Shabbat Services
Shacharit 9:30 am
January 2

Vayechi

January 9

Shemot

January 16

Va’eira

January 23

BO

January 30

Beshalach

edmontonbethshalom.org/livestream.html
Havdalah Services on Saturdays,
at 7 pm The Zoom link for Havdalah
is: https://bit.ly/3jfycVD
Weekday Morning Minyans:
Sunday at 9:00 am
https://bit.ly/2yE4EyR
Monday to Friday at 8:00 am
Candle Lighting

Baruch Atah Adonai, Eloheinu

Time on Fridays:

Melech Ha Olam, Asher
Kidshanu B’Mitzvotav Vitzevanu
Lehadlik Ner Shel Shabbat.
Blessed art Thou, O Lord our

January 1 4:07pm

God, Sovereign\of the Universe,

January 8 4:17pm

Who has sanctified us by Thy

January 15 4:28pm

commandments, and has

January 22 4:40pm

commanded us to kindle

January 29 4:52pm

the Sabbath lights..
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A Message from your Rabbi, Steven Schwarzman
Conjure up an image, if you will, of a boot camp. Basic training. Drill sergeants
whipping the recruits into shape and all that. Not a lot of fun.
Now conjure up a very different image, of a comfortable beit midrash, where Jewish
learning takes place in a warm and supportive environment. It's not Hebrew school;
these are adults who are there because they want to be there. They're eager to learn.
I suppose each method can claim its successes. But I think most of us, given a choice, would choose the beit
midrash. And now you can.
You see, our new Introduction to Judaism class isn't just for people considering conversion to Judaism
(though it's for them, too). It's also designed to give people who have been Jews for a long time, even from
birth, a thorough course covering all the basics and then some of what Judaism is all about. Hebrew. Bible.
Midrash. Talmud. Jewish history. Shabbat. Holidays. Israel. Jewish beliefs. How to keep kosher. Jewish
prayer. And so on, over the course of many months, the better part
Learn the basics of a year, actually, so that we have time to cover all of those basics
of Jewish life,
and whet your appetite to delve into more learning.
thought, history, prayer, Shabbat and
And the good news is that a new class is starting on January 12.
holidays, and more. Suitable for
And even better, it's free for Beth Shalom members (you'll just have
people considering conversion to
to buy the books). And best of all, it's not boot camp. It is the warm,
Judaism and for Jews who want to
supportive environment of a beit midrash (via Zoom for now). It's a
know more about Judaism.
chance to learn everything you always wanted to know about
being Jewish, and no previous knowledge is required. Nope Classes meet weekly, starting
there are no prerequisites, no entry exams, no pressure. Where you
Tuesday evening, January 12,
already know something, that's great, and you can contribute in
via Zoom.
our discussion. Where you learn something new, that's also
Cost: Free for Beth Shalom members,
great - and there will be no embarrassment for not having had a
non-members $180,
chance to learn it before.
plus purchase of books.
Registration is required - to sign up, From the comfort of your living room, you can join a group of
enthusiastic adult students as we delve into learning the basics
please contact the Beth Shalom office
of Judaism, and for free. What's not to like?
at info@e-bethshalom.org or
780.4886333/301
Note: There are additional costs
and requirements for conversion,
separate from this course.
Please contact Rabbi Schwarzman
for more information at
rabbi@edmontonbethshalom.org

How can you sign up? Just contact Helena in the synagogue office
and let her know that you want to be a part of this.
Classes start Tuesday evening, January 12! Join us - it's a great way
to get out of the pandemic doldrums, and a great way to feel good
about being Jewish.
Rabbi Steven Schwarzman
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A Message from your President, Laurence Abbott
The past nine months have been challenging and difficult for all of us, and I know
we all hope that we’re turning a corner, and that vaccines for COVID will mean that
0202/ תשפ”אwill be a year when we find a new normal that more closely resembles
the old normal. Since this past March we’ve made changes in our daily routines,
altering the ways we interact, adopting a vocabulary of pandemic-related terms and
concepts, and we’re becoming increasingly accustomed to interacting online in our
professional, personal and spiritual lives. The crisis has highlighted our strengths
and alerted us to some of our weaknesses, and it continues to test us.

