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FRIDAY, JANUARY 6TH

6:00PM SHABBAT SERVICES CAMP THEME WITH TEEN CHOIRS

SATURDAY, JANUARY 7TH

8:45AM TORAH STUDY VIA ZOOM & IN PERSON

 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 13TH

6:30PM BAR MITZVAH OF THOMAS JACOBY

& SHABBAT SERVICES

SATURDAY, JANUARY 14TH

8:45AM TORAH STUDY VIA ZOOM & IN PERSON

 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 20TH

6:30PM SHABBAT NOSH

7:00PM BIRTHDAY & ANNIVERSARY SHABBAT WITH ADULT CHOIR

SATURDAY, JANUARY 21ST

8:45AM TORAH STUDY VIA ZOOM & IN PERSON

10:00AM BAR MITZVAH OF CARTER QUINTERO

 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 27TH

7:00PM SHABBAT SERVICES 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 28TH

8:45AM TORAH STUDY VIA ZOOM & IN PERSON

10:00AM BAR MITZVAH OF LIAM KAPLAN

 

January
Service
Schedule

 

 IF YOU WOULD PREFER, ALL OF OUR FRIDAY EVENING 

SERVICES ARE AVAILABLE VIA LIVESTREAM. 

Watch for notices for possible changes to services



 In My Opinion
Community Responsibility

If you are in need of the Rabbi for a life cycle emergency and it is after business hours, please contact him at 516-395-1629. Please be

sure to also contact the Temple Office by emailing office@avodah.org, or leaving a message at 516-766-6809.

Personal responsibility is hard. It demands dedication, effort and thought. Responsibility is a way to live
and to relate to others and to the world. Community responsibility is even harder. It requires from us not
only to think about personal responsibility for our own benefit, but also what we need to do for the
community.
 
Community responsibility means that we need to participate in improving society and, of course, the place
we live in. Community responsibility is not a one-time venture fulfilled in one program or one cause.
Poverty will always exist. Social problems may shift depending on our condition and the needs of
humanity, but they will be a part of life. Being a Jew, and especially a Reform Jew, makes us even more
aware of the need for community responsibility. We cannot leave it to someone else to be responsible for
our well-being. We are all responsible for each other.

This is what we are taught in the Pirkei Avot, Ethics of the Fathers. We cannot ignore our community and
the needs of its people. We cannot be blind to our civic responsibility. Every generation faces new
challenges. What really matters is not to ignore them and to act to make our community better. We have
to, as it is taught in the Torah in the Book of Deuteronomy 15:11, "For there will never cease to be needy
ones in our land, which is why I command you: open your hand to your poor and needy."

As Jews, we have to try to end human suffering by being responsible for our community. We have to give
to everyone what we want for ourselves. If we truly act and behave thinking of others, then we take
community responsibility seriously. We cannot turn a blind eye to our community. In our specific case, we
the Reform Jews of Oceanside have an additional community responsibility. Our Temple is our community,
our extended family, an extension of our home. We need to worry about its well-being and success. A
community, like a puzzle, is complete only when every piece is in the correct place and taken care of. 

Next time we think of ourselves, let's not forget where we live and what are the parts of our community
that make us want to be here. Who are the people and institutions that help us to have a purpose? We are
all responsible for each of them, and only when that happens do we have a community. Take a moment
and answer the question: Do we have one? If the answer is yes, then let's keep it being our responsibility.

I am proud and happy to be part of our community and I hope you are too.

I remain forever part of it.

Rabbi Uri Goren 



 

Cantor's Office hours are Mondays, 1-3pm Please call to make an appointment
516-766-6809 extension 4

.

Cantor's Notes
Five Reasons to Choose URJ Camps this Summer

Even though we are bundling up for the coldest part of winter, believe it or not, it is time to start thinking about camp. If
your child is looking for an unforgettable, fun and exciting summer, I cannot recommend URJ Camps more. As a camp
lifer, I can speak firsthand about the important impact that URJ camping has had on my life and my Jewish identity.

