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It always amazes me how the Jewish people make up such a miniscule percentage of the 

world, yet our actions are magnified and noticed. Of course, there are many positive things 

that the Jewish people have been recognized for, such as modern-day advancements, 

including those in medicine and technology. 

 

I can’t speak for all Jews, but I don’t think we are particularly looking to get the spotlight on 

us. Whether we are seeking attention or not, the world is looking at us. This is especially 

true when unfortunately, something negative happens within the Jewish world. When a 

Jewish businessman gets in trouble, the media frenzy that follows is perfectly aware that he 

is Jewish. It’s a big responsibility that we have, to be a light unto the nations, to spread 

goodness in the world and sanctify God's name, and not God forbid desecrate it. 

This is especially relevant in today’s modern-day world with the advancement of social 

media. News spreads quicker than ever before. Also, stories often get convoluted as they 

get passed around from one social media platform to the next.  

Recently, my wife and I were at the park, and we witnessed a couple of boys, who were 

wearing yarmulkas, excluding some other children from their game. Before the parents of 

these (clearly Orthodox) children realized what their kids were doing, the mom of the kids 

being excluded rebuked the children and then proceeded to tell the parents what their 

children had said and done. No major biggie. Kids being kids at the playground and being 

appropriately redirected. Social skill-building in the real world. 

As we were heading home, my wife turned to me and said, “I hope I’m not going to see 

something about this on one of the Facebook groups.”  

 

I didn’t understand where she was going with this. “Are you serious?” I responded to her, 

surprised that she would think this incident would be significant enough to discuss on 

Facebook. Now this is the part where I’m proud to say that I do not have a Facebook 

account, nor twitter, TikTok, Instagram, Snapchat, or any other of these social media apps 

(OK, I am on LinkedIn, but c’mon, that’s different! Right?). I like to joke that if I ever run for 

public office, my opponents will have a hard time finding anything on me.  

Anyway, I was shocked to see that my wife (the prophet!) was correct in her foresight when 

she showed me the post on a neighborhood Facebook group she’s part of. The post read 



something along the lines of “I was appalled at the Orthodox youth and their sense of 

entitlement…” and continued describing what took place. 

Within minutes, the comments started to flow in. There were some comments expressing 

the importance of giving the benefit of the doubt and pointing out that this is something 

that happens with all children regardless of their religion or level of observance. However, 

many comments read similarly to these: “This is how hate starts,” was one comment, “Kids 

learn this disgusting behavior at home,” “I wouldn’t have hesitated to report them to 

security,” “This is a misbreed of children,” was another, and they just kept coming.  

The thing is, and what the people reading the post were not aware of, was that these were 

little kids, ranging from 5-7 years old. They were nice boys from good, healthy families. 

Although their behavior was not acceptable, they were doing what children do. Should it be 

dealt with? Yes. Should they be blasted as hateful individuals on social media and their 

parents blamed for being awful people? This quickly turned into Jewish people bashing and 

putting down other Jews.  It pained me to see Jewish brothers and sisters speaking so 

harmfully to and of one another.  

At this point, I tooted my horn for not having social media and getting caught up in that 

stuff and went on with my day. Later in the evening, I noticed my wife typing furiously on 

the computer, appearing to be deeply engrossed in something. When I asked her what she 

was doing she said she was responding to the Facebook post. She said she had strong 

thoughts and felt it needed to be communicated. I was impressed by her response: 

There are many instances of kids picking on others/being mean/saying judgmental 

comments on the playground. It occurs. It's a problem. Everyone is appropriately upset. 

Whether it's "othering" different religions, races, genders... We all agree it's an upsetting 

thing to see and are appropriately disturbed by it. And when each one of us sees or hears 

about these things it may push our buttons from our own previous similar experiences and 

bring up our own pain. The problem is that these behaviors in children don't have a singular 

or simplistic origin. There are probably a small percentage of children who hear hateful 

things in their home and it really is that simple - they repeat it on the playground. However, 

most children say those things because of a constellation of nuanced factors having to do 

with their developmental stage/age, experiences in life, social network, etc. I'm in no way 

negating the importance of parents owning their piece and teaching kindness and tolerance. 

But if we really want to be a part of the solution we need to not reenact the variables of the 

problem in our responses here. The children at the park made assumptions about others. 

They had black and white thinking. They "othered." While this is in no way acceptable, it is 

understandable in the context of impulsive 6-year-olds. However, it's concerning to me that 

I see the same variables in so many adult responses here. When our response is black and 



white, blaming, polarizing, "othering," how can we possibly expect to model something 

healthier and better for our children?? If we truly want to be a part of the solution, then I 

think we have to work really hard to reserve some judgment, not oversimplify the situation 

and instead talk about the exposure, collaboration and invitation to each other that actually 

makes this less likely to happen in the future. Wishing everyone here a wonderful rest of the 

holidays and may we continue to be a community who can accept each other despite our 

differences and work together to inspire positive change. 

I think there’s a lot that we can take away from this. And I think each person individually 

can take what they want. 

 As for me, I think that as humans it is important to strive for goodness and kindness in our 

day to day lives. As Jews, I think we need to be particularly aware of this, especially with all 

the eyes on us in today’s world.  

That being said, when we hear or read about something on social media or the news, we 

should try to keep in mind that not everything is being reported exactly as it happened. 

People, situations, and experiences have so many nuances and factors and it’s important to 

be cognizant of that. We need to be able to take a step back and ask ourselves some 

questions. Am I responding based on my own past experiences or biases I have? Do I have 

all the information? Am I thinking about how my comment will affect people on the other 

side of the screen?  

Perhaps we should think twice before publicly posting things and making assumptions 

about other peoples’ lives. Maybe we need to look inwards to see why we get triggered in 

the first place and what we can do to heal ourselves. By healing ourselves, we create 

positive change and heal the world. We may not get applauded for this on social media but I 

assure you, we’ll be on our way to becoming better people than we were yesterday and 

achieving far more greatness than any post on social media can accomplish. And remember, 

up above, God is giving us      along the way. 

Shabbat Shalom! 
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