January 7

4:16pm

Candle Lighting

January 14

4:27pm

Time on Fridays:

January 21

4:39pm

January 28

4:52pm

Weekday Morning Minyans:
Sunday at 9:00 am
https://bit.ly/2yE4EyR
Monday to Friday at 8:00 am
https://bit.ly/352FllT

Learners' Minyan, Sunday mornings at 9 am
On Sundays, we begin with a few minutes learning
from the laws of prayer and in-depth study of one
prayer each week. We also go at a slower pace,
to allow those who are working on their Hebrew
to feel more comfortable in prayer.

January 2022
Tevet 28-Shevat 29, 5782
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85075108038?
pwd=S3pFUWxpaS9pTW5EWHh5THNSVDZyQT09

Shabbat Services: Shacharit 9:30 am
If you prefer instead of in-person
services, join us from home via
our livestream, the link is
edmontonbethshalom.org/livestream.html

Join Beth Shalom on Facebook
Join the conversation in our special Facebook
group, open only to Beth Shalom members,
at facebook.com/groups/BethShalomEdmonton

Shevat 15th

January 1st

Va’eira

January 8th

Bo

January 15th

Beshalach

January 22

Yitro

January 29

Mishpatim

A Message from your Rabbi, Steven Schwarzman
As I write these words near the end of December, we don't yet know how the
current wave of Covid will turn out.
And in our study of Kohelet, the Bible's book of Ecclesiastes, now in our ninth out
of twelve weeks, we see that dealing with uncertainty is not a new thing.
Perhaps omicron will turn out to be the mild, highly infectious variant that we hope
will lead to herd immunity with few serious cases. That might mean that the end
of Covid would be in sight, or at least an end to some of the measures we've all
endured these two years now. Or perhaps not: we simply don't know yet.
In Kohelet, we have learned that there really is only one thing that is certain in life,
and that is that all lives eventually end. A sobering thought, perhaps, but also one
that helps us focus on what we hope to accomplish during our time on this earth or,
as Kohelet would say, under the sun.
This applies to each of us, and to our synagogue, and of course to all of society.
What would we really like to get done in whatever time we are allotted under the
sun? What might we give up that distracts us from the important stuff?

Beth Shalom's
B’nei Mitzvah
Class
Sundays at 9:00 am

Zoom Link
https://bit.ly/2yE4EyR

For more information
please contact
Rabbi Schwarzman

Our Nefesh Project has helped us stay connected with the holiday gift bags that
Helena so ably put together and that so many volunteers delivered to so many old
and new friends. When the pandemic winds down, as it surely will, it will be time
to reconnect in ways that we haven't been able to. We want to reach in to all of our
members, and reach out to people in the community who aren't part of a synagogue.
If you'd like to help plan new kinds of outreach as the next stage of the Nefesh
Project, please let me know.
Kohelet and the many ancient, medieval, and modern commentaries we have been
studying teach that what we do in this world matters. As Jews, we need to spend
some time each day and each week learning and doing mitzvot. To help us all take
part, no matter what our daily schedules allow, we record our classes, and you can
see them all in our Beth Shalom Facebook group. (If you're on Facebook but haven't
joined the group, you should!)
The days will begin to get longer now. Tu Bishvat, the new year for trees, happens
this month. Neither winter nor the pandemic will last forever, though it can be hard
to see that while we are still in them. Let's devote some time to the things that really
matter in life, and let's help each other be and feel connected.

at rabbi@edmontonbethshalom.org
or
780.488-6333/302
To B’nai Mitzvah
Parents: Please
make sure we
receive the article
and photo of your
child as soon

as possible!
This will help us
to ensure their
information is available in the appropriate monthly bulle-

Rabbi Steven Schwarzman

tin. Thank You!
January 2022/Tevet 28-Shevat 29, 5782
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Beth
Shalom’s

Thank you to our volunteers for
delivering Hannukah packages
to Beth Shalom’s Congregants!
Laurence Abbott

Ellery Lew & Karen Oshry

Suzanne Davis

Marvin Karrel

Henk Deinum

Jerry & Miriam Katz

Sam Fialkow & Marilyn Sheckter

Alex Krimberg

James Friedman

Lydia Rose

Gary & Shari McNeil

Anna Linetsky

Cheryl Goldstein & Hannah

Odette Masliyah

& Hayden Pertman

Alexey & Yulia Massarsky

Roberta Hanson

Sveta Silverman

Mark Huberman

Mor Barzel & Liad & Yael Wolch

Project

Shalom Baby Program is co-sponsored
by the Nefesh Program

Shalom Baby is an outreach program of the Jewish Federation
of Edmonton. Through this initiative, we hope to welcome
newborns and their parents into the Jewish community.
More specifically, Shalom Baby Edmonton is designed to
connect parents with other members of the Edmonton Jewish
community, to offer Jewish content activities for parents and
their babies, and to provide tools and resources to parents and
families. If you or someone you know has had a baby within
the past year, please contact Anika (anikazepp@gmail.com)
or Jenn (magalj@edjfed.org) to receive your welcome baby gift
and to register for upcoming programs.

"What's New
Under the Sun?”

A 12-Part Class on Kohelet
(the Bible's Book of Ecclesiastes)

Monday evenings at 7:30 pm
Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82140813749?