I grew up attending Camp Harlam, where I also worked as a counselor and lifeguard after graduating from high school.
In college, I worked as a counselor on Camp Harlam’s six-week NFTY in Israel tour. Most recently, I spent two summers
on the leadership team at URJ Six Points Sci-Tech Academy and one summer on the leadership team at Eisner Camp.
Having experienced camp from so many different angles, I am confident that there is no summer experience quite like
the one your child will have at a URJ Camp. While there are so many reasons that I recommend choosing a URJ Camp
this summer, here are my top five:

1. Pursue a passion— or find a new one! Do you love art, film, theater, video games, science, sports or music? URJ
Six Points Sports, Sci-Tech, and Creative Arts Academies provide an opportunity to take a deep dive into your passion
and find out how it intersects with Judaism. Want to experience a little bit of everything or try something new? Regional
camps like Eisner and Crane Lake offer a dizzying array of activities from sports to arts to outdoor adventure. Whichever
you choose, your child is sure to learn, grow, and find new ways to connect their Judaism with the things they love to do.

2. Financial Aid is Available. The URJ and other Jewish organizations, including Temple Avodah, are committed to
helping make camp affordable to anyone who wants to attend. Financial assistance is available from a variety of
sources; just contact the camp you are interested in to find out more.

3. Experience Jewish Living. At URJ Camps, Judaism is not a scheduled activity period—it is infused into everything
that campers do. Campers are not taught about Jewish values, customs and ideas—they experience them. URJ Camps
immerse campers in Jewish communal life in a way that they will experience nowhere else. Camp builds a sense of
Jewish identity that lasts a lifetime.

4. Find Your People. Friendships made at camp don’t end when the summer does! With so many opportunities to
meet new people, work together, and bond over shared interests, camp fosters bonds that last. With so many different
camp programs to choose from, every camper can find the community where they fit. Camp gives campers a Jewish
community of their own that they can connect with all year round.

5. Be Your Whole Self. Guided by progressive Jewish values, URJ Camps are committed to inclusion and honoring
diversity. Their leaders know that camp is most fun and most powerful when campers are able to be their whole selves.
By living in community with diverse peers and receiving guidance from adult mentors and role models, campers find
opportunities for spiritual and socioemotional growth unique to the immersive setting of camp. Camp helps campers
develop an individual sense of Jewish identity and own it.

Curious to learn more? Come to Camp Shabbat on January 6th to hear firsthand from campers themselves about what
URJ Camp has meant to them. In addition, I am always happy to help answer questions and make connections. Get
ready for an amazing summer!



Message from the President

Hope everyone had a pleasant and enjoyable holiday!

There is much to look forward to at Temple Avodah as we enter the New Year. As I have been announcing, a
special event and evening will be held on June 17th, at which time we will celebrate Rabbi Goren’s tenure as
our spiritual leader. The forms are already on the website to make your reservations for the full dinner
provided by Kombert Caterers. Additional information will also be going out regarding other fun ways to show
your appreciation to the Rabbi during the next several months. Please also carefully watch your Temple e-
mails as at some point, there will be a congregation meeting when we will be voting on a new Rabbi. All very
exciting times.

Despite all of the unpredictable weather, all of our volunteers have been constantly busy working with our
professionals to plan as many programs as possible geared to all segments of our membership. We can always
use more ideas, so if you have any suggestions, skills, or free time, please contact the office. At a service later
this spring, we will be recognizing the dozens of volunteers who contribute in any way to Temple Avodah.
Everyone can observe that it truly takes a village to make our Jewish home be the best it can be and offer so
much to all members.  

As with any family, there can be disagreements and misunderstandings. One thing has always been true,
however: the fact that Temple Avodah is a very warm and welcoming synagogue. Which is why I want to share
a disappointment I recently experienced. A congregant was upset because no one from Temple leadership had
reached out when a loved one was ill. I felt bad that I had not known because I had not been informed of the
illness. I must clarify that even if Rabbi is aware of a situation, he cannot share confidences such as this unless
he is specifically told that it is okay to do so. Therefore, it is up to each individual to advise either me directly,
or the office to contact me that you wish to be contacted. Even if someone’s name is mentioned at our
services as part of the healing prayer, no specifics are known. Remember that we all are connected through
our membership, and are here to support each other in hard times, not only to share in joyous occasions.

You may have noticed that we list simchas in Temple Topics, as we love to share happy occasions and events
(i.e. births, graduations, engagements/weddings, honors/awards, etc.) It is up to each of you to decide if you
wish to share the news with our Temple family, but again, we want to be told of simchas, and if helpful, also of
any heartaches when one feels the need to have company and a listening ear to lean upon. When we have
events at Temple and if you see someone you do not recognize, reach out and introduce yourself. It may be
someone who is new and doesn’t know a soul.