For me, our morning minyan service on Zoom has become a regular part of my
routine, and we have built a community of regular attendees, and we’re achieving
a minyan nearly every day, Sunday through Friday. With each passing day my
appreciation for its value grows. For members of our kehillah who have lost loved
ones, and for those marking yahrzeits, our Zoom minyanim continue to offer an
opportunity to recite kaddish, to share stories, and to see each other’s faces. Often,
we’ve been able to include mourners and attendees from outside of Edmonton,
offering us an opportunity to support families of our kehillah in ways we were
never able to in the past.

Jewish
influences
in Folk
Rock and
Rock of
the 60’s
A musical review
with Cantor
David Mannes

Journey back to days
of the most influential
music of the Baby
Boomer generation and
the Counter-Revolution
Yet, I know that our efforts to connect with and support our membership throughout
of the 60’s
this crisis are not always as successful as we might wish. There are technological
issues, questions related to halacha, especially the impact of technology on our ritual
Learn about Jewish
and customs, and there are challenges to delivering programs. It continues to be a
musicians who helped
influence an entire
learning process for our rabbi, our professional staff and for our board. Importantly,
generation and listen
Beth Shalom continues to operate.
to their music

January 30th

Recently, the membership committee submitted a report to the board of directors.
at 3:00pm
It included data from an online questionnaire that reached both members and nonmembers, and it offered insights into long-evolving issues and challenges facing Beth
Zoom Link TBA
Shalom. They made recommendations related to program delivery, communication,
the demographic character of our membership, the difficulty of drawing younger singles and families into
shul membership, and our fee structure. None of the challenges have quick fixes, and some will require more
consultation with our kehillah. Notably, all of the issues are ones that are not new and not unique to Beth
Shalom, and each is worthy of serious consideration. Thank you to Drew Hanson, Ruth Coppens, Barry
Goldberg, Kyle Huberman, Laura Schechter, Chloe Soibelman, and Ethan Zwaigenbaum, who served on
this committee.
Respectfully,
Laurence Abbott
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A Message from Adult Education Committee
On November 29, the Adult Education Committee was pleased to present, via Zoom, a panel discussion on
The Importance of the Press in a Free Society. Anna Linetsky, the Adult Education Committee chair, said we
were honoured to have panelists with such impressive resumes. For nearly two hours, the Honourable Paula
Simons, Senator who represents Alberta, and the Honourable Mr. Justice Robert Graesser, of the Court of
Queen’s Bench, shared their knowledge and insights with more than 40 attendees.
Mr. Justice Graesser started the discussion with a brief history of freedom to speak one’s opinion and publish
it. He said a person in his position has to declare his bias before writing and mentioned that he had acted for
the Edmonton Journal in the past. He said when Senator Simons worked at the Journal, she was an ethical
reporter. He noted how distressed he was by the decline of the mainstream media that we had grown to
depend on in the past for truthful reporting. Sound journalism has, increasingly, been replaced by articles
written by anyone with access to the Internet. Too often, the product is fake or deliberately misleading news,
with little or no grounding in factual information.
Before Guttenberg invented the printing press in the mid-1440s, everything was written by hand and only
read by a few. Because of the printing press, information became accessible and affordable. By 1695 in
England, newspapers were licensed and required royal licence. News could be printed, but one had to be
careful not to publish blasphemy. By the early 1800s, there was greater freedom of the English press. This
meant members of the public could express their own opinions even if they were different to general opinion.
Suppression of a free press has long been a feature of dictatorships, authoritarian regimes, and absolute
monarchies. Germany was an example of total suppression up to and during WWII. More recently, China
has actively suppressed freedom of the press.
Freedom of the press requires balance, and one can’t defame another person – that is punishable in the
courts. The press has to make an effort to be fair and accurate about what is said, and the courts can help hold
the press accountable. Mr. Justice Graesser asked Senator Simons if the press is owed anything in return.
Senator Simons began by talking about how her family influenced her journalism career. She was raised in a
home with freedom of religion and thought. She started as a reporter and then became an opinion writer.
She stressed that we need freedom of thought in books and newspapers. She said that now the press has to
fight to get access to government documents and that truth is under assault. It is hard to access government
information in Canada, and easier in the U.S.
Mainstream media is faced with a mortal threat. Legacy news media is faced with collapse because it is
outpaced by digital media. There are, increasingly, information deserts where smaller newspapers cannot
survive. In a digital age anyone can have access to an audience, and it is more challenging to determine what
is true and false. Too many people think the mainstream media is fake news. It used to be that everyone
subscribed to a daily newspaper, like the Journal, or listened to the 6 o’clock news. Now the consumer has
to filter out the news from the noise.
Mr. Justice Graesser noted that the Journal used to be a thick newspaper. With financial challenges to the
newspaper business, it has lost its focus. It had many reporters who covered the local news, offering balanced
views. Now they have to worry about income from advertising, weakening filters and controls.
continued on page #5
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A Message from Adult Education Committee