January 2022/Tevet 28-Shevat 29, 5782
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A Message from your President, Laurence Abbott
With the end of December quickly approaching, planning for the coming fiscal year
is underway. Two years ago, prior to the pandemic, we drafted a budget that echoed
what had happened in prior years, allocating funds for the kinds of programming
that was normal at Beth Shalom. Normally, prior budgets and financials offer a useful template to build a plan. That was the case until we were knocked off course by
COVID. Predictable patterns in our operations were interrupted as the normal we
knew, evaporated. Two years later, the same crisis continues. The evolving and shifting character of the pandemic, with new waves and new variants, complicates planning and impacts the ways we can offer programs
and services. For this coming year, we will have to lean on the numbers for 2021, and contend, again, with
variables that are hard to predict, especially as we plan for High Holidays and, I hope, a return to more
regular in-person services and programs.
Planning in such a dynamic context is challenging. Our shul is part of larger movement that calls itself
conservative (and masorti (traditional) in Israel,) and being conservative is not synonymous with agility.
Prior to COVID, change, whether to ritual or operations, typically had been incremental, but the pandemic
has pushed us and our movement to re-evaluate aspects of what we do and revise practices over a much
shorter period. Over the course of much of the past two years there have been many moments where changes
have been positive, like the success of our morning minyans on Zoom, but there have been other moments
that have been difficult, like when the technology hasn’t worked, and when the ebb and flow of the pandemic
along with shifts in guidance has contributed to the unequal enjoyment of simchot.
I am pleased that from a financial standpoint, Beth Shalom has continued to weather the storm, but conditions are shifting and government subsidies that have helped us with our payroll have ended. Two years ago,
there was a lot of economic uncertainty. Fundraising saw a significant decline in the first year of the pandemic, but it has returned to more normal levels this year, helped, in part, by some generous gifts. Our reserve
funds have been helped by stronger equities markets, although most of our funds are invested in low-risk/
low-yield products. Our membership numbers are gradually declining, a phenomenon that is widespread in
our movement, and that is having an impact on the bottom line, too. We have held the line on fees for a decade, but our operational costs have continued to increase. Further, it has been a long time since we have benefitted from a casino, which had been a revenue source that helped us pay for utilities. We’re looking forward
to when we will be able to tap into this revenue stream, again – perhaps some time in the second half of 2022.
When it comes to programming, adult education programs continue to have strong attendance as do
programs led by Rabbi Schwarzman. The Nefesh Project has helped us maintain connections with our
members, and we’re participating in other initiatives for the broader Jewish community.
continued on page #6

Beth Shalom welcomes advertising from members of our congregation and the
community. Only business card size ads are accepted. The cost is $25.00 per
issue or $250.00 for a full year when paid for in advance. To arrange for an ad
in the next Bulletin, please call the office at 780-488-6333, ext. 301.
January 2022/Tevet 28-Shevat 29, 5782
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Beth Shalom M. Yedlin Memorial Library
Featured book “Gentlemen of the Road” by Michael Chabon.
(Review excerpted from the New York Times by Susann Cokal)
“Jews With Swords”

Please consult Netta
Phillet about the
possibility of donating to the library prior to
bringing books to the library.
Thank You !

In Michael Chabon’s gleeful new novel, a pair of 10th-century soldiers of
Our library is accessible
fortune scramble up and down the trails and gorges of the Caucasus,
to the entire community,
engaging in a brawl or a boondoggle as regularly as they pause for a meal.
and beyond, during
Zelikman, a blond European scarecrow whose heart has “turned to stone,”
synagogue office hours:
and Amram, a towering African, are apt if unlikely companions on the Silk
Monday to Thursday
Road’s shifting social terrain. Each has his pet passions — Zelikman for his
between 9am & 4:30pm;
hat and his horse, Amram for a sword called Mother-Defiler — and they
Fridays between 9am-2:30pm;
bicker like the two leads in a buddy film, in this case bound together by the
Closed Saturdays & Sundays.
accident of birth that made them both Jewish. But atypically for Jews of the
medieval era, they look for the main chance while swinging their blades right and left.
…The plot and voice of “Gentlemen of the Road” recall the stories found in 19th-century dime novels and
the fantastic escapades invented by Edgar Rice Burroughs and H. Rider Haggard. Gary Gianni’s drawings
highlight particularly thrilling moments, and with chapter titles like “On the Observance of the Fourth
Commandment Among Horse Thieves” and “On Swimming to the Library at the Heart of the World,”
Chabon works old-fashioned niceties into a postmodern pastiche.
The action is intricate and exuberant. After a spectacular bit of con artistry, Amram and Zelikman receive a
windfall: They ride away with an adolescent “stripling,” Filaq, who happens to be in line for the throne of a
legendary Jewish kingdom now controlled by a wicked warlord. Fierce of spirit and itchy of foot, young Filaq
longs for his home and throne but hides a secret that may keep them out of reach. He also shows a flair for
startling escapes and for raising small armies.
With their purse in Filaq’s hands and their fates increasingly linked to his, the gentlemen fling themselves
into new exploits. They tangle with a cyclopean mahout, a hired killer, hordes of rampaging Northmen
and an elephant of many talents, not the least of which is a gift for drama. Amram, Zelikman and Filaq are
regularly parted and reunited, sometimes wounded and even pleasured. The stripling’s secret is duly
revealed, and after Filaq endures a last horrible assault, they all steal into the Khazarian stronghold for a
suitably bloody climax.
In an afterword, Chabon reveals that his original choice for the novel’s title was “Jews With Swords.”
Throughout, he plays off the traditional roles of a people usually seen not wielding a blade but suffering its
effects, twisting stereotypes to amplify a hidden history — or at least the hidden possibilities within history.
Zelikman is a Jewish doctor, but one who smokes hemp and uses his lancet in a knife fight as readily as in
surgery. Though the giant Amram isn’t exactly religious, he claims to be a descendant of the Queen of Sheba.
A David in the body of a Goliath, he (like Zelikman) first took up the sword “in sly defiance” of the law after
violence to the family womenfolk.
continued on page #6
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Aliya Brick
Karen Oshry
Liad Wolch
Clive Oshry Esther Olyan
Gloria Aaron
Megan Rabinovitch
Heidi Oshry Molly Collier Phillip Hardin
Marvin Bercovitch
Boris Plots Reeva Parker Jayden Leung
Alan Swerling
Lana Black
Ari Sniderman
Rayna Lew
Verne Karasick
Faye Kay
Alyssa Katz Laurence Abbott
Diane Radnoff
David Margolus
Jacqueline Greenblatt
Fern Robinson
Sharon Cohen