I know I like to meet all the members that I haven’t previously met. Unfortunately, as much as I try, I don’t
know everyone. So, if you are ever at Temple and I am there, please do not hesitate to approach me as I would
love to chat. That is how a large family behaves and the hope is that we all feel personally invested in the
success of Temple, totally separate and apart from whatever financial support we each provide. In today’s
environment, it is so important for members of every Jewish community to support each other.

My hope is that each and every one of us can attain whatever we wish for in this New Year.

Marian Keilson, President



Happy New Year!  We hope yours will be happy, healthy and filled with the things you enjoy!

How great was our Paid-up Sisterhood Challah Delivery! Thank you to our committee for delivering Shabbat to us. We are
sure you all enjoyed the delicious challah and our help in making your Shabbat special. Thank you to Denise at Charlie's
Butcher (11 Brower Avenue in Oceanside) for the delicious challahs. Stop in and say hi to see some of the other items she
carries to help celebrate your Shabbat & holidays!!

Last chance to order your 2023 Mah Jongg cards!  Please check the Temple website for the form. Orders must be received
by the second week in January. Checks for your orders should be made out to TA Sisterhood and sent to Barbara Stern.
Cards will be sent directly your home by the Mah Jongg League in early April. Standard cards are $14 and large format are
$15. For more information, contact Barbara at stern421@aol.com.

Remember, if you have a college student, please be sure to submit their campus address to receive Sisterhood college
packages. Our next package will be sent out to our college students in time for Passover. This is a free program for the
children of Sisterhood members, $36 for Temple Avodah non-Sisterhood members or $18 for grandchildren of Sisterhood
members.  Please contact SheilaLondon.Sisterhood@gmail.com for more information.

The Book Club is open to paid-up Sisterhood members only. The January discussion will be The Lost Shtetl by Max Gross. If
you are interested in joining, please contact Connie Axelson at Kenaxe@optonline.net. We have great list of enjoyable,
provocative reads planned for the coming months, so check us out!

Just a gentle reminder…Sisterhood cannot exist without you!  Please be sure to pay your Sisterhood membership dues
(still only $36)!  We need the support of every Temple Avodah woman to continue raising money and bringing events to our
Avodah family! Remember all Sisterhood members can attend our meetings, participate in Book Club, and send college
packages. Come see how we do, what we do and be a part of the process.

Save the date, Tuesday, March 28th for a night to remember! Our always fabulous Fashion Show Dinner is back, and our
dedicated committee is already hard at work gathering raffle prizes and working with Kombert to plan a fabulous evening! A
bunch of laughs with  friends and NEW buffet style dinner is a wonderful ladies’ night out…what could be better?! If you
can help with raffle prizes (getting or donating), please reach out to Lynn Peteroy, Renée Kaufman, Cindy Baumann or Linda
Goldstricker.  

Please watch your email for a flyer for an in-person craft program we are planning for January!  We are looking forward to
being together again!

Also, be on the lookout for our Shalach Manot order form (yes, we are already planning for Purim!). Other programs we are
considering are a pre-Pesach cooking demonstration and either a terrarium craft or flower arranging session. If you have
any ideas for Sisterhood programs you’d like to see us plan, please let us know. Again, all Temple Avodah Sisterhood
members are welcome to participate in our meetings and serve on our committees. We’d love to have your input. 

The We Care blanket project is ongoing! If you can knit or crochet, you can help by creating a baby blanket - (any pattern or
color in acrylic (washable) yarn in 36 x36” - is acceptable and it will be donated to a local hospital for pediatric patients.
Contact Ellyn Katz (Ellyn143@aol.com) for more information or to make your donation.
Sisterhood has some donated yarn available if you need something new to help you help us.

Our Judaica Shop has everything you need for your own home or holiday gift giving.  We can also order kippot and tallit for
your Simchat.  Contact Lisa Goldberg at Lisacarolgold@gmail.com or Robyn Drangel  Drangel@hotmail.com.

Happy New Year,

Wendy Brumberg & Sheila London
Sisterhood Co-Presidents

mailto:stern421@aol.com
mailto:Sisterhood@gmail.com
mailto:Sisterhood@gmail.com
mailto:Kenaxe@optonline.net
https://www.avodah.org/form/sisterhood-membership1.html
mailto:Ellyn143@aol.com
mailto:Lisacarolgold@gmail.com
mailto:Drangel@hotmail.com


We know that hats, scarves and gloves are not food ... we do!  But our drive seeking winter warmth
for patrons of the Long Beach Soup Kitchen was one of the Food of the Month Club's most
successful efforts yet, and we thank everyone who dropped off an item or a bag full of them.
Because of your generosity, some of our less fortunate neighbors are wearing clean, new winter
necessities right now.   
 