continued from page #4

In the 1920s, 30s, 40s, the mainstream press was very political. There was a change in the 1950s to the 80s
when the press was less biased. Now the press feels it needs to compete with Internet media and be provocative in order to attract readers. Even in the mid 1990s, the Journal had many reporters working in shifts to
cover the news. Where there were 40 reporters covering local news, now there are nine. There used to be
theatre critics, an arts section, social pages and other subjects of local interest. Now there is one part time
employee to cover all of these areas. There is one person at City Hall instead of the bureau the Journal once
had. Senator Simons said reporters are extraordinary. There is no deadwood. Reporters are young and
hungry. There is good reporting at the Journal, and we need to support them.
Mr. Justice Graesser was asked where he gets reliable information. He said people are bombarded with fake
news and aren’t educated enough to figure out what is true. Trusted sources are the Globe and Mail, the CBC,
the Washington Post, the New York Times, the Guardian, and the BBC. News media with money can be
ethical. The government pours money into the CBC to sustain press freedom.
The Journal went to court to oppose closed court rooms. Mr. Justice Graesser said there is only one reporter at
the Court House, now, so judges don’t need to worry about asking for a closed court room to avoid reporters
because one reporter can’t cover everything. After the pandemic began, right wing people started turning up
in court rooms and they don’t follow rules like the reporters do. They can publish news that was supposed to
be confidential while the trial takes place. They aren’t bound by any ethical norms, like reporters.
Senator Simons said that now the press, with exceptions like the Guardian, don’t give background to a story.
People are incurious. Mr. Justice Graesser said the world has gotten smaller and we can get instant information, but people have gotten insular and aren’t interested. He thinks the press doesn’t have an obligation
to write beyond what people will read. There are protections for responsible journalism. Responsibility goes
with rights, he said. Things should be reported fairly showing different sides of an argument. He deplores the
idea that people believe what they want to believe. He wonders how to recreate a situation where ethics are
observed, and news is balanced. There shouldn’t be hidden agendas.
Reporters also have to be careful not to publish information that might cause a newspaper or broadcaster to
be sued. A reporter has to prove he or she followed an ethical course in writing a story. In Canada, you don’t
have to prove your innocence in court; the court has to prove you are guilty. But if you are accused of liable,
you have to prove your innocence. This means a responsible media might not follow a story and tell the truth.
An editor might not run a story if he thinks the paper will be sued. However, the anonymity of the internet
allows for the publication of news and opinions that may be defamatory. It is dangerous when people think
they have more knowledge than experts – false news goes viral, as people with agendas spread conspiracy
theories.