Happy Birthday!

Fund: It is customary to help sponsor
our Kiddush Lunch to honour the
memory of loved ones at the time of
their Yahrzeit or in honour of a
special occasion. Donations to the
Kiddush Lunch Fund can be made
online on our website or by contact-

Happy Anniversary!
Shelley Weinstein & Bruce Bradley
Danny & Connie Zalmanowitz

Supporting our Kiddush Lunch

Alan & Ruth Swerling
Paul & Erin Silverman
Martin & Fezula Grosh

A Message from your President,

ing the office at 780.488.6333 ext. 301.
Tax receipts are provided. We are
grateful for your ongoing support!

Beth Shalom M. Yedlin Memorial Library

Laurence Abbott
continued from page #5

continued from page #4
One of the ongoing challenges our congregation
is facing, and aggravated by the pandemic, is the
training of new lay leaders for services, especially Torah readers. Our congregation’s cadre of
experienced readers is smaller than it once was,
and we need to prepare a new generation of
readers. We have the resources to support the
training of Torah readers and lay leaders, but we
need volunteers to step forward to learn, so that
we can expand the cadre of service leaders,
again.
I hope that we will be able to return to more normal operations before the summer arrives, and I
continue to be grateful for all the ways our members continue to support Beth Shalom, and I am
grateful, too, for all the work our staff, board
members and volunteers do to sustain our shul.
Best wishes for 2022,
Laurence Abbott, PhD
President,
Edmonton Beth Shalom Congregation

…although the effect can be dizzying and the plot may
twist a time or two too many, it’s hard to resist its
gathering momentum, not to mention the sheer headlong pleasure of Chabon’s language.
A hillside fortress burns “zealously, sending up rolling
shafts of black smoke veined at their root with fire and
moaning like the mouth of a cave.” An invalid Northerner, “white as a fish belly,” is dragged from his hiding
place and “slashed open like a gushing sack of wine.”
On a rare break from the riotous action, Zelikman
comes to rest on a “carpet that smelled like rutting
sheep, in the cramped gloom of a circular dog tent constructed, as far as he could tell, from equal quantities of
rancid felt, dung smoke and the acrid shadow cast by a
naphtha lamp.”

Some phrases may sound jarringly contemporary
(Filaq and the mahout elude a “manhunt”), but it’s all
part of a technique that delightedly puffs up the novel’s
prose — then sticks a pin in it.
This is the title chosen for the Jewish Drop in Centre’s
book discussion on January 11th.

January 2022/Tevet 28-Shevat 29, 5782
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“Monuments and Museums:

Beth
Shalom’s
Adult Education
Committee
Program

How Austrians are dealing with
their pasts today”
Presentation by Joseph F. Patrouch, PhD
Professor, Department of History, Classics,
and Religion University of Alberta

Sunday January 16

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83209061892?pwd=cW5sVFNsUDNZdkhtd0tRYjFHd3p4Zz09
On November 9, 2021, as part of commemorations marking the anniversary of the anti-Jewish pogroms of
1938 popularly known as “Kristallnacht,” a new memorial was inaugurated in Vienna. This memorial, a long
wall engraved with the names of the over 64,000 Shoah victims from Austria, was the result of the initiative
of the Austro-Canadian Kurt Yakov Tutter. I will use this new “Namensmauer” (German for “Wall of
Names”) which is officially known as a Memorial to the Jewish Children, Women and Men of Austria who
were murdered in the Shoah,” as my entry point into a discussion of the various ways that modern Austrian
pasts are being reconceptualized in the present.