The Food of the Month Club is entering its eighth year as a formal ongoing program at Temple
Avodah. It started with a rickety old grocery cart - we wondered, what would happen if we just left
it by the Temple entrance with the simple invitation for folks to leave something inside? 
 
What happened and what is still happening is a direct, effective community effort to alleviate local
food insecurity. That cart has been filled over and over again, with food and other items headed to
local organizations including not just the Long Beach Soup Kitchen, but also Hatzi-Lu Kosher Food
Pantry, St. Anthony's, and Gammy's Pantry at the Five Towns Community Center. 
 
One of the best things about our Food of the Month Club is that it’s not limited to our congregants.
Anyone coming to our beautiful Temple is welcome to participate - and they do! Drop a can in the
cart - or leave it in the vestibule if the cart is not out - and you're in.  
 
For the months of January and February, we are collecting tuna and other canned meat and fish.
Know that your contribution will soon be in the hands of somebody local who needs it. 
 
Next month we will report on the Oceanside Jewish Community Blood Drive that we are co-
sponsoring with Temple Israel and OJC on January 10 at OJC.  If you would like to donate blood or
volunteer, contact Betsy Meyerson at tortgirlny@aol.com or scan the QR code on our flyer in the
lobby. Our summer blood drive will be back at Temple Avodah, in July.
 
Finally, plans are underway for Mitzvah Day - April 30, 2023. If you have an idea for a mitzvah
project or if you want to be involved, contact the undersigned!

Respectfully submitted,

Paul Engel
paulmengel@hotmail.com            
Lisa Goldberg
lisacarolgold@gmail.com
Betsy Meyerson
tortgirlny@aol.com

Social Action In Action
Filling Bellies and Warming Hearts:

 
Social Action Committee's "Food of the Month Club"

Transforms Faith into Action

mailto:tortgirlny@aol.com
mailto:paulmengel@hotmail.com
mailto:lisacarolgold@gmail.com
mailto:tortgirlny@aol.com


Recently, 5th, 6th and 7th grade students and their parents were invited to “Your Own
B’Nai Mitzvah Service.” During this Shabbat learners service led by Rabbi Goren and
Cantor Amelia, we reviewed the prayers, their sequence and, most importantly, their
meanings. We explained the symbolism of many aspects of the ceremony. Parents
helped their children put on tallit and recite the accompanying blessing.  Our 7th
graders and their parents led the hakafah (procession carrying the Torah around the
sanctuary); each grade came up to the bimah for an Aliyah for blessings before and
after Torah reading. Our 5th graders and their parents helped with hagbah (lifting the
Torah towards the congregation- symbolizing Torah as an open book, belonging to
everyone) and g’lilah (rolling up and dressing the Torah). Sixth grade families helped
return the Torah to the Aron Kodesh (cabinet where Torah scrolls are kept). It was nice
to see our families get up close and personal with the Torah.
  
 A special moment was when Rabbi Goren asked the parents to think about their ‘hopes
and intentions’ for their child’s B’nai mitzvah experience. We often get caught up in the
logistics of the B’nai mitzvah, and indeed there are many.  However, this time is an
opportunity for the family to think about where they are on their Jewish journey, what
in our tradition resonates for them and what values are important to the entire family.
  
Phyllis Pellman
Education Director

religiousschool@avodah.org
 

Celebrating Chanukah!!

mailto:religiousschool@avodah.org


Bunco Night 
at

Temple Avodah



Chanukah Shabbat & Dinner



Thrift Sale



Last month the PTO was excited to participate in our annual Chanukah
celebrations. We were “gelting” out at the party and “spinning” with joy from
playing with dreidels!!! The younger kiddos enjoyed a Chanukah puppet
show, and our older kids a craft. We couldn’t wait to light the candles of the
menorah and see the lights shine bright. 

The PTO would like to extend our love to all of you in this New Year! Please
consider joining the PTO and coming to all our future events!

President, Alyssa Dube
Vice President, Danielle Davoli
Treasurer, Lori Izmirly
Secretary, Sabrina Cohen

 

As a tribute to the late Art Cooperman's z'l talent and
contributions to Temple Avodah, his cartoons and

commentary will continue to be run in Temple Topics.

https://www.avodah.org/form/pto-membership.html


 We are looking for new members to join our "Stream Team".
 