We can conclude that the truth is often hard to find, and that it’s important to look at various sources of news
and reach your own conclusions. The concerns of our panelists should give us pause when we read or hear
something, and both encourage us to look for background before coming to a conclusion.
Rabbi Schwarzman thanked the panelists for their enlightening conversation and for taking the time to do
this presentation. A thank you gift will be in the form of a donation to Leket, an Israeli organization that does
food reclamation and distributes it to the poor.
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Women’s League News

WHY WOMEN’S LEAGUE?
Beth Shalom Women’s League (BSWL)

It has been a long time since I’ve heard the question, “Why does Beth Shalom need a women’s league when
we are fully egalitarian?” but I did again just last week. My answer: our synagogue may be egalitarian but
our history isn’t and in fact individual synagogues affiliated with the Conservative movement do not have to
comply with this ideal so it still cannot be taken for granted.

The right to read from the Torah, to be counted in a minyan, what we are allowed to wear, everything younger women can take for granted had to be fought for. Our BSWL has held educational panel discussions on
conversion, keruv (outreach to the intermarried), agunot (women who are trapped in a failed marriage because
the husband refuses to give a divorce), health issues and much more over many years when we did not have
active adult education programming. WL is an international body involved in issues like gun violence and
reproductive rights (more for our sisters in the US) and we have an official delegation representing us at the
United Nations. Excellent free programs are available from noted rabbis and scholars, some female, all feminist. Money raised for the WL Torah Fund goes towards scholarships and housing for rabbinic and cantorial
students as well as specific annual projects; one of my favourites was 500 bookshelves for the Jewish Theological Seminary library, the largest one in the western hemisphere.

Thousands of dollars raised in our Judaica shop (Edmonton’s only) have made substantial contributions to
the synagogue; Ruth Ellen has written about that elsewhere in this newsletter.

When I converted I knew almost no one at BS younger than my in-laws’ generation and they were in their
80’s. I sat alone in shul and if WL hadn’t approached me I really wonder what path my Judaism might have
taken. I knew conversion was just the first step in a journey that would last the rest of my life but I needed
other women to model what that could look like. Supporting WL through membership is a Thank You for
the work that has been done as well as recognition that it continues.
Netta Phillet
WITTEN LLP, Barristers & Solicitors

Beth Shalom welcomes

#2500, Canadian Western Bank Pl.

advertising from members

10303 Jasper Ave., Edmonton, AB T5J 3N6

of our congregation and
the community.
Only business card size

Tel: (780) 428-0501

ads are accepted. The cost is $25.00 per issue or $250.00

Fax: (780) 429-2559

for a full year when paid for in advance.

Email: lawyers@wittenlaw.com;
ww.wittenlaw.com

To arrange for an ad in the next Bulletin, please call the
office at 780-488-6333, ext. 301.
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JUDAICA SHOP

Women’s League News

Nancy Elman approached me around 1996 or 1997 to ask if I wanted a position in
Women’s League. I waffled. She asked if I wanted to assume the chairmanship of
the Judaica shop. I said I’d think about it. I wanted to discuss this with my mom
who told me it would be “right up my alley.” So accepted the offer and I’m still here!
Nancy taught me everything she knew.
In those days the Judaica shop consisted of three or four locked cabinets in the back
hall outside of the lower auditorium and one cabinet inside the auditorium. That set
up continued until 2001 when we were asked if we wanted our present space, which

Judaica Shop Open:

was the caretaker’s supply room. Of course we said “yes!!!” After a few renovations,

Monday-Thursday

we moved all our mismatched cabinets into our new premises.

between
9:30am & 4:00pm;

We survived three floods from the dishwasher in the kitchen above us. For several

Friday between

years, we lived with a moldy carpet, a warped cabinet and mold behind the drywall.

9:30am & 2:30pm
the Judaica Shop
remains open by
appointments only
at this time

In 2013, Women’s League honoured me by naming the shop “ Gifts to Rellish Judaica Shop” and we were able to upgrade to matching cabinets, shelves in the windows,
new drywall and we disposed of the moldy carpet.
We are able to offer many different items including ritual and gift. We can also order

•

Ritual items

Gift items

special items upon request. If anyone wants something specific, and does not see it,
just ask!