Examples will include the rebuilding of the Vienna Museum, the official report on the revision of the
Austrian Military History Museum, the renovation of the Austrian exhibition at Block 17 of AuschwitzBirkenau which opened on October 4, 2021, renovations to the Vienna Jewish Museum at Judenplatz and
discussions surrounding the utilization of Adolf Hitler’s birth house in Braunau am Inn, as well as the
“Lichtzeichen” artistic installations around the city of Vienna marking the locations of synagogues
destroyed during “Kristallnacht.”
A Message from Adult Education Committee

By Jeff Davis

Tuesday, December 7/2021 at 7:00 pm
Howard J. Sniderman, Q.C. and Rabbi Steven Schwarzman
Panel Discussion: Israel is very much a welcoming place for Conservative Jews … seriously!
The Zoom-waves were active on December 7th, expecting a Battle Royal worthy of a rabbinic disputation
on the topic but the panelists, showing the community spirit so prevalent in our movement, agreed on
a Battle Respectful.
In one corner, self-identifying as a rose-coloured glasses wearer, was Queen’s Council lawyer Howie
Sniderman, long-time volunteer in various areas with the Conservative/Masorti Movement and, for the past
12 years, an Associate member of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem Board of Governors. Howie often
travels to Israel in connection with his work for Conservative Judaism (CJ).
continued on page #8
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A Message from Adult Education Committee

continued from page #7

Facing him (or his screen image) was Beth Shalom’s Rabbi Steven “Get Real” Schwarzman, reformed
technical writer who did well in his Aliyah to Israel by meeting his wife Bettina, serving in the Israeli
Defense Force (IDF) and being moved to become a Rabbi. He ordained at New York City’s Jewish
Theological Seminary and has written 4 books and many articles.
Both panelists have wide knowledge and on-the-aretz experience with how CJ is faring ba’aretz.
We opened with some definitions and history. “Conservative Judaism” is a North American term, elsewhere
it’s called the Masorti Movement (MM), from massoret, “tradition”. We interpret the Torah and conserve
tradition with an eye on living a halachic Jewish life in the real world, guided by principles of
• Pluralism (considering all perspectives)
• Egalitarianism (considering all persons)
• Democracy (involving all in decision-making)
As to CJ’s image and mindshare in Israel, Howie says “Our foot is firmly in the door.” Noting that such a
position can be painful, he adds that “We are light years ahead of the past and eventually the door will be
fully open.”
In 2003 Beth Shalom twinned with Kehilat Ya’ar Ramot (KYR), a Masorti synagogue in the Jerusalem suburb
of Ramot. The following year Beth Shalom held its first (and to date only) mission to Israel. The mission
included a visit to KYR. Since then, the members of Beth Shalom have provided continuing support to KYR.
The KYR synagogue building nestles into a hillside and the dramatic view from the sanctuary looks over
some of the members’ homes across the street and out across a valley to the dramatic tower of the Chords
(David’s Harp) Bridge. KYR’s programs include neighbourhood outreach lectures (like our Adult Education
Program!) designed to draw both shul members as well as secular and Orthodox residents of the Ramot
neighbourhood. After one such lecture, an Orthodox visitor asked to look at a KYR Sefer Torah. After some
careful scrolling and inspection he announced “Yep, same as ours.” (Ok, maybe he didn’t say “Yep” but all
streams of Judaism speak from the same scroll.)
Our Conservative/Masorti Movement works on collaborative programs with Nefesh B’Nefesh (NBN “Soul for Soul”). Rabbi Yehoshua “Josh” Fass began NBN in 2001 after he made Aliyah from his home
in Florida to be a literal soul-for-soul replacement in Israel for a cousin who was murdered in a terrorist
attack the year before.
Since 2008 NBN has been charged by the Government of Israel with the task of overseeing all aspects involved in making aliyah by Jews from North America and a few other countries, as well as for all those young
men & women who make aliyah on their own to enter the IDF upon arrival. Those are the Garin Tzabar
(“Lone Soldiers”).
Nefesh B’Nefesh has helped smooth both the process of immigration itself, as well as integration for olim
continued on page #9
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A Message from Adult Education Committee

continued from page #8

(immigrants to Israel) following their arrival, by providing numerous resources such as contact with other
olim and, for our movement, through the Masorti Guide to Aliyah. NBN helped Rabbi Schwarzman’s daughter Rachel navigate the Israeli bureaucracy in her aliyah adventure. This is a big help to people who, in many
cases, aren’t yet fluent in Hebrew and almost certainly aren’t used to the bureaucracy and red tape involved
with so many Israeli administrative practices.
The Rabbi gave us some statistics: Israel welcomes an average of 20,000 olim a year, 10-15% of which are
North American. This number has risen significantly during the pandemic because if you WFH (work from
home), you might as well do it in the Homeland. For many, the isolation forced on them by the pandemic
helped crystallize and spur them to bring to fruition the dream of making aliyah.

52% of Jewish Israelis attend an Orthodox shul, 32% identify as non-religious, leaving a mere 16% for other
flavours of Judaism. Orthodox is the “default” stream because their (state-funded) shuls are “like Starbucks;
there’s one on every corner.” Government support covers much of the capital and operating costs for Orthodox establishments, making it essentially the established religion of Israel. This means that Orthodox membership dues are low to zero. This, and their mandated monopoly on life cycle events such as marriages and
conversions (“like the government Post Office for mailing a letter”) makes it easy for Israelis to choose a local
Orthodox shul when they feel a bracha (blessing) coming on.
Conversely, Conservative/Masorti and other streams depend on private, including North American, support
for buildings and clerical salaries. In Jerusalem, the spiritual centre of our faith, the influence of all streams is
apparent. In more cosmopolitan places like Tel Aviv non-Orthodox shuls may only offer a Shabbat morning
service aimed mostly at olim. Still and all, the Masorti Movement hasn’t really fully caught on… yet. But it’s
growing, with over 80 Masorti congregations currently operating throughout the length and breadth of Israel.
Howie agrees that non-Orthodox shuls appeal mostly to olim but notes that more and more sabras (native
born Israelis) are becoming members. One barrier for the sabras affinity for our movement relates to the need
for non-Orthodox congregations to fund themselves (as is the case for most synagogues everywhere outside
of Israel, no matter the stream of Judaism). The idea of paying dues to be a member of a synagogue is a wholly foreign concept for sabras.
The key factor in overcoming the obstacles and for the future growth of our movement in Israel lies in the
political realm (i.e. voting power). Israeli politics involve a great number of parties so, in order to govern, you
require a carefully negotiated, assembled and maintained coalition. The reliable bloc voting of the supporters
of the Ultra-Orthodox religious parties means that they feature in most coalitions and often hold the “balance
of power”. Masorti and other streams can gain acceptance and will make greater strides to opening the door
even wider through the election of government representatives sympathetic to their cause, helping to level
the “praying” field.
There has been progress. After the March 2021 election, the 4th in 2 years, an 8-party juggling act including an
independent Arab party (!) has held a 61-59 majority for, um, uh, 6(!) months (since June 13, 2021). Among
continued on page #10
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A Message from Adult Education Committee