If anyone is interested in learning about what we are doing and how the Livestreaming
works, please join our "Stream Team". We will teach you how to run the show, including
switching cameras, adjusting camera angles, zooming in and out and panning. We have
professional quality equipment here, and you will learn valuable skills while enjoying the
experience. Great for anyone interested in broadcasting, or those who just want to learn!      
This is really cool stuff and a lot of fun!

 
We have some special things planned so please let us know if you have anyone in your
family who might be interested. We’d like this to be the start of a special club at Temple

Avodah, open to all member families.
 

Contact Elliot Shulman: Elliot.shulman@avodah.org for more details
 

Exclusive Club Formed at Temple Avodah

TABM²
There are lots of clubs, committees and groups at Temple Avodah; just prowl around

www.Avodah.Org and you will see them. But when a Temple Member reaches their 83rd
birthday (achieving the biblical lifetime of 70 plus 13 years to reach a bar mitzvah) they are
entitled to have a second Bar Mitzvah with all the responsibilities and celebrations that go

with it. And what a special event that turns out to be!
 

Given that this special event endows the participants with special blessings, the recent
celebrants have decided to form a most exclusive club, a club dedicated to Temple study,

reflecting on their preparation for their second Bar Mitzvah. 
Club participants are entitled to very special treatment TBA. 

 
Interested in joining? Just ask Rabbi Goren for a membership application.

______________________________________________________________________________________
 Temple Avodah "Stream Team"

http://www.avodah.org/


Kombert Caterers
Cocktails!   Dinner!
Dessert!  Dancing!

Contact us at 516-766-6809 for more details!!

Join us in
Celebrating &

Honoring
Rabbi Uri Goren

with a Gala
Retirement Party

Saturday,
 June 17, 2023

7PM

$150/per person
$50/under 12 years old

Payment options & installments available*
*fees apply for credit card payments

https://www.avodah.org/form/rabbi-gala-dinner.html
https://www.avodah.org/form/rabbi-gala-dinner.html
https://www.avodah.org/form/rabbi-gala-dinner.html
https://www.avodah.org/form/rabbi-gala-dinner.html


Remember when…… 

Rabbi Goren married us……
 

Rabbi Goren named our baby…..
 

Rabbi Goren officiated at the bar-mitzvah of our son….
And the bat-mitzvah of our daughter…..

 
Rabbi Goren married our children…..

 
Rabbi Goren officiated at my bar-mitzvah….
Rabbi Goren officiated at my bat-mitzvah….

 
Rabbi Goren comforted us when we were sad….

 
Rabbi Goren laughed with us when we were glad….

 
In his concluding year as Rabbi in Temple Avodah we should
thank him and honor him with a sponsorship for an oneg.
An honor that you will remember and he will remember for
our lifetimes.

 
Please contact the Temple office for more information or

Click here to Sponsor an Oneg

https://www.avodah.org/form/year-of-the-rabbi-oneg-sponsorship.html


Click here to join!

https://www.avodah.org/form/mens-club-membership.html


We Remember With Love, The Following People Whose Yahrzeits Are

Observed During The Month January

Week of January 6 Week of  January 13 Week of January 20 

 

 

 

Week of January 27

Harry Barbash

Larisa Brizinova

Adrienne Broere

Philip Dinoff

Abraham "Al" Friedman

Lawrence Goldman

Rebecca Goldstein

Eva Halperin

Mildred Honig

Marilyn James

Sarah Kass

Doris Lieberman

David Marks

Frank McCusker

Louis Plave

Cilli Popper

Rae Reich

Lillian Samwick

Rochelle Shatzman

Dr. Lee Silberstein

Allison Whitehead
 

 

Harry W. Berger

Lee Calchman

Maxine Joan Eichenbaum

Lil Feingold

Esther Frischling

Ida Gross

Henry S. Jacoby

Allen Jaffe

Seymour Kanowitz

Joseph Leon

Harry J. Levine

Estelle Margett

Jesse Margolin

Louis Mok

Gregory Portnoy

Minna Shapiro

Dr. Emanuel Silberstein

Allan Silk

Manuel Sternberg

William Treacy

Sidney Weinberg

Esther Yomtov

 

Ethel Bernstein

Morris Bigman

George Boyarin

Abraham Brodsky

Bradden Burns

Edith Chawes

Myron Chawes

Rose Chernack

Lorraine Cooperman

David Ebert

Lucille Kallen Engel

Adele Drangel Feigen

Alan Katz

Shirley Kayle

Ida Lazebnick

Norman Lieberman

Sandra Margolis

Reggeina Milch

Diana Post

Myron "Butch" Roth

Sam Shayer

Sidney Skolnick

Evelyn Smulison

Harry Varney

 
 