Special orders
•

Tallitot
Kippot

Money raised in the shop is used for Women’s League purposes or is donated by

Mezuzah Cases

way of purchases for the synagogue.

Scrolls
Candles

Some of the items Women’s League has purchased for the synagogue include a new

Candle Holders

phone system, blinds in the lower auditorium and board room, new cutlery for the

Menorahs

upstairs kitchen, an air conditioning system for the kitchen, a new commercial dish-

Challah plates

washer, and a warming oven. We also provide scholarships for members to attend

Pesach merchandise

conferences. We have also used funds to pay consultants for conferences held here.

and much more

Gift Registry

I enjoy my job at the shop and God willing I hope to continue for many years.

available for
Weddings &

Ruth Ellen Shafir

Bar/Bat Mitzvahs.

Gifts to Rellish Judaica Shop
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Condolences

TRIBUTE FUNDS

To Debbie Anson & family
On the loss of Debbie’s mother,
Phyllis Engelberg
From: Cantor Davis Mannes &
Sondra Ghitter-Mannes
Howie & Debbie Sniderman
Carol & Ron Ritch
Pauline Uretsky
Sharon Cohen
Valda Levin
Hershel & Lois Sorokin
Sam & Joyce Galante
Laurence Abbott
Trevor & Taryn Horwitz

(Charitable tax receipts are sent out every year in February).
Todah Rabah, Mazal Tov, Get Well, Condolences

$18.00

Yedlin Library

$18.00 & up

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

$18.00 & up

Chai Fund

$18.00 & up

Book of Remembrance

$175.00

Tree of Life

$250.00

B’Kol Echad Song Book

$18.00

Sim Shalom Siddur Machzor/Lev Shalem Machzor

$54.00

Etz Hayim Chumash

$62.50

1/2 share

Etz Hayim Chumash

$125.00

Building Improvement Fund
To Michael & Colleen Paull &
family
On the loss of Michael’s father,
Cecil Paull
From: Arlene & Pierre Morin
To Pauline Uretsky & family
On the loss of her husband,
Rick Uretsky
From: Debby Remis & Irv
Yaverbaum
To Marilyn & Murray Glick
On the loss of their brother-inlaw, Rick Uretsky
From: Riva & Howard Shein
To Jay Cairns & family
On the loss of his parents, Bobby
& Sharon Cairns
From: Lena & Victor Linetsky
Arlene & Pierre Morin
Fay & Cyril Kay

Torah Restoration Fund
To Matt & Tami Cairns & family
On the loss of Matt’s parents,
Bobby & Sharon Cairns
From: Lena & Victor Linetsky
Phillip & Toni Gold

$50.00 & multiples
$18.00 per letter/ $36.00 per word
To Bernie Adler & family
On the loss of Bernie’s wife,
Miriam Adler
From: Howie & Debbie Sniderman
continued on page # 9

To Jay Cairns & family
On the loss of his mother, Sharon
Cairns
From: Phillip & Toni Gold
Howie & Debbie Sniderman
To Matt & Tami Cairns & family
On the loss of Matt’s mother,
Sharon Cairns
From: Howie & Debbie Sniderman
To Sandy & Moe Litman
On the loss of Sandy’s mother
From: Jean & Aaron Oshry

The Board of
Directors and
Congregation offer
May

their deepest

their

condolences to the

Memory

following families:

be for a
Blessing
To Debbie Anson & family

on the loss of her mother,
Phyllis Engelberg.
May their memory be for a

To the Cairns family
On the loss of his parents, Bobby
& Sharon Cairns
From: Hershel & Lois Sorokin

To Chloe & Felix Soibelman &
family
On the loss of Chloe’s
grandmother
From: Jean & Aaron Oshry

blessing.
To Chloe & Felix Soibelman
& family on the loss of
Chloe’s grandmother.
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TRIBUTE FUNDS
continued from page # 8
Kiddush Fund
A donation has been made
In memory of Judith’s
grandmother, Ethel Benditt
From: Judith Friedman
A donation has been made
In memory of Carol’s mother,
Dora Kettner
From: Carol & Ron Ritch