continued from page #9

those with influence is Matan Kahana, head of the Ministry for Religious Services (not to be confused with the
Soviet Stalin-era Ministry of Cults). He is a former IDF Colonel and fighter pilot and is quite adamant about
his Orthodox beliefs and the place that Halachic traditions must have in the ongoing debates that his Ministry
is tasked with overseeing, which include such topics as conversion and marriage. That said, he is seen as
more conciliatory towards secular points of view than most previous holders of the office. (These include a
number of people who also became Prime Minister. I’m jus’ sayin’…).
Kahana has upset some of the Orthodox as well as all of the more extreme Ultra-Orthodox MKs (Members
of Knesset, the Israeli parliament) with ideas such as an overhaul of hechshers (Kashrut certifications). This is
currently a sinecure for government-employed Orthodox Rabbis; Kahana calls for private agencies to do this
job, hoping to cut “extortion”.
This change doesn’t mean that a CJ hechsher will get any respect but it is part of the “foot in the door”. Kahana
also wants to revamp local religious councils – more women! – but still in the control of the Chief Rabbinate
and to ease recognition of immigrants of Jewish background and of non-Orthodox conversion. “People like
these were Jewish enough for the Nazis, they should be Jewish enough for Israel.” A big change will be to get
more of the Ultra-Orthodox into mainstream employment and the IDF or other forms of National Service, removing long-standing exemptions.
Kahana remains opposed to civil marriage in Israel, and favours retaining Orthodox Rabbis as gatekeepers to
that. Israelis wanting a civil marriage will likely need to continue to nip across the pond to Cypress to tie a
non-kosher but legally recognized knot. The reforms being considered by Kahana may simplify that to recognize civil marriages performed in a foreign embassy within Israel.
Rabbi Schwarzman agrees that the current coalition (tick…tick) is made up of “strange bedfellows” brought
together by belaboured backroom backscratching. “Knesset Ministers have more control in their area than
Canadian counterparts.” He notes that many mainstream Israelis are wary and weary of Orthodox control of
many questions of religious life in Israel, particularly the question of “Who is a Jew?”
Soviet immigrants with non-Jewish mothers must go through a conversion administered by the Chief Rabbinate bureaucracy. In North American Conservative Judaism, the local Rabbi (like the Imam of the local
Mosque) has much more autonomy, while still operating in an interpretive framework going back to the Talmud and forward to a Zoom call to a valued seminary teacher.
The elephant in the room, and the one which gets the press and attention of the world (if not necessarily
non-Orthodox Israelis themselves) is actually not in the room, but outdoors. The Kotel (Kotel haMa’aravi,
Western Wall, aka Wailing Wall) is a retaining wall of the Temple Mount built by Roman governor Herod
(yeah, that Herod) as part of his Robert Moses-level refurbishment of the post-Babylonian exile Second Temple. It’s the closest we have to the Holy of Holies, tracing back to Moses on Mount Sinai. Its symbolic potency
makes it one of the most contentious resources in our faith. Rabbi Schwarzman recounted his IDF swearing-in
ceremony there, feeling the importance of place and weight of history on the occasion.
continued on page #11
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A Message from Adult Education Committee