Arven Aronin

Sandi Baron

Bernice Besser

Anna Safir Bloomfield

Morton Davidoff

Robert Forman

Herbert S. Goldstricker

Dorothy Greenberg

Jonathan Greenberg

Moe Greenberg

Regina Gross

Ruth Horowitz

Herman Klepper

Rosalind Kogan

J. Leon Kusher

Howard Lazell

Shirley Levy

Carl Mintz

Louis Rosengarten

Charlotte Schott

Ida Schwartz

Stanley Tucker

Charles Uretzky

Bernard Weinberg

 
 



Happy Birthday to Our January Birthdays!

Mazal Tov To Our
January Wedding

Anniversaries!

Gennadiy Civil 1/17
Ellen Schwartz 1/18
Daniel Starkman 1/18
Perri Thaler 1/18
Victor Horowitz 1/18
Rebecca Sparberg 1/18
Alex Banilower 1/18
Judith Osofs 1/19
Michael Moscowitz 1/19
William Davoli 1/19
Emily London 1/20
Irene Weis 1/20
Rachel Kesselman 1/21
Kenneth Axelson 1/21
Catalina Merchan 1/21
Norman Finfer 1/22
Austin Waitzman 1/22
Carter Quintero 1/22
Ira Dauber 1/22

If your birthday or anniversary is during the month of January and is not

listed here, please log into your account to add it, or contact the Temple

office so we can update your record. 

Polina Antonette 1/6

Michelle Fischgrund 1/7

Peter Shayer 1/7

Jared Rosenthal 1/8

Elizabeth Moshkovich

1/10

Edward Wile 1/10

Erica Tolin 1/10

Aaron Axelson 1/10

Roy Kaufman 1/10

Seth Michaels 1/10

Stephen Roth 1/12

Brooke Sparberg 1/13

Jacob Sparberg 1/13

Elissa Michaels 1/14

Caren Riskin 1/15

Dov Appleman 1/15

Linda Goldstein 1/16

 

Jillian Margolis 1/23

Rhoda Yaverbaum 1/24

Mark Milch 1/25

Damian Ackerman 1/25

Gary Minzer 1/25

Sarita Berkenblit 1/26

Danielle Sacco 1/26

Brian Ziskind 1/27

Bowie Ziskind 1/28

Lynn Peteroy 1/28

Lori Bader 1/28

Scott Elias 1/28

Yakov Sheynberg 1/29

Gabby Schlechter 1/30

Craig Ackerman 1/31

Gary Starkman 1/31

Fran Skolnick 1/31

Michael Rukhlin 1/31

Beth Friedman & Todd Benjamin 1/1

Carole & Philip Pitkofsky 1/7

Ellen & Philip Pickus 1/9

 

Morris Lipton 1/1

Evan Perlmutter 1/1

Lisa Maitland 1/1

Lisa Bialostok 1/2

Elliot Shulman 1/2

Patrick Hannam 1/2

Arlene Cohen 1/2

Zachary Bodner 1/3

Ryan Neumann 1/3

Andrea Mackoff 1/4

Elliot Taub 1/4

Gilbert Balanoff 1/4

Karen Beja 1/4

Ryan Stromer 1/5

Thomas Jacoby 1/5

Gerrie Hoffman 1/5

Lee Bialostok 1/5

Wendy Zalon 1/6

Come Celebrate Birthday & Anniversary Shabbat 

on  Friday, January 20th at 7:00pm !

Carol & Philip Gluck 1/12

Gertrud & Larry Lieberman 1/15

Vivian & Philip Perlmutter 1/22

Linda Moscowitz & Patricia Costello 

 1/27



Mazal Tov to Thomas Jacoby
on becoming a Bar Mitzvah!

Please let us know if you wish to share any happy news with your fellow congregants
(births, graduations, engagements, weddings, awards received, etc.).

Mazal Tov to Carter Quintero
on becoming a Bar Mitzvah!

Thank you to our Oneg Sponsors

12/9/22  Carla & Edward Gutman IMO Larry Gutman & Gisela Kumpf
1/6/23    The Jacoby Family IHO Thomas' Bar Mitzvah & Tom's Birthday
1/13/23  Stacey & Jonathan Seltzer IMO Shirley Levy
1/27/23   Betsy Meyerson & Debbie Lebowitz IHO Rabbi Goren to        
 commemorate the anniversary of their adult Bnai Mitzvah - a moment
of profound meaning and happiness

Mazal Tov to Liam Kaplan
on becoming a Bar Mitzvah!