Three letters have been
inscribed in memory of Hoda’s
brother, Jacob Mendel Joffe
From: Hoda & Malcolm Cohen
Prayer Book Fund
Condolences to Pauline Uretsky
& family
A Sim Shalom Siddur has been
dedicated in memory of your
husband, Rick Uretsky
From: Earle & Ruth Snider

If you have a special occasion
or accomplishment to share
with the congregation please
call the office at 780-488-6333 ext. 301
or write to info@e–bethshalom.org.
Mazal Tov to Aubrey & Lauren Uretsky
on the birth of their daughter, Eve Rachel.
Mazal Tov to Pauline Uretsky
on the birth of her granddaughter, Eve
Rachel Uretsky.

Mazal Tov to Penny and Phil Hardin on
the birth of their grandson Shane Isaac.
A Weekday Sim Shalom Siddur Proud parents are Cindy Hardin and
Mazal Tov to Amy & Mitch
has been dedicated
Eric Mah of Calgary.
Weinberg
In memory of Reeva’s father,
On the birth of their son, Eli
Barry Tessler
Mazal Tov to Rabbi Steven & Bettina
From: Lana Black & George
From: Reeva Parker
Schwarzman on the birth of their
Abrams
grandson in Israel.
A Chumash has been
Building Improvement Fund
A donation has been made
dedicated in memory of Phyllis
In memory of Paula’s husband, Engelberg, mother of Steve
A donation has been made
Ed Snyder, father Alexander
In memory of Hoda’s brother,
Engelberg, Ronni Jacobson &
Zigmund Weiss, parents-in-law, Debbie Anson
Jacob Mendel Joffe
Sylvia & Jack Snyder, aunt,
From: Hoda & Malcolm Cohen
From: Steve Engelberg
Cecile Wechsler & sister-in-law
Barbara Tucker
Tribute
From: Paula Snyder
Mazal Tov
Cards
Library Fund
are a
To Elliot & Dena Gelfand
Condolences to Debbie Anson
wonderful
On the birth of their great
& family
Torah Restoration Fund
way to
grandchild
On the loss of Debbie’s mother,
Condolences to Pauline Uretsky Phyllis Engelberg
From: Jean & Aaron Oshry
honor and
A word has been inscribed
From: Karen & Abe Hering
recognize
In memory of her husband,
your love
Rick Uretsky
To Phil & Penny Hardin
to family,
From: Ron & Naomi Wolch
On the birth of their
Condolences to Howie &
friends
grandson, Shane Isaac Mah
Debbie Sniderman
and
loved
On the loss of Howie’s parents, From: Ruth-Ellen & Joe Shafir
Condolences to Debbie Anson
ones in
Trevor & Taryn Horwitz
Syd & Audrey Sniderman
& family
times
From: Karen & Abe Hering
A word has been inscribed
of joy,
In memory of Debbie’s mother,
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
celebraPhyllis Engelberg
Mazal Tov to Rabbi Steven &
tion and
A donation has been made
From: Janine & Sam Krickler & Bettina Schwarzman
In memory of Sharon’s
even in
Justin Krickler & Christina
On the birth of their grandson
father, Dr. Max Cantor
sadness
Mokellky
From: Karen & Abe Hering
From: Sharon Abbott
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BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND!!

Edmonton Jewish Community
Directory 2021
MAKE SURE YOU’RE PART OF IT!