continued from page #10

The history of the Temple Mount as gathering space for Jews goes back to Solomon but, since the
re-unification of Jerusalem during the 6-Day War, the Kotel has changed from a space where egalitarian access
was the norm in pre-State days into a space that is at once much larger and grander while, at the same time,
much more controlled and constrained. It is, in fact, operated as an Ultra-Orthodox synagogue by the
Ultra-Orthodox themselves, with full funding from the Israeli government and taxpayers. For us, the dilemma
is brought about by Ultra-Orthodox sects, perhaps too certain of their take on the Word of God, who think it
a good use of their time near the Kotel to prevent other Jews from worshiping there.
Howie showed us some pictures of the grand plaza in front of what we envision in our mind’s eye as the Kotel
itself, starting with one of Anat Hoffman. Anat is a member of the Reform movement and a renowned activist
for pluralism, egalitarianism, and democracy. Anat is the director and a founding member of Nashot HaKotel,
also known as Women of the Wall (WOW. Apt, no?). She has participated in women-led services in the
Women’s section of the traditional Kotel area that have led to protests and disruptions by more extreme
Ultra-Orthodox men, women & children, and during which the police have arrested people seemingly based
on the flip of a shekel (coin).
As Howie noted, when Anat was arrested in 2012 for reading from a Torah scroll, the Kotel issue was put on
the map, and Israel was the only country in the world where a women would be arrested for reading from a
Torah scroll.
Eventually the press cried “Shonda!” (Shameful scandal!), putting the cattle prod to the government of the day
and spurring Benyamin Netanyahu to ask Natan Sharansky, then Chair of the Jewish Agency for Israel, to
work with the involved parties to reach a solution on the allocation of fully pluralist and egalitarian prayer
space at the Kotel.
Howie’s photos showed us the traditional Men’s area and Women’s area of the Kotel (and we noted that Torah
reading tables were conspicuous by their absence in the Women’s area); the grand plaza in front of those areas;
the covered “Mughrabi” ramp that non-Muslims use to access the Haram-al-Sharif (the area atop the Temple
Mount including the Dome of the Rock and Al Aqsa Mosque); and the prayer area located just south of the
ramp that, for the past 20 years, has been set aside for egalitarian prayer.
That area, known to our movement as the “Masorti Kotel”, was originally part of the Jerusalem Archaeological
Park and is marked by piles of Roman-era rubble from Titus’s trashing of the Temple. And by far less security
than the traditional men’s & women’s Kotel areas, given that its entrance is actually outside the security
barriers which one must pass through to access the traditional Kotel plaza and men’s and women’s sections.
There is a small raised platform in the Masorti Kotel area where you can reach above the rubble to touch the
actual Kotel, but it is nothing like the expansive wall surface at the traditional Kotel men’s and women’s spaces
which most people have in their mind’s eye when they think of “touching the Wall”.
The January 31, 2016 agreement brokered by Natan Sharansky was hailed as a landmark. Those at the
continued on page #12
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negotiation table included the Conservative/Masorti movement, the Reform movement, the Women of the
Wall, and the (then) cabinet of the (then) government of Benjamin Netanyahu. And, in exchange for a
promise to continue funding for a host of existing Ultra-Orthodox handouts, it included the wink-wink,
nudge-nudge ‘blind’ blessing of the leaders of the Ultra-Orthodox parties.
But no sooner was the Kotel Agreement put to signature, and while the ink was still not yet dry, backbench
members of the Ultra-Orthodox parties whipped their base supporters into a frenzy, leading to violent
protests at the Kotel, and ending with Netanyahu’s decision 6 months later to suspend implementation of the
Kotel Agreement. And that is where things sit to this day, almost 6 years later. The most galling aspect of the
Kotel Agreement to the Ultra-Orthodox is that they would not have any say or control over the manner in
which the Masorti Kotel space was operated.
Because it’s a non-Orthodox prayer space, the Masorti Kotel area gets a mere sliver of the funding that the
Ultra-Orthodox controlled traditional Kotel areas are provided. Not for security, not for maintenance, not to
pay the salaries of the traditional Kotel bureaucracy that has arisen, or even to provide basics such as Torah
scrolls and prayer books for those praying at the Masorti Kotel.
Matan Kahana (remember him? Again with the politics…) recently commented, “It’s terrible that the Kotel is
an issue. Everyone agreed in 2016 but an extreme group broke the agreement. I’ll stick to kashrut and conversion and avoid hot potatoes (tapuchey adama chamim).”
Another new voice in the Knesset who is pushing for reforms is Reform movement Rabbi Gilad Kariv, the
first rabbi from the Reform movement to serve as an MK. He is also president and CEO of the Israel Movement for Reform and Progressive Judaism. He works closely with Anat Hoffman, and both work closely with
the heads of our Conservative/Masorti movement partners in Israel, North America and worldwide on the
many areas of concern to both our movements.
Howie feels that the issue of Kotel access resonates with a lot of mainstream Israelis and the discussion
around it involves and brings closer to the front of mind the realization by ‘secular’ Israelis (who will tell
you about the Orthodox synagogue they don’t go to and yet observe Shabbat as a day set apart from the rest
of the week; and yet observe in many respects the rhythms of the holidays throughout the year) that there
is much to offer by the progressive streams of Judaism and, as such, that “every day, the door opens a bit
wider”.
Rabbi Schwarzman noted that opening the door for Masorti and other streams “a bit wider” is still just a bit,
though. More pressing concerns for Israelis include combative neighbours, inflation, Arab-on-Arab crime
and integrating immigrants from many backgrounds.
Pressing the buttons to bring the listeners into the conversation, following are some of the questions,
comments and observations made by those who participated in the discussion:
continued on page #13
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Jeff Z. asked about the hechsher system in Israel. Yes there is corruption and some businesses complain that
the government bureaucrat Rabbi “shows up once a year to collect his cheque.”
Jeff Z. also asks about progress with access to the Kotel, will Kahana stonewall about the wall? Both Howie
and Rabbi Schwarzman think that the Kotel issues will sit on the back-burner; the razor-thin majority for the
governing coalition is too fragile. But, “There’s always another coalition.”
Michael A. asks “How can you rationalize the irrational?” and wants some stats on how many identify as being part of what stream. The Rabbi says 15-20% are hard-core Orthodox and “many” are secular. Howie adds
that 30% claim to be non-Orthodox. It depends on who and what you ask (like many such surveys). People,
Israelis no less than others, feel “chafed” by very different people who have outsize influence on their lives.
Michael A. posed this notion: “When is a (social) issue a (social) problem?” A: “When enough people see
it as a problem to fix.” Rabbi Schwarzman adds that issues like the Jewish status of the children of those not
converted by the Orthodox are being visited upon the second and third generation. Howie: Mainstream
Israelis notice how much money goes to (reliably-voting) Ultra-Orthodox who don’t contribute to the nation
in the same obvious way as mainstream Israelis do.
Susan L. asks if the various streams work together in Israel. Howie assures us that “progressive streams do
connect.”
YOU HEARD IT HERE FIRST