Mazal Tov to Phyllis Carbone on the birth of her great-grandson,
 Silas Drew Marron, born 12/7/22. 

 Congratulations to his proud parents, Daniel Drew & Emily Marron.

Mazal tov to Marilyn Frischling on the birth of her great-grandaughter,
Izabel Lily Munro.  

Congratulations to the proud parents, Danielle and Anderson Munro.



CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

In Honor Of

the Bar Mitzvah of Devin Arons from Anne &

Stewart Gubenko

In Memory Of

Valerie Whitehead from Anne & Stewart Gubenko

Martin Adler's brother Eric from Florence & Jules

Tannen

Marcia Barishman from Anne & Stewart Gubenko

Speedy Recovery

Sheila London from Florence & Jules Tannen

CHILDREN'S EDUCATION FUND

In Memory Of

Valerie Whitehead from Arlene & Richard

Fromewick

KOMBERT GARDENS MEMORIAL FUND

In Honor Of

Gertrud & Larry Lieberman's new grandchild from

Anne & Stewart Gubenko

the birth Phyllis Carbone's great grandchild from

Gertrud & Larry Lieberman

MORTGAGE PAY DOWN FUND

In Memory Of

Valerie Whitehead wife of Ross Whitehead from

Philip and Vivian Perlmutter 

Donations
MUSIC FUND

In Memory Of

Marty Adler's brother from Jocelyn Weston & Paul

Oresky

Eric Adler from Caryle Katz

Eric Adler from Barbara & Dave Kirsh

Gary Schall from Anne & Stewart Gubenko

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND

In Honor Of

The Lieberman’s new grandchild from the Pickus family

Rabbi Goren from the Temple Avodah Choir

In Memory Of

John Lippi from Shelly & Gilbert Balanoff

Valerie Whitehead from Shelly & Gilbert Balanoff

Eric Adler from Shelly & Gilbert Balanoff

Minna Perlow from Barbara & Dave Kirsh

Speedy Recovery

Anne Gubenko from Renee & Gerald Kaufman

Bob Epstein from Shelly & Gilbert Balanoff

Sheila London from Shelly & Gilbert Balanoff

MEMORIAL FUND

In Memory Of

Eric Adler from Phyllis Carbone

Lil Feingold from Sharon E. Weiner

 
Funds: Capital Campaign Fund • Simcha/Memorial Fund, Lillian Klein Adult Education Fund, Alan M. Katz

Memorial Library Fund, Amanda Rose Kanowitz Children’s Library Fund, Music Fund • Children’s Education Fund
Anita Berger Campership Fund, Sacred Book Fund • Scholarship Fund, Rabbi Philmore Berger Leadership

Development Fund, Rabbi Goren’s Discretionary Fund, Joan & Erwin Kombert Gardens Fund

Donations can be made online, by contacting
the office at 516-766-6809, or by email:

mgr@avodah.org





FOOD OF THE MONTH
Temple Avodah

JANUARY

CANNED FISH & MEATS
PLEASE DROP YOUR DONATIONS IN

THE CART LOCATED IN THE VESTIBULE

SPONSORED BY 
TEMPLE AVODAH SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE

FOOD AND SUPPLIES ARE DELIVERED TO HATZILU, OCEANSIDE
COMMUNITY SERVICE, AND THE LONG BEACH SOUP KITCHEN.

DONATIONS ARE USED TO SUPPORT THE PREPARATION OF
OVER 1200 MEALS/MONTH TO PEOPLE IN NEED.



Kosher Nostra 
with Cantor Fox 

 
Note: these classes will be via Zoom Only

 
An historical analysis of the relationship between the

Jewish community and organized crime, including lives of
famous Jewish gangsters. 

 
Dates and Times: 

 
Wednesday, March 15th from 7:30-9PM 
Wednesday, March 29th from 7:30-9PM
Wednesday, April 19th from 7:30-9PM 

Temple Avodah
Lifelong Learning Schedule 2023 

Shabbat Torah Study 
 

Note: these classes will be in-person and via Zoom
 

Study the Torah portion of the week. In the temple
library, where masks are worn, or via Zoom. 

 
Dates and Times: 

 
Saturday mornings starting at 8:45 AM 

_______________________________________________________



As a tribute to the late Art Cooperman's z'l talent and contributions to Temple
Avodah, his cartoons and commentary will continue to be run in Temple Topics.