Liad Wolch
Dan Steiner
Esther Olyan
Alan Swerling
Verne Karasick
Reeva Parker
Rayna Lew
Alyssa Katz

Diane Radnoff
Alan Lyons
Karen Oshry
Sean Sonego
Aliya Brick
Clive Oshry
Jayden Leung
Boris Plots
Lana Black
Laurence Abbott
David Margolus

Faye Kay
Fern Robinson
Anna Shapiro
Mark Husband
Gloria Aaron
Philip Hardin
Heidi Oshry
Ari Sniderman
Sharon Cohen

After an outpouring of requests from our Edmonton
Jewish community members, the Edmonton Talmud
Megan Rabinovitch Jacqueline Greenblatt
Torah is looking forward to re-publishing a
May their
memoryinbe
forspring
a blessing.
community
directory
the
of 2021.
Marvin Bercovitch Lisa Rabinovitch
Although Covid 19 has physically separated us,
Alan & Ruth Swerling
it has also kindled a need to connect us with each
Paul & Erin Silverman
other. Our community has always been close, and
the phonebook has served as a tool to maintain and
Martin & Fezula Grosh
connect individuals, institutions and businesses
Danny & Connie Zalmanowitz
throughout the city as well as being a major
Shelley Weinstein & Bruce Bradley
fundraiser for the Talmud Torah School.
Please take a few minutes now to click on this
link that will take you to a form where you can
fill out your listings information:
https://bit.ly/2021ttlistings
WE HOPE TO COLLECT YOUR RESPONSE
BEFORE THE END OF FEBRUARY.

If you prefer to provide your information via phone
or email, please call the Talmud Torah Society office
at 780.481.3377 or email TTlistings@gmail.com
You do not have to live in the Edmonton area to
be listed in the directory. Help us spread the
word! Please forward this email to family and
friends who may wish to be listed or to advertise
in our new directory.

Supporting our Kiddush Lunch Fund:
It is customary to help sponsor our Kiddush Lunch to
honour the memory of loved ones at the time of their
Yahrzeit or in honour of a special occasion. Donations
to the Kiddush Lunch Fund can be made online on
our website or by contacting the office at
780.488.6333 ext. 301. Tax receipts are provided.
We are grateful for
your ongoing support!

Beth Shalom's
Bnai Mitzvah Class
Zoom Link https://bit.ly/2yE4EyR
Sundays at 9:00 am,
starting with Minyan
To B’nai Mitzvah Parents:

Please make sure we receive the article and photo of your child as
soon as possible! This will help us to ensure their information is
available in the appropriate monthly bulletin. Thank You!
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Our library

Beth Shalom M. Yedlin Memorial Library

is accessible
to the entire

BETH SHALOM M. YEDLIN MEMORIAL LIBRARY NEW ACQUISITION

community,
“The Song of the Jade Lily” by Kirsty Manning
Review by Shira R. London (Jewish Book Council)

