & basements.

 
We can use the following:

Lamps, glassware, tools, sporting goods, crystal, giftware, linens, dishes, kitchen items, tableware,
costume jewelry, pots, and pans, serving pieces, gently used toys, games and children’s books,

small furniture, small working appliances, craft & knitting supplies, bric-a-brac, artwork, gardening
tools, etc.

We cannot accept computers or computer software, computer, or video games,
printers, cameras, phones, stuffed animals or books (except children’s books).

 
No clothing please! Save it for our FALL THRIFT SALE.

 
 Donations may be brought to the Rudich Building/Annex starting

 Monday, February 27th as follows:
Monday-Friday 3:30PM-6PM Saturday 9AM-1PM

Do not leave items outside!! Place them in the annex lobby between the two sets of glass doors!
 

Tax letters will be sent to you (only) if you include a self-addressed stamped
envelope with your donation.

Sunday, March 19, 2023
9:00 AM to 3:00 PM

For more information, or to arrange a drop off of
items of value, call 516-766-6809

Temple members are needed and invited to help with
set-up and on the day of the sale!

Temple Avodah 
3050 Oceanside Road Oceanside, NY 11572

www.avodah.org

Granny's Attic

http://www.avodah.org/


Temple Avodah Sisterhood

Granny’s Attic Sale

Sunday, March 19, 2023
9:00 AM-3:00 PM

Huge selection of lamps, glassware, kitchen and tableware, dishes, pots & pans,
linens, tools, sporting goods, giftware, furniture, small appliances, toys, artwork,

crafts, garden supplies, children’s books, and cookbooks
 

BEST BARGAINS IN TOWN!
Bring your family & friends

MASKS ARE REQUIRED!

Temple Avodah Annex
 3050 Oceanside Road
Oceanside, NY 11572

(516) 766-6809



Friday, March 24, 2023 
6:30 pm - 9:00 pm

MOVIE
NIGHT

$20. per child/$36.per family

FUNDRAISER!

PIZZA & TREATS!

Temple Avodah Garden Room 

WEAR YOUR PJ's

Special kid's Shabbat service with
Rabbi Goren & Cantor Fox!

Parents are encouraged to stay & socialize!

CLICK HERE TO JOIN THE FUN!

Please RSVP by March 17th

https://www.avodah.org/form/pto-movie-night-march-24.html


SPRING INTOSPRING INTOSPRING INTO
FASHION...FASHION...FASHION...

FABULOUS FASHIONS 

BY SHERI

TEMPLE AVODAH SISTERHOOD

MARCH 28, 2023

6:30 PM - 10 PM

 

BUFFET DINNER BY

KOMBERT CATERERS

SISTERHOOD MEMBERS $58
NON-MEMBERS $68

CLICK HERE TO JOIN THE FUN!

Pre-pay Incentive
Raffle Tickets $30.00 – 1 Set + 8 Pots of Gold
Raffle Tickets $55.00 – 2 Sets + 16 Pots of Gold
Raffle Tickets $80.00 – 3 Sets + 24 Pots of Gold 

 
 

Checks should be made out to: 
Temple Avodah Sisterhood & mailed to the office.

FABULOUS FASHIONS 

BY SHERI

BUFFET DINNER BY

KOMBERT CATERERS

At door, Raffle tickets $30.00 - 1 set + 5 pots of Gold

https://www.avodah.org/form/sisterhood-fashion-show-2023.html




We welcome Bar/Bat Mitzvah students to contact us if
you want to share your Mitzvah projects. Please supply

us with a flyer detailing your project. 
All are subject to approval by the Temple president.



 

as our management system. You can look at
your account, enter or change information,
pay your bill, make a donation, sign up for
anything, when you are logged into your
account!

REMINDER: Please remember to log into your
accounts before making any transactions. The
login button is located on the top right of the
home page. if it doesn't say, "Welcome (your
name)" you are not logged in. If you need
assistance, please contact Jill or Andrea.

Thank you!

Temple Avodah uses



Marni Berse is a former active temple member who needs a kidney
transplant. She reached out to us in the email below. If you or someone

you know can help please contact Marni by email. 
As Rabbi Goren reminds us, "Pikuach nefesh! Saving a life takes

precedent over everything".
 

Sent: Tue, Nov 29, 2022 8:00 pm
Subject: Marni Berse Needs Your Help

Dear Family and Friends,
As many of you may know, I have been accepted onto the kidney transplant list. I’m asking
you to please pass the word that I’m in desperate need of a kidney.  I’m asking you to please
share this flyer with people on your email list who may know someone who would donate
their kidney to me. You never know who you mention it to that may be a willing donor. Even if
they don’t match me, it could help me get a kidney faster. I appreciate anything you can do to
pass the word. My life depends on it. 

Thanks so much,
Marni Berse

Temple Avodah
3050 Oceanside Rd.
Oceanside, NY 11572

516-766-6809
office@avodah.org

Contact Marni at: hapimarni@gmail.com

For more information on kidney donation go to https://www.mayoclinic.org/tests-
procedures/living-donor-kidney-transplant/pyc-20384838 

Kidney Needed

mailto:hapimarni@gmail.com
https://www.mayoclinic.org/tests-procedures/living-donor-kidney-transplant/pyc-20384838
https://www.mayoclinic.org/tests-procedures/living-donor-kidney-transplant/pyc-20384838




Executive Committee 2022-2023
PRESIDENT
Marian Keilson

1ST VICE PRESIDENT
 Matt Phillips

2ND VICE PRESIDENT
Eric Abbey

3RD VICE PRESIDENT
Elliot Shulman

TREASURER
Corey Aronin

CO-TREASURER
Stewart Gubenko

FINANCIAL SECRETARIES
Larry Lieberman & Beth Friedman Benjamin

SECRETARY
Norma Harwood

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
Gil Balanoff

Trustees 2022-2023
Cindy Baumann
Wendy Brumberg
Robyn Drangel
Alyssa Dube
Josh Fedor
Caasi Gelfond
Lisa Goldberg
Mindy Goldsmith
Dennis Herman
Laura Koss-Fedor
Lauren Levine
Sheila London
Michele Pitkowsky
Carol Rosengarten
Rochelle Sanchez
Morey Tobkes
Saul Wiener
William Ziff

Temple Arms Leadership
Men's Club President
Stewart Gubenko

Sisterhood Co-Presidents
Wendy Brumberg & Sheila London
Sisterhood Representative
Ellyn Katz

PTO President- Caasi Gelfond
PTO Liaison - Danielle Davoli

Voting Past Presidents 2022-2023
Phyllis Carbone
Rick Fromewick
Lenore Greenberg
Dan Henick
Rob Keilson
Joyce Lipton
Scot Mackoff
Philip Perlmutter

Staff
Rabbi Uri Goren
Cantor Amelia Fox
Rabbi Emeritus: Philmore Berger z'l
Education Director: Phyllis Pellman
Bookkeeper/Office Manager: Andrea Cassidy
Temple Administrator: Jill Burns

Custodial Staff
Fredy Naranjo & Eli Hix

Temple Topics 
Mark Milch - Photographer
Phyllis Carbone - Editor
Rob Keilson - Production Supervisor

Let's Support Those Who Support Us!

Temple Avodah