Sing with the Adult Choir for
 

a day, a holiday, a season!
 

Find some friends who
enjoy music like you do!
No need to read music!

No need to read Hebrew!
Just a love to sing!

Temple Avodah Adult Choir
Needs You!

Contact:
Cindy Elias at fiddlerce@gmail.com

Connie Axelson at kenaxe@optonline.net
Cantor Fox at cantor@avodah.org

mailto:fiddlerce@gmail.com
mailto:kenaxe@optonline.net
mailto:cantor@avodah.org


BUNCO 
NIGHT

Tuesday, January 3, 2023
7:30PM

ALL INVITED!
Instructions given!
Chance to win $!fun

&
Friends!

Temple Avodah

$18.00
pre-registered
$20.00
at the door

Click here to register

Temple Avodah 3050 Oceanside Road Oceanside, NY 11572

Questions?
Mindy @ 
mmsa81821@gmail.com

https://www.avodah.org/form/bunco-night-1/3/23.html






We welcome Bar/Bat Mitzvah students to contact us if
you want to share your Mitzvah projects. Please supply

us with a flyer detailing your project. 
All are subject to approval by the Temple president.



Marni Berse is a former active temple member who needs a kidney
transplant. She reached out to us in the email below. If you or someone

you know can help please contact Marni by email. 
As Rabbi Goren reminds us, "Pikuach nefesh! Saving a life takes

precedent over everything".
 

Sent: Tue, Nov 29, 2022 8:00 pm
Subject: Marni Berse Needs Your Help

Dear Family and Friends,
As many of you may know, I have been accepted onto the kidney transplant list. I’m asking
you to please pass the word that I’m in desperate need of a kidney.  I’m asking you to please
share this flyer with people on your email list who may know someone who would donate
their kidney to me. You never know who you mention it to that may be a willing donor. Even if
they don’t match me, it could help me get a kidney faster. I appreciate anything you can do to
pass the word. My life depends on it. 

Thanks so much,
Marni Berse

Temple Avodah
3050 Oceanside Rd.
Oceanside, NY 11572

516-766-6809
office@avodah.org

Contact Marni at: hapimarni@gmail.com

For more information on kidney donation go to https://www.mayoclinic.org/tests-
procedures/living-donor-kidney-transplant/pyc-20384838 

Kidney Needed

mailto:hapimarni@gmail.com
https://www.mayoclinic.org/tests-procedures/living-donor-kidney-transplant/pyc-20384838
https://www.mayoclinic.org/tests-procedures/living-donor-kidney-transplant/pyc-20384838




Executive Committee 2022-2023
PRESIDENT
Marian Keilson

1ST VICE PRESIDENT
 Matt Phillips

2ND VICE PRESIDENT
Eric Abbey

3RD VICE PRESIDENT
Elliot Shulman

TREASURER
Corey Aronin

CO-TREASURER
Stewart Gubenko

FINANCIAL SECRETARIES
Larry Lieberman & Beth Friedman Benjamin

SECRETARY
Norma Harwood

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
Gil Balanoff

Trustees 2022-2023
Cindy Baumann
Wendy Brumberg
Robyn Drangel
Alyssa Dube
Josh Fedor
Caasi Gelfond
Lisa Goldberg
Mindy Goldsmith
Dennis Herman
Laura Koss-Fedor
Lauren Levine
Sheila London
Michele Pitkowsky
Carol Rosengarten
Rochelle Sanchez
Morey Tobkes
Saul Wiener
William Ziff

Temple Arms Leadership
Men's Club President
Stewart Gubenko

Sisterhood Co-Presidents
Wendy Brumberg & Sheila London
Sisterhood Representative
Ellyn Katz

PTO President- Caasi Gelfond
PTO Liaison - Danielle Davoli

Voting Past Presidents 2022-2023
Phyllis Carbone
Rick Fromewick
Lenore Greenberg
Dan Henick
Rob Keilson
Joyce Lipton
Scot Mackoff
Philip Perlmutter

Staff
Rabbi Uri Goren
Cantor Amelia Fox
Rabbi Emeritus: Philmore Berger z'l
Education Director: Phyllis Pellman
Bookkeeper/Office Manager: Andrea Cassidy
Temple Administrator: Jill Burns

Custodial Staff
Fredy Naranjo & Eli Hix

Temple Topics 
Mark Milch - Photographer
Phyllis Carbone - Editor
Rob Keilson - Production Supervisor

Let's Support Those Who Support Us!

Temple Avodah