and beyond, during
synagogue office hours:
Monday to Thursday

between 9am & 4:30pm;
The exotic sights and scents of Shanghai as experienced by the Jewish refugees
Fridays between
who fled there during the Holocaust are brought vividly to life in Kirsty
Manning’s gripping new novel. The book is told in alternating chapers from
9am-2:30pm; Closed
the perspectives of two compelling characters: Romy Bernfeld, who escapes
Saturdays & Sundays.
Vienna with her parents after Kristallnacht and lives in Shanghai during World
War II, and her granddaughter Alexandra, whose job sends her to Shanghai
Please consult Netta Phillet
from Australia, where she was raised by her doting grandparents. The parallel
about the possibility of
stories unfold as Alexandra searches for information about her family’s past in
donating to the library
Shanghai, revealing Romy’s harrowing wartime experiences and long hidden
prior to bringing books to
family secrets.
the library. Thank You !
Manning expresses deep sensitivity to the plight of grieving refugees who were
torn from family members and whose fate often remained unknown throughout the war. This will resonate with readers who are familiar with the devastating toll the Holocaust took on
family life.
Manning also portrays the brutal occupation of parts of Shanghai by Japanese troops during the war and the
palpable fear experienced by the Jews and their Chinese neighbors. This was even more terrifying for Jews
who had already experienced the savagery of occupying Nazi troops. The author gives the reader a clear
sense of what it meant to live under conditions of fear and uncertainty through the experiences of the
Bernfelds and other residents of the city.
Manning visited Shanghai and has done extensive research on the experiences of Jews who lived there
during the war, which is reflected in her evocative depiction of life in the city. Her portrayal of day-to-day life
is enriched by detailed descriptions of food preparation, traditional Chinese herbal medicines, and Chinese
customs and traditions.
The best historical fiction draws the reader into a story and time period so completely that the characters
seem real. This book is certainly in that category — the reader genuinely comes to care about the characters
and their lives. It is evident that the author cares deeply about not only her fictional characters, but also the
thousands of Jewish refugees who made it to Shanghai. Manning portrays their strength and resilience
memorably in this beautifully written book.
Shira R. London is the librarian at Beth Tfiloh Dahan Community High School in Baltimore, MD. She holds
an M.L.S. from Columbia University.
This book is a good companion to “The Last Kings of Shanghai: The Rival Jewish Dynasties That Helped
Create Modern China” by J. Kauffmann, also in the BS library.
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Congregation Beth Shalom
11916 Jasper Ave. NW
Edmonton AB T5K 0N9
Phone: (780) 488-6333
Fax: (780) 488-6259
Email: info@e-bethshalom.org
Website: http://www.edmontonbethshalom.org
Office Hours
Monday-Thursday 9:00 AM — 4:30 PM
Friday 9:00 AM—2:30 PM

Important Kehila Reminders
Bikkur Cholim: If you would like to be contacted by
Rabbi Schwarzman please contact him at 780.4886333/302
or rabbischwarzman@e-bethshalom.org.
Scent Free Shul: Out of respect for your fellow congregants who may suffer from allergies, please reduce your
use of scented products when you are in the synagogue.
A Reminder from Beth Shalom Catering: Presently our
catering services are closed and will reopen when it is safe
to do so.

Board of Directors 2020-2021
Laurence Abbott President
Lana Black
Past President
Sylvia Alpern
Secretary

Accuracy of Information: We do our best to ensure
the accuracy of all the information in the Bulletin, but
despite our best efforts, sometimes an error appears.
Please accept our sincere apologies for any errors.
Please let us know so that we can correct them as soon
as possible or update our records where necessary.

Adam Merrick

Treasurer

Debbie Anson

Director

Boris Belkin

Director

Sam Fialkow

Director

Drew Hanson

Director

Marvin Karrel

Director

Anna Linetsky

Director

Seth Glick

Director

Shelley Weinstein

Director

Colleen Paull

Women’s League President

Synagogue Staff
Rabbi Steven Schwarzman-Spiritual Leader
rabbischwarzman@e-bethshalom.org or
rabbi@edmontonbethshalom.org or ext. 302
Cantor David Mannes — Ritual Assistant
dmannes@edmontonbethshalom.org, ext. 303
Helena Khazanovsky — Office Manager
info@e-bethshalom.org, ext. 301
Dorothy Turner — Bookkeeper
bookkeeper@e-bethshalom.org, ext. 304

Mishebeirah—prayer for the sick: If you would like us
to include the name of someone who is not well during the
Mishebeirach prayer when services begin again on Shabbat
morning, please either call 780.488-6333/301 or email
info@e-bethshalom.org, with their Hebrew or English name/s.
Traditionally we include the person's Hebrew name(s) and
their mother's Hebrew name(s), for example, “Moshe ben
D'vorah” or “D’vorah bat Miriam” (ben or bat means son or
daughter of). If, however, you do not have a Hebrew name for
this person or they are not Jewish then an English name will
do. If a name on the list should no longer be listed, can you
kindly let us know so we can remove the individual from our
list?
Due to the Canadian privacy of information laws we
require that congregants get permission from the ill
person(s) to have their name(s) read aloud from the Bimah
on Shabbat.

Todah Raba to our Publishing Volunteers
Thank you to Sharon Abbott & Ruth-Ellen Shafir
for editing our Beth Shalom Publications.
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