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“If you loved me you would give it to me.” 

 

I have heard that line, or a variation of it, countless times over the years as I have – with the 

help of G-d and my wife Miriam– raised (and continue to raise) our 8 children. 

 

Just last week I had my 9-year-old begging me to allow him to use the tablet despite the 

fact that I was trying to limit his screen time. 

 

“PLLLLLLEEEEEAAAASSSEEEEE!” he implored me. Like most boys his age he has an uncanny 

knack for wearing down reluctant parents. He can nag and plead with a persistence the 

Energizer bunny would be proud of, but I was determined to hold my ground this time. 

Finally, he pulled out what he thought was his ace in the deck. “If you really loved me you 

would let me use it!” he cried. I explained to him that, on the contrary, because I loved him, 

I would not let him. 

 

It is natural for children to want things that give them pleasure and satisfaction without 

regards to any long-term consequences. Additionally, children innately understand that 

their parents love them dearly and are their providers for pretty much everything. So 

logically, in the mind of a child at least, it follows that if my parent loves me and as such 

provides for me, then when I want something they should give it to me. And if there is 

something they won’t give me it must be indicative of the fact that they don’t really love me 

as much as I thought they do. 

 

As parents, we know that this logic is very flawed. Precisely because we love our children, 

we often find ourselves making decisions that run contrary to what they want but that we 

know, with years of maturity and experience behind us, is actually in their best interests. 

Whether or not we can effectively convey that over to our children depends on the age and 

maturity of the child but nonetheless we forge ahead (usually, if we haven’t gotten so worn 

down by the complaining!) and take actions that – to the eye of the child – looks bad and 

gives the impression that we don’t love them. 

 

This week my wife and I celebrated our wedding anniversary. In honor of the occasion our 



daughters prepared for us a delicious gourmet dinner to enjoy as a family. During the meal 

my oldest daughter went around the table and asked everyone to say what they liked most 

about us. Predictably, the younger ones gave answers like, “Abba buys me different treats 

when we go out of town,” and “Mommy spends time with me at bedtime,” while my older 

daughter said she appreciates how selfless we are as parents and how everything we do is 

for the welfare of our children. 

 

I appreciated the sentiments of my children (not to mention the delicious steak) and 

realized this was yet another manifestation of this idea. The younger children, who lack the 

wisdom and understanding, view the relationship with their parents and recognizing their 

love as one that is most strongly felt in terms of things that are provided to them that they 

enjoy, like treats and bedtime interactions. An older child recognizes that those things 

alone are not the sole indicator of the love their parents have for them, but rather the 

understanding that everything is done for the benefit of the child, even when it may not be 

readily apparent to the child how that is for their benefit. 

 

A relationship with G-d can be viewed in a similar manner. If we are lucky, we are at a level 

where we recognize that everything in this world that we have come from Him. So, when we 

need things, we turn to Him in prayer and ask for His divine assistance. 

 

Sometimes we are answered and we get what we want, but oftentimes we don’t. We ask 

questions such as, “Why didn’t G-d let me get that job?” “Why didn’t G-d heal my sick 

relative?” “Why didn’t G-d help me marry the girl of my dreams?” “It must be that G-d 

doesn’t really love me,” we conclude. “If He really loved me, He would have given me what I 

wanted.” 

 

We fail to realize that, for reasons often unknown to us, it is somehow often in our best 

interest for G-d to deny us what we want. (As an aside, Judaism teaches that even if we 

don’t get what we want initially we should continue to pray to G-d and it is possible that 

after additional prayer we will get it. But when we do that and still don’t get it, we must 

recognize that our Creator, our loving Father in heaven, decided that it is in our best 

interest that we don’t get what we want.) Declining to give us what we want is not any sort 

of indication of a lack of love He has for us, the same way it is not reflective on the love we 

have for our children when we deny them their desires. 

 

So the next time you need something in your life, be it big or small, turn to G-d and ask 



Him to provide it for you. If you get what you ask for, take a moment to thank Him and 

appreciate that He loves you like a parent loves their child and provides for them. And if it 

happens that you don’t get your desired result, realize that it doesn’t mean He doesn’t love 

you. On the contrary, because He loves you so much (and for reasons you might not grasp), 

He is denying it from you. 

 

Now I need to go deal with a child who wants me to buy him an electric motor bike and if I 

reeeaallllyyyy loved him I would… 