Rabbi Schwarzman teased, uh, informed us that plans are afoot for a Beth Shalom-organized trip to Israel in
2023. Touch your mezuzah on this one. He and Sharon Abbott also remind us to continue to support our kehila
comrades at Kehilat Ya’ar Ramot (KYR).
Many thanks to our Rabbi Steven Schwarzman and to Howie Sniderman for preparing and presenting so
much information and insight.
Has it been 7 years? A jubilee for the Beth Shalom Adult Education Program! During that time Anna Linetsky
and crew have brought many speakers and presenters from inside and outside our kehila with much to tell
Beth Shalom members and guests about topics ranging far and wide in space, time and subject. These sessions have contributed greatly to our knowledge of how we as Jews fit into the past, present and even future
world.
Special thanks to Rabbi Steven Schwarzman for bringing his knowledge and research on Biblical matters and
for his patience with talkative session participants. Also the tea and cookies. Sigh. One day…
For much more:
Women of the Wall https://masorti.org/
https://masorti.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Masorti-Guide-to-Aliyah_4.pdf.pdf
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TRIBUTE FUNDS
(Charitable tax receipts are sent out every year in February).
Todah Rabah, Mazal Tov, Get Well, Condolences
$18.00
Yedlin Library
$18.00 & up
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
$18.00 & up
Chai Fund
$18.00 & up
Book of Remembrance
$175.00
Tree of Life
$250.00
B’Kol Echad Song Book
$18.00
Sim Shalom Siddur Machzor/Lev Shalem Machzor
$54.00
Etz Hayim Chumash
$125.00
Building Improvement Fund
$50.00 & multiples
Torah Restoration Fund
$18.00 per letter/ $36.00 per word

Torah Restoration Fund
A word has been inscribed
With Seasonal Greeting to Beth
Shalom Congregation
From: Paul Polushin
A word has been inscribed
In memory of Bernard &Esther
Hartog van Bueren
From: Henk Deinum
A word has been inscribed
In honour of Moira & Herbert Sacks
From: Henk Deinum
Condolences to the Reichert family
A word has been inscribed
In memory of their wife, mother,
grandmother & great grandmother,
Toby Reichert
From: Ari Bernstein
Jack Chetner
Condolences to the Vogel family
A word has been inscribed
In memory of their father,
grandfather & great grandfather,
Barry Vogel
From: Reeva Parker
John & Judy Miller

A word has been inscribed
In memory of Ruth-Ellen’s
grandmother, Fruma Dozar
From: Ruth-Ellen & Joe Shafir
A word has been inscribed
In memory of Susan’s father,
Sid Grosweiner
From: Susan & Murray
Lieberman

Kiddush Fund
Condolences to Shawna Vogel
& Chris Gregson & family
On the loss of Shawna’s father,
Barry Vogel z”l
From: Sam & Eva Weisz
A donation has been made
In honour of the Naming of
Lana & George’s granddaughters, Lea & Maya Kroller
From: Lana Black & George
Abrams
A donation has been made
In memory of Sharon’s father,
Max Cantor
From: Sharon Abbott

A donation has been made
In memory of Paula’s husband,
Ed Snyder, & family, Alexander
Zigmund & Bella Weiss, Jack &
Sylvia Snyder, Barbara Tucker,
& Cecile Wechsler
From: Paula Snyder
A donation has been made
In memory of Phyllis’ grandmother,
Chai Kranis
From: Mel Wyne & Phyllis Nurgitz

A donation has been made
In memory of Mel’s brother, Morton
Harold Wyne
From: Mel Wyne & Phyllis Nurgitz
A donation has been made
In memory of Carol’s mother,
Dora Kettner
From: Carol & Ron Ritch
A donation has been made
In memory of Marvin’s parents,
Trudy & Ralph Katz
From: Marvin Katz

Mazal Tov
To Lana Black & George Abrams
On the birth of their twin granddaughters, Lea & Maya Kroller
From: Howie & Debbie
Sniderman

To Barbara & Rheinhart Kroller
On the birth of their twin granddaughters, Lea & Maya Kroller
From: Howie & Debbie Sniderman
continued on page #15
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TRIBUTE FUNDS
continued from page # 14
Condolences
To Jeff & Shannon Albert & family
On the loss of Jeff’s
grandmother, Anna Shapiro
From: John & Naomi Robins
To Brian Albert
On the loss of his grandmother,
Anna Shapiro
From: John & Naomi Robins

To Grant Vogel & Lemore Alima
& family
On the loss of Grant’s father,
Barry Vogel
From: Howie & Debbie Sniderman
Karen Oshry, Ellery, Rayna &
Noah Lew
Cantor David Mannes & Sondra
Ghitter-Mannes
Hershel & Lois Sorokin
To Jini Vogel
On the loss of Barry Vogel
From: Howie & Debbie
Sniderman

To Saul Reichert & family
On the loss of Saul’s wife, Toby
Reichert
From: Sydney & Eleanor Bercov

