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Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch was a German Rabbi, author and scholar of the 18th century. 

He was a serious man, dedicated to preserving traditional Judaism at a time when it was 

under attack. He wasn’t exactly the “gallivanting around the world” or vacationing type. Yet 

at the end of his life he made it a point to visit Switzerland. 

 

When his followers asked him what was so urgent about visiting Switzerland, he responded 

and said, “When I get to heaven they will ask me a lot of questions about how I lived my life, 

and I hope I will know how to answer them. But I won't know what to answer when God 

asks, ‘Samson, but have you seen my Alps?'” 

 

This little vignette speaks to a seismic shift in philosophy about vacationing. Vacation can 

be many things. It can be an indulgent escape from our emotions, bent on consumerism 

and the pursuit of luxury. It can also be a spiritual and connective opportunity to become 

more grounded in who one actually is and to regain perspective in a complicated world. But 

Rabbi Hirsch’s story opens up a new dimension to vacation, especially in the summer. And 

that is this: 

 

God created a beautiful world. Just the United States alone is bursting with magnificent 

areas of mountain ranges, rolling verdant valleys, vast and deep oceans teeming with life. 

And the Torah teaches that God put that all in this world for our pleasure. For our 

enjoyment and for our benefit. Who are we to not go on vacation? How could we miss an 

opportunity to drink in the beauty of this world and to remind ourselves that it was created 

by a brilliant God who loves us deeply and who has created all this beauty for us? 

 

Summer for us is always about travel. Usually, we head towards New York and New Jersey 

for a week, where I’ll confess, it's less about the beautiful expanses of ocean and more 

about kosher pizza with family members. 

 

Also, and this is a huge perk of my job, I usually get to go to Israel every summer. My trips 

to Israel with Momentum always recenter and reground me in what I am doing in this 

lifetime and in my purpose in teaching a beautiful Torah and making it accessible to Jewish 

women. I also get the benefit of incredible landscapes and magnificent displays of nature. 



The tiny country of Israel contains oceans and seas and mountains and valleys and deserts 

and all kinds of wildlife. If the US is a beautiful country – and it is – Israel is just as beautiful 

a country all condensed into a space the size of New Jersey. 

 

And sometimes we also like to plan trips around the United States. Our own country is full 

of some of the most glorious wonders of creation, and sometimes the biggest problem is 

figuring out how to choose with so many options. 

 

But I think that one of the most important things to think about as we set out on our 

vacation destinations this summer is to remember why we are vacationing and for what 

purpose. Let’s remember to utilize these opportunities to reground ourselves, to become 

more connected to our loved ones, and to appreciate this beautiful world, so that when God 

asks us, ”But did you see my Alps?” we will have the good fortune to say, "Yes, yes I did, 

God, and I must say they were magnificent. Thank you for creating them just for me.” 