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
A donation has been made
In memory of Sari’s husband,
David Schiff
From: Sari Schiff

To Ari Bernstein
On the loss of his aunt,
Toby Reichert
From: Howie & Debbie Sniderman Prayerbook Fund

Condolences to Grant Vogel
& Lemore Alima & family
To Shawna Vogel & Chris
A Sim Shalom Siddur has been
Gregson & family
dedicated in memory of Grant’s
On the loss of Shawna’s father,
father, Barry Vogel z”l
Barry Vogel
From: Howie & Debbie Sniderman From: Erin & Paul Silverman &
Karen Oshry, Ellery, Rayna & Noah family
Lew
Cantor David Mannes & Sondra
A Sim Shalom Siddur has been
Ghitter-Mannes
dedicated in memory of Hoda’s
Ray & Linda Rutman
brother, Jacob Mendel
From: Hoda & Malcolm Cohen
To Rick & Nikki Vogel & family
On the loss of Rick’s father,
Barry Vogel
From: Howie & Debbie Sniderman
Karen Oshry, Ellery, Rayna & Noah
Lew
Cantor David Mannes & Sondra
Ghitter-Mannes

A Chumash has been
dedicated in memory of
Ruth-Ellen’ parents,
Norman & Suni Silverman
From: Ruth-Ellen & Joe Shafir &
Steven & Talya Shafir & family

The Board of Directors
and Congregation offer
their deepest condolences to
the following families:
To Shawna Vogel & Chris
Gregson & family on the loss of
Shawna’s father, Barry Vogel z’l.
To Rick & Nikki Vogel & family
on the loss of Rick’s
father, Barry Vogel z”l.
To Grant Vogel & Lemore Alima
& family on the loss of Grant’s
father, Barry Vogel z”l.
May his memory be a blessing.
A Sim Shalom Siddur has been
dedicated in memory of Faye’s
father, Alter Bloomenthal
From: Cyril & Faye Kay
A Sim Shalom Siddur has been
dedicated in memory of Cyril’s
mother, Fanny Kay
From: Cyril & Faye Kay
WITTEN LLP,
Barristers & Solicitors
#2500, Can. Western Bank Pl.
10303 Jasper Ave.,
Edmonton, AB T5J 3N6
Tel: (780) 428-0501
Fax: (780) 429-2559
Email: lawyers@wittenlaw.com;
ww.wittenlaw.com
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Congregation Beth Shalom
11916 Jasper Ave. NW
Edmonton AB T5K 0N9
Phone: (780) 488-6333 /Fax: (780) 488-6259
Email: info@e-bethshalom.org
Website: http://www.edmontonbethshalom.org
Office Hours
Monday-Thursday 9:00 AM — 4:30 PM
Friday 9:00 AM—2:30 PM
Board of Directors 2021-2022
Laurence Abbott President
Lana Black
Past President
Sylvia Alpern
Secretary
Adam Merrick

Treasurer

Debbie Anson

Director

Sam Fialkow

Director

Drew Hanson

Director

Marvin Karrel

Director

Anna Linetsky

Director

Seth Glick

Director

Netta Phillet

Women’s League President
Synagogue Staff

Important Kehila Reminders
Bikkur Cholim: If you would like to be contacted by
Rabbi Schwarzman please contact him at 780.4886333/302
or rabbi@edmontonbethshalom.org
Scent Free Shul: Out of respect for your fellow congregants who may suffer from allergies, please reduce your
use of scented products when you are in the synagogue.
Mishebeirah—prayer for the sick: If you would like us
to include the name of someone who is not well during the
Mishebeirach prayer when services begin again on Shabbat
morning, please either call 780.488-6333/301 or email
info@e-bethshalom.org, with their Hebrew or English name/s.
Traditionally we include the person's Hebrew name(s) and
their mother's Hebrew name(s), for example, “Moshe ben
D'vorah” or “D’vorah bat Miriam” (ben or bat means son or
daughter of). If, however, you do not have a Hebrew name for
this person or they are not Jewish then an English name will
do. If a name on the list should no longer be listed, can you
kindly let us know so we can remove the individual from our
list?
Due to the Canadian privacy of information laws we
require that congregants get permission from the ill
person(s) to have their name(s) read aloud from the Bimah
on Shabbat.

Rabbi Steven Schwarzman—Spiritual Leader
rabbi@edmontonbethshalom.org, or ext. 302
Cantor David Mannes — Ritual Assistant
dmannes@edmontonbethshalom.org, ext. 303
Helena Khazanovsky — Office Manager
info@e-bethshalom.org, ext. 301
Dorothy Turner — Bookkeeper
bookkeeper@e-bethshalom.org, ext. 304

Todah Raba to our Publishing Volunteers
Thank you to Sharon Abbott & Ruth-Ellen Shafir
for editing our Beth Shalom Publications.

Please contact Helena Khazanovsky
for catering inquiries.
Accuracy of Information: We do our best to
ensure the accuracy of all the information in the
Bulletin, but despite our best efforts, sometimes
an error appears. Please accept our sincere
apologies for any errors. Please let us know so
that we can correct them as soon as possible or
update our records where necessary.

Gift Registry available
for Weddings & Bar/Bat Mitzvahs.

Judaica Shop Open:
Monday-Thursday
between
9:30am & 4:00pm;
Friday between
9:30am & 2:30pm
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